September 14, 2009

urge all of my colleagues to support this im-
portant legislation.
BACKGROUND

The statistics surrounding colon cancer are
startling. Colon cancer is the number two can-
cer killer in the United States. Nearly 50,000
people will die this year from this disease. Ac-
cording to the American Cancer Society (2009
Fact & Figures), of the nearly 50,000 people
expected to die from colorectal cancer in
2009, early detection could save more than
half. These statistics alone are a tragedy.

But the statistics become even more tragic
when one considers that colorectal cancer is
highly preventable with appropriate screening.
And the disease is detectable, treatable, and
curable if found early. According to the Amer-
ican Cancer Society (2009 Facts & Figures),
the 5 year survival rate is 90 percent for those
diagnosed at an early stage; however, only 40
percent of the cases are diagnosed at the
stage.

The U.S. Preventive Services Task Force
(USPSTF) recognizes the preventable nature
of this disease and provides its only grade ‘A’
recommendation of cancer screenings for
colorectal cancer screens.

Unfortunately, almost half of the Medicare
population is not being screened, despite the
availability of a Medicare colon cancer screen-
ing benefit. According to CMS, Medicare
claims indicate that only 52 percent of bene-
ficiaries have had a colorectal cancer test and
there is ‘“clearly an opportunity to improve
colorectal cancer screening rates in the Medi-
care population.” (CMS website “overview of
colorectal cancer screening”)

Numerous barriers account for this fact, in-
cluding structural issues in the Medicare pro-
gram, significant Medicare cuts to providers,
and lack of knowledge and preparation among
patients.

THE SCREEN ACT

The SCREEN Act is designed to address
these barriers and increase the participation of
patients in this preventive service. The bill ac-
complishes this is several main ways.

REDUCING PATIENT BARRIERS

First, the bill would reduce patient barriers
to being screened. The legislation would waive
Medicare co-insurance for diagnostic and
screening colorectal cancer tests in order to
increase utilization.

In addition, the bill would provide coverage
for a pre-operative visit with a physician prior
to a screening colonoscopy. This is the stand-
ard of care, but is not currently covered by
Medicare.

Finally, under the legislation all Medicare
beneficiaries will be notified about the Medi-
care colorectal cancer screening benefit and
reminded of the benefits periodically.

These common sense steps will ensure that
more patients are screened and more lives
are saved.

PROVIDER QUALITY AND ACCESSIBILITY

We must also ensure that there are ade-
quate numbers of high-quality physicians per-
forming colonoscopies. The legislation re-
verses years of provider reimbursement cuts
by creating a preventive services payment
modifier for colorectal cancer screens that is
adequate to incentivize physicians to perform
colorectal cancer screens. It would base this
incentive on a national colorectal cancer
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screening goal established by the Secretary of
the Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices.

The bill would also require the Secretary to
establish a national minimum standard for
basic knowledge, training, continuing edu-
cation and documentation for physicians and
facilities. A physician would not be permitted
to receive the preventive services modifier if
he or she did not meet this standard.

STATE INTERVENTIONS TO INCREASE SCREENING

The legislation would also support state-
level interventions to increase colorectal can-
cer screening. The legislation authorizes
grants to states for colorectal cancer programs
that include: screening to high risk individuals;
case management and referrals for treatment;
follow up and care for individuals screened;
health professional education, training, and
skills; and public information and education
programs.

INFORMATION ON WHAT WORKS

Finally, the legislation gathers information
on best practices in incentivizing colorectal
cancer screening. The bill requires reporting
on screening rates and interventions in Medi-
care Advantage and commissions a study by
the Secretary of HHS on levels of coinsurance
for screening tests under private plans.

CONCLUSION

More than 50,000 Americans will die from
colon cancer this year alone. Ninety percent of
these cases might have been prevented. We
cannot afford to wait another moment before
doing something to eliminate these and other
barriers that are standing in the way of pre-
venting colon cancer.

Therefore, | urge all of my colleagues to co-
sponsor the Supporting Colorectal Examina-
tion and Education Now (SCREEN) Act and
support its passage this year.

——————

TRIBUTE TO MOHAWK VALLEY
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

HON. MICHAEL A. ARCURI

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 14, 2009

Mr. ARCURI. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Mohawk Valley Community Col-
lege (MVCC) for its extraordinary record of
athletic achievement.

Under the direction of head coach Gary
Parker, the Women’s Outdoor Track and Field
team finished the 2008—-09 season with a 25—
0 record against two-year college competition
and earned first place at the National Junior
College Athletic Association (NJCAA) Division
Il National Championship, marking the pro-
gram’s fourth national title.

The Women’s Cross Country team, also
under head coach Gary Parker, finished its
season with an undefeated 25-0 record
against two-year college competition, and
rounded out the year by winning the NJCAA
Division Ill National Championship, the pro-
gram’s ninth national title. Coupled with the
Men’s team’s second place finish, MVCC’s
cross country program earned the coveted
Pepsi Cup, an award given to the college with
the best combined finish at the National
Championships.
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Looking more broadly at college’s 20 com-
petitive intercollegiate athletics programs,
MVCC won last year's second place trophy at
the National Alliance of Two-Year College Ath-
letic Administrators Cup competitions for its
overall performance in the non-scholarship di-
vision’s national championships. In the last six
years this competition has been held, MVCC
has never taken anything less than fourth
place.

The aforementioned achievements rep-
resent the continuation of decades of success
for MVCC’s athletic programs. With one of the
largest and most diverse two-year college
intercollegiate athletic programs in the country,
MVCC is home to 17 national championships,
107 individual national champions and 330
NJCAA All-Americans. Madam Speaker, | am
honored to represent such talented and dedi-
cated athletes in my district. | ask that my col-
leagues join me in congratulating the MVCC
Hawks and wishing them the best of luck in
their future athletic and scholarly endeavors.

———

TRIBUTE TO MS. GRETCHEN
WILSON

HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 14, 2009

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to ask my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring Grammy Award winner and country
music recording artist, Ms. Gretchen Wilson,
as she receives the 2009 National Coalition
for Literacy Leadership Award at The Library
of Congress. Gretchen is being recognized by
the National Coalition for Literacy and the
Center for the Book for her contributions to the
advancement of adult education and literacy.

Until recently, the multi-platinum acclaimed
singer/songwriter was one of millions of Ameri-
cans who had not finished their high school
education. Ms. Wilson left high school to pur-
sue her music career; she has since had three
#1 albums. Last year at the age of 34, Gretch-
en earned her G.E.D. Her friend and mentor,
Charlie Daniels, was guest speaker at her
graduation ceremony at the First Baptist
Church in Lebanon, TN.

As a mother, it was important for Gretchen
to lead by example and demonstrate to her
eight-year-old daughter, Grace, just how im-
portant it is to have an education. Gretchen is
currently teaming up with the Dollar General
Literacy Foundation to honor GED students
and organizations dedicated to the advance-
ment of literacy.

Ms. Wilson has won Female Vocalist of the
Year from both the Country Music Association
and the Academy of Country Music and a
Grammy Award for Best Female Country
Vocal Performance. She also had her first
book and autobiography, “Redneck Woman:
Stories from My Life,” appear on the New
York Times Best Seller List.

Madam Speaker, | congratulate Gretchen on
her hard work, resilience, and many notable
achievements and ask my colleagues to join
me in recognizing her dedication and contribu-
tions to adult education and literacy aware-
ness.
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CONGRATULATING DELANO AND
THE MATH AND SCIENCE ACAD-
EMY IN WOODBURY, MINNESOTA

HON. MICHELE BACHMANN

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 14, 2009

Mrs. BACHMANN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate two schools from my
state of Minnesota. Both Delano High School
and the Math and Science Academy in
Woodbury have been recently recognized as
“Blue Ribbon Schools” by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education. The Blue Ribbon Program
honors public and private middle, junior and
senior high schools that demonstrate aca-
demic superiority, especially with minority pop-
ulations.

This is a great honor to the teachers, faculty
and administration of these schools. And, in
particular, Delano’s Principal Matthew Schoen
and Woodbury’s Director Paul Simone, should
be exceedingly proud of their efforts. Their
dedication to foster a positive learning environ-
ment encourages families and students across
the nation. Through the Blue Ribbon School
program, other educators have a set of “Best
Practices” in classroom tactics, school pro-
gramming choices and administrative strate-
gies like none other.

These schools are shining stars in Amer-
ica’s education system. It is my honor to rec-
ognize two of these schools, Delano High
School and the Math and Science Academy in
Woodbury, before this Congress today. | en-
courage every school in America to look at
these Blue Ribbon winners not only as a re-
source but also a reminder of what our
schools can be.

———

ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE 111TH
CONGRESS ON BEHALF OF VET-
ERANS

HON. IKE SKELTON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 14, 2009

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, let me
take this opportunity to acknowledge the sig-
nificant bipartisan accomplishments made by
the 111th Congress for our veterans and their
families. Our Armed Forces sacrifice a tremen-
dous amount for this country. In light of such
commitment and dedication to our nation, the
House has worked feverishly to provide the re-
sources and support America’s warriors need
before, during, and after their service.

In this Congress, one of the House Armed
Services Committee’s finest achievements
was unanimously passing H.R. 2647, the 2010
National Defense Authorization Act. Designed
to restore our military’s readiness and improve
the quality of life of our service members and
their families, the bill would provide a 3.4 per-
cent pay raise for service members, strength-
en efforts to expand mental health care for
troops, and improve military housing. On June
25, 2009, H.R. 2647 passed the full House by
an overwhelming margin.

Additionally, the House has worked to en-
sure the health of our veterans and their fami-
lies. Among other initiatives, we have ap-
proved legislation to expand and improve VA
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health care services for the 1.8 million women
who have bravely served our country, voted to
increase veterans’ disability payments to re-
flect cost-of-living increases, and approved a
bill I introduced that would expand military re-
tirement and VA disability benefits to disabled
military retirees with less than 20 years of
service. In June, the House approved the Vet-
erans Health Care Budget Reform and Trans-
parency Act, authorizing Congress to approve
veterans’ medical care funding one year in ad-
vance to better anticipate and meet the de-
mand for veterans’ health care services. And,
in February, the House approved my resolu-
tion designating 2009 as the “Year of the Mili-
tary Family” to recognize the sacrifices and
contributions of over two million military fami-
lies.

The dedication of our men and women in
uniform makes our nation strong and keeps us
free; we cannot forget the debt we owe to
those who serve so nobly. While there cer-
tainly remains work to be done, | am proud of
the achievements this Congress has made on
behalf of our nation’s warriors and their fami-
lies.

———

EARMARK DECLARATION

HON. NATHAN DEAL

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 14, 2009

Mr. DEAL of Georgia. Madam Speaker, pur-
suant to the Republican Leadership standards
on earmarks, | am submitting the following in-
formation for publication in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD regarding earmarks one of my
municipalities received as part of Bill 3288, the
“Department of Transportation, Housing and
Urban Development and Related Agencies
Appropriations Act for 2010.”

Requesting Member: Congressman NATHAN
DEAL

Bill Number: H.R. 3288

Account: TCSP—Transportation & Commu-
nity & System Preservation

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: The State
of Georgia, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Address of Requesting Entity: U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, Savannah District 100
West Oglethorpe Avenue P.O. Box 889 Sa-
vannah, GA 31402

Description of Request: CG funding of
$33,725,000 is necessary to begin construc-
tion of the SHEP. While the Record of Deci-
sion will not be signed until mid-2010, these
funds can be used for final pre-construction
monitoring and engineering design of the
channel and mitigation components for the
project.

Additionally, these funds will be needed im-
mediately after project approval for negotiation
of the Project Partnership Agreement. Con-
struction contracts cannot be awarded prior to
the completion of this agreement.
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ACKNOWLEDGING EDGAR
HAGOPIAN’S CONTRIBUTIONS TO
HIS COMMUNITY

HON. THADDEUS G. McCOTTER

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, September 14, 2009

Mr. MCCOTTER. Madam Speaker, today |
rise to honor and acknowledge Mr. Edgar
Hagopian, a compassionate humanitarian and
public advocate who has worked tirelessly on
behalf of his fellow citizens.

Edgar grew up in metro Detroit. As a teen
in the 1950s, he began working for his father,
Haroutun Hagopian, who ran a cleaning busi-
ness. Edgar worked hard under the leadership
example set by his father. Buoyed by the de-
votion and support of his wife Sarah, the
Hagopian Family of Companies grew and
earned a reputation for excellence in business.
Presently, Edgar serves as Chairman of the
Hagopian Family of Companies, which encom-
passes Hagopian & Sons, Incorporated,
Hagopian World of Rugs, Hagopian Cleaning
Services, Incorporated, Hagopian Fire & Flood
Services and The Ghiordes Knot. The
Hagopian name has long been associated
with carpet cleaning and fine Oriental Rugs
and their cleaning slogan, “expect the best,
expect the purple truck”, can be heard over
local airwaves daily.

As 2009 marks the distinct recognition of 70
years in business, it is with great gratitude and
appreciation that | recognize Edgar Hagopian.
His leadership stands as a fine illustration of
Southeast Michigan ingenuity and innovation.
He has assertively fostered economic growth,
created jobs and inspired hope in a state rav-
aged by mass unemployment. Additionally,
Edgar has been involved in numerous chari-
table organizations and his generosity is well
known throughout the community.

Edgar and his wife Sarah have worked to
promote Armenian culture and unite the metro
Detroit Armenian community. They have
worked to help build a stronger Armenia by
bridging the cultural gap and bringing people
of all ethnicities and traditions together. Mr.
Hagopian has spearheaded both large and
small projects, each with qualitative impacts
felt across all spectrums of life. Moreover, he
has long worked tirelessly to better inform
people of the Armenian Genocide on both a
local and national level. These efforts resulted
in the passing of Michigan Public Act 558
(2002) “Armenian Genocide Remembrance
Days” signed into law by Governor John
Engler.

Madam Speaker, Edgar Hagopian is a spir-
ited political activist, caring benefactor, com-
passionate citizen and cultural icon whose
generosity has shaped the lives of countless
people in our community. We are all indebted
to the countless sacrifices and contributions
he has made to strengthen the social fabric of
our society. He personifies a legacy of distinc-
tion. Madam Speaker, today, | ask my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating Mr.
Hagopian and recognizing his years of loyal
service to our community and country.
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