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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

THE 2009 CONGRESS-BUNDESTAG/
BUNDESRAT EXCHANGE

HON. NANCY PELOSI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 4, 2009

Ms. PELOSI. Madam Speaker, since 1983,
the U.S. Congress and the German Bundes-
tag and Bundesrat have conducted an annual
exchange program for staff members from
both countries. The program gives profes-
sional staff the opportunity to observe and
learn about each other's political institutions
and interact on issues of mutual interest.

A staff delegation from the U.S. Congress
will be selected to visit Germany from May 22
to May 31 of this year. During this ten day ex-
change, the delegation will attend meetings
with Bundestag/Bundesrat Members, Bundes-
tag and Bundesrat party staff members, and
representatives of numerous political, busi-
ness, academic, and media agencies. Partici-
pants also will be hosted by a Bundestag
Member during a district visit.

A comparable delegation of German staff
members will visit the United States for ten
days July 11-19 of this year. They will attend
similar meetings here in Washington and visit
the districts of Members of Congress. The
U.S. delegation is expected to facilitate these
meetings.

The Congress-Bundestag/Bundesrat Ex-
change is highly regarded in Germany and the
United States, and is one of several exchange
programs sponsored by public and private in-
stitutions in the United States and Germany to
foster better understanding of the politics and
policies of both countries. This exchange is
funded by the U.S. Department of State’s Bu-
reau of Educational and Cultural Affairs.

The U.S. delegation should consist of expe-
rienced and accomplished Hill staff who can
contribute to the success of the exchange on
both sides of the Atlantic. The Bundestag re-
ciprocates by sending senior staff profes-
sionals to the United States.

Applicants should have a demonstrable in-
terest in events in Europe. Applicants need
not be working in the field of foreign affairs, al-
though such a background can be helpful. The
composite U.S. delegation should exhibit a
range of expertise in issues of mutual concern
to the United States and Germany such as,
but not limited to, trade, security, the environ-
ment, economic development, health care,
and other social policy issues. This year's del-
egation should be familiar with transatlantic re-
lations within the context of recent world
events.

In addition, U.S. participants are expected to
help plan and implement the program for the
Bundestag/Bundesrat staff members when
they visit the United States. Participants are
expected to assist in planning topical meetings
in Washington, and are encouraged to host
one or two staffers in their Member’s district in
July, or to arrange for such a visit to another
Member’s district.

Participants are selected by a committee
composed of personnel from the Bureau of
Educational and Cultural Affairs of the Depart-
ment of State and past participants of the ex-
change.

Members of the House and Senate who
would like a member of their staff to apply for
participation in this year's program should di-
rect them to submit a resume and cover letter
in which they state their qualifications, the
contributions they can make to a successful
program and some assurances of their ability
to participate during the time stated.

Applications may be sent to the Office of
Interparliamentary Affairs, HB-28, the Capitol,
by 5 p.m. on Friday, March 20, 2009.

———

A PROCLAMATION HONORING W.E.
QUICKSALL AND ASSOCIATES,
INC., FOR REACHING THEIR 50TH
YEAR ANNIVERSARY

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 4, 2009

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker:

Whereas, W.E. Quicksall and Associates,
formed in 1959, has provided quality service
to private entities, local, state and federal gov-
ernment; and

Whereas, W.E. Quicksall and Associates
has provided countless miles of municipal
streets and state highways, bridges, water
treatment and distribution lines; and

Whereas, for 50 years W.E. Quicksall and
Associates has been dedicated to customer
satisfaction and public safety; and be it

Resolved, that along with friends and clien-
tele of W.E. Quicksall and the residents of the
18th Congressional District, | congratulate
W.E. Quicksall and Associates, Inc. on their
50 year anniversary. We recognize the service
provided by W.E. Quicksall to the New Phila-
delphia area, and commend them on building
such an outstanding professional relationship
with the city of New Philadelphia.

HONORING SEAN PATRICK KEENAN

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 4, 2009

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Sean Patrick Keenan a
very special young man who has exemplified
the finest qualities of citizenship and leader-
ship by taking an active part in the Boy Scouts
of America, Troop 376, and in earning the
most prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Sean has been very active with his troop
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Sean has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Sean Patrick Keenan for
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

————

BILL NANGLE

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 4, 2009

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Madam Speaker, it is with
great pleasure that | rise today to honor one
of Northwest Indiana’s most devoted citizens,
Bill Nangle, Executive Editor of The Times. |
have known Mr. Nangle for many years and
can attest to a life dedicated to maintaining
the integrity of the press and improving the
governance of all those he serves. Not only is
Bill a distinguished journalist, but he has used
the power of his pen to be a force for progress
and change in the community. Last week, the
Hoosier State Press Association recognized
Bill for his commitment to the pursuit of open
government by presenting him with its Distin-
guished Service Award.

Throughout his illustrious career, which
spans five decades, Bill has taken his role in
the Fourth Estate seriously, leading the charge
for openness and transparency in government.
For example, in 1989, he pushed state legisla-
tors and then-Governor Evan Bayh to enact a
state law reversing a court decision that
closed county coroner records to the public.

And in 1998, Bill assembled Indiana’s seven
largest newspapers to collaborate on “The
State of Secrecy,” an investigation of govern-
ment sunshine and First Amendment rights in
which investigative journalists went undercover
as ordinary citizens to try to access records in
each of the state’s 92 counties that are law-
fully open to the public. The flagrant legal vio-
lations that they uncovered prompted action
from then-Governor Frank O’Bannon and
spurred similar projects on openness and
transparency in 32 other states. For his ef-
forts, Bill Nangle was awarded the Sagamore
of the Wabash, the state’s highest honor at
the time.

Bill has also exercised his commitment to
open, effective government locally. In 2005, he
joined me in a consortium of local civic and
business leaders to create Northwest Indiana’s
Good Government Initiative. He was a driving
force behind that effort to study government
efficiency across the many levels of our local
government, including my office, and to imple-
ment solutions that improve government serv-
ices while cutting costs. The Good Govern-
ment Initiative became the model for the state-
wide Kernan-Shepard Report on Indiana gov-
ernment, which is the basis for government re-
form initiatives currently underway in the State
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House in
state.

Last year, Bill and his colleagues at The
Times took the lead on establishing the One
Region: One Vision concept with the goal of
uniting local leaders to advance all of North-
west Indiana as one community. In the past,
Northwest Indiana has been plagued by a lim-
iting provincialism that has inhibited our area’s
growth and potential. Under the One Region:
One Vision concept, Bill and his colleagues
have already brought local leaders together
from across the area to start collaborating on
projects that will make Northwest Indiana a
better place for everybody to live.

Finally, any praise for Bill would be incom-
plete without mention of his business instincts
and acumen. With the print media industry
struggling nationwide, and with the economic
downturn exacerbating the industry’s prob-
lems, The Times continues to thrive under
Bil's direction. Last March, Editor and Pub-
lisher Magazine bestowed upon The Times
the distinction of fastest growing English-lan-
guage daily newspaper in the United States.
By the most recent published reports, that
growth has continued.

Madam Speaker, | ask that you and my col-
leagues join me in honoring Bill Nangle, who
has worked tirelessly to maintain a vibrant and
free press and has used his influence to posi-
tively enhance the lives of the people he
serves. Bill is an unparalleled leader who de-
serves our recognition.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE RIGHT TO
LIFE ACT

HON. DUNCAN HUNTER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 4, 2009

Mr. HUNTER. Madam Speaker, as the fa-
ther of three, | feel it is my duty to fight for the
rights of our most innocent—the unborn. That
is why, today, it is my honor to introduce the
Right to Life Act. This bill accomplishes the
simple, yet important goal, of protecting all un-
born children from the moment of conception.

While it is the fundamental and primary duty
of the federal government to protect and de-
fend the rights of all its citizens, America’s un-
born have continually been harmed by
Congress’s inaction to establish their constitu-
tional right to life. Due to both the United
States Supreme Court’s decision in the 1973
landmark case of Roe v. Wade and
Congress’s failure to establish personhood
thereafter, over 1.3 million babies have had
their life taken from them prematurely. Since
abortions became legal in 1973, over 40 mil-
lion babies have had their life unjustly taken
from them, an entire generation of who will
never experience the joys and promise of
being an American.

It is now time for Congress to stop this trag-
edy and recognize the life in every unborn
child. Congress needs to effectively overturn
Roe v Wade by enforcing four important provi-
sions in the Constitution: (1) The due process
clause (Sec. 1) of the Fourteenth Amendment,
which prohibits states from depriving any per-
son of life; (2) Sec. 5 of the Fourteenth
Amendment, which gives Congress the power
to enforce, by appropriate legislation, the pro-
visions of this amendment; (3) The due proc-
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ess clause of the Fifth Amendment, which
concurrently prohibits the federal government
from depriving any person of life; and (4) Arti-
cle 1, Section 8, which gives Congress the
power to make laws necessary and proper to
enforce all powers in the Constitution.

The Supreme Court, in refusing to deter-
mine when human life begins and therefore
finding nothing to indicate that the unborn are
persons protected by the Fourteenth Amend-
ment, has left to Congress the responsibility of
protecting the unprotected. The Court con-
ceded that, “If the suggestion of personhood
is established, the appellants’ case, of course,
collapses, for the fetus’ right to life would then
be guaranteed specifically by the Amend-
ment.”

Throughout my military service, | took great
pride in knowing that | was protecting all
Americans. From those who have lived many
years, to those just conceived. | do not believe
my responsibility to protect the lives of Ameri-
cans ended when | returned home from lIraq
and Afghanistan. | view service in this great
House as an opportunity to continue protecting
those who need protecting. | ask Members of
this House to listen closely to their conscience
and pass this legislation so that every unborn
child will be legally recognized and afforded
the same protection all other Americans enjoy.

For those who have supported this legisla-
tion in the past, | wanted to bring your atten-
tion to a new provision holding women harm-
less if they do proceed with an abortion. It is
important to recognize that the purpose of this
bill is to protect the life of the unborn child, not
put women in jail. Unfortunately, some sup-
porters of this legislation have been accused
of sponsoring legislation that incarcerates
women for utilizing contraception. As a result,
| wanted nothing to detract from our purpose
of protecting the unborn. While | hope that this
does not reduce the enormity of their action,
I will not allow such an important issue to be-
come sidetracked by those who wish to
change the debate.

Technically, the Right to Life Act establishes
and recognizes the personhood of an unborn
child at the moment of conception. The reality
is it does so much more. It gives the unborn
the chance to experience life, to realize their
hopes and dreams, to make a difference. |
hope my colleagues will support me in this im-
portant effort.

———————

AMERICAN RECOVERY AND
REINVESTMENT ACT OF 2009

SPEECH OF

HON. PHIL HARE

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 28, 2009

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 1) making sup-
plemental appropriations for job preserva-
tion and creation, infrastructure investment,
energy efficiency and science, assistance to
the unemployed, and State and local fiscal
stabilization, for fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2009, and for other purposes:

Mr. HARE. Mr. Chair, | rise today in strong
opposition to the amendment submitted by my
colleague from Arizona, Mr. FLAKE.

The amendment would slash funding for an
essential service to the American people, Am-
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trak. Amtrak is the main provider of all intercity
passenger rail service in the United States
and it is a key component of the American
economy.

Amtrak is a safe, energy efficient transpor-
tation alternative that moves thousands of
people and tons of cargo every day. It also
employs thousands of Americans across the
country. What started as a proposal for a min-
imum of $5 billion in funding has already been
reduced to $1.1 billion in the base bill. Further
cuts are unacceptable; they would prevent the
development of intercity passenger rail in com-
munities such as the Quad Cities in my home
state of lllinois. We are fighting to re-establish
the Quad Cities to Chicago route which would
help commuters with their work-day travel and
make the Quad Cities more desirable for new
businesses and economic development. Addi-
tionally, the Quad Cities is the only community
of its size in the entire country that does not
have a four-year institution of higher edu-
cation. Amtrak service would expedite plans
already underway to establish the tech and
engineering branch of Western lllinois Univer-
sity in Moline, which is why | offered an
amendment to add $500 million for capital as-
sistance for intercity passenger rail service.

In addition to the benefits Amtrak provides
my own community, it also impacts the entire
nation. For every $1 billion invested in trans-
portation infrastructure, over 40,000 jobs are
created and $6.2 billion in economic activity is
generated. Federal funding for Amtrak and
passenger rail would boost the economy and
create jobs all across America.

It is time to invest in America’s future. | urge
my colleagues to vote no on this amendment
and to preserve the transportation and energy
future of America’s cities.

———

DEATH IN CUSTODY REPORTING
ACT OF 2009

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2009

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, | rise in support of H.R. 738 “Deaths
in Custody Reporting Act of 2009.”

The purpose of this bill is to encourage
States to report to the Attorney General cer-
tain information regarding the deaths of indi-
viduals in the custody of law enforcement
agencies. | urge my colleagues to support this
legislation.

Each year a small number of people die
suddenly while restrained. Most of these
deaths are associated with individuals who
were restrained while being taken into custody
during a violent police encounter. Other cases
of sudden restraint death involve individuals in
detention or residential treatment programs
who were restrained during violent encounters
while also under the influence of psychiatric
medications.

Madam Speaker, no one is certain how
many restraint related sudden deaths occur
each year. Identifying the exact cause of
death is the biggest problem. The number of
estimated deaths is in question but may range
between 50 and 125 per year. Some esti-
mates are higher. Sudden death after individ-
uals were taken into police custody has been
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