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in safeguarding our freedoms. As a result of
their bravery and the bravery of so many other
Americans, millions have enlisted in the Amer-
ican Armed Forces.

Veterans such as Messrs. Holman, Sweet,
Winger, and Aguero suffered from a complex
set of factors that affect all homeless individ-
uals—an extreme shortage of affordable hous-
ing, a livable income, limited access to health
care, which is exacerbated by a lack of family
and social support networks. The Department
of Veterans Affairs estimates nearly 196,000
veterans are homeless on any given night and
approximately 400,000 veterans experience
homelessness during the year. Homeless vet-
erans are in dire need of housing, nutritional
meals, physical health care, substance abuse
aftercare, and mental health counseling.
Messrs. Holman, Sweet, Winger, and Aguero
are quintessential examples of the deeply
tragic treatment dealt to our Nation’s homeless
veterans.

In July of 2007, the then Senator Barack
Obama stated, “As long as there are veterans
or veteran family members searching for shel-
ter on the streets . . . we have failed in our
duty to honor our commitment of the brave
men and women who chose to serve.” | am
confident that President Barack Obama’s ad-
ministration will sympathize with the plight of
homeless veterans and correct these injus-
tices.

Messrs. Holman, Sweet, Winger, and
Aguero inspired our Nation with their dedica-
tion and heroic efforts during their respective
tenures in the Armed Forces. They will forever
be recognized for their honorable services.

Madam Speaker, | ask that my distinguished
colleagues join me in recognizing Ernest Hol-
man, John Joseph Sweet, Nathaniel Henry
Winger, and Pedro Aguero for their contribu-
tions to the United States of America and
safeguarding its freedoms.

———
INTRODUCTION OF THE
NANOTECHNOLOGY ADVANCE-

MENT AND NEW OPPORTUNITIES
ACT

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2009

Mr. HONDA. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to discuss the introduction of the Nanotechnol-
ogy Advancement and New Opportunities
(NANO) Act.

The NANO Act is a comprehensive bill to
promote the development and responsible
stewardship of nanotechnology in the United
States. The legislation draws upon the work of
the Blue Ribbon Task Force on Nanotechnol-
ogy, a panel of California nanotechnology ex-
perts with backgrounds in established industry,
startup companies, consulting groups, non-
profits, academia, government, medical re-
search, and venture capital that | convened
with during 2005.

Nanotechnology has the potential to create
entirely new industries and radically transform
the basis of competition in other fields, and |
am proud of my work with former Science
Committee Chairman Sherry Boehlert on the
Nanotechnology Research and Development
Act of 2003 to foster research in this area.

But one of the things | have heard from ex-
perts in the field is that while the United States
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is a leader in nanotechnology research, our
foreign competitors are focusing more re-
sources and effort on the commercialization of
those research results than we are.

In its report Thinking Big About Thinking
Small, which can be found on my website, the
Blue Ribbon Task Force on Nanotechnology
made a series of recommendations for ways
that the nation can promote the development
and commercialization of nanotechnology. The
NANO Act includes a number of these rec-
ommendations.

In addition, the bill addresses concerns that
have been raised about whether the federal
government is doing enough to address poten-
tial health and safety risks associated With
nanotechnology. The NANO Act requires the
development of a nanotechnology research
strategy that establishes research priorities for
the federal government and industry that will
ensure the development and responsible stew-
ardship of nanotechnology. This strategy will
help to resolve the uncertainty that is one of
the major obstacles to the commercialization
of nanotechnology—uncertainty about what
the risks might be and uncertainty about how
the Federal government might regulate nano-
technology in the future.

The NANO Act also includes a number of
provisions to create partnerships, raise aware-
ness, and implement strategic policies to re-
solve obstacles and promote nanotechnology.
It will: create a public-private investment part-
nership to address the nanotechnology com-
mercialization gap; establish a tax credit for in-
vestment in nanotechnology firms; authorize a
grant program to support the establishment
and development of nanotechnology incuba-
tors; establish a Nanoscale Science and Engi-
neering Center for “nano-CAD” tools; estab-
lish grant programs for nanotechnology re-
search to address specific challenges in the
areas of energy, environment, homeland secu-
rity, and health; establish a tax credit for nano-
technology education and training program ex-
penses; establish a grant program to support
the development of curriculum materials for
interdisciplinary nanotechnology courses at
higher education institutions; direct NSF to es-
tablish a program to encourage manufacturing
companies to enter into partnerships with oc-
cupational training centers for the develop-
ment of training to support nanotechnology
manufacturing; and call for the development of
a strategy for increasing interaction on nano-
technology interests between DOE national
labs and the informal science education com-
munity.

| look forward to working with Science and
Technology Committee Chairman GORDON to
incorporate these provisions as his committee
works to reauthorize the Nation’s nanotechnol-
ogy research and development program.

—

THE THOMASVILLE BULLDOGS
ARE SUPER

HON. HOWARD COBLE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, February 3, 2009

Mr. COBLE. Madam Speaker, while the
Super Bowl may be over, we cannot close the
books on this football season without men-
tioning a high school in my district that truly
defines the word super. On behalf of the citi-
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zens of the Sixth District of North Carolina, we
wish to congratulate the varsity football team
of Thomasville High School for winning the
North Carolina 1—-AA, championship. The Bull-
dogs won the title on December 13, 2008, with
a convincing 42-13 win over East Bladen
High. This adds to the winning history at
Thomasville High, which will place an 8th
championship trophy in its collection.

This year's championship, which was won at
Carter-Finley Stadium in Raleigh, North Caro-
lina, meant that the Bulldogs, who were led by
Head Coach Allen Brown, completed an
undefeated 16-0 season. The Bulldogs are
accustomed to winning; Thomasville has won
4 of the last 5 State championships in their di-
vision.

While there were many strong efforts, the
championship win was a team effort led by
seniors Chris Brooks, D.J. McLendon, Brad
Wilkes, Dujuan Ingram, Brandon Moss, Heath
Stroud, Martez Wilson, Vince Sanders, Alex
Parham, David Coard, Desmond Hare, Robert
Benjamin, Darius Baxter, Thomas McLendon,
and Roberto Duhart, juniors De’arius Dow,
Jonathan Hinson-Brady, Malcolm Ivory, Bran-
don Lucas, Ralph Woods, C.J. Campbell,
Tywon Little, Demonte Kearse, Brandon
Royall, Vince Gobble, Mark Green, Tariq
Camp, Joe Baranowski, and Kevin Green,
along with sophomores Isaiah Williams, Rob-
ert Davis, lan Flowers, John Campbell,
Devonte Gordon-Hunter, Lawson Hodges,
Lawrence Thomas, Steven Stanly, Jaquan
Daniels, Sherrod Young, Kesean Green, and
James Boyd.

Also assisting the team during this incred-
ible season were assistant coaches Roger
Bryant, Sam Captain, Heath Williamson, Nick
Sweitzer, Jaz Tate, Tyler Tobin, Stan
Baranowski, Brandon Staton, and Richard
Herman, community coaches Vince Brown, Ed
Courtney, Kemp Harvey, Don Osborne, and
Benjie Brown, trainer Kenney Coker, AV Crew
Travis Leonard, Wade Loftin, Casey Medlin,
and Adam Oakley, middle school head coach
Kelvin Carraway, and team doctors David Wil-
liams and Robin Williams.

Again, on behalf of the Sixth District, we
would like to congratulate Principal Dirk
Gurley, Athletic Director Woody Huneycutt,
Head Coach Allen Brown, and everyone affili-
ated with the Thomasville High School Bull-
dogs on having another great season and for
winning the North Carolina 1-AA football
championship yet again. The Bulldogs are
super once more.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. RICHARD
D. BURNS

HON. JERROLD NADLER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2009

Mr. NADLER of New York. Madam Speaker,
| rise today in recognition of Mr. Richard D.
Burns, Executive Director of New York City’s
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual & Transgender (LGBT)
Community Center. Mr. Burns proudly serves
as the longest-serving Executive Director of
any LGBT organization in the United States.

A graduate of Hamilton College and the
Northeastern University School of Law, Mr.
Burns has built a long and distinguished ca-
reer of public service, diligently leading a num-
ber of important service and advocacy organi-
zations through the years.
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This year, while celebrating its 25th anniver-
sary, the Center has grown to become the
largest LGBT multi-service organization on the
East Coast and the second-largest LGBT
community center in the world. More than
6,000 people and 300 groups meet there
every week. As a mark of his achievements,
Mr. Burns was inducted into OMB Watch’s
Public Interest Hall of Fame at their 25th Anni-
versary celebration in September 2008.

Before joining The LGBT Center in Decem-
ber of 1986, Mr. Burns acted as President of
the Board of Directors and as Managing Editor
of the Gay Community News in Massachu-
setts.

Mr. Burns has served on the Board of Direc-
tors of the Non-Profit Coordinating Committee
since 1987. In addition, he is an active mem-
ber and past Co-Chair of CenterLink, an asso-
ciation of LGBT Community Centers which he
co-founded in 1994. Today, CenterLink is the
national voice for nearly 150 LGBT community
centers across the country as a result of his
dedication.

Mr. Burns also serves on the Citizen’s Advi-
sory Committee of New York City’s Human
Resources Administration and is the founder
of the New York State LGBT Health and
Human Services Network. And Mr. Burns is a
member of the Steering Committee of the Na-
tional LGBT Executive Directors Leadership
Institute, a member of the National Gay and
Lesbian Task Force’s National Policy Round-
table.

Today | rise to recognize and congratulate
Richard D. Burns for 22 years of outstanding
and dedicated service to the lesbian, gay, bi-
sexual and transgender population of New
York, and for his groundbreaking work as Ex-
ecutive Director of The LGBT Center.

————

RECOGNIZING BRIGADIER
GENERAL MARK ZIRKELBACH

HON. BRUCE L. BRALEY

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2009

Mr. BRALEY of lowa. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the Deputy Adjutant
General of the lowa Army National Guard,
Brigadier General Mark Zirkelbach, and to ex-
press gratitude for his many years of extraor-
dinary service and leadership. General
Zirkelbach is retiring after almost four decades
of service with the National Guard. He enlisted
in the lowa Army National Guard in 1970, and
has served as the Deputy Adjutant General of
the lowa Army Guard since August 2001. As
Deputy Adjutant General, he’s helped lead the
lowa Guard through the transformation from a
strategic reserve to an operational force, and
has overseen the deployment of thousands of
lowa National Guard members to combat
zones like Irag and Afghanistan. General
Zirkelbach has been a strong advocate for
lowa National Guard members, and has no
doubt made an incredible difference in the
lives of many lowa Guard members and their
families during this challenging time. He’s also
served as an incredible resource for me and
my staff. It's been my privilege to work with
General Zirkelbach on issues of importance to
the lowa National Guard, including ensuring
that soldiers who served in Iraq received the
education benefits they deserved, and working
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to ensure that they receive the respite leave
benefits that they are owed from the Pen-
tagon. | thank General Zirkelbach for his in-
valuable service to the National Guard, the
state of lowa, and the United States, and wish
him the best of luck in retirement.

———

ACTION IN COMMUNITY THROUGH
SERVICE

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2009

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize Action in Commu-
nity Through Service (ACTS) as an excep-
tional community organization, setting a high
standard of service for individuals and organi-
zations in Prince William County.

Established on November 1, 1969, ACTS is
guided by the mission to alleviate hunger,
homelessness, and domestic violence, and
help people achieve self-support in the Prince
William area. A small group of dedicated vol-
unteers and clergymen founded ACTS in re-
sponse to the need for coordinated community
action. ACTS now serves over 45,000 people
a year. The organization’s growth is a testa-
ment to the effectiveness of its programs and
ability of its staff and volunteers.

ACTS opened the area’s first food bank and
first dedicated homeless shelter. In 2008, two
new facilities opened to accommodate the
success of ACTS programs. The Eastern
Prince William Safe House provides refuge for
victims of domestic violence, and the new
Family Services Center offers job counseling
and life skills classes to women, children and
families struggling with the hardships of home-
lessness. These facilities will help to restore
hope and opportunity to those whom other-
wise would endure pain and isolation.

ACTS continually receives top marks for
program efficiency and delivers results that
genuinely change lives. Citizens hoping to im-
prove their community and the lives of their
neighbors have a capable partner in ACTS.

Madam Speaker, | ask my esteemed col-
leagues to join me in expressing our gratitude
for this organization’s accomplishments and
their steadfast commitment to charity.

—

HONORING JOHN REAP, THE 2008
METROCREST CHAMBER OF COM-
MERCE “CITIZEN OF THE YEAR”

HON. KENNY MARCHANT

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2009

Mr. MARCHANT. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor and pay tribute to John Reap,
the 2008 Metrocrest Chamber of Commerce
“Citizen of the Year.” John’s dedication and
contributions to the Metrocrest community,
which consists of Addison, Carrolton and
Farmers Branch, have been both dynamic and
exceptional. The Metrocrest Chamber of Com-
merce presents the award on January 30,
2009, and | would like to extend my sincere
congratulations to John for the deserved
award and his many years of selfless service.

John is the current President and Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of Town North Bank, N.A,, in
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Dallas. He also serves on the Board of Direc-
tors for the Bank. John has been at Town
North Bank for twenty-eight years, the last
fourteen serving in his current position.

An active community member, John has
served with a variety of civic organizations in-
cluding the American Heart Association, the

Cotton Bowl Athletic  Association, the
Metrocrest Senior Adult  Services, the
Carrollton  Farmers Branch Independent

School District Educational Foundation, the
University of Arkansas Alumni Association,
and the North Texas Region Committee for
the University of Arkansas Campaign for the
21st Century. John served for seventeen
years in both local and state capacities for the
American Heart Association in Texas, and was
Chairman of the Board of the American Heart
Association, Texas Affiliate, Inc., from 1992
until 1993.

John earned a banking graduate degree
from the University of Virginia in 1977, a mas-
ter's degree in Business Administration from
Southern Methodist University in 1971, and an
undergraduate degree from the University of
Arkansas in 1970. He also served as a faculty
member for several years at the Southwestern
Graduate School of Banking at Southern
Methodist University.

Madam Speaker, it is with great pride that |
join the Metrocrest Chamber of Commerce in
applauding the merits and commitment John
Reap has displayed to our community. John’s
tireless passion for community service has
contributed greatly to the betterment of those
around him, and | am extremely grateful for
his service. On behalf of the 24th Congres-
sional District of Texas, | salute John for his
achievement as the 2008 Metrocrest Chamber
of Commerce “Citizen of the Year” and wish
him many years of continued success.

A TRIBUTE TO DR. E.B. TURNER

HON. MIKE McINTYRE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2009

Mr. MCINTYRE. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to a giant among giants,
a friend of all citizens from all walks of life,
and a man whose hand was always extended
to those who wanted to reach for their
dreams—Dr. E.B. Turner of Lumberton, Robe-
son County, NC.

Dr. Turner, who passed away October 5,
2008, was an inspirational leader, dedicated
public servant, and renowned pastor for gen-
erations of Robesonians. Sixty years earlier in
1948, Dr. Turner, who had just finished divinity
school at Shaw University, made the trip south
down |-95 to Lumberton to become pastor at
First Baptist Church in South Lumberton.
Never planning to make Lumberton his home
or become involved in public service, Turner
was challenged by the opportunity to make a
difference. And through wisdom, persever-
ance, and drive, he truly did. From housing to
infrastructure to economic development to
education, Dr. Turner made a lasting impact
on the future and quality of life for hundreds
of thousands of citizens.

In addition to his public contributions, Dr.
Turner faithfully served the First Baptist
Church for 57 years as Pastor. Through his
love of God and his willingness to share the
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