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because I was unavoidably detained while 
traveling in the district. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘nay’’ on rollcall vote 593 
(motion to approve the Journal) and ‘‘aye’’ on 
rollcall votes 594 (a motion to suspend the 
rules and agree to H. Res. 607) and 595 (a 
motion to suspend the rules and agree to H.R. 
2245). 

f 

EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. HAROLD ROGERS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 21, 2009 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Madam Speaker, 
pursuant to the House Republican standards 
on congressionally-directed funding, I am sub-
mitting the following information regarding 
funding included in H.R. 3170—Financial 
Services and General Government Appropria-
tions Act, 2010 

Requesting Member: Congressman HAROLD 
ROGERS 

Bill Number: H.R. 3170 
Account: ONDCP 
Legal Name of Recipient: National Alliance 

for Model State Drug Laws 
Address of Recipient: 1414 Prince Street, 

Alexandria, VA 22314 
Description of Request: As also requested 

by the President, provides $1,250,000 in di-
rected funding to assist states with their efforts 
to address diversion of, abuse of, misuse of, 
and addiction to prescription drugs. The Na-
tional Alliance for Model State Drug Laws 
(NAMSDL) is a non-profit organization that 
serves as a resource for governors, state leg-
islators, drug and alcohol professionals, com-
munity leaders, and others striving for com-
prehensive and effective state drug and alco-
hol laws, policies and programs. NAMSDL’s 
national network of drug and alcohol experts 
researches and analyzes model drug and al-
cohol laws, and facilitates working relation-
ships among state and community leaders and 
drug and alcohol professionals. The prolifera-
tion of addictive pain-relief prescription drugs 
in Kentucky and across the country neces-
sitates continued funding of NAMSDL pro-
grams. 

f 

PREVENTIVE MENTAL HEALTH 
AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE 
SCREENING 

HON. PATRICK J. KENNEDY 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 21, 2009 

Mr. KENNEDY. Madam Speaker, as we 
continue to craft a meaningful, necessary re-
form of our health care system, we must con-
tinue to embrace prevention, the provision of 
whole-body care, and the reversal of the cur-
rent ‘‘sick-care’’ system. With this in mind, I re-
spectfully ask you to ensure that screening for 
mental health and substance abuse is in-
cluded as one of the preventative services 
proposed by the America’s Affordable Health 
Choices Act of 2009. 

The pervasiveness of mental illness and 
substance abuse in our society continues to 
be disconcerting. In 2007, over 20 million indi-

viduals were diagnosed with substance de-
pendence or abuse. However, less than 10 
percent received treatment for their disorders. 
By some estimates, the societal health and 
economic costs of alcohol and drug abuse are 
estimated at $366 billion per year. Conversely, 
screening has an estimated net savings of 
$294 per person offered screening. 

Extensive data documents that drug and al-
cohol addiction treatment is as effective as 
treatment for other chronic medical conditions 
such as cancer, diabetes, and heart disease. 
Substance addiction, like cancer, diabetes, 
and heart disease, is a preventable and treat-
able chronic disease. Likewise, mental ill-
nesses are among the most expensive and 
disabling chronic diseases. Severe mental ill-
nesses are estimated to cost the U.S. $193 
billion in lost wages in 2002. The World Health 
Organization has pronounced mental health 
disorders to be the leading cause of disability 
in the U.S. based on burden of disease. More-
over, mental illnesses often accompany and 
greatly increase the cost of treating other 
chronic conditions. Tragically, individuals with 
serious mental illness have a life expectancy 
of 25 years less than general population. 

Currently, mental health and substance 
abuse screening tools, such as Screening, 
Brief Intervention and Referral to Treatment 
(SBIRT or SBI), are being used effectively in 
many academic centers, hospitals, trauma 
centers and community health settings across 
the country. A cost assessment conducted of 
SBIRT in Washington State demonstrated a 
cost savings for the State of $2 million in Med-
icaid costs for just 1,000 patients. SBIRT is al-
ready effectively being used by the Federal 
Employees Health Benefits Program, and the 
Center for Medicare Services has also allo-
cated approximately $300 million for states 
specifically for reimbursement of SBIRT. I look 
forward to continuing to work with my col-
leagues to ensure that this life-saving prevent-
ative strategy is included in the America’s Af-
fordable Health Choices Act of 2009. 

f 

INTRODUCING AG TRUCK WEIGHTS 
LEGISLATION 

HON. BETSY MARKEY 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 21, 2009 

Ms. MARKEY of Colorado. Madam Speaker, 
today I am proud to introduce, on behalf of 
myself and my colleague ADRIAN SMITH of Ne-
braska, the House companion bill to S. 639— 
bill to help farmers and ranchers transport 
their commodities more easily. 

Being a member of both the Agriculture and 
the Transportation Committees, I understand 
how critical it is that both sectors be able to 
work together to facilitate the movement of 
commodities. Representing a largely agricul-
tural district, I know the struggles farmers go 
through to transport their crops, especially in 
this time of ever fluctuating gas prices. We 
need to be doing what we can to relieve farm-
ers of unnecessary transportation rules and 
regulations when they follow safe and respon-
sible procedures. 

When a farmer drives goods of over 10,001 
pounds across state lines, they becomes sub-
ject to the rules and regulations of commercial 
motor vehicles. Within their own State, the 

farmer is not violating any laws; however, 
once they become an ‘‘interstate carrier’’ the 
farmer is then responsible for all of the re-
quirements of an operator of a commercial 
motor vehicle. These requirements include 
having a commercial driver’s license, Depart-
ment of Transportation certification on the ve-
hicle, being subject to drug and alcohol testing 
in addition to having a medical examination 
certificate, and recording hours of service. For 
those farmers who are occasionally trans-
porting their goods across state lines and are 
not driving trucks for a living, these require-
ments are an unnecessary burden. These 
costly regulations are taking an unfair toll on 
farmers and this legislation will correct that. 
This legislation would exempt farmers from the 
10,001 pound definition of a Commercial 
Motor Vehicle when traveling between States 
and will reduce undue burdens on farmers. 

f 

FINANCIAL SERVICES AND GEN-
ERAL GOVERNMENT APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2010 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MICHELE BACHMANN 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 16, 2009 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 3170) making ap-
propriations for financial services and gen-
eral government for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 2010, and for other purposes: 

Mrs. BACHMANN. Mr. Chair, last week the 
House voted on legislation, H.R. 3170, the Fi-
nancial Services and General Government Ap-
propriations Act of 2010, which included an 
important provision to reinstate the economic 
rights of auto dealers whose franchise agree-
ments were recently terminated by GM and 
Chrysler. Along with 242 of my colleagues, I 
am a cosponsor of two pieces of legislation 
that are similar to that provision: H.R. 2743 
and H.R. 2796, both known as the Automobile 
Dealer Economic Rights Restoration Act of 
2009. 

Unfortunately, I was unable to support the 
overall appropriations bill, H.R. 3170, due to 
concerns entirely unrelated to the auto dealer 
provision. For instance, I am concerned that 
the bill allows for publicly funded abortions in 
Washington, DC. For years, there has been a 
prohibition on taxpayer-funded abortions in the 
District of Columbia—a ban which restricted 
the use of both federal and local tax dollars for 
abortions. However, this bill makes taxpayer 
funded abortion quite possible. 

The legislation also eliminates the DC Op-
portunity Scholarship Program, a school 
voucher program which has successfully im-
proved the DC public school system since its 
inception. Under the bill, no new students will 
receive funding for this program, which aids 
low-income children by giving them scholar-
ships of up to $7,500 to attend nonpublic 
schools in Washington, DC. The bill also re-
moves the current ban on legalizing medical 
marijuana in DC. 

I strongly believe that the franchise rights of 
hundreds of dealers across the nation were 
wrongfully violated throughout the course of 
the automakers’ restructuring, and I believe 
that the heavy hand of government which 
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clearly influenced the proceedings had a lot to 
do with that. I continue to call upon Congres-
sional leadership to bring H.R. 2743 or H.R. 
2796 to the floor for an up-or-down vote on 
their own merits. It should not be tucked into 
unrelated legislation, from which it can be 
plucked in conference committee. This is a se-
rious issue and it requires our full attention. 

f 

RECOGNIZING 40TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE FOOD AND NUTRITION 
SERVICE 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JOE BACA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 20, 2009 

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
strong support of H. Con. Res. 164, a resolu-
tion recognizing the 40th anniversary of the 
Food and Nutrition Services (FNS) at the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. 

I’d like to thank my colleague, Rep. JIM 
MCGOVERN, for introducing this resolution; and 
for his commitment to ending hunger in Amer-
ica. 

As Chairman of the House Agriculture Sub-
committee on Nutrition, I am proud to stand 
today in support of the mission of the FNS— 
to provide access to nutrious foods to needy 
American families. 

Since 1969, the FNS has been promoting 
sound nutrition and working to end hunger in 
America. 

Every day, 36 million Americans are given 
access to healthy foods they may otherwise 
not be able to afford if not for the good work 
done by so many individuals at the FNS. 

I am proud of the numerous improvements 
we made to federal nutrition programs in the 
2008 farm bill. 

This includes a $10 billion increase in fund-
ing that puts food on the table for more vet-
erans, elderly, disabled, and needy American 
families. 

But none of these funding improvements 
would have made a difference if it wasn’t for 
the great work of the FNS and its dedicated 
staff members stationed across the United 
States. 

In today’s terrible economic climate—the 
mission of the FNS, to prevent hunger in 
America, is more important than ever. 

I urge my colleagues to express their sup-
port for the great work of the dedicated Ameri-
cans at the FNS, and vote in favor of H. Con. 
Res. 164. 

f 

HONORING COMMAND SERGEANT 
MAJOR NEIL RUSSELL FOR 38 
YEARS OF SERVICE 

HON. PHIL GINGREY 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 21, 2009 

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to honor a fellow Georgian, Com-
mand Sergeant Major (CSM) Neil Russell, on 
his retirement after more than 38 years of 
service in the Georgia Army National Guard. 
CSM Russell’s dedication to duty and service 
throughout his career has led to numerous ac-

complishments that he will undoubtedly carry 
with him forever as he moves into the next 
phase of his life. 

CSM Russell began his military career with 
the Georgia Army National Guard when he 
graduated high school in 1971, and he has 
been humbly serving our nation in this capac-
ity ever since. His military education includes 
the Fire Direction Computer Course, the Equal 
Opportunity and Race Relations Course, the 
NCOES Advance and Senior Courses, the 
Battle Skills Course, the U.S. Army Sergeants 
Major Academy Course, the U.S. Army Com-
mand Sergeants Major Designee Course, and 
the Bradley Infantry Crewman Course at nu-
merous military installations across the coun-
try. These experiences laid the course for an 
illustrious career for CSM Russell. He also 
holds an Associates Degree in Science from 
Brunswick Junior College and a Bachelor of 
Science from Excelsior College in Albany, NY. 

CSM Russell served in the 118th Field Artil-
lery Brigade in Savannah, GA as a Fire Direc-
tion Specialist and Operations NCO until Au-
gust of 1981, when he was assigned to the 
Service Battery 2nd Battalion, 214th Field Ar-
tillery as the Battalion Supply Sergeant. In 
May of 1985, he was transferred back to the 
118th Field Artillery Brigade. He remained 
there until September of 1992 when he was 
transferred to the 1st Battalion, 118th Field Ar-
tillery Battalion as the Battalion Operations 
NCO, and in May of 1999 he was selected 
and transferred to the 122nd Rear Operations 
Center (ROC) as the unit Operations Sergeant 
Major. Finally, in May of 2005, CSM Russell 
was selected and reassigned as the JFHQ 
Command Sergeant Major for the Georgia 
Army National Guard, and he has honorably 
served in this capacity until his retirement. 

CSM Russell trained at the National Train-
ing Center in Ft. Irwin, CA with the 1st Bat-
talion, 118th Field Artillery in 1996 and has 
participated in numerous OCONUS exercises 
while serving in the 122nd ROC. In November 
of 2000, he mobilized with the 122nd ROC in 
support of Operation Enduring Freedom. The 
122nd ROC became the basis around which a 
task force was created to establish, coordi-
nate, and manage the civil affairs mission in 
Afghanistan. In January of 2002, CSM Russell 
deployed with the task force to Kabul, Afghani-
stan, and he functioned as the Task Force 
Command Sergeant Major until June of 2002, 
when he re-deployed. This task force was 
awarded the Joint Meritorious Unit Award for 
exceptional achievement for the period be-
tween November of 2001 and July of 2002. 

Throughout his illustrious career, CSM Rus-
sell has been presented the Georgia State Ac-
tive Duty Ribbon, the Georgia Commendation 
Medal, the National Defense Service Medal 
with Service Star, the Army Reserve Compo-
nent Achievement Medal, the Armed Forces 
Reserve Medal, the Army Service Ribbon, the 
NCO Professional Development Ribbon, the 
Army Reserve Component Overseas Training 
Ribbon, the Humanitarian Service Medal, the 
Joint Services Achievement Medal, the Army 
Achievement Medal, the Armed Forces Expe-
ditionary Medal, the Army Commendation 
Medal, the Meritorious Service Medal, and the 
Bronze Star Medal. Each one of these medals 
and ribbons signify the admirable service that 
CSM Russell has graciously displayed in his 
career in the Georgia Army National Guard. 

CSM Russell has made a lasting contribu-
tion to the capability of today’s United States 

Army National Guard. His superior perform-
ance of duties highlights the culmination of 
more than 37 years of honorable and dedi-
cated Army National Guard service. My home 
state of Georgia and our nation are proud of 
CSM Russell’s exemplary professional com-
petence, sound judgment, and total dedication 
to duty. He has reflected great credit upon 
himself and has always upheld the highest tra-
ditions of the Army National Guard. I wish Neil 
and his family all the best in their future en-
deavors as he enters into a well-deserved re-
tirement after such a distinguished career of 
service. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 21, 2009 

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Madam 
Speaker, I am having back surgery, which will 
require me to miss votes the last two weeks 
of July. I will be returning, stronger and better 
than ever, to do my work for the 4th Congres-
sional District of NY when Congress recon-
venes in September. 

Yesterday, I missed two votes. Had I been 
present I would have voted. 

Rollcall No. 593, on Approving the Journal, 
I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

Rollcall No. 594, on the Motion to Suspend 
the Rules and Agree to H. Res. 607, I would 
have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

Rollcall No. 595, on the Motion to Suspend 
the Rules and Pass H.R. 2245, I would have 
voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

THE LIBERAL SLIDE 

HON. CLIFF STEARNS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 21, 2009 

Mr. STEARNS. Madam Speaker, as the 
polls show disapproval for the Democrat 
health care up to 44 percent and now more 
than 43 percent of Americans now see the 
Obama Democrats as the old-style, tax and 
spend liberals. The President is starting to 
take note. 

He has delayed the White House release of 
its mid-year budget review. The administration 
officials have rescheduled its release to con-
ceal record-breaking deficits. At the same 
time, the Democrat leaders rush to take over 
healthcare and they continue to push cap and 
tax legislation. 

Both of these bills will push spending out of 
control. 

The Democrats won’t even listen to the 
CBO Director Elmendorf who said their 
healthcare bill won’t save money but will add 
to the deficit. 

Madam Speaker, the Democrats need to 
work in a bipartisan way to gain control of our 
spending to create jobs for the American peo-
ple. 
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