July 21, 2009

INSTRUCTING MANAGERS IN THE
IMPEACHMENT OF JUDGE KENT
TO ADVISE THE SENATE THAT
THE HOUSE DOES NOT DESIRE
FURTHER TO URGE THE ARTI-
CLES OF IMPEACHMENT

SPEECH OF

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 20, 2009

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, as Chairman of
the House Judiciary Committee Task Force on
Judicial Impeachment that was directed to in-
quire whether Judge Samuel B. Kent should
be impeached, | rise to discuss the resolution
before the House today and urge its adoption.

On June 19, 2009, the House of Represent-
atives voted to impeach Samuel B. Kent,
judge of the United States District Court for
the Southern District of Texas, for high crimes
and misdemeanors. Four Articles of Impeach-
ment were agreed to without dissent.

On June 24, 2009, | was joined by the other
House Managers in this matter in presenting
the Articles of Impeachment to the United
States Senate, whereupon proceedings were
commenced. Later that day, Judge Kent was
served with a summons by the Senate Ser-
geant at Arms, commanding an answer to the
Articles of Impeachment. Upon being served,
Judge Kent tendered his resignation to the
President of the United States, effective June
30, 2009, which was accepted by the Presi-
dent.

On July 6, 2009, the managers on the part
of the House advised the Senate, sitting as a
court of impeachment in this proceeding, of
the resignation and its acceptance, and further
advised the Senate that the managers had de-
termined to recommend to the House that the
pending impeachment proceedings in the Sen-
ate be discontinued.

Given that Samuel B. Kent is no longer a
civil officer of the United States, having
ceased to be a judge, the managers on the
part of the House of Representatives respect-
fully recommend that the impeachment pro-
ceedings pending in the Senate be discon-
tinued.

The resolution before us today instructs the
House Managers to return to the Senate, to
inform the Senate that, in light of Samuel
Kent’s resignation, the House no longer seeks
to urge the articles of impeachment in trial be-
fore the Senate. This will enable the Senate to
dispense with the pending trial.

| wish to emphasize that, although the Sen-
ate trial has proved unnecessary, the House
has fulfilled its purpose of seeking to remove
from office a judge who had committed high
crimes and misdemeanors rendering him unfit
to continue serving.

| would like to thank all my House col-
leagues for helping bring this matter to a suc-
cessful result—and particularly my colleague
BoB GOODLATTE of Virginia, the Ranking Mem-
ber of the Impeachment Task Force, for his
leadership.

| urge the House to adopt this resolution.
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EARMARK DECLARATION
HON. CLIFF STEARNS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 21, 2009

Mr. STEARNS. Madam Speaker, pursuant
to the Republican Leadership standards on
earmarks, | am submitting the following infor-
mation regarding earmarks | have received in
the Commerce, Justice, State Appropriations
Act, the Homeland Security Appropriations Act
and the Energy and Water Appropriations Act.

Requesting Member: Congressman CLIFF
STEARNS

Bill Number: H.R. 2847

Account: Department of Justice,
Byrne Discretionary Grants

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Alachua
County, FL

Address of Requesting Entity: 12 South
East 1st Street, Gainesville, FL 32601

Description of Request: | have secured
$900,000 for Alachua County, FL. Alachua
County will use the funds to provide an inte-
grated, coordinated continuum of care using
evidenced-based practices where there will be
“no wrong door” to enter treatment. Persons
will be assessed and provided with a level of
treatment consistent with individual need. |
certify that neither | nor my spouse has any fi-
nancial interest in this project.

Requesting Member: Congressman CLIFF
STEARNS

Bill Number: H.R. 2847

Account: Department of Justice, OJP—Ju-
venile Justice

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Devereux
Kids Florida

Address of Requesting Entity: 1629 NW 4th
Street, Suite 102, Ocala, FL 34475

Description of Request: | have secured
$200,000 for Devereux Kids Florida. The fund-
ing will be used by Devereux Kids Florida to
provide support services and interdiction on
behalf of children has been delegated to re-
gional coordinating bodies and local commu-
nity-based organizations. Devereux Kids has
developed a successful model of providing in-
formation, family services and reunification
services which currently serves 10 counties. |
certify that neither | nor my spouse has any fi-
nancial interest in this project.

Requesting Member: Congressman CLIFF
STEARNS

Bill Number: H.R. 2847

Account: Department of Justice, OJP—Ju-
venile Justice

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: ARISE
Foundation

Address of Requesting Entity: 824 US High-
way 1, Suite 240, North Palm Beach, FL
33408

Description of Request: | have secured
$550,000 for the ARISE Foundation. The fund-
ing will be used by the ARISE Foundation to
provide Florida Juvenile Justice Staff on a
state-wide basis with in depth training and
specialized ARISE Life Management Skills les-
sons to conduct guided group discussions with
incarcerated high-risk youth. | certify that nei-
ther | nor my spouse has any financial interest
in this project.

Requesting Member: Congressman CLIFF
STEARNS

Bill Number: H.R. 2892

Account: FEMA

OJP—

E1861

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Lake
County, FL

Address of Requesting Entity: 315 West
Main Street, Tavares, FL 32778

Description of Request: | have secured
$800,000 for Lake County, FL. The funding
will be used by Lake County, FL to provide a
desperately needed full-time dedicated Emer-
gency Operations Center for Lake County, FL.
| certify that neither | nor my spouse has any
financial interest in this project.

Requesting Member: Congressman CLIFF
STEARNS

Bill Number: H.R. 3183

Account: Corp of Engineers—Construction

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: The Jack-
sonville Port Authority

Address of Requesting Entity: 2831
Talleyrand Avenue, Jacksonville, FL 32206

Description of Request: | have secured
$1,000,000 for the Jacksonville Port Authority.
The funding will be used by the Jacksonville
Port Authority for continuing construction for
dredging improvements due to both safety and
economic risks posed by the narrowness of
the channel, as recommended by the Army
Corps of Engineers. | certify that neither | nor
my spouse has any financial interest in this
project.

Requesting Member: Congressman CLIFF
STEARNS

Bill Number: H.R. 3183

Account: DOE—EERE

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Central
Florida Community College

Address of Requesting Entity: Post Office
Box 1388, Ocala, FL 34478

Description of Request: | have secured
$300,000 for Central Florida Community Col-
lege. The funding will be used by Central Flor-
ida Community College to purchase and install
equipment to reduce energy losses, use en-
ergy more efficiently, and capture energy from
natural sunlight. | certify that neither | nor my
spouse has any financial interest in this
project.

Requesting Member: Congressman CLIFF
STEARNS

Bill Number: H.R. 3183

Account: DOE—Electricity Delivery and En-
ergy Reliability

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Florida In-
stitute for Human and Machine Cognition

Address of Requesting Entity: 15 Southeast
Osceola Avenue, Ocala, FL 34471

Description of Request: | have secured
$750,000 for the Florida Institute for Human
and Machine Cognition. The funding will be
used by the Florida Institute for Human and
Machine Cognition to build upon proven, bio-
logically-inspired technology to create a sys-
tem-centric defense infrastructure for SCADA
systems that will greatly improve their intrinsic
resilience to environmental effects and mali-
cious attacks. | certify that neither | nor my
spouse has any financial interest in this
project.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 21, 2009

Mr. WITTMAN. Madam Speaker, | missed
the following rollcall votes on July 20, 2009




E1862

because | was unavoidably detained while
traveling in the district. Had | been present, |
would have voted “nay” on rollcall vote 593
(motion to approve the Journal) and “aye” on
rollcall votes 594 (a motion to suspend the
rules and agree to H. Res. 607) and 595 (a
motion to suspend the rules and agree to H.R.
2245).

EARMARK DECLARATION

HON. HAROLD ROGERS

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 21, 2009

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Madam Speaker,
pursuant to the House Republican standards
on congressionally-directed funding, | am sub-
mitting the following information regarding
funding included in H.R. 3170—Financial
Services and General Government Appropria-
tions Act, 2010

Requesting Member: Congressman HAROLD
ROGERS

Bill Number: H.R. 3170

Account: ONDCP

Legal Name of Recipient: National Alliance
for Model State Drug Laws

Address of Recipient: 1414 Prince Street,
Alexandria, VA 22314

Description of Request: As also requested
by the President, provides $1,250,000 in di-
rected funding to assist states with their efforts
to address diversion of, abuse of, misuse of,
and addiction to prescription drugs. The Na-
tional Alliance for Model State Drug Laws
(NAMSDL) is a non-profit organization that
serves as a resource for governors, state leg-
islators, drug and alcohol professionals, com-
munity leaders, and others striving for com-
prehensive and effective state drug and alco-
hol laws, policies and programs. NAMSDL'’s
national network of drug and alcohol experts
researches and analyzes model drug and al-
cohol laws, and facilitates working relation-
ships among state and community leaders and
drug and alcohol professionals. The prolifera-
tion of addictive pain-relief prescription drugs
in Kentucky and across the country neces-
sitates continued funding of NAMSDL pro-
grams.

——
PREVENTIVE MENTAL HEALTH
AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE
SCREENING

HON. PATRICK J. KENNEDY

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 21, 2009

Mr. KENNEDY. Madam Speaker, as we
continue to craft a meaningful, necessary re-
form of our health care system, we must con-
tinue to embrace prevention, the provision of
whole-body care, and the reversal of the cur-
rent “sick-care” system. With this in mind, | re-
spectfully ask you to ensure that screening for
mental health and substance abuse is in-
cluded as one of the preventative services
proposed by the America’s Affordable Health
Choices Act of 2009.

The pervasiveness of mental illness and
substance abuse in our society continues to
be disconcerting. In 2007, over 20 million indi-
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viduals were diagnosed with substance de-
pendence or abuse. However, less than 10
percent received treatment for their disorders.
By some estimates, the societal health and
economic costs of alcohol and drug abuse are
estimated at $366 billion per year. Conversely,
screening has an estimated net savings of
$294 per person offered screening.

Extensive data documents that drug and al-
cohol addiction treatment is as effective as
treatment for other chronic medical conditions
such as cancer, diabetes, and heart disease.
Substance addiction, like cancer, diabetes,
and heart disease, is a preventable and treat-
able chronic disease. Likewise, mental ill-
nesses are among the most expensive and
disabling chronic diseases. Severe mental ill-
nesses are estimated to cost the U.S. $193
billion in lost wages in 2002. The World Health
Organization has pronounced mental health
disorders to be the leading cause of disability
in the U.S. based on burden of disease. More-
over, mental illnesses often accompany and
greatly increase the cost of treating other
chronic conditions. Tragically, individuals with
serious mental illness have a life expectancy
of 25 years less than general population.

Currently, mental health and substance
abuse screening tools, such as Screening,
Brief Intervention and Referral to Treatment
(SBIRT or SBI), are being used effectively in
many academic centers, hospitals, trauma
centers and community health settings across
the country. A cost assessment conducted of
SBIRT in Washington State demonstrated a
cost savings for the State of $2 million in Med-
icaid costs for just 1,000 patients. SBIRT is al-
ready effectively being used by the Federal
Employees Health Benefits Program, and the
Center for Medicare Services has also allo-
cated approximately $300 million for states
specifically for reimbursement of SBIRT. | look
forward to continuing to work with my col-
leagues to ensure that this life-saving prevent-
ative strategy is included in the America’s Af-
fordable Health Choices Act of 2009.

———

INTRODUCING AG TRUCK WEIGHTS
LEGISLATION

HON. BETSY MARKEY

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 21, 2009

Ms. MARKEY of Colorado. Madam Speaker,
today | am proud to introduce, on behalf of
myself and my colleague ADRIAN SMITH of Ne-
braska, the House companion bill to S. 639—
bill to help farmers and ranchers transport
their commodities more easily.

Being a member of both the Agriculture and
the Transportation Committees, | understand
how critical it is that both sectors be able to
work together to facilitate the movement of
commodities. Representing a largely agricul-
tural district, | know the struggles farmers go
through to transport their crops, especially in
this time of ever fluctuating gas prices. We
need to be doing what we can to relieve farm-
ers of unnecessary transportation rules and
regulations when they follow safe and respon-
sible procedures.

When a farmer drives goods of over 10,001
pounds across state lines, they becomes sub-
ject to the rules and regulations of commercial
motor vehicles. Within their own State, the
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farmer is not violating any laws; however,
once they become an “interstate carrier” the
farmer is then responsible for all of the re-
quirements of an operator of a commercial
motor vehicle. These requirements include
having a commercial driver's license, Depart-
ment of Transportation certification on the ve-
hicle, being subject to drug and alcohol testing
in addition to having a medical examination
certificate, and recording hours of service. For
those farmers who are occasionally trans-
porting their goods across state lines and are
not driving trucks for a living, these require-
ments are an unnecessary burden. These
costly regulations are taking an unfair toll on
farmers and this legislation will correct that.
This legislation would exempt farmers from the
10,001 pound definition of a Commercial
Motor Vehicle when traveling between States
and will reduce undue burdens on farmers.

————

FINANCIAL SERVICES AND GEN-
ERAL GOVERNMENT APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2010

SPEECH OF

HON. MICHELE BACHMANN

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 16, 2009

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 3170) making ap-
propriations for financial services and gen-
eral government for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2010, and for other purposes:

Mrs. BACHMANN. Mr. Chair, last week the
House voted on legislation, H.R. 3170, the Fi-
nancial Services and General Government Ap-
propriations Act of 2010, which included an
important provision to reinstate the economic
rights of auto dealers whose franchise agree-
ments were recently terminated by GM and
Chrysler. Along with 242 of my colleagues, |
am a cosponsor of two pieces of legislation
that are similar to that provision: H.R. 2743
and H.R. 2796, both known as the Automobile
Dealer Economic Rights Restoration Act of
2009.

Unfortunately, | was unable to support the
overall appropriations bill, H.R. 3170, due to
concerns entirely unrelated to the auto dealer
provision. For instance, | am concerned that
the bill allows for publicly funded abortions in
Washington, DC. For years, there has been a
prohibition on taxpayer-funded abortions in the
District of Columbia—a ban which restricted
the use of both federal and local tax dollars for
abortions. However, this bill makes taxpayer
funded abortion quite possible.

The legislation also eliminates the DC Op-
portunity Scholarship Program, a school
voucher program which has successfully im-
proved the DC public school system since its
inception. Under the bill, no new students will
receive funding for this program, which aids
low-income children by giving them scholar-
ships of up to $7,500 to attend nonpublic
schools in Washington, DC. The bill also re-
moves the current ban on legalizing medical
marijuana in DC.

| strongly believe that the franchise rights of
hundreds of dealers across the nation were
wrongfully violated throughout the course of
the automakers’ restructuring, and | believe
that the heavy hand of government which
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