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of Andrés Bello, the Venezuelan leader and
tutor of Simo6n Bolivar.

And there is also now a Center of Islamic
Studies at NYU.

In addition, there are thousands of stu-
dents from countries all over the world at-
tending classes in New York City, and par-
ticularly important, New York University
now has a number of centers abroad—in Lon-
don, Paris, Prague, Florence and Ghana. We
have just celebrated the 50th anniversary of
NYU in Madrid, an opportunity that enabled
me recently to have the privilege of an audi-
ence with His Majesty, King Juan Carlos I of
Spain. And we are now opening campuses in
Abu Dhabi, Buenos Aires and Shanghai and
before long will do so in Mexico.

KING JUAN CARLOS I OF SPAIN CENTER AT NYU

But, of course, I take particular pride in
the creation at NYU of the King Juan Carlos
I of Spain Center, a Center for the study of
modern Spain, a Center I dedicated just ten
years ago in the presence of His Majesty, the
King; Her Majesty, Queen Sofia, of the Greek
Royal Family; and the then First Lady of
the United States, Hillary Rodham Clinton.

Here I note that we have established a
foundation to raise funds to support the ac-
tivities of the Center. I am President of the
Foundation; His Majesty, King Juan Carlos,
has graciously agreed to serve as Honorary
President; Jesus Sainz Munoz, of Promo Ma-
drid, is Vice President.

In 1983, I had the privilege of awarding an
honorary degree to His Majesty and an-
nouncing the creation of a professorship in
his name under which we have invited lead-
ing scholars of modern Spain to lecture at
New York University, including Raymond
Carr, Francisco Ayala, José Maria Maravall,
Hugh Thomas, Jon Juaristi, Estrella de
Diego, Victor Pérez-Diaz, Juan Goytisolo
and Baltasar Garzon.

The founding Director of the Center was
Professor James Fernandez, who served with
great dedication from 1995 until 2007; he was
succeeded by another outstanding scholar of
Spanish culture, Professor Jo Labanyi. I
here must also salute the Director of the
King Juan Carlos Center office in Madrid,
John Healey, who has known Spain for many
years.

Another distinguished leader who has lec-
tured at our King Juan Carlos I of Spain Cen-
ter is a longtime friend, someone well known
to all of you and with whom I met only
weeks ago in New York City, the distin-
guished former Mayor of Barcelona and
President of the Generalitat, Pasqual
Maragall i Mira. I also saw Mayor Maragall,
by the way, at the Queen Sofia Spanish In-
stitute, of which I am a trustee, where we
were hosted by another friend of many years,
president of the Institute, Inmaculada de
Habsburgo.

Pasqual’s contribution to the King Juan
Carlos I of Spain Center was consolidated in
1998 when he spent a semester as Distin-
guished Visiting Fellow at the Center. Under
his direction, the Center organized an inter-
national symposium, ‘A World of Cities,” at-
tended by mayors and other urban leaders
from Latin America as well as Spain and the
United States.

As you can see, my relationship with
Catalonia does not end with my study of an-
archism. An important chapter revolves
around the University of Barcelona, as I
shall explain.

CATALAN STUDIES AT NYU

When in 1981 I became president of New
York University, I was approached by Xavier
Rubert de Ventos and the then new Mayor of
Barcelona, Pasqual Maragall, together with
the Rector of the University of Barcelona,
Dr. Antoni Badia i Margarit, and Mary Ann
Newman, at the time an NYU graduate stu-
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dent. They all urged me to create the
Catedra Barcelona-Nova York, a program of
Catalan Studies and educational exchange
between our two institutions. The City Hall
of Barcelona and the U.S.-Spain Fulbright
Commission financed the project.

In the first years of the Catedra, which
lasted from 1983 to 1986, NYU hosted, among
others, Marti de Riquer, Xavier Rubert de
Ventos, Eugenio Trias, Lluls Izquierdo, Pep
Subiros, Mary Nash and Jordi Llovet.

Anthony Bonner offered a four-part sem-
inar on Ramon Llull to coincide with the
publication by Princeton University Press of
his groundbreaking translation, Selected
Works by Ramon Llull. There were also lec-
tures by Miguel Roca, David Rosenthal and,
I am pleased to say, Mercé Vilanova. By the
way, I must here note an excellent article by
Professor Vilanova, ‘‘Anarchism, Political
Participation and Illiteracy in Barcelona Be-
tween 1934 and 1936’°, published in the Amer-
ican Historical Review.

The Catalan language classes at NYU also
bore fruit. One of the most prominent North
American specialists in Catalan art, Pro-
fessor Robert Lubar of the Institute of Fine
Arts at NYU, studied Catalan in his program.
He has been the mentor of a generation of
Catalan experts, including two NYU profes-
sors, Jordana Mendelson and Miriam Basilio,
and the curator of the current exhibition on
Joan Miro at the Museum of Modern Art, Dr.
Anne Umland.

Two years ago, the office of President
Maragall of the Generalitat earmarked funds
to establish the Catalan Center at New York
University through the Institute Ramon
Lull, which also provided funds to teach
Catalan language and culture in our Depart-
ment of Spanish and Portuguese.

The Catalan Center at New York Univer-
sity, led most ably by Mary Ann Newman,
has proved to be a dynamic partner in the
NYU Center for European and Mediterranean
Studies and a close partner of our King Juan
Carlos I of Spain Center.

For example, the Catalan Center, orga-
nized two years ago, has sponsored the fol-
lowing events:

‘“A Mediterranean Mirror,”” an exhibition
of books on Catalan law, an opening at-
tended by President Ernest Benach of the
Parliament of Catalonia, and Director of the
Institut Ramon Llull, Josep Bargallo.

The Catalan Center has also sponsored a
symposium titled, ‘“‘Exalted by the Old, in
Love with the New”’, to accompany the exhi-
bition at the Metropolitan Museum, ‘‘Bar-
celona and Modernity: Gaudi, Picasso, Dali”.

The Catalan Center has collaborated as
well with the Museum of Modern Art in New
York City on three events involving Catalan
culture: a Pere Portabella film series; an ex-
hibition on Salvador Dali, “Art and Film’’;
and the current exhibition on Joan Miro.

Last September, The Catalan Center also
co-hosted a conference on ‘“The New Medi-
terranean,” in cooperation with the Euro-
pean Institute of the Mediterranean (IEMed),
an institution based in Barcelona that pro-
motes research and dialogue on the North-
South relationship in the Mediterranean.

Only weeks ago, I add, Professor Vilanova
joined us in New York for a symposium on
the distinguished Catalan novelist, Mercedes
Rodoredo.

And last month, by way of illustrating our
efforts to cooperate with other relevant or-
ganizations, the King Juan Carlos I of Spain
Center hosted, with the Abraham Lincoln
Brigade Archives, which promotes discussion
of the Spanish Civil War, ‘‘La Despedida’’, an
event to recall how the people of Barcelona,
in October 1938, bade farewell to the volun-
teers from many nations who came to defend
the Republic.

So you can see from what I have told you
that our university has made a serious, in-

E183

deed, deep, commitment to the study of
Catalonia and of Spain.

I trust you will understand, therefore,
from what I've said, why I am so profoundly
moved by the honor that the University of
Barcelona has done me today.

I accept this honor not solely for myself
but for my colleagues at New York Univer-
sity who share my dedication to the study of
Spain and the study of Catalonia. R

De tot el que us he explicat es despren que
la nostra Universitat ha assumit un
compromis serios i, de fet, profund amb
1I’estudi de Catalunya i d’Espanya.

Per tant, espero que entendreu, per tot el
que he dit, per qué em sento tan
profundament emocionat per 1’honor que la
Universitat de Barcelona m’ha atorgat avui.

Accepto aquest honor no nomes per a mi,
sind també per als meus companys de la
Universitat de Nova York, que comparteixen
la meva dedicacio a I’estudi d’Espanya i a
I’estudi de Catalunya.

iMuchas gracias!

Moltes gracies!

TRIBUTE TO SHANNON DYKSTRA
HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2009

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the excellence in education in the
4th Congressional District of lowa, and to spe-
cifically congratulate Shannon Dykstra of Nora
Springs-Rock Falls Community School District,
who earned the National Board Certification—
the highest level of certification in the teaching
profession.

National Board Certification is a voluntary
assessment program designed to recognize
and reward great teachers. National Board
Certified Teachers (NBCTs) have successfully
demonstrated advanced teaching knowledge,
skills and practices. Certification is achieved
through a rigorous, performance-based as-
sessment that typically takes one to three
years to complete. Certification is offered in 25
different subjects, covering 97 percent of the
subjects taught in K-12 schools.

| congratulate Shannon Dykstra on her well-
deserved certification, and I'm certain that she
will continue to touch the lives of many youth
in her community. It is a great honor to rep-
resent Shannon in the United States Con-
gress, and | wish her continued success.

——

HONORING THE WORK OF
SUPERVISOR MIKE REILLY

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2009

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise today along with my colleague,
Congresswoman LYNN WOOLSEY, to honor one
of our districts’ most hard-working public serv-
ants, Mike Reilly of Forestville, California, who
has recently retired from the Sonoma County
Board of Supervisors.

For twelve years as County Supervisor,
Mike represented Sonoma County’s 5th Dis-
trict, a vast rambling, and fantastically beau-
tiful place that encompasses the entire 53
miles of Sonoma County’s coast, redwood for-
ests, vineyards, the Russian River, and the
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western edge of our largest city, Santa Rosa.
Known as “West County,” the 5th District is
Sonoma County’s most progressive with a vi-
brant and diverse population of ethnicity, sex-
ual orientation and economic backgrounds.
Mike Reilly, with his intelligence, people skills
and encyclopedic knowledge of politics rep-
resented every one of his constituencies.

Mike is a Bay Area native born on May 27,
1944 in San Mateo, California. Always inter-
ested in politics, his first office was senior
class president at Hayward High and later,
student body president at Chabot College.
Mike was an Army volunteer and served two
years in Okinawa. The young veteran returned
to the Bay Area after completing his tour of
duty and began working as a youth counselor.
He became one of the founders and eventu-
ally Executive Director of the Hayward-based
Project Eden, a non-profit organization that of-
fered drug counseling to the city’'s “street
kids.”

In 1977, Mike moved to Sonoma County to
begin working for the county’s drug and alco-
hol program, again as a counselor to youth.
Mike settled in Forestville and soon became
active in west county politics, no doubt influ-
enced by his neighbor, Ernie Carpenter, who
became the 5th District Supervisor in 1978.

From 1981 to 1985, Mike served as Admin-
istrative Assistant to state Assemblyman Dan
Hauser, whose 1st District ran from Sonoma
County to the Oregon border. During his ten-
ure with Hauser, Mike was a key player in the
designation of the Lost Coast Sinkyone Wil-
derness Area for public use, drafting initial leg-
islation banning oil and gas development in
Northern California state waters, the restora-
tion of the Point Arena Pier, and regional
issues pertaining to fishing and timber extrac-
tion.

In 1986 Mike Reilly became Executive Di-
rector of West County Community Services, a
non-profit that grew from a 70’s era all volun-
teer “River Switchboard,” to an organization
offering a variety of services for people of all
ages. Under Mike’s leadership, West County
Community Services developed an excellent
drug and alcohol abuse programs, led in the
establishment of the Russian River Senior
Center and the Sebastopol Teen Center and
opened a homeless shelter. For thirteen years,
Mike also served as a trustee for the Forest-
ville Elementary School District and the West
County High School District.

When Supervisor Carpenter announced his
retirement from public office in 1995, Mike
Reilly embarked on a grueling eighteen month
campaign to successfully succeed him. Mike’s
hard fought campaign and subsequent service
allowed him to coast to two unopposed re-
election victories in the years ahead. These
were not years without challenges, however,
including huge floods on the lower Russian
River in 1997 and 1999, years of underfunded
services in rural areas and the heavily urban-
ized Roseland area in the district, and a
sometimes lonely role as an environmental ad-
vocate on the Board of Supervisors.

Despite these difficulties Mike was able to
forge agreements that led to county support of
home elevation program on the flood prone
Russian River, the formation of the Russian
River Redevelopment District, and ordinances
regulating forest conversions and vineyard
grading, as well as untangling hundreds of
county problems for his constituents. Mike was
also a powerful presence on the County’s
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Open Space and Agricultural Preservation Dis-
trict, and instrumental in protecting thousands
of acres of land under county ownership or
conservation easements.

During the same 12 years, Mike also served
on the California Coastal Commission, includ-
ing two years as the Commission’s Chair. He
has been recognized by statewide environ-
mental groups as having the strongest con-
servation record of any of the publically elect-
ed members of the Commission.

| would also note that Mike Reilly is a key
player in moving forward the Gulf of the
Farallones and Cordell Bank National Marine
Sanctuaries Boundary Modification and Pro-
tection Act, a bill that would provide perma-
nent protection for the entire Sonoma Coast.
Mike led successful efforts to endorse the bill
by both the Sonoma County Board of Super-
visors and the California Coastal Commission.
With our new Administration these efforts will
result in passage.

This year Mike is celebrating another 12-
year anniversary, his marriage to Judi, which
took place on January 25, 1997, in a home in
Guerneville in the midst of a flood emergency.
Mike and Judi, their three daughters, Kimberly,
Sheri and Kelly, as well as Kelly’'s husband
Stewart and their son, Stetson, and Sheri’s fi-
ance, Will, make up a loving and supportive
family with great political energy and philoso-
phies.

Although Mike has retired from the Board of
Supervisors, we will not let him leave us. He
continues to serve as a board member of
Coastwalk, California’s unique coastal edu-
cation program and on New Ways to Work, a
national non-profit that is finding ways to train
youth for the new economy. Knowing of Mike’s
energy, his intelligence and his savvy, his can-
do attitude, we expect that although Mike will
be able to play more golf now, he will continue
to exert his powerful and positive influence on
our community and our world.

HONORING WILLIAM MARK FELT

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2009

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, | rise to
honor the memory of a singular American who
helped our democracy triumph in one of our
darkest moments.

| speak of William Mark Felt, a former Asso-
ciate Director of the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation (FBI), who was instrumental in uncov-
ering the great abuse of presidential power
known as Watergate. Mark Felt died on De-
cember 18, 2008, in Santa Rosa, California in
my district, more than 30 years after retiring
from a career that included major roles in the
turbulent and sometimes troubling history of
the FBI.

It was Mark Felt’s role of whistleblower in
the Watergate affair that led to the resignation
of President Nixon that will forever ensure his
place in history. For Mark Felt was “Deep
Throat” the inside informant of Bob Woodward
of the Washington Post. Mark was the person
who that lent credibility and verification to
Woodward’s and Carl Bernstein’s investigation
of what lay behind the 1972 break-in at the
Democratic National Committee’s head-
quarters at the Watergate Hotel.
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Over the next two years, Americans learned
that the Watergate break-in was conducted by
the same team of burglars who had attempted
to discredit another whistleblower, Daniel
Ellsberg, who had leaked revelations about
government lies about the Vietnam War to the
New York Times. Through the press and con-
gressional investigations they discovered that
the President of the United States had his own
illegal slush fund which his subordinates used
to bankroll political espionage; that high rank-
ing executive department officials were privy
to these illegalities, that a presidential “en-
emies list” existed, and that the executive
branch used its powers to punish those en-
emies through tax audits and extra-legal in-
vestigations.

We had a president that had set himself
above the law, a man who abused the trust of
the people of the United States and his own
oath of office. Fortunately, Mark Felt stood up
and decided not to allow the FBI to be a tool
in these dark schemes. In the shadowy cavern
of a parking garage in Washington, DC, Mark
Felt, risking his job, his reputation, his per-
sonal liberty (in a time before whistleblower
protection laws) told Bob Woodward what the
FBI had uncovered about Watergate, ensuring
that its findings would not be suppressed.

In the late summer of 1974 when President
Nixon’s own party leaders in the Senate told
him that impeachment was inevitable, he re-
signed, ending what had become an imperial
presidency. The ship of state had righted
itself; the system worked, however imperfectly.

Mark Felt's moment in history has a lesson
for us. One man standing up to tyranny can
make a difference, and the truth can indeed
set us free.

————

TRIBUTE TO JULIE FITZGERALD

HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2009

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the excellence in education in the
4th Congressional District of lowa, and to spe-
cifically congratulate Julie Fitzgerald of West
Des Moines Community School District, who
earned the National Board Certification—the
highest level of certification in the teaching
profession.

National Board Certification is a voluntary
assessment program designed to recognize
and reward great teachers. National Board
Certified Teachers (NBCTs) have successfully
demonstrated advanced teaching knowledge,
skills and practices. Certification is achieved
through a rigorous, performance-based as-
sessment that typically takes one to three
years to complete. Certification is offered in 25
different subjects, covering 97 percent of the
subjects taught in K-12 schools.

| congratulate Julie Fitzgerald on her well-
deserved certification, and I'm certain that she
will continue to touch the lives of many youth
in her community. It is a great honor to rep-
resent Julie in the United States Congress,
and | wish her continued success.
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