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county problems for his constituents. Mike was
also a powerful presence on the County’s
Open Space and Agricultural Preservation Dis-
trict, and instrumental in protecting thousands
of acres of land under county ownership or
conservation easements.

During the same 12 years, Mike also served
on the California Coastal Commission, includ-
ing two years as the Commission’s Chair. He
has been recognized by statewide environ-
mental groups as having the strongest con-
servation record of any of the publically elect-
ed members of the Commission.

| would also note that Mike Reilly is a key
player in moving forward the Gulf of the
Farallones and Cordell Bank National Marine
Sanctuaries Boundary Modification and Pro-
tection Act, a bill that would provide perma-
nent protection for the entire Sonoma Coast.
Mike led successful efforts to endorse the bill
by both the Sonoma County Board of Super-
visors and the California Coastal Commission.
With our new Administration these efforts will
result in passage.

This year Mike is celebrating another 12-
year anniversary, his marriage to Judi, which
took place on January 25, 1997, in a home in
Guerneville in the midst of a flood emergency.
Mike and Judi, their three daughter’s, Kim-
berly, Sheri and Kelly, as well as Kelly’s hus-
band Stewart and their son, Stetson, and
Sheri’s fiancée, Will, make up a loving and
supportive family with great political energy
and philosophies.

Although Mike has retired from the Board of
Supervisors, we will not let him leave us. He
continues to serve as a board member of
Coastwalk, California’s unique coastal edu-
cation program and on New Ways to Work, a
national non-profit that is finding ways to train
youth for the new economy. Knowing of Mike’s
energy, his intelligence and his savvy, his can-
do attitude, we expect that although Mike will
be able to play more golf now, he will continue
to exert his powerful and positive influence on
our community and our world.

Thank you, Mike Reilly.

THE LAST DOUGHBOY TURNS 108
HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2009

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, this week,
Madam Speaker, the very last American
doughboy, Mr. Frank Buckles, turned 108
years old.

Of the 4.7 million Americans that were mo-
bilized during the First World War, Frank
Buckles is the very last of his generation.

His remarkable life began in Bethany, Mis-
souri where he was born in 1901, during the
administration of the 25th President of the
United States, President McKinley. At the ten-
der age of 16, Mr. Buckles fibbed his way into
the Army when he enlisted to fight in the First
World War. He was rejected by several re-
cruiters, but he was not deterred until he fi-
nally found a recruiter that would take him. He
joined the United States Army, and he drove
an ambulance in Europe during World War |.

Throughout his life, Mr. Buckles served in
the First World War and was held as a pris-
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oner of war by the Japanese for three years
during World War Two.

At the incredible age of 108, Mr. Buckles
has lived through 46 percent of our nation’s
history.

Today he resides on the family farm he pur-
chased near Charles Town, West Virginia after
the war.

Mr. Buckles is one of the forgotten veterans
of a forgotten war. He is the lone survivor.

During WWI nearly 116,000 U.S. warriors
gave their lives for this country. The service
and sacrifice of those men and women
changed the tide of that stalemate war and
ensured victory for the Allies. But when they
returned to the United States there were no
parades or major memorials established to
honor them.

Despite the fact that WWI was the first war
to be fought on three continents and was the
first industrialized conflict, it remains a largely
forgotten war.

Today we have three memorials to the
major wars in modern U.S. history on the Na-
tional Mall: the Vietnam Memorial, the Korean
Memorial, and the World War Il Memorial, but
no national memorial for WWI.

World War | should not be forgotten be-
cause there are few photographs and no
blockbuster movies to tell the story.

That's why | introduced the Frank Buckles
World War | Memorial Act. My bill would re-
store the District of Columbia’s World War |
Memorial and expand it to also serve as the
location for a national World War | Memorial.

After 90 years, of no national recognition it's
time these doughboys were given the thanks
that they are due—after all they are the “Fa-
ther’s of the greatest generation.”

Madam Speaker, it's time to honor the Lone
Survivor of World War | and the other dough-
boys that went to war in the forgotten war to
end all wars.

And that’s just the way it is.

——————

TRIBUTE TO BRIGADIER GENERAL
MARK ZIRKELBACH

HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2009

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize the retirement of Brigadier General
Mark Zirkelbach, the Deputy Adjutant General
of the lowa Army National Guard, and to ex-
press my appreciation for his dedication and
commitment to his state and country.

For the last 39 years, BG Zirkelbach has
served faithfully and honorably. BG Zirkelbach
enlisted in the lowa Army National Guard in
the Non-ROTC College Student State OCS
Program at lowa State University in 1970. He
earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Agri-
cultural Business from lowa State University in
1970 and graduated from the United States
Army War College in 1998.

In 1972, BG Zirkelbach was commissioned
and qualified as Field Artillery and Signal
Corps and commanded in both branches. He
served as Commander, 67th Troop Command,
lowa Army National Guard and entered the
Title 32 AGR Program in 1985. BG Zirkelbach
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also served as Chief of Staff, lowa Army Na-
tional Guard, where he directed and super-
vised the activities of the State Area Com-
mand, lowa Army National Guard Staff.

BG Zirkelbach has a long list of military
awards and decorations which include the Le-
gion of Merit, Meritorious Service Medal, Army
Commendation Medal, Army Achievement
Medal, Army Reserve Component Achieve-
ment Medal, National Defense Service Medal,
Humanitarian Service Medal, Armed Forces
Reserve Medal, Army Service Ribbon, and
Army Reserve Components Overseas Training
Ribbon.

| commend Brigadier General Mark
Zirkelbach for his many years of loyalty and
service to our great nation. It is an immense
honor to represent BG Zirkelbach, and it has
been a pleasure working with him during my
time in the United States Congress. | wish him
a happy retirement from the lowa Army Na-
tional Guard and all the best in his future en-
deavors.

———

HONORING PAMELA A. KINDIG OF
NAPA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2009

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to recognize Pamela
Kindig on the occasion of her retirement as
Auditor-Controller of Napa County. Pam has
served her community honorably and the vot-
ers rewarded her by re-electing her five times
to her post.

Mrs. Kindig began her career in public serv-
ice as Auditor-Controller when she was elect-
ed in June of 1986. Six terms and 22 years
later, she is retiring as one of the preeminent
public figures in the Napa Valley. She has
been a leader amongst her peers, serving as
President, 1st Vice President, 2nd Vice Presi-
dent and Bay Area Chair of the California
State Association of County Auditors.

Mrs. Kindig is known around Napa County
as a superlative mentor to family and friends;
a lover of reading, fine dining, golf, and above
all, her grandchildren. By all accounts, Mrs.
Kindig is the epitome of what a public servant
should be: a tireless worker, a pillar of integ-
rity, and someone with the utmost respect for
the people she serves.

For the past 22 years Mrs. Kindig has given
back to the community by serving on the
boards of Napa-Solano United Way, Napa
Emergency Women’s Services, First Napa
Federal Credit Union and Soroptimist Inter-
national. She also hosts a monthly book re-
view program on a local radio station, is a
member of the Napa Valley Symphony and a
founding member of the Covenant Pres-
byterian Church.

Madam Speaker, it is appropriate at this
time that we thank Pamela Kindig for her
years of dedication on behalf of the people of
Napa Valley. She has been a model citizen
and leader in Napa County and her presence
there has enriched the lives of everyone in the
community. | join her husband Russ, daugh-
ters Kimberly and Kirstin and three grand-
children in thanking her for her service and
wishing her a lifetime of fulfillment.
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TRIBUTE TO JENNIFER AXNESS

HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2009

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the excellence in education in the
4th Congressional District of lowa, and to spe-
cifically congratulate Jennifer Axness of South-
east Webster—Grand Community School Dis-
trict, who earned the National Board Certifi-
cation—the highest level of certification in the
teaching profession.

National Board Certification is a voluntary
assessment program designed to recognize
and reward great teachers. National Board
Certified Teachers (NBCTs) have successfully
demonstrated advanced teaching knowledge,
skills and practices. Certification is achieved
through a rigorous, performance-based as-
sessment that typically takes one to three
years to complete. Certification is offered in 25
different subjects, covering 97 percent of the
subjects taught in K-12 schools.

| congratulate Jennifer Axness on her well-
deserved certification, and I'm certain that she
will continue to touch the lives of many youth
in her community. It is a great honor to rep-
resent Jennifer in the United States Congress,
and | wish her continued success.

——————

HONORING PURPLE HEART RECIPI-
ENT WILLIAM W. PRIOR, SR. OF
BROOKSVILLE, FLORIDA

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2009

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to honor an
American hero and Purple Heart recipient, Wil-
liam W. Prior, Sr. of Brooksville, Florida.
Wounded by an enemy torpedo during an en-
gagement in the Aleutian Islands of Alaska,
Mr. Prior's service to our Nation will forever be
remembered by this Congress.

Born in Tampa, Florida, Mr. Prior spent the
early part of his career as a commercial fisher-
man and was one of five brothers who joined
the military during World War Il. As someone
who loved the sea, when it looked like Amer-
ica might become involved in the war, Mr.
Prior joined the United States Navy. Two of
his brothers joined the Army, and two joined
him in the Navy. While he was hoping to be
stationed on a small boat, Mr. Prior was as-
signed as an aviation radioman and went to
Seattle, Washington to begin his service. From
there he and his crew were sent to Dutch Har-
bor, Alaska.

After just a few months on the job, the Jap-
anese bombed Pearl Harbor and the Alaska
military members were placed in the midst of
some Pacific Coast fighting. While many
Americans are not aware of this fact, part of
the Aleutian Island chain in Alaska was occu-
pied by the Japanese during World War Il. On
August 30, 1942, Mr. Prior's ship the USS
Casco was anchoring in harbor at Nazan Bay
close to an island under control of the Japa-
nese. It was at that time that his ship was
struck by a torpedo, and Mr. Prior was wound-
ed by shrapnel and knocked unconscious. His
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former squadron commander found him and
flew Mr. Prior back to Dutch Harbor, where he
received surgery to save his leg from amputa-
tion. Eventually sent to a naval hospital in
California, Mr. Prior was discharged in 1943
from the Navy because of the severity of his
wounds.

Madam Speaker, soldiers like William W.
Prior, Sr. should be recognized for their serv-
ice to our Nation and for their commitment and
sacrifices in battle. | am honored to present
Mr. Prior with his long overdue Purple Heart.
His family, friends and loved ones should
know that we truly consider him one of Amer-
ica’s heroes.

————

REMEMBERING ALMONT TOWN-
SHIP FIRE CHIEF PAUL WILCOX

HON. CANDICE S. MILLER

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2009

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to remember the life of Almont
Township Fire Chief Paul Wilcox who sadly
passed away on Thursday, January 8th after
a hard fought battle with cancer. | offer my
deepest sympathy and condolences to all his
family members and friends and hope they
can find comfort and ease during this very dif-
ficult time.

As a former township and State elected offi-
cial, | had the pleasure and opportunity to
meet and work with Chief Wilcox on several
issues. | know his leadership, integrity and
community service will be greatly missed
throughout Lapeer County and the entire State
of Michigan. He truly was a great person.

Chief Wilcox amazingly fought fires in the
Almont area for over 40 years and served as
chief for 23 years. But he took his call of pub-
lic duty beyond the walls of the fire station by
serving in numerous roles such as an instruc-
tor at the Lapeer County Fire Academy during
the 1970s, Almont and Imlay Township build-
ing inspector, member of the 9-1-1 Committee,
Lapeer County EMS Committee, National Vol-
unteer Fire Council and as President of the
Michigan Fire Chief’'s Association just to name
a few.

Again, | cannot stress enough how great of
a loss this is for not only Almont but both
Lapeer County and Michigan. Chief Wilcox
was an innovative leader and faced any chal-
lenge head on. | can remember recently vis-
iting the station and meeting with him and fel-
low firefighters about a year and a half ago to
present a FEMA grant. There wasn’t anything
he wouldn’t do to help the community. He al-
ways sought to improve the departments’
services and resources for the residents he so
proudly served. He was a tireless advocate for
the volunteer fire service and took his mes-
sage and mission to the national level. He
raised the bar and set high standards which
all future chiefs and firefighters will now need
to live up to.

| am extremely grateful to have known Chief
Wilcox and for the chance to have called him
a friend. Chief Wilcox had announced his in-
tention to retire this spring but unfortunately
wasn’t afforded that opportunity. Without ques-
tion, he will be greatly missed but rest assured
certainly not forgotten. | offer my sincere grati-
tude and thanks for his lifetime of dedicated

E181

work and service. My thoughts and prayers go
out to all of those who knew Chief Wilcox and
may he receive eternal rest.

TRIBUTE TO GRETCHEN CONWAY
HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2009

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the excellence in education in the
4th Congressional District of lowa, and to spe-
cifically congratulate Gretchen Conway of
Decorah Community School District, who
earned the National Board Certification—the
highest level of certification in the teaching
profession.

National Board Certification is a voluntary
assessment program designed to recognize
and reward great teachers. National Board
Certified Teachers have successfully dem-
onstrated advanced teaching knowledge, skills
and practices. Certification is achieved through
a rigorous, performance-based assessment
that typically takes one to three years to com-
plete. Certification is offered in 25 different
subjects, covering 97 percent of the subjects
taught in K-12 schools.

| congratulate Gretchen Conway on her
well-deserved certification, and I'm certain that
she will continue to touch the lives of many
youth in her community. It is a great honor to
represent Gretchen in the United States Con-
gress, and | wish her continued success.

——————

INTRODUCTION OF THE CLUSTER-
BASED ECONOMY ENHANCEMENT
ACT OF 2009

HON. JOHN M. McHUGH

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 3, 2009

Mr. MCHUGH. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to introduce legislation, the Cluster-Based
Economy Enhancement Act of 2009. This pro-
posal is designed to stimulate collaborative
interactions between businesses in regional
economies to produce innovation and create
jobs.

“Clusters” are geographic concentrations of
competing, complementary, or interdependent
business entities or industries that do business
with one another and have common needs for
talent, technology, and infrastructure. The bill
recognizes that such clusters boost competi-
tiveness and growth of a region as a whole.

As the recent economic turmoil has high-
lighted, American industries must become bet-
ter equipped to thrive in the increasingly com-
petitive global economy. Rather than con-
tinuing to see skilled workers move abroad,
we need to take actions conducive to the cre-
ation of new employment, both through tradi-
tional means of expansion and in-sourcing of
foreign jobs. As we do so, we must be mindful
that there are regions within America, like
Central and Northern New York, that continue
to struggle disproportionately demanding we
seek ways to overcome those challenges to
economic development they face.

In response, this legislation would authorize
up to $50 million for cluster-based economic
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