El64

LET’S REMEMBER OUR VIETNAM
HEROES

HON. BOB FILNER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 28, 2009

Mr. FILNER. Madam Speaker, | have just
re-introduced legislation intended to honor the
service and sacrifice of many of the members
of the United States Armed Forces who fought
in Vietnam, the “In Memory Medal for Forgot-
ten Veterans Act” (H.R. 671).

Those so recognized are veterans who have
died as a result of their service in the Vietnam
War but who do not meet the criteria for inclu-
sion on The Wall of the Vietham War Memo-
rial in Washington, D.C. The Vietnam Vet-
erans Memorial Fund has a program called “In
Memory” which has raised money for a plaque
that has been placed near The Wall. The
plaque honors “those who served in the Viet-
nam War and later died as a result of their
service”. No names are on the plaque, but all
names are kept in the “In Memory Book” at a
kiosk near The Wall, and families can order a
copy.

My bill adds to this recognition by pre-
senting the families of these veterans with a
medal, to be known as the “Jesus (Chuchi)
Salgado Medal” to be issued by the Secretary
of Defense. Chuchi Salgado was an out-
standing individual who lived in my Congres-
sional district, whose exposure to Agent Or-
ange ultimately led to his death. His relatives
continue to live in my district.

Because of the boundaries that have been
set for the names to be placed on The Wall,
Chuchi and many, many other Vietnam vet-
erans are not honored in this manner. Now,
with new veterans coming back from Iraq and
Afghanistan, we are all taking a second look
and a closer look at how veterans from past
wars have been treated. While we must care
for the newer veterans, we must also take this
opportunity to do right by veterans of Vietnam,
along with those of other past wars and con-
flicts.

| invite my colleagues to join with me in
honoring these veterans. It is critical that we
remember those who have fought so gallantly
and sacrificed their lives for our freedom.

COMMEMORATING THE 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE BRANDON
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

HON. ADAM H. PUTNAM

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 28, 2009

Mr. PUTNAM. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize and applaud the Brandon Cham-
ber of Commerce as it celebrates its 50th an-
niversary.

Since its establishment in 1959, the Bran-
don Chamber of Commerce has contributed
greatly to economic growth and development
in the Brandon area and has served as a valu-
able resource for local businesses.

The Brandon Chamber of Commerce offers
programs and services that foster meaningful
partnerships between businesses as well as
between businesses and educational facilities.
It also monitors developments in local, State,
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and federal government and helps coordinate
member advocacy efforts.

The Chamber of Commerce provides a
forum for future leaders from the Brandon
area to grow and develop. It is also a great
advocate for minority and women-owned busi-
nesses in the Brandon community.

In the past 10 years, membership in the
Brandon Chamber has almost doubled, which
is a tribute to both the employees at the
Chamber and the economic vitality of the com-
munity. As Brandon has grown in size and
flourished as a thriving metropolitan area, the
Brandon Chamber has kept pace and helped
facilitate the city’s transition into a bustling
commercial center.

During these challenging economic times, |
know the Brandon community will look to and
benefit from the guidance and expertise of the
folks at the Chamber.

Under the skillful leadership of Chamber
President Tammy Blackwell and the hard work
of her team, | am confident the Chamber will
continue to effectively serve, protect, and pro-
mote the businesses and economic interests
of the Brandon community. Congratulations
and best wishes on reaching this historic mile-
stone.

———

DTV DELAY ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. JIM MATHESON

OF UTAH
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 27, 2009

Mr. MATHESON. Mr. Speaker, I'd like to
thank Chairman WAXMAN for addressing prob-
lems with the transition to digital television
which was due to happen next month.

The simple fact is that millions of Americans
are not prepared for the digital switch.

In Salt Lake City, Nielsen Media Research
reports that nearly 9 percent of households
are completely unprepared. Salt Lake ranks as
the sixth least-ready out of 56 surveyed.

The coupons authorized by Congress 4
years ago—to help families acquire the hard-
ware they need to view programs once the
digital change is made—aren’t getting to the
customers.

Millions of Americans are currently waiting
to receive the coupons. The agency charged
with distributing them has fallen behind.

My office has been attempting to assist con-
stituents with the program for several months.
| know of cases where coupons have expired
before they even reach consumer mail boxes.
That’s ridiculous.

I'd like to thank Chairman WAXMAN for work-
ing with the Senate to address concerns |
raised about the coupon program. This is a
Senate bill, but it is important to acknowledge
the work of the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee in trying to fix DTV problems.

The last thing families need right now is the
prospect of additional monthly bills in order to
watch television.

Finally, | am pleased to see that this bill al-
lows for emergency services to begin using
some analog space. It also provides flexibility
by allowing broadcasters who are ready-to-go
to switch to digital service earlier than June,
which is a good idea.
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SPEECH OF

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE

OF DELAWARE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 27, 2009

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, | rise in opposi-
tion to S. 328, the DTV Delay Act.

Since 1996, our nation’s first-responders
have been calling for more broadcast spec-
trum to be made available for better and more
effective  communication among emergency
services. Tragically, the lack of such spectrum
was cited by experts as partially leading to
many unnecessary deaths among those re-
sponding to the 2001 terrorist attacks in New
York City. In fact, completing the digital tele-
vision transition so that this spectrum may be
used by police, firefighters, and emergency
personnel was the main communications-re-
lated recommendation of the 9/11 Commis-
sion.

In 2005, after years of delay, Congress fi-
nally established February 17, 2009 as the
date when the country will switch to all-digital
broadcasting and eliminate the disruptions to
public safety communications. Unfortunately,
after more than a decade of preparing for the
transition, the bill before us today would delay
the digital transition for another three months.

Like many Delawareans, | am concerned
about the management of the digital transition
process and the shortfall in the number of
converter box coupons available. It is critical
that we act quickly to provide additional re-
sources to address these complications and
ensure our constituents are prepared for the
transition date. Still, public safety services and
broadcasters have spent millions of dollars
preparing for the February 17th transition date
and postponing the deadline again will only
create more confusion and delay the imple-
mentation of this vital 9/11 Commission rec-
ommendation.

——————

IN MEMORY OF BETH SHARON
SAMUELS

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 28, 2009

Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, this month
marks the second anniversary of the passing
of Beth Sharon Samuels, an extraordinary
Angelino who lost her life to cancer in January
2007 at the age of 31.

Beth grew up in Los Angeles, attending the
Yeshiva University High School of Los Ange-
les and graduating as valedictorian. She went
on to study at a women’s seminary in Israel
before graduating from Columbia University
with a degree in mathematics. She then com-
pleted a three-year program at the Drisha In-
stitute in Bible and Talmud, a Ph.D. in math at
Yale, and earned an assistant professorship at
the University of California, Berkeley. In the
meantime, she gave birth to a daughter
Danelle and later to daughter Natalia while un-
dergoing intensive chemotherapy treatments.

Beth remains with us, even with increasing
distance from her passing. We remember her
passion for learning and zealous commitment
to charity, her open spirit and fierce dedication
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to women’s Torah study. Beth’s legacy will
continue to grow through her students, friends,
and, of course, her beautiful daughters.

| give my condolences to her parents, Elana
and Zachary, her husband, Ari, her daughters,
Danelle and Natalia, and her extended friends
and family on this solemn occasion.

———

HOBART CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
AWARD WINNERS

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 28, 2009

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Madam Speaker, it is with
great pleasure that | stand before you today to
recognize the Hobart Chamber of Commerce
award winners for 2008 and to congratulate
one of its member businesses, Burns Funeral
Home, as they celebrate a momentous mile-
stone, 100 years of excellent service. These
outstanding recipients will be honored during
the Chamber’s annual awards and installation
banquet, which will take place on Thursday,
January 29, 2009, at the Avalon Manor in
Merrillville, Indiana.

The Hobart Chamber of Commerce utilizes
members of the community in order to im-
prove and develop business, industry, and the
professions. Each year, the Chamber mem-
bers and friends gather together to honor the
Business Award Winners, Volunteers of the
Year, and to commemorate specific accom-
plishments within the community.

Continuing a tradition that goes back well
over 50 years, the Chamber will honor its
2008 Business Award Winners. The Large
Business of the Year award recipient is Saint
Mary’s Medical Center. The hospital continues
to be a leader in providing outstanding health
services to the community. For the fourth con-
secutive year, Saint Mary’s Medical Center
has also won the 2008 Distinguished Hospital
for Patient Safety. The Small Business of the
Year award recipient is Sebo’s Nursing and
Rehabilitation Center. This outstanding facility
has grown into a 138-bed facility offering clin-
ical services, specialty programming for Alz-
heimer's and Dementia patients, rehabilitation
services, and many other amenities. The New
Business of the Year award is being pre-
sented to 54 Main Bistro. The owners, Dave
and Linda Papp, renovated an 1895 Victorian
home and turned it into a local favorite that is
known for its weekly changing menu. Each
business is dedicated to providing excellent
business to the community and for that rea-
son, they are to be commended.

The Hobart Chamber of Commerce will
honor the Herrick Family with the Volunteers
of the Year award. Dr. James Herrick, his wife
Janet Herrick, and their daughter Cheryl Her-
rick have been dedicated volunteers in Hobart
for many years. The family continues to be a
staple in the community, donating their time
and effort to numerous special events, fund-
raisers, the Kiwanis Club, Little League, and
the community’s school system, to name a
few. For their selfless commitment to their
community, | congratulate the Herrick family
on this prestigious award.

The Hobart Chamber of Commerce will also
congratulate Burns Funeral Home as they cel-
ebrate their 100th anniversary. In 1908, James
E. Burns opened his first funeral home in
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Hammond, Indiana. His business was founded
on providing compassionate care to the
friends and families of the departed during
their time of need. It was this principle that al-
lowed the Burns family to expand to Gary, Ho-
bart, and finally to Crown Point in the 1980s.
Today, the family owned and operated busi-
ness provides the same exceptional services,
and | commend Terry, Sally, Jim, Patrick, and
Jimmy Burns, and their entire staff on con-
tinuing the legacy of Mr. Burns.

Madam Speaker, at this time, | ask that you
and my other distinguished colleagues join me
in honoring the Hobart Chamber of Commerce
2008 Business Award Winners, Volunteers of
the Year, and also in congratulating the Burns
family and their team on the 100th anniversary
of Burns Funeral Home. For their dedication
and commitment to the community of Hobart
as well as Northwest Indiana, they are all wor-
thy of the honors bestowed upon them.

FAIR TAXES FOR SENIORS

HON. BOB FILNER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 28, 2009

Mr. FILNER. Madam Speaker, | recently re-
introduced my bill, the “Fair Taxes for Seniors
Act” (H.R. 674), which will provide a one-time
increase in the capital gains tax exemption on
the sale of a home for citizens who are 50
years of age or older. Passing this bill will give
many seniors the additional money they need
for nursing home care, medical costs, and
other retirement expenses.

The Fair Taxes for Seniors Act doubles the
current exemption by providing a one-time in-
crease to $500,000 for a single person and $1
million for a couple that can be excluded from
the sale of a principal residence for taxpayers
who have reached the age of 50. Because
they will be able to keep more, an added ben-
efit is that family members and perhaps the
government will be relieved of the burden of
caring for these individuals as they grow older.

| hope that my colleagues will join me in co-
sponsoring this important legislation.

———

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF THE
HONORABLE WILLIAM JEREMIAH
TOLTON, JR.

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 28, 2009

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, |
rise today in recognition of the Honorable Wil-
liam Jeremiah Tolton, Jr., known to his friends
as “Jere,” who passed away on Friday, Janu-
ary 23, 2009. Judge Tolton’s lifetime of service
in both the civic and social realm set a prece-
dent of excellence in the Northwest Florida
area and he will be greatly missed.

Throughout most of his 71 years, Judge
Tolton’s life was spent bettering the civic and
social realm. After earning a B.A. and J.D.
from Washington and Lee University in Lex-
ington, Virginia, Judge Tolton moved to Fort
Walton Beach, Florida where he began prac-
ticing law. The succeeding years were marked
with frequent promotions as Judge Tolton be-
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came the attorney for the Okaloosa County
Commission and the City attorney to the City
of Valparaiso, Florida. In 1972, Judge Tolton
was elected to the Florida House of Rep-
resentatives where he served for 4 years be-
fore resigning to accept yet another job in
public service: Circuit Judge for the First Judi-
cial Circuit of Florida.

When he retired on January 1, 2007, at the
age of 69, Judge Tolton’s 30 years on the
bench made him the longest-tenured judge in
the history of Florida’s First Judicial Circuit.
The 30 years encompassed some of the big-
gest trials in Florida, including the conviction
of former Florida Senate President W.D.
Childers. Additionally, Judge Tolton served as
President of the Blue Ridge Institute for Juve-
nile and Family Law Judges and was Chair-
man of the Judicial Ethics Advisory Com-
mittee.

Judge Tolton is survived by his wife, the
former Shari Deason, as well as his children,
William Jeremiah Tolton Ill, Lizabeth Tolton
Silk, and Timothy Tolton and his grandchild,
Liam Silk. My wife Vicki and | send our most
sincere condolences to the family as they
grieve the loss of this exceptional father,
judge, and civic leader.

Judge Tolton’s longstanding career in public
service will benefit the Northwest Florida com-
munity for many years to come. Madam
Speaker, on behalf of the United States Con-
gress, | am proud to recognize the exceptional
life of the Honorable William J. Tolton, Jr.

TEXAS FIGHT
HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 28, 2009

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, Coach
Mack Brown and the Texas Longhorn football
team had a great football season. The
Longhorns played tough all year, winning 12
games, and losing only once. Among their
wins, | would like to especially congratulate
them on their victory on a neutral field over
Oklahoma; a rivalry that has existed since
1900. With Texas beating Oklahoma again, it
further extends the all-time series lead to 58
wins for UT to only 40 for OU.

For the University of Texas winning titles,
championships, and individual awards are
nothing new. The Longhorns have a rich tradi-
tion of conference titles, National Champion-
ships, and Heisman trophy winners. You can
ask any player and they will tell you that just
having the opportunity to play for the Univer-
sity of Texas is the dream of every football
player in the great state of Texas. UT players
are almost all from Texas, but occasionally an
out of state player has the privilege of making
his way onto the Longhorn team.

This year there was once again controversy
surrounding the BCS. There were several
teams including Texas that had legitimate
claims to be the team playing for a National
Chamepionship. | personally think Texas and
the “BCS National Champion Florida Gators”
should have a real national playoff game and
determine the National Championship. Only
through a playoff system can we have a true
National Champion every year. NCAA Division
Il and Division Il have a football playoff sys-
tem that works quite well.
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