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RECOGNIZING GABRIEL PEREZ 

HON. DALE E. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 25, 2009 

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, Gabriel 
Perez, the Director of the Saginaw Michigan 
Aleda E. Lutz Veterans Affairs Medical Center, 
has been appointed as the new Health Sys-
tem Administrator/Medical Center Director of 
the Veterans Affairs HealthCare System in 
Phoenix, Arizona. He will start his new posi-
tion on July 19, 2009. 

Mr. Perez graduated from Loyola University 
in 1968, attended the University of California 
at Los Angeles Law School and obtained his 
Master’s Degree in Public and Health Care 
Administration from the University of Southern 
California. Prior to his work with the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, Mr. Perez spent sev-
eral years working for the Los Angeles County 
Department of Health Services and teaching 
courses at the university level in medical legal 
law and personnel. 

Prior to becoming the Director of the Lutz 
Veterans Affairs Medical Center in 2000, Mr. 
Perez was the Chief Operating Officer and 
Acting Director of the Honolulu VA Medical 
and Regional Office Center. Since assuming 
his duties in Saginaw, he led the facility to im-
prove its overall performance and move to a 
top ten spot among Department of Veterans 
Affairs facilities nationwide, ranking 3rd in the 
nation for its hospital grouping. From October 
2005 to August 2006 he also served as Acting 
Director of the Veterans Affairs Ann Arbor 
Healthcare System. 

Patient care and safety has been his pri-
mary concern and his practices have earned 
him the respect of his peers. The delivery effi-
ciencies he developed have been adopted na-
tionwide and have won awards for improving 
VeteranCare delivery. He is a member of sev-
eral professional organizations and community 
groups. His work with veterans, Hispanics, 
workers and children has been recognized nu-
merous times and he is a regular participant in 
efforts to promote veterans and Hispanics at 
the local and national levels. 

Madam Speaker, Gabriel Perez has brought 
insight and innovation to the day-to-day oper-
ations of the Lutz Veterans Affairs Medical 
Center over the past 9 years. He has worked 
to enhance the health and well-being of vet-
erans, improve service to veterans, and ex-
pand accessibility for all veterans. I congratu-
late him on his new position and wish him the 
best as he enters this new phase of his life. 

f 

EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. DONALD A. MANZULLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 25, 2009 

Mr. MANZULLO. Madam Speaker, pursuant 
to the Republican Leadership standards on 
earmarks, I am submitting the following infor-
mation regarding the earmark I secured as 
part of H.R. 2996, Department of the Interior, 
Environment, and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Act, 2010. 

My request, totaling $280,000, will come 
from the Surveys, Investigations & Research 

account at the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) 
for the Groundwater and Stormwater Protec-
tion program in McHenry County, Illinois. The 
funding would be used to accelerate work on 
studies associated with the implementation of 
McHenry County’s Groundwater Protection 
Program. McHenry County is continuing to ex-
perience rapid population growth and there is 
a critical need to plan for the future. The coun-
ty’s program is working to address the protec-
tion of groundwater resources, stormwater 
drainage and detention, stream and wetland 
protection, and sustainable growth all into a 
single program. Ongoing and future develop-
ment poses serious challenges because of the 
reduction of the land’s ability to absorb precipi-
tation and the continuing pressure to develop 
flood prone areas. The McHenry County gov-
ernment has already invested over $615,000 
of local resources in studying local ground-
water resources and stormwater investiga-
tions. The local USGS entity to receive fund-
ing for this request is the Illinois Water 
Science Center at 1201 West University Ave-
nue, Suite 100, in Urbana, Illinois 61801, who 
will work in partnership with McHenry County 
to implement this initiative. 

Madam Speaker, I want to take this oppor-
tunity to thank the Chairman of the House Ap-
propriations Committee, Representative DAVID 
OBEY, and the Ranking Minority Member, Rep-
resentative JERRY LEWIS, and the Chairman of 
the Interior and Environment Appropriations 
Subcommittee, Representative NORM DICKS, 
and the Ranking Minority Member, Represent-
ative MIKE SIMPSON, for working with me in a 
bipartisan manner to include this critical re-
quest in this spending bill. 

f 

EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. CHARLES W. DENT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 25, 2009 

Mr. DENT. Madam Speaker, pursuant to the 
House Republican Leadership standards on 
earmarks, I am submitting the following infor-
mation regarding projects that are listed in 
H.R. 2996, the Department of the Interior, En-
vironment, and Related Agencies Appropria-
tions Act, 2010: 

Bill Number: H.R. 2996, the Department of 
the Interior, Environment, and Related Agen-
cies Appropriations Act, 2010, Account: Na-
tional Park Service, Save America’s Treas-
ures, Title: Saylor Cement Kilns Historic Pres-
ervation, Legal Name of Requesting Entity: 
County of Lehigh, Address of Requesting Enti-
ty: 17 South 7th Street, Allentown, PA 18101, 
Description of Request: This funding will be 
used to stabilize and restore the historic 
Coplay Company Cement Kilns, known locally 
as the Saylor Cement Kilns, a unique indus-
trial feature built between 1892 and 1893 that 
is key to the Delaware & Lehigh National Her-
itage Corridor’s industrial story. The Saylor 
Cement Kilns are in a state of serious decay, 
prompting concerns about public safety and li-
ability, as well as the potential loss of a signifi-
cant historical landmark in the Lehigh Valley 
region. Rehabilitating the kilns will have a 
positive impact on local economic develop-
ment through increased heritage tourism. 
Once restored, the site will encourage use for 
historical education and community events. 

Bill Number: H.R. 2996, the Department of 
the Interior, Environment, and Related Agen-
cies Appropriations Act, 2010, Account: EPA, 
STAG Water and Wastewater Infrastructure 
Project, Title: Vera Cruz Wastewater Collec-
tion System, Legal Name of Requesting Entity: 
Lehigh County Authority, Address of Request-
ing Entity: 1053 Spruce Street, P.O. Box 3348, 
Allentown, PA 18106, Description of Request: 
This funding will be used to build a waste-
water collection system for the Vera Cruz area 
of Upper Milford Township. On-lot sewer dis-
posal systems in the area are failing, causing 
environmental damage and public health con-
cerns. The project will provide central sewer 
service to approximately 284 properties in the 
village of Vera Cruz and the surrounding area. 
Funds will be used for construction, engineer-
ing services and purchase of capacity in 
downstream transportation and treatment fa-
cilities. 

f 

EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 25, 2009 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Madam Speaker, 
pursuant to the Republican Leadership stand-
ards on earmarks, I am submitting the fol-
lowing information regarding earmarks I re-
ceived as part of the Fiscal Year 2010 Interior, 
Environment and Related Agencies Appropria-
tions Act. 

Bill: H.R. 2996, Department of the Interior, 
Environment, and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Act, 2010 

Account: STAG Water and Wastewater In-
frastructure 

Legal Name and Address of Requesting En-
tity: Borough of Hopatcong located at 111 
River Styx Road, Hopatcong, New Jersey 
07843. 

Description of Request: H.R. 2996 includes 
$500,000 for the Borough of Hopatcong’s 
Drinking Water Disinfection Improvement 
project to provide safe drinking water to the 
residents of the Borough. The funds will be 
used to install large diameter pipes at public 
community supply wells to improve the dis-
infection of the raw water before being distrib-
uted. 

Bill: H.R. 2996, Department of the Interior, 
Environment, and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Act, 2010 

Account: Land Acquisition (Fish and Wildlife 
Service) 

Legal Name and Address of Requesting En-
tity: The entity to receive funding for this 
project is the Great Swamp National Wildlife 
Refuge located at 241 Pleasant Plains Road, 
Basking Ridge, New Jersey 07920. 

Description of Request: H.R. 2996 includes 
$750,000 for the Great Swamp National Wild-
life Refuge, a component of the Fish and Wild-
life Service. The Great Swamp Refuge is lo-
cated in Morris County, New Jersey, about 26 
miles west of Manhattan’s Times Square. The 
refuge was established by an act of Congress 
on November 3, 1960. The protection of this 
gem of wilderness in the heart of dense subur-
ban development is one of the success stories 
of our National Wilderness Preservation Sys-
tem. The funding would be used to acquire an 
18.31 acre parcel of land, known as the Great 
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Brook Property, adjacent to the Great Swamp 
National Wildlife Refuge, which provides crit-
ical habitat for numerous rare species. 

f 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2010 

SPEECH OF 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 24, 2009 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2647) to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year 2010 for 
military activities of the Department of De-
fense, to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for fiscal year 2010, and for other 
purposes: 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Chair, while I cannot 
support H.R. 2647, this legislation does con-
tain important provisions regarding family and 
medical leave for military families. 

Last session, Congress passed—also in a 
Defense Authorization bill—legislation to pro-
vide military families with up to 26 weeks of 
leave under the Family and Medical Leave Act 
(FMLA) to care for injured servicemembers. I 
had introduced this bill in the House, and its 
provisions implement one of the recommenda-
tions of the President’s Commission on Care 
for America’s Returning Wounded Warriors, 
chaired by Secretary Donna Shalala and Sen-
ator Bob Dole. 

Also included in the final legislation was an 
amendment introduced by Representative 
ALTMIRE (with then Representative UDALL) to 
provide up to 12 weeks of leave for military 
families who need this leave to deal with quali-
fying exigencies arising out of the deployment 
of a servicemember to Iraq or Afghanistan. 

Once this legislation became law, and the 
Bush Department of Labor issued regulations, 
we realized that corrections needed to be 
made to these FMLA provisions to truly effec-
tuate their purpose to assist military families 
when these families need time off from work. 
Section 585 of H.R. 2647 does just that; and 
clarifies: 

That family members of certain seriously ill 
and injured veterans are entitled to the 26 
weeks of leave; and 

That the family members of regular active 
servicemembers (and not just reservists and 
members of the national guard) are entitled to 
12 weeks of leave for ‘‘exigencies’’ when they 
are deployed away from home. 

Finally, Section 585 provides that exigency 
leave will be available when a servicemember 
is to be deployed anywhere overseas and not 
just overseas in support of a contingency op-
eration (e.g. Iraq or Afghanistan). 

The FMLA is intended to help individuals 
balance their family and work obligations. Mil-
lions of working people are now eligible for un-
paid job protected leave. When the Act was 
passed in 1993, it was a giant step and is of 
great importance to working families. 

Since a majority of military spouses work, 
they too must balance work and family. They 
work to put food on the table and support their 
families. But they face additional challenges 
because their lives are disrupted by multiple 
deployments, involving not only reservists and 
members in the National Guard, but those 
servicemembers in regular active duty as well. 

The conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan have 
resulted in over 34,000 casualties with many 
servicemembers being seriously wounded. 
These injured warriors need substantial sup-
port and care from their families, often for long 
periods of time, and some permanently. In ad-
dition, a recent Pentagon study found that 11 
percent of Iraq veterans and 20 percent of Af-
ghanistan veterans suffer from post-traumatic 
stress syndrome, an often disabling condition. 

The expansion of the FMLA to include leave 
for military families was much needed. The 
provisions of Section 585 in H.R. 2647 help 
clarify the original intent of the law. 

f 

SUPPORTING HEALTH REFORM 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 25, 2009 

Mr. STARK. Madam Speaker, this past Sun-
day my colleague from Pennsylvania, ALLYSON 
SCHWARTZ, addressed the issue of health re-
form in a guest editorial for the Philadelphia 
Inquirer. In her piece she laid out an indis-
putable case for why the current healthcare 
system has become unacceptable for Ameri-
cans and what we must do to fix it. I encour-
age all of my colleagues to read the article 
and to work in the coming months to ensure 
that we enact affordable, quality health care 
for all. 

[From the Philadelphia Inquirer June 21, 
2009] 

OP-ED HEADLINE: FIXING HEALTH CARE 
Health-care reform is the number-one issue 

my constituents raise with me, and a leading 
concern of business owners. For Democrats 
in Congress, health-care reform is a moral 
and an economic imperative. 

American families are facing inadequate 
health coverage, mounting bills, and lack of 
access to care. They like their doctors and 
appreciate the quality of care provided by 
their hospitals. But, they have deep worries 
that their current coverage may change sud-
denly and limit access to their doctor or to 
needed benefits. 

Business owners are struggling to pay for 
health benefits for their workers, forcing 
them to pass greater costs to employees or 
drop coverage. 

Increasing costs for the federal govern-
ment are neither sustainable, nor producing 
the health outcomes they should. Taxpayers 
pay 46 percent of our nation’s $2.5 trillion 
health-care costs. And, just as in the private 
market, costs are skyrocketing. The share of 
our GDP devoted to health-care spending has 
doubled in the last 20 years, threatening our 
budget stability. 

The status quo is unacceptable and 
unsustainable. We must do a better job to 
contain costs for families, businesses, and 
the government, and to ensure meaningful, 
affordable coverage for all Americans. 

Can we? I believe we can by keeping what 
works, fixing what doesn’t, and demanding 
quality care and greater value for our dollar. 

In the first three months of this new ad-
ministration, we did more to strengthen 
health care than in the prior decade. We ex-
panded affordable health coverage to 11 mil-
lion American children, took major steps to 
modernize medicine through health-informa-
tion technology, invested significantly in 
lifesaving medical research, and ensured 
that U.S. workers and their families hurt 
hardest by this recession continue to have 
access to health coverage when they lose a 
job. 

Building on these achievements, we can 
find a uniquely American solution to cost, 
coverage, and quality. This is essential if our 
businesses are to be economically competi-
tive, our people healthier, and our federal 
budget balanced. 

Here’s what we should do: 
First and foremost, we start with the ac-

knowledgment that health care is a shared 
responsibility. Every American will be ex-
pected to get health coverage and employers 
will have to provide coverage or help pay to 
cover the cost of the uninsured. 

As President Obama has said, if you have 
coverage, and you like it, you can keep it. 
This means work-based coverage for most 
Americans, Medicare for seniors, Medicaid 
for our poorest and sickest, and continued 
benefits for veterans. 

For the nearly 50 million uninsured Ameri-
cans, many of whom are working families, 
we will help you buy either private or public 
coverage. While everyone will have to pay 
part of their premiums, partial subsidies on 
a sliding scale will be established and can be 
used to buy either private or public insur-
ance. 

To ensure affordable, meaningful coverage, 
we will change the ground rules in the insur-
ance market. Denying coverage or charging 
more for preexisting conditions, health sta-
tus, or sex is going to stop. Insurers will 
have to simplify terms and procedures. And, 
we expect insurers to pass those savings 
along to their consumers. 

Next, we know that in order to control 
costs and improve health-care outcomes, de-
livery of health services must be more effi-
cient, more accountable, and better coordi-
nated. Changes in Medicare and the new pub-
lic-insurance option will create choices for 
patients to find primary-care providers and 
will mean better continuity of care for those 
with chronic diseases. We will gather, ana-
lyze, and disseminate information on best 
practices to doctors, nurses, and health pro-
viders, and then expect them to use it. And, 
we must have a renewed focus on primary 
care, encouraging future health-care pro-
viders to enter the field and working to en-
sure their excellence. 

Third, we have to strengthen our commit-
ment to innovation and technology. Ameri-
cans have always been scientists and 
innovators, and we must keep investing in 
the next generation of medicines, tech-
nologies, devices, and cures. 

Finally, without increased personal re-
sponsibility, Americans will not be 
healthier. We must take greater responsi-
bility in the way we get health care and the 
way we take care of ourselves. If we don’t, 
we all pay the consequences—from lost pro-
ductivity, to the cost of expensive care, to 
personal pain and suffering. 

Setting our nation toward a healthier, 
more economically competitive future will 
take fair and responsible financial invest-
ment. We are committed to covering the cost 
of health reform. To do so, we will consider 
means that are appropriate, fair, shared, and 
the least disruptive to economic growth and 
financial security for our families. The presi-
dent has asked that those making under 
$250,000 not be burdened by higher taxes. 
These are the parameters; the decisions will 
be difficult, but ones that you have en-
trusted to us. 

Much of the cost of health-care reform will 
come from savings within the system. Re-
ducing hospitalizations, duplicative testing, 
and medical errors, ending the current over-
payments to private insurance companies 
that contract with Medicare, and insisting 
on better prices for prescription drugs for 
seniors will result in hundreds of billions of 
dollars of savings. 

Besides the significant dollars that will 
come from savings and new premiums paid 
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