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trends. An additional investment of over $1.3
billion will be used to develop measurement
techniques and for green building initiatives
nationwide. It is vital to both our economic and
our national security that we take whatever
measures are necessary to gain a comprehen-
sive understanding of the mechanisms that
drive global warming in order to implement the
full range of measures necessary to combat it.

Finally, this bill also ensures that we will be
able to conduct an accurate decennial Census
in 2010. On top of the $1 billion that was pro-
vided for the Census in the American Recov-
ery and Reinvestment Act, this bill matches
the President’s request for $7.4 billion to con-
duct the largest and most advanced Census in
our nation’s history.

Mr. Chair, | commend the committee for
bringing us a bill that reflects the priorities of
the American people, and | urge my col-
leagues to vote for it.

——————

HONORING A LOCAL MUSICIAN’S
CAREER

HON. ADAM H. PUINAM

OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, June 19, 2009

Mr. PUTNAM. Madam Speaker, a great
education is a well-rounded education. This
means students should not only be exposed to
technical subjects such as math and the
sciences, but the humanities and arts as well.
Today | wish to honor the life and career of a
woman who made great contributions to Flor-
ida’s music culture as well as inspiring many
young students, Mrs. Billye-Mullins Smith.

A resident of Winter Haven, Florida, Mrs.
Smith was a musician, music educator, and
music composer who has impacted the life of
many young school children since the mid—
1940s. She authored the Opus | Music Study
program, which provided a great study for as-
piring young musicians. Her late husband,
Carroll Smith Il, provided the lyrics for the
song she composed entitled, “I Want To Wake
Up In The Morning Where The Orange Blos-
soms Grow,” which is more commonly known
as, “The Florida Song.”

This song touched many Floridians state-
wide. It originally started as a piece to be
played in front of the Winter Haven Lions Club
meeting with her husband singing backed by
her piano. In short order, this piece made its
way from the Lions Club meeting into elemen-
tary school classrooms. Since then, several
generations grew up singing about the orange
blossoms and birds of the great state of Flor-
ida.

Mrs. Smith was honored on Sunday, March
22, 2009 at the Lakeland Center in the
Yourkey Theater.
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INTRODUCTION OF THE LEGISLA-
TION TO INCREASE THE NUMBER
OF PERMANENT FEDERAL DIS-
TRICT COURT JUDGESHIPS IN
THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT
COURT FOR THE EASTERN DIS-
TRICT OF CALIFORNIA AND FOR
OTHER PURPOSES

HON. KEVIN McCARTHY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 19, 2009

Mr. McCARTHY of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise today in support of legislation
| introduced, along with my colleagues Con-
gressman WALLY HERGER, Congressman DAN
LUNGREN, Congressman TOM MCCLINTOCK,
Congressman Buck MCKEON, Congressman
DEVIN NUNES, and Congressman GEORGE
RADANOVICH, which would create four new
permanent district court judgeships and one
temporary district court judgeship in the U.S.
District Court for the Eastern District of Cali-
fornia, as well as designate Bakersfield, Cali-
fornia, as a place of holding court for the East-
ern District of California.

For the year ending September 30, 2008,
according to the most recent data available
from the Administrative Office of the United
States Courts, the Eastern District of California
had 1,305 pending cases per judge, a 50.2%
increase since 2003, and weighted filings of
970 per judge, a 26.5% increase since 2003,
which is substantially above the weighted filing
standard used by the Judicial Conference of
the United States to determine when addi-
tional judgeships are needed. Moreover, in
2008, the Eastern District of California had the
highest number of pending cases and weight-
ed filings per judge of all other district courts
in the Ninth Judicial Circuit, including the dis-
trict courts that serve Los Angeles and San
Francisco.

In the 2005 Biennial Judgeship Survey, the
Judicial Conference of the United States rec-
ommended four additional permanent judge-
ships for the Eastern District of California.
Specifically, the report states:

“The Court is requesting three permanent
judgeships and conversion of the temporary
judgeship to a permanent position based on a
steadily increasing and consistently high
weighted caseload. The Judicial Conference
has recommended conversion of the tem-
porary position since 1997, and also rec-
ommended one permanent judgeship and one
temporary judgeship in 1997 and 1999, two
permanent judgeships since 2001, and three
permanent judgeships in the 2003 survey.”

More recently, during the March 2009 bian-
nual meeting, the Judicial Conference voted to
ask Congress to create sixty-three new federal
judgeships, fifty-one of which would be for dis-
trict courts. Within this proposal, the Judicial
Conference recommended the Eastern District
of California receive four additional permanent
judgeships and one temporary judgeship. My
bill seeks to implement the Judicial Con-
ference’s recommendations for the Eastern
District of California, which includes at its
southern-most point, Kern County, which | rep-
resent.

My bill would also designate Bakersfield,
California, as a place of holding court for the
Eastern District of California. Such a designa-
tion does not require or imply a district court
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be located in Bakersfield. This designation
would simply make Bakersfield eligible to have
the Eastern District of California locate a dis-
trict court judge there should caseload require.
Under current law, the City of Fresno, the City
of Redding, and the City of Sacramento are all
currently designated as a place of holding
court for the Eastern District of California.

The current population of Bakersfield is
315,837, which is similar in size to Fresno
(pop. 470,508) and Sacramento (pop.
460,242), and significantly larger than Redding
(pop. 89,780). That said, Bakersfield is a fast
growing city in California and, due to afford-
able housing and its proximity to Los Angeles,
is expected to continue to grow in the future.
To that end, the City’s population is projected
to grow by more than 14 percent to over
557,000 by 2015 and Kern County is projected
to grow by more than 24 percent to nearly one
million over the next decade, growth well
above the 8.7 percent national population
growth rate projected by the U.S. Census Bu-
reau for 2010 to 2020.

Furthermore, Kern and Inyo Counties cur-
rently account for almost 23% of the Fresno
division civil filings and 9% of Eastern District
civil filings. As these counties continue to
grow, it is reasonable to assume that filings
will increase, and this designation provides the
Eastern District of California the flexibility to lo-
cate a district judge in Bakersfield in the fu-
ture.

In terms of geography, the Eastern District
of California is the largest judicial district of the
four federal district court districts in California,
encompassing over 87,000 square miles (34
of California’s 58 counties) and almost 600
miles long. According to the U.S. Attorney’s
Office for the Eastern District of California, this
judicial district is the eighth most populous and
physically the tenth largest of all 94 U.S. Dis-
trict Court judicial districts in the United States.
Thus, travel within the sprawling Eastern Dis-
trict is time-consuming, not to mention expen-
sive.

Furthermore, there is no major metropolitan
area designated as a place of holding court in
the southern region of the Eastern District of
California. Redding is located in the north of
the judicial district, Sacramento is located in
the north central area of the district, and Fres-
no is located in the south central area of the
district. A designation for Bakersfield would
make the largest city in the southern part of
this judicial district at minimum eligible to have
a district court judge in the future.

The Sixth Amendment of the U.S. Constitu-
tion guarantees “the right to a speedy and
public trial.” In order to preserve this constitu-
tional right in the Eastern District of California,
| fully support the Judicial Conference’s judge-
ship recommendations, as well as making Ba-
kersfield, California, eligible as a place of hold-
ing court. My bill would ensure the U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the Eastern District of California
has the requisite number of judges to execute
its duties in a timely manner for the citizens
the Court serves, ensure the Court has the re-
sources to adjudicate current and future
cases, which are only expected to increase,
and ensure the equitable administration of jus-
tice in California.
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HONORING KIRK LINDSEY

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 19, 2009

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the life of Kirk Lindsey for his
dedication to his family and community. Mr.
Lindsey passed away on Wednesday, June
10, 2009, at Doctors Medical Hospital in Mo-
desto, California surrounded by friends and
family. Mr. Lindsey was 62 years old.

Kirk Lindsey was born on May 12, 1947 in
San Jose, California, to Robert and Carol
Lindsey. He attended Abilene Christian Uni-
versity where he earned a Bachelors of
Science degree in Business Administration.
He also participated in the Masters of Busi-
ness Administration program at Pepperdine
University. In 1969, Mr. Lindsey was commis-
sioned into the United States Army after com-
pleting ROTC at Hardin Simmons University in
Abilene, Texas. After serving in Korea Mr.
Lindsey returned to California in 1971.

Mr. Lindsey became President of Brite
Transportation System, Incorporated, in River-
bank, California; a company he founded in
1972. Brite Transportation was created to
transport agricultural products and products of
preservation. In 1976, Mr. Lindsey became the
Managing General Partner of B&P Bulk, also
an agricultural trucking company. Between the
two companies there are offices currently op-
erating in Riverbank, El Centro, Hanford and
Woodland, California.

Mr. Lindsey was always very involved with
his community. At the time of his passing, he
served on the California Transportation Com-
mission which is responsible for the program-
ming and allocation of funds for the construc-
tion of highway, passenger rail and transit im-
provements throughout California. He was ap-
pointed to this position by former Governor
Gray Davis on November 10, 2000, and Gov-
ernor Arnold Schwarzenegger on April 7, 2004
(reappointed on February 14, 2008). He had
previously served as commissioner of that or-
ganization. He was the current chairman of
the Stanislaus County Private Industry Coun-
cil, President of the Modesto Chamber of
Commerce and a past President of the Cali-
fornia Trucking Association. Mr. Lindsey was a
founding member of the Riverbank Chamber
of Commerce, served as Vice-President of the
California Casualty Insurance Board and
served on the Board of Directors of Parkridge
Christian Estates. He worked closely with the
Stanislaus Economic Development and Work-
force Alliance and the California Workforce In-
vestment Board.

Mr. Lindsey placed a special emphasis on
education. He was the founder and President
of the Beyer High School Educational Founda-
tion. He served on the school’s accreditation
committee, was past President of the Beyer
Booster Club and was a committee member
for the Beyer Crab Feed for eighteen years.
This past school year Mr. Lindsey completed
his twentieth year as Beyer High School’s
boys and girls swimming and water polo
coach. Outside of the school, he served on
board of the Stanislaus Partnership in Edu-
cation.

Through all of his community involvement,
he made time for family, church and travel.
His passion was traveling; he visited over sev-
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enty-five countries. He was a member of the
Davis Park Church of Christ since 1972.

Mr. Lindsey was preceded in death by his
father. He is survived by his mother, Carol
Lindsey of San Jose; his wife, Cyndi of Mo-
desto; his sister Anne Lucier of Sacramento;
his daughters, Shannon Suesens and her hus-
band John of Sacramento, Whitney Lindsey
and Tiffany Lindsey of Modesto and Ashleigh
Lindsey of Portland, Oregon; and grandson
Brendan Suesens of Sacramento. He is also
survived by his nieces, Christine and Courtney
Lucier of Sacramento, Stacy Gorton of Seattle,
Washington and his grand-nephew Cameron
Lucier of Sacramento.

Madam Speaker, | rise today to post-
humously honor Kirk Lindsey. | invite my col-
leagues to join me in honoring Mr. Lindsey’s
life and wishing the best for his family.

———————

COMMERCE, JUSTICE, SCIENCE,
AND RELATED AGENCIES APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2010

SPEECH OF

HON. BOB ETHERIDGE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 16, 2009

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2847) making ap-
propriations for the Departments of Com-
merce and Justice, and Science, and Related
Agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2010, and for other purposes:

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Chair, | rise today in
support of H.R. 2847, the Commerce, Justice,
Science, and Related Agencies Appropriations
Act of 2010.

This legislation will fund the Departments of
Commerce and Justice, the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration, the National
Science Foundation, and several other inde-
pendent agencies. These collective agencies
and departments allow our nation to continue
to invest in critical science research, like cli-
mate change, education, and state and local
law enforcement.

At a time when our nation is in need of re-
building, and our communities to be made
safer for our children, this bill will provide $3.4
billion for state and local law enforcement and
crime prevention grants, including more than
$800 million for Community Oriented Police
Services (COPS), to help keep our streets and
neighborhoods safer, $400 million for the Of-
fice on Violence Against Women, and $2 bil-
lion for the Drug Enforcement Administration.

To help these children grow up in a safe en-
vironment, and move into adulthood with the
opportunity that a better education will
present, the bill offers $1 billion for Science
Education, and over $18 billion for NASA.
Overall, it provides nearly $31 billion for
science as part of a commitment to America’s
innovation and competitiveness.

A vote in support of this bill is a vote in
favor of our security, our liberty, and the hope
of our future through education.

| urge my colleagues to join me in support
of H.R. 2847.
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FATHERS DAY 2009

HON. JOHN L. MICA

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 19, 2009

Mr. MICA. Madam Speaker, as we recog-
nize Fathers Day 2009, probably never before
has fatherhood been so challenged. The tradi-
tional position of fathers in American society
and in the family as an institution is in serious
trouble.

On a recent flight back to Washington | hap-
pened to open a local newspaper to birth no-
tices. Nearly half of the births recorded were
out of wedlock and about a dozen of the birth
notices did not identify a father. In fact, today
28% of Caucasian, 51% Hispanic, and 70%
African American children are born out of wed-
lock, while white males face a challenging
role, their African American counterparts’ fa-
therhood role has been dramatically eroded.

As we reflect on the plight of fatherhood in
our community some sobering facts reveal a
crisis that cannot and should not be ignored.
The U.S. Census Bureau reports that not hav-
ing a father has serious economic con-
sequences. There are nearly twenty million
children living in a single parent household.
With no father present these households ac-
count for 45% of our poverty rate. The U.S.
Department of Justice found that 46% of
unwed mothers would leave poverty if they
married the fathers of their children. A recent
examination by the National Fatherhood Initia-
tive revealed that African American newborns
today are tremendously disadvantaged.
Today, half of all children and 80% of African
American children can expect to spend at
least part of their childhood living apart from
their fathers.

These staggering figures portray an ab-
sence in our society that is detrimental to our
nation’s youth. We must understand the con-
sequences that result from denying our chil-
dren a proper upbringing. Although Fathers
Day is a time to celebrate and rejoice with our
loved ones, we cannot forget about the in-
creasing number of our children that are being
raised without a father. Children growing up
without a father are more likely to have behav-
ioral problems, and be incarcerated. Those
children are less likely to attend college, be-
come married, and form healthy relationships.

Unfortunately this trend has become preva-
lent in our communities. As a result this prob-
lem has become repetitive through genera-
tions at an alarming rate. We must work to
raise awareness of the positive effects father-
hood has on a child’s life. We must also find
ways to stem the decline of meaningful rela-
tionships between a father and his child in our
society.

| recently read a commentary on The Impor-
tance of a Loving Father by Dr. Walter E.
Barker, a Florida licensed Marriage and Fam-
ily Therapist. “Fathers are very important to
their sons’ and daughters’ development. A
mother gives the child unconditional love and
acceptance and the father’s love is more con-
ditional on the child’s finding success and ac-
complishment out in the larger world. He
wants his children to find what makes them
happy and then take that gift and talent to
make a contribution to the larger society. Fa-
thers want their children to have a strong work
ethic and to be willing to assert themselves in
the world.”
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