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LESSONS TO BE LEARNED FROM
MAYOR SCARCELLA OF STAF-
FORD, TEXAS

HON. RON PAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 19, 2009

Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, public officials
looking for ways to increase economic growth
and attract new residents and businesses to
their cities, counties, or states could learn a lot
from the city of Stafford, Texas, and Mayor
Leonard Scarcella. Stafford has flourished
since 1995 when, under Mayor Scarcella’s
leadership, the city eliminated the property tax.

Thanks to the absence of property taxes,
Stafford residents enjoy cheaper mortgages
and have more disposable income than simi-
larly situated residents of towns with property
taxes. The extra income as a result of the
freedom from property taxes is particularly
beneficial during today’s tough economic
times.

The loss of property tax revenue has not
deprived Stafford residents of quality city serv-
ices; in fact, Stafford resident Alice Rolston
told the Houston Chronicle that the police
check on her home when she is on vacation,
many homeowners living in towns with high
property taxes can’t count on that type of serv-
ice.

Entrepreneurs looking to start up busi-
nesses are attracted to Stafford because of
the lack of property taxes, Fortune magazine
ranks Stafford the 36th best American city to
start and run a small business.

While Stafford sales, franchise, and permit
fees account for some of its ability to operate
without a property tax, the major factor in the
city’s success is the city’s fiscally prudent
management. Stafford Councilman Cecil Willis
says the mayor watches every penny in the
city’s budget. City employees often perform
two or more functions and the city council
even debates whether to authorize the pur-
chase of light bulbs and pencils.

Madam Speaker, Mayor Scarcella is also a
good argument against term limits, as he is
one of the few elected officials who remains
as committed to low taxes today as when he
led the fight to eliminate the property tax.
Mayor Scarcella should serve as a role model
to us all in how to effectively govern without
burdening the people with excessive taxes.

———————

HONORING DR. TONY STEWART

HON. G. K. BUTTERFIELD

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 19, 2009

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, | rise
to y to express great sadness about the un-
timely passing of Elizabeth City-Pasquotank
Public Schools Superintendent Dr. Tony Stew-
art.

Dr. Stewart has served as superintendent
for the past nine years, and he had earned the
respect of the community as a talented and
dedicated educator who worked tirelessly to
ensure every student received the best pos-
sible education. | will remember him for al-
ways stressing the responsibility and impor-
tance of working to make a difference in the
lives of others.
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He started his career in 1963 as a teacher,
assistant principal and athletic director at
Spotsylvania High School in Virginia before
serving as a principal for several other schools
in Virginia. Dr. Stewart’s first job as a super-
intendent was at Culpeper County Schools in
Virginia, where he served for 13 years starting
in 1981. He became superintendent of North
Carolina’s Burke County Schools in 1994,
where he served until coming to Elizabeth
City-Pasquotank in 2000.

Dr. Stewart received his bachelor's and
master’s degrees from Appalachian State Uni-
versity and completed postgraduate work at
the University of Virginia and Virginia Tech
University. He received his doctorate in edu-
cation from Nova Southeastern University in
1995 and also completed the Principal’s Exec-
utive Program at the University of North Caro-
lina that same year.

Madam Speaker, | ask that everyone join
me in offering our deepest condolences to his
family, friends, loved ones, community and
colleagues. Dr. Stewart has been a tremen-
dous asset to the community and he will be
greatly missed.

—

NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION LAND
CONSERVATION ACT

HON. JAMES P. MORAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 19, 2009

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam Speaker, |
am pleased to be joined today with Represent-
atives ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON, GERALD
CONNOLLY, RoB WITTMAN, DONNA EDWARDS,
CHRIS VAN HOLLEN, FRANK WOLF and STENY
HOYER to introduce legislation National Capital
Region Land Conservation Act of 2009. The
legislation amends the Capper-Cramton Act of
1930, authorizing appropriations of up to $50
million per year for cost share grants to State,
regional and local governments to acquire
land in the greater Washington Metropolitan
area (as defined by the U.S. Census) for a va-
riety of conservation, environmental and rec-
reational purposes. The program would be ad-
ministered by the U.S. National Park Service.

Few cannot help but notice the green
spaces that make up the central core of our
nation’s capital. Were it not for some vision-
aries at the turn of the 19th Century, however,
our nation’s capital would be a different place
today. There would be no Mall, monument
core, Rock Creek Parkway, Union Station, Lin-
coln Memorial or Tidal Basin. These icons that
define the city today were part of the 1902
McMillan plan, named after Senator James
McMillan of Michigan, who chaired the Senate
Committee on the District of Columbia. The
commission Senator McMillan established to
draft the master plan included some of the
greatest American architects, landscape archi-
tects and urban planners of the day including
such luminaries as Daniel Burnham, Frederick
Law Olmsted, Jr. and Charles McKim and
sculptor August Saint-Gaudens. The commis-
sion’s plan, in many respects, was an early
form of urban renewal that removed many of
the slums that surrounded the Capitol, replac-
ing them with new public monuments, open
spaces and government buildings.

As visionary as the plan was, it also took
some vision and political muscle to make it a
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reality. That credit falls largely to two Members
of Congress: Senator Arthur Capper of Kan-
sas and Rep. Louis Cramton of Michigan.
Both Members embraced the vision and
worked over a period of years to enact legisla-
tion to advance the McMillan plan. Best known
among these laws is the Capper-Cramton law
of 1930 authorizing land purchases and cre-
ating today’s the National Capital Park and
Planning Commission.

Today, more than a century since the Mc-
Millan plan and more than 70 years since the
enactment of Capper-Cramton, the time is
now for a new plan, one that is responsive to
the development patterns and demographics
that were never envisioned at the turn of the
last century. In 1902, the population of the
District of Columbia was 278,000. Outside a
few dirt roads and a few railroad junctions that
ran into Northern Virginia and Maryland, the
suburbs didn’t exist. Dairies and farming ham-
lets populated Northern Virginia and Mont-
gomery and Prince Georges County, Mary-
land.

Today, the District is home to 600,000 resi-
dents and swells to more than 1,000,000 dur-
ing the workday. A network of roads and
heavy rail radiate out from the city, like spokes
on a wheel, linking more than 5,300,000 peo-
ple who are spread out into the suburbs and
fringe communities that consider themselves
part of the greater metropolitan Washington,
D.C. region. Today, we need a program for
the greater metropolitan region.

We also need a program that helps lead the
way in public investments to preserve the
green infrastructure of parklands, fresh drink-
ing water sources, steep slopes, stream val-
leys, forests, wetlands, wildlife corridors, sce-
nic view sheds, historic sites and land
buffering national monuments, battlefields that
surround the national capital region and are
endangered of being lost to development.
Safeguarding these green assets is critical to
this region’s economy, quality of life, and envi-
ronmental protection. Green infrastructure
have been long recognized as essential ele-
ments of urban design and critical to safe-
guarding our region’s drinking water supplies
and restoration of the nationally important
Chesapeake Bay and the Potomac River, truly
our “Nation’s River.”

Unless we act now to protect the remaining
green infrastructure around our Nation’s Cap-
ital, we run the risk of permanently degrading
the environment in and around Washington,
D.C. Between 1990 and now, the region’s
population grew by about 10 percent but the
amount of impermeable surface grew about 40
percent. Forecasts predict that by the year
2030, the Greater Washington, D.C. region will
grow by an additional 2 million persons.

| believe Congress can and should help the
nation’s capital address this growing need to
preserve this region’s green infrastructure by
amending the time honored and visionary
CapperCramton Act. The original Act gave life
to many of the elements that we appreciate
and consider invaluable today. It is time once
again to act and preserve our source of fresh
drinking water, connect this region’s network
of nonmotorized trails, provide buffers to pro-
tect scenic vistas along the Potomac particu-
larly above Great Falls, and in Charles and
Saint Mary’s Counties in Maryland, and pocket
parks in the more urbanized parts of the re-
gion.

| encourage you to support this act.
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HON. DAVID G. REICHERT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 19, 2009

Mr. REICHERT. Madam Speaker, along
with 136 of my colleagues, | was unable to re-
turn to the House floor in time for an unex-
pected recorded vote on a motion to rise late
in the evening of June 16, 2009. Had | been
present for the vote, | would have voted “no”
so that the House would consider an amend-
ment to assess the economic impact of the
delay in enacting the Colombia Free Trade
Agreement.

——————

IN TRIBUTE OF DR. RANDOLPH E.
BROOKS

HON. LEONARD LANCE

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 19, 2009

Mr. LANCE. Madam Speaker, later this
month, doctors of optometry from around the
country will assemble at the Gaylord Resort at
National Harbor for Optometry’s Meeting®, the
American Optometric Association’s 111th an-
nual convention. On Saturday, June 27th, Dr.
Randolph E. Brooks of Saccasunna, New Jer-
sey will be elected as the association’s 88th
president. Randy’s enthusiasm and many con-
tributions to his profession earned him this
prestigious recognition.

Doctors of optometry are the nation’s largest
eye care profession serving patients in nearly
6,500 communities nationwide, and in more
than 3,500 of these communities they are the
only eye doctors. Dr. Brooks has dedicated his
life to serving the public both as an optom-
etrist and a community leader.

Dr. Brooks’ dedication and motivation will
propel him to a most successful term as he
leads the American Optometric Association in
its mission to improve eye care in the United
States.

Dr. Brooks has compiled an impressive
record in his profession and his community.
After graduating from the State University of
New York at Albany, Dr. Brooks enrolled at
the New England College of Optometry and
later established Advanced Eyecare Associ-
ates, a three doctor practice in New Jersey
with specialty interests in ocular disease, con-
tact lenses, pediatric eye care and vision ther-
apy. Starting out in 1977 in Budd Lake, New
Jersey and later moving to Ledgewood, Dr.
Brooks has grown his practice to a staff of fif-
teen at the Ledgewood facility.

Dr. Brooks was first elected to the American
Optometric Association’s Board of Trustees in
2000. Prior to the election to the AOA Board,
Dr. Brooks was twice named the New Jersey
Society of Optometric Physicians’ Optometrist
of the Year. He also is a past president of the
New Jersey Society of Optometric Physicians.
Randy’s leadership record extends to his com-
munity service as a Paul Harris Fellow of the
Roxbury Rotary Club, past president of the
Mount Olive Lions Club, and as a Board of Di-
rectors member of Temple Shalom.

Dr. Randolph Brooks has distinguished him-
self in the Northwestern New Jersey commu-
nity through his unique vision and spirit. | wish
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to convey heartfelt congratulations to Randy
and his family on the occasion of his installa-
tion as the 88th president of the American Op-
tometric Association, as well as many thanks
for working to enrich the lives of those around
him.

| ask my colleagues to join me in com-
mending Dr. Randolph E. Brooks.

———

HONORING THE MEMORY OF MR.
CHRIS C. DE LANEY

HON. JO BONNER

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 19, 2009

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, south Ala-
bama and indeed the entire state recently lost
a dear friend, and | rise today to honor him
and pay tribute to his memory.

Chris C. De Laney, a devoted family man,
lawyer, and philanthropist was dedicated to
the continued growth and prosperity of Mobile.
A 1948 graduate of the University of Alabama
Law School, Mr. De Laney was the first attor-
ney for the University of South Alabama (USA)
and was instrumental in the school’s negotia-
tions to obtain the old Mobile General Hos-
pital.

He also helped found The University of
South Alabama foundation as well as USA
Hospital, Southland and Doctor’s hospitals, the
Historic Blakely Foundation, The Southland
Foundation, The Dauphin Island Foundation,
and First Small Business Investment Company
of Alabama.

Mr. De Laney was appointed as Mobile’s
acting district attorney in 1979. He also served
as chairman of the Alabama Consumer Pro-
tection Council, chief executive officer and
chairman of Altus Bank, as well as many other
business, civic, and religious organizations in-
cluding Boy Scouts of America and the Isle
Dauphine Club.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in remembering a dedicated community
leader and friend to many throughout Ala-
bama. Mr. Chris De Laney will be deeply
missed by his family—his loving wife of 64
years, Cleo J. De Laney; his four sons, David
C. De Laney, Bryan C. De Laney, Michael C.
De Laney, and Robin C. De Laney; his nine
grandchildren; and his four great grand-
children—as well as the countless friends he
leaves behind. Our thoughts and prayers are
with them all at this difficult time.

—————

COMMERCE, JUSTICE, SCIENCE,
AND RELATED AGENCIES APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2010

SPEECH OF

HON. RUSH D. HOLT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 16, 2009

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2847) making ap-
propriations for the Departments of Com-
merce and Justice, and Science, and Related
Agencies for the fiscal yaer ending Sep-
tember 30, 2010, and for other purposes.

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Chair, | rise in support of this
bill.

E1509

This legislation makes significant invest-
ments in two of our nation’s top priorities—
protecting Americans at home and in their
communities, and encouraging scientific re-
search and innovation.

One of the fundamental responsibilities of
our government is ensuring the safety and se-
curity of our citizens by keeping our streets
and neighborhoods safe. One of the most suc-
cessful crime fighting programs in recent his-
tory is the Community Oriented Policing Serv-
ices (COPS) program. This bill provides $802
million overall for the program and $282 mil-
lion for COPS hiring grants. When combined
with the $1 billion provided in the Recovery
Act, more than 7,000 police offices will be
hired nationwide, 287 of those in New Jersey.

Through this bill, the Office of Justice Pro-
grams will receive $2.2 billion, $155 million
over the Fiscal Year 2009 level. Programs
such as the Edward Byrne Memorial Justice
Assistance Grants Program will receive $529
million to assist state and local law enforce-
ment agencies in their efforts to control do-
mestic crime as well as combat violent crimes,
particular gang and drug-related criminal activ-
ity.
yThe bill also provides $400 million ($11 mil-
lion over the 2009 level) to the Office on Vio-
lence Against Women to aid in the prevention
and prosecution of violent crime against
women. Funds allocated by this bill will be
used to strengthen the services available to
victims of domestic violence, sexual assault
and stalking.

In the area of science funding, the bill pro-
vides over $30 billion to support research at
the National Science Foundation, the National
Institute of Standards and Technology, the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administration,
and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration. The appropriations in this bill
support the plan to double funding for basic
research, as expressed by Congress in the
American COMPETES Act. History shows that
our country and our economy benefit when the
federal government invests in our national in-
novation and intellectual infrastructure.

This bill helps our students succeed in a
global job market by investing $1 billion to
support all aspects of science, technology, en-
gineering and math (STEM) education from
kindergarten through graduate school. It is im-
perative that we ensure our future generations
are equipped with the skills they need to be
capable participants in a scientific and techno-
logical workforce. Our economic growth is
intertwined with our ability to remain competi-
tive in the areas of Science and Technology.
| want to thank the subcommittee chair, Mr.
MOLLOHAN, and the chairman of the full com-
mittee, Mr. OBEY, for demonstrating a commit-
ment to make meaningful investments in
science education to guarantee the success of
our children in this global market place.

| also am pleased that the bill includes over
$2 billion to study global climate change, un-
doubtedly one of the greatest challenges fac-
ing our Nation. Over $700 million will be used
by the National Science Foundation and Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
for climate change research and educational
programs. The Geophysical Fluid Dynamics
Laboratory in my district is leading the national
effort in climate change research by employing
sophisticated mathematical models and com-
puter simulations to improve our knowledge
and ability to predict climatic behavior and
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