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straight recorded votes, | missed my first vote
on the floor of the House of Representatives
today as | attended the high school graduation
of my daughter, Caitlin Rose Connolly.

While | take my responsibilities as a mem-
ber of Congress seriously and make an effort
to ensure my constituents are represented on
every vote, nothing would have kept me from
witnessing my daughter’s graduation.

| would like to take this time to congratulate
my daughter, Caitlin Rose Connolly, all of the
graduating seniors at W.T. Woodson High
School, and all other graduates in the class of
2009. Completing high school is a tremendous
achievement. | am certain that the parents,
family, friends and teachers of all of the grad-
uates are as proud of their students as | am
of Caitlin.

| would also like to take this moment to indi-
cate how | would have voted on those votes
that | missed.

On H.R. 2470, to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
19190 Cochran Boulevard FRNT in Port Char-
lotte, Florida, as the “Lieutenant Commander
Roy H. Boehm Post Office Building,” | would
have voted, “aye.”

On H.R. 780, the Student Internet Safety
Act of 2009, | would have voted, “aye.”

On the Motion to Table the Appeal of the
Ruling of the Chair, | would have voted, “aye.”

On H.R. 2247, the Congressional Review
Improvement Act, | would have voted, “aye.”

On H.R. 403, the Homes for Heroes Act of
2009, | would have voted, “aye.”

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF 100 YEARS OF
THE BLACKLAND RESEARCH AND
EXTENSION CENTER IN TEMPLE,
T

HON. JOHN R. CARTER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 16, 2009

Mr. CARTER. Madam Speaker, today | rise
in recognition for the 100 years of work of sci-
entists at the Blackland Research and Exten-
sion Center in Temple. They have worked on
securing a safe and affordable food supply,
protecting the environment, and strengthening
the economy.

The Center was created by the Texas Leg-
islature in 1909 and was charged to solve
pressing problems with the soils and crops
grown in central Texas. Today the Center oc-
cupies a 542 acre site in the south-central part
of the Texas Blackland Prairie, a 12 million
acre agricultural region stretching over 300
miles along |1-35 from the Texas-Oklahoma
border to San Antonio. The Center is the
state’s premier research agency in agriculture,
natural resources, and the life sciences.

In 1931 the USDA-Soil Erosion Service,
which was later renamed the Soil Conserva-
tion Service, joined scientists at Blackland to
intensify research on soil and water associ-
ated with farming the region’s highly erodible
soils. This began a long history of cooperative
and highly productive research between the
Texas A&M System and USDA in Temple,
which has led to the development of many
modern soil conservation practices used by
farmers around the world today.

Today, the Blackland Research and Exten-
sion Center shares research facilities with the
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Grassland, Soil, and Water Research Labora-
tory of the USDA—Agricultural Research Serv-
ice. By combining innovative research, they
continue to find solutions to problems and
issues in the way we manage our land and
water resources in Central Texas and beyond.
They work regularly with scientists in the mili-
tary helping to find innovative ways to restore
and maintain Fort Hood’s military lands in the
best possible condition for training those who
defend our country. The Center also works
closely with USDA-Natural Resource Con-
servation Service and other federal and State
agencies to assist in applying sound scientific
principles to manage our agricultural and
urban lands in a way that maximizes produc-
tion and profits with minimal impact on the en-
vironment. The Blackland Research and Ex-
tension Center frequently collaborates with sci-
entists in developing countries to assist them
in finding better ways for farmers to manage
their water, livestock, and grow crops to feed
their growing populations.

The value of research by the scientists sta-
tioned at the Temple Center is remarkable.
The long-lasting partnerships between the
State Land Grant Universities (Texas A&M
AgriLife), and Federal Agencies (USDA Agri-
cultural Research Service and Natural Re-
source Conservation Service), illustrate the su-
periority in effectiveness in partnerships when
solving our agricultural and natural resource
problems versus what individual agencies can
do alone.

EARMARK DECLARATION
HON. JIM GERLACH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 17, 2009

Mr. GERLACH. Madam Speaker, pursuant
to the Republican Leadership standards on
earmarks, | am submitting the following infor-
mation regarding earmarks | received as part
of H.R. 2847, the Commerce, Justice,
Science, and Related Agencies Appropriations
Act of 2010.

Alvernia University, Reading PA—$470,000
to form a partnership with the Reading Police
Academy, and create a high-tech laboratory,
which will be used by the Academy to train
police officers and criminal justice students in
investigation techniques for white collar, inter-
net and cyber crime.

Berks County Emergency Response Team,
Exeter Township, PA—$350,000 to buy ar-
mored vehicle and other equipment to provide
safe approach to dangerous scenes.

Cabrini College, Radnor PA—$100,000 for a
project that will focus on the impact of domes-
tic violence on children and ways that school
personnel can help provide support to stu-
dents affected by domestic abuse.

Police Athletic League of Norristown, Norris-
town PA—$90,000 to support the continued
delivery of programs to youth ages 5-18
through the Norristown PAL Center.

St. Joseph’s University, Philadelphia, PA—
$200,000 requested to support and develop
an interdisciplinary approach to dealing with
crisis violence and create a state-of-the-art
strategy for violence prevention in the commu-
nities of Pennsylvania.

Spring Township Police, Reading PA—
$90,000 for video cameras for each of the de-
partment’s patrol vehicles.
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IN HONOR OF THE AMAZING BICY-
CLE JOURNEY OF SHAWNE CAMP

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 17, 2009

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, today, a he-
roic journey came to a successful end when
Millbrae, California’s Shawne Camp parked his
bicycle at the foot of the Washington Monu-
ment. In fewer than 50 days, Shawne has rid-
den from San Francisco’s Golden Gate Bridge
to the nation’s capital to raise funds and
awareness for lung disease and the American
Lung Association.

In 2000 and 2001, Shawne suffered two
complete collapses to his right lung. The con-
dition, known as spontaneous pneumothorax,
is extremely painful and can be fatal if not
treated quickly. After multiple surgeries,
Shawne was told that he was unlikely to ever
return to full strength and should resign him-
self to a more sedate lifestyle. But the lifelong
athlete wasn’t accustomed to taking it easy
and set out to prove that he could come back
to full strength—and then some.

With support from family, friends and his
employer, Shawne turned his success at reha-
bilitation into a personal crusade to help oth-
ers. On May 8, he headed north from the
Golden Gate Bridge on a solo, self-funded bi-
cycle ride across America to help others suf-
fering from lung ailments.

Over the past five weeks, Shawne has en-
dured mountains, deserts, storms, fierce
headwinds, angry dogs and even bears. But
he’s been supported by legions of devoted fol-
lowers who have tracked his 3000 mile jour-
ney online and countless strangers along the
way who have helped with shelter from the
rain, a warm shower, or occasional meal.

Madam Speaker, Shawne Camp is an inspi-
ration to anyone who chooses to overcome
adversity. His journey has advanced aware-
ness for spontaneous pneumothorax and other
lung afflictions and raised money for a very
good cause. | am proud to call Shawne Camp
my constituent and am delighted to introduce
this inspiring young man to my colleagues in
the United States Congress.

——————

IN CELEBRATION OF MRS. KATH-
ERINE Q. BUXTON ON HER 80TH
BIRTHDAY

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 17, 2009

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, today | ask
for the House of Representatives to recognize
an important day in the life of a resident and
friend of the 27th Congressional District, Mrs.
Katherine Q. Buxton. On June 13, 2009, Mrs.
Buxton reached a milestone birthday and on
June 20, 2009, she will celebrate her 80th
Birthday with her loving family and friends.

Mrs. Buxton, along with her husband Wil-
liam D. Buxton, began and ran one of Western
New York’s cherished family businesses,
Buxton Quality Locksmiths. After the passing
of her husband in 2001, Mrs. Buxton helped
her sons take over the family business.

Mrs. Buxton has always been and continues
to be family oriented. She opens her home to
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her friends and family for “gala gatherings.”
Her five children, 14 grandchildren, 9 great-
grandchildren and friends refer to her as “Wild
Kate” because of her desire to learn and to try
new adventures.

| would like to congratulate Mrs. Kate Q.
Buxton for reaching this important milestone
and recognize her for achievements. Along
with her friends, family, and the residents of
the 27th Congressional District, It is my pleas-
ure to honor Kate Buxton and thank her for
her many contributions to her family, commu-
nity and country. | wish “Wild Kate” many
more years of happiness, love and adventure.

———————

COMMERCE, JUSTICE, SCIENCE,
AND RELATED AGENCIES APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2010

SPEECH OF

HON. LINDA T. SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 16, 2009

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2847) making ap-
propriations for the Departments of Com-
merce and Justice, and Science, and Related
Agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2010, and for other purposes:

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of California. Mr.
Chair, | rise today to urge my colleagues to
support this amendment to increase funding
for the State Criminal Alien Assistance Pro-
gram (SCAAP). When the Federal government
passed SCAAP in 1994, it recognized its re-
sponsibility to reimburse states and localities
for the arrest, incarceration, and transportation
costs associated with criminal aliens.

Unfortunately, this program has been con-
sistently under-funded. This year was not the
first time a President proposed no funding for
the SCAAP program. Fortunately, the Appro-
priations Committee allocated $300 million to
the program. While this level is significantly
better than zero, it remains $100 million below
the 2009 funding level. Our amendment will
provide that additional $100 million for
SCAAP.

Even with $400 million, states and localities
would still only receive reimbursement for a
small fraction of what they are spending. This
inadequate funding has had a devastating ef-
fect on public safety, especially in California
and other border states. At a time when many
states and counties face budget shortfalls,
every dollar reduction in SCAAP reimburse-
ment means one less dollar to spend on es-
sential public safety services. Following
SCAAP funding cuts in 2003, the LA County
Sheriff’'s Department was forced to implement
a new “early release” policy for inmates con-
victed of misdemeanors.

From a public safety perspective, it is far
better for criminals to serve their full sen-
tences. Without adequate resources, other
programs will have to be scaled back or termi-
nated to accomplish this goal. Basic police
protection, anti-gang activities, homicide inves-
tigations, anti-terrorism activities; and rehabili-
tation programs to reduce recidivism are pro-
grams that could face cuts in California and
across the nation if this amendment does not
pass.

We introduced this bipartisan amendment to
ensure that police chiefs and sheriffs do not
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have to choose between keeping our youth
out of gangs and incarcerating criminal aliens.

| urge my colleagues to support this amend-
ment.

IN HONOR OF BERNIE EPWORTH
HON. JOHN H. ADLER

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 17, 2009

Mr. ADLER of New Jersey. Madam Speak-
er, | would like to congratulate an important
member of New Jersey’s 3rd District, Mr. Ber-
nie Epworth. Mr. Epworth will be installed as
the Department Commander for the State of
New Jersey Jewish War Veterans at the 78th
Annual New Jersey Jewish War Veterans
Convention on June 28, 2009. His lifelong ac-
tivism and dedication has made him one of
the most respected members of his commu-
nity and deserving of this honor.

Mr. Epworth was born in Brooklyn, New
York. He is a graduate of New York University
and served as a First Lieutenant in the Ar-
mored Cavalry and in the New York National
Guard. While serving as Vice President with
Temple Beth Sholom in Fair Lawn, NJ, Mr.
Epworth earned several awards, including the
Centennial Award of Honor from the Jewish
Theological Seminary and the Jewish Commu-
nity Relations Council’'s ‘Community Relations
Award.’

As the Commander of the Jewish War Vet-
erans Post 126, Mr. Epworth was named
‘Commander of the Year,” while his post was
declared “Post of the Year.” His dedication to
his community also earned him the ‘Legion of
Honor Award’ by the Chapel of Four Chap-
lains Memorial Foundation in 2006.

Mr. Epworth’s career and dedication to his
community is a shining example of public
service and | sincerely congratulate him on his
much deserved installation as Department
Commander of the New Jersey Jewish War
Veterans.

EARMARK DECLARATION
HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 17, 2009

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker,
pursuant to the Republican Leadership stand-
ards on earmarks, | am submitting the fol-
lowing information regarding earmarks | re-
ceived as part of H.R. 2847—Commerce, Jus-
tice, Science, and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Act, 2010.

Requesting Member:
ROGERS (AL)

Bill Number: H.R. 2847

Account: DOJ, COPS Tech
$100,000

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: City of
Auburn, Alabama

Address of Requesting Entity: 144 Tichenor
Avenue, Suite 1, Auburn, AL 36830

Description of Request: “City of Auburn Mo-
bile Data System” Taxpayer justification—It is
my understanding that the funding would be
used for a mobile data system for Auburn’s
Police Division. This consists of in-car com-

Congressman MIKE

account,
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puters and associated equipment (routers,
wireless networking, e.g.) to equip all of the
police vehicles. This request is the continu-
ation of a program for which the City of Au-
burn received $400,000 in FY06 and 305,500
in FYO08.

Requesting Member:
ROGERS (AL)

Bill Number: H.R. 2847

Congressman MIKE

Account: DOJ, OJP Byrne account,
$360,000

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: City of
Montgomery

Address of Requesting Entity: P.O. Box
1111, Montgomery, AL 36101

Description of Request: “City of Mont-
gomery and Montgomery County Interoperable
Upgrades” Taxpayer justification—It is my un-
derstanding that the funding would be used to
upgrade and implement an in-car digital video
and server solution for City of Montgomery po-
lice vehicles and Montgomery County sheriff
vehicles. This system will replace outdated
VHS systems that are currently in police and
sheriff vehicles and provide new installations
in vehicles that are currently without a system.
The ultimate goal is to have one upgradeable
digital in-car system for the entire fleet and a
central depository that will provide video evi-
dence for courtroom presentation.

Requesting Member: Congressman MIKE
ROGERS (AL)

Bill Number: H.R. 2847

Account: DOJ, OJP Byrne
$900,000

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Alabama
District Attorneys Association Address of Re-
questing Entity: 515 South Perry Street, Mont-
gomery, AL

Description of Request: “Alabama Computer
Forensics Labs” Taxpayer justification—It is
my understanding that the funding would be
used for a continuation of the computer foren-
sic lab program which created 3 regional com-
puter labs to cover the entire state of Ala-
bama. These labs were created to address all
forms of computer crime such as; child por-
nography, fraud, murder and identity theft.
Currently, we are the only law enforcement
agency handling, exclusively, computer crime
cases from investigation to prosecution. The
computer labs utilize working relationships
with federal, state and local agencies across
the nation. The labs have made a tremendous
impact on computer crime and are enabling
local and state law enforcement personnel to
utilize yet another tool in the prosecution of
criminal activity. Additionally, investigators and
prosecutors are also available for instruction
and have been enlisted on numerous occa-
sions to speak to the public about internet
safety, as well as, train local/state law enforce-
ment on the basics of information sharing,
computer crime/digital evidence and multiple
courses designed for first responders. Further-
more, since the programs inception in 2006,
we have assisted more than 75 plus outside
law enforcement agencies and analyzed over
2000 pieces of electronic evidence in approxi-
mately 851 criminal cases resulting in a mul-
titude of convictions.

Requesting Member:
ROGERS (AL)

Bill Number: H.R. 2847

Account: DOJ, OJP Byrne
$900,000

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Auburn
University, Auburn, Alabama

account,
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account,
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