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Mrs LOWEY. Madam Chair, I rise today in 

strong support of the Federal Employees Paid 
Parental Leave Act. This long overdue and 
deficit-neutral measure will make the federal 
government a more family-oriented workplace. 

As a mother of three and a grandmother of 
eight, I understand the challenges families 
face. Balancing work with child care, espe-
cially after the arrival of a new baby, is a chal-
lenge Congress can and must do more to ad-
dress. By providing federal employees with 
four weeks of paid parental leave after the 
birth or adoption of a child, H.R. 626 is an im-
portant first step in this worthwhile effort. 

As the nation’s largest single employer, the 
United States government should be leading 
the way in adopting family-friendly employ-
ment policies, not struggling to catch up. Not 
only do 75 percent of Fortune 100 companies 
already provide paid parental leave, but a Har-
vard University study of 165 nations revealed 
that the United States joins Lesotho, Liberia, 
Swaziland and Papua New Guinea as the only 
nations that do not guarantee paid parental 
leave to their federal employees. Like many of 
my colleagues, I am pleased that the House of 
Representatives will act tonight to rectify this 
embarrassing discrepancy. 

According to the Office of Personnel Man-
agement, roughly three million federal employ-
ees or nearly 60 percent of the current federal 
workforce will be eligible to retire within the 
next ten years. The bill under consideration 
this evening represents a strategic investment 
in the future of our federal workforce, ensuring 
that the United States government is able to 
recruit and retain young, talented profes-
sionals. 

Madam Speaker, with our nation embroiled 
in two armed conflicts and confronting the 
worst economic recession in decades, I be-
lieve that this measure is an essential step to-
ward maintaining and enhancing the quality of 
the federal workforce in years to come. I urge 
my colleagues to join me in supporting the 
Federal Employees Paid Parental Leave Act. 

f 

ENHANCING SCIENCE, TECH-
NOLOGY, ENGINEERING, AND 
MATHEMATICS EDUCATION ACT 
OF 2009, H.R. 2710 

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 8, 2009 

Mr. HONDA. Madam Speaker, last week I 
reintroduced the ‘‘Enhancing Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering, and Mathematics Edu-
cation (E-STEM) Act of 2009,’’ H.R. 2710. 
This legislation, improved from last Congress, 
provides comprehensive mechanisms to co-
ordinate the Nation’s science, technology, en-
gineering, and mathematics education initia-
tives. Forty-nine members of the United States 
House of Representatives signed on as origi-
nal cosponsors of this bipartisan legislation. 

The intent of this bill is to increase the co-
ordination, collaboration, and coherence to 
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathe-
matics (STEM) education initiatives for the stu-
dents of today and the citizens and workers of 
tomorrow. 

As a former teacher, principal and school 
board member I am deeply committed to im-
proving the education we provide our young 
people. Developing citizens that are critical 
thinkers and scientifically literate will help drive 
a vibrant society and create sound economic 
policy. Our economy depends on our country’s 
education. 

Today, more than ever, our economic resil-
iency depends on the competitiveness of our 
labor force. Unfortunately, the signs are not 
good. Over 25 years ago, ‘‘A Nation at Risk’’ 
identified America’s need to improve STEM 
education to ensure that we remain competi-
tive in an increasingly global economy. In this 
country we have many successful STEM edu-
cation programs. The challenge is that these 
programs are not coordinated. Over a dozen 
agencies are engaged in STEM education and 
often not aware of the efforts of other agen-
cies—they are working in isolation. Our Nation 
is not maximizing the impact of our STEM 
education initiatives. 

The E-STEM Act will provide a framework 
for federal agencies, the states and all stake- 
holders, to work collaboratively. It will help 
them establish national STEM education 
goals, coordinate STEM education initiatives, 
and avoid unnecessary duplication among 
these efforts. 

The bill has four major components: 
(1) Elevating the STEM Education Sub-

committee at the President’s Office of Science 
Technology Policy (OSTP) to the standing 
committee level. This change would give 
STEM education a higher profile within OSTP 
and establish the mechanism for the coordina-
tion of federal STEM education initiatives. 

(2) Establishing an Assistant Secretary for 
STEM Education at the U.S. Department of 
Education. This Office would bring together 
the Department’s STEM education efforts and 
manage programs such as Math and Science 
Partnerships, Math Now, Math Skills for Sec-
ondary Students, Minority Science and Engi-
neering Improvement, Teachers for a Com-
petitive Tomorrow, and Upward Bound Math- 
Science as well as the non-financial aid com-
ponents of the National Science and Mathe-
matics Access Retain Talent (SMART grants), 
the Teacher Education Assistance for College 
and Higher Education (TEACH grants), and 
the Academic Competitiveness grants. 

(3) Creating the State Consortium on STEM 
Education. This voluntary group of states will 
be provided with support to align their STEM 
education efforts. Their mission is to coordi-
nate policies to address weaknesses in STEM 
education. For example, the Consortium will 
work with stakeholders to identify strategies to 
improve the representation of women and mi-
norities in STEM fields. 

(4) And lastly, this bill establishes the Na-
tional STEM Education Resource Repository 
(NSERR). This clearing house will be a portal 
to information about all federally funded STEM 
education programs, making the results of the 
more than $3 billion the Federal Government 
spends annually on STEM education available 
to local educators. NSERR will make STEM 
education resources, research and promising 
practices and exemplary programs widely 
available to educators, search engines, and 
third party developers to create applications to 
enhance STEM teaching and learning. 

We need to ensure that all our children are 
prepared for citizenship in a world that is in-

creasingly dependent on STEM literacy. The 
bleak outlook for our economy should be a 
wake-up call that we cannot continue to move 
forward without a blue print for our students 
and our future economic well-being. This is 
why I reintroduced the E-STEM Act. 

I want to thank all my colleagues for joining 
together to address the critical needs of our 
Nation. I look forward to working together to 
move this legislation through this Congress. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE PEO-
PLE OF LEBANON ON ADVANCE 
OF DEMOCRACY 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 8, 2009 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, I wish to congratulate National As-
semblyman Saad Hariri and his March 14 coa-
lition on their victory in yesterday’s elections in 
Lebanon. In December, I participated on a del-
egation to Beirut meeting with Saad Hariri and 
his colleagues who were bravely campaigning 
to promote a free market democracy. At their 
campaign headquarters, I was, inspired by the 
large number of portraits of assassinated par-
liamentarians. Saad Hariri is upholding the tra-
dition of dedication established by his mar-
tyred father. Following the American-led coali-
tion liberation of Iraq, Syria withdrew from 
Lebanon giving new hopes for the spread of 
democracy across the Middle East. 

I would like to submit the following portions 
of an article entitled ‘‘Hezbollah loses Lebanon 
vote’’ that ran in today’s Washington Times re-
porting on the success of Mr. Hariri and his 
coalition: 

‘‘Lebanon’s pro-Western coalition claimed 
victory Sunday night after an election that 
appeared to douse fears of a militant 
Islamist takeover in the tiny nation known 
for sectarian conflict and as a proxy for Ira-
nian and Syrian interests . . . 

‘‘Hezbollah, labeled a terrorist group by 
the United States and European Union, ap-
peared to suffer from a high voter turnout 
that exceeded 50 percent—the largest since 
the end of Lebanon’s 1975–91 civil war. 

‘‘The outcome appeared to avoid a crisis 
with the United States and Europe, where 
some analysts had feared that the Hezbollah- 
led coalition would win and force the United 
States and European Union to reconsider for-
eign aid, especially for the Lebanese army. 
The army is a key institution in a country 
that transcends sectarian divisions. 

‘‘ ‘This is a big lay in the history of demo-
cratic Lebanon,’ Saad Hariri, leader of the 
pro-Western March 14 coalition, told cheer-
ing supporters. 

‘‘ ‘Congratulations to you, congratulations 
to freedom, congratulations to democracy,’ 
said Mr. Hariri, the son of slain former 
Prime Minister Rafik Hariri . . . 

‘‘Analysts said the next government would 
have to work with the opposition to prevent 
instability and fighting from a year ago, 
when Shi’ite Hezbollah-led forces briefly 
seized control of Sunni-dominated West Bei-
rut. 

‘‘Hezbollah is a longtime ally of Iran and 
Syria. It opposed a 2005 agreement in which 
Syrian troops withdrew from Lebanon, end-
ing a 29-year occupation.’’ 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE LIFE OF 

MAJOR KEVIN M. JENRETTE 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 8, 2009 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker, 
I would like to request the House’s attention 
today to recognize the life of a heroic Amer-
ican citizen, Major Kevin M. Jenrette. 

Major Jenrette, of Lula, Georgia, died in Af-
ghanistan on June 4, 2009, of injuries sus-
tained when an IED detonated near his mili-
tary vehicle followed by small arms fire. He is 
survived by his wife and children in Lula and 
his parents in Auburn, Alabama. 

Like all those who have paid the ultimate 
sacrifice in this conflict, words cannot express 
the sense of sadness we have for his family, 
and the gratitude our country feels for his 
service. Major Jenrette died serving the United 
States and the entire cause of liberty, on a 
mission to bring stability to a troubled region 
and liberty to a formerly oppressed people. He 
was a true patriot indeed. 

We will forever hold him closely in our 
hearts, and remember his sacrifice and that of 
his family as a remembrance of his bravery 
and willingness to serve. Thank you, Madam 
Speaker, for the House’s remembrance on this 
mournful day. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE VETERANS 
HOME LOAN REFINANCE OPPOR-
TUNITY ACT OF 2009 

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 8, 2009 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to introduce the Veterans Home 
Loan Refinance Opportunity Act of 2009. This 
bipartisan legislation improves the federal 
Qualified Veterans Mortgage Bonds (QVMB) 
program to allow eligible states to use tax-free 
bond proceeds to refinance the home mort-
gages of our military veterans. 

This legislation is necessary during our trou-
bled economic times. QVMB home loan fi-
nancing was not available to newly discharged 
veterans returning home from Iraq and Af-
ghanistan until passage of the Heroes Earning 
Assistance Relief Tax Act of 2008 (H.R. 6081) 
in the 110th Congress. 

Prior to 2008, some veterans may have 
taken out adjustable-rate mortgages (ARM) to 

purchase a home during the real estate boom 
earlier in the decade. It is only fair to them 
that they have the same opportunity as newly 
discharged veterans to take advantage of the 
low-interest, fixed rate mortgages available 
through QVMB financing. 

For some veterans with a costly ARM or in-
terest-only mortgage, this legislation could pre-
vent a foreclosure. 

Finally, Madam Speaker, this legislation in-
cludes an inflation index to ensure the QVMB 
veterans home loan program remains viable in 
the future. 

I urge passage of the Veterans Home Loan 
Refinance Opportunity Act. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MEMORIAL DAY 

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 8, 2009 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
rise to add my voice to the millions across the 
nation to honor Memorial Day and the bravery 
and sacrifices of our troops and veterans—es-
pecially the men and women who have paid 
the ultimate price for defending our freedom. 
Since the founding of our nation, the members 
of our armed forces have been charged with 
defending liberty, a job that they carry out with 
honor and distinction every day. 

Without concern for their own safety, they 
have stormed the beaches of Normandy and 
Okinawa. They have protected the people of 
Seoul and held Saigon against the Tet offen-
sive. And today, they valiantly serve in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. I know firsthand of these on-
going sacrifices. As a member of the Armed 
Services and Intelligence Committees, I par-
ticipate daily in meetings and hearings where 
I am reminded of their tireless efforts, devotion 
and dedication to our nation. I was fortunate to 
witness their professionalism and extraor-
dinary service on the front lines during a re-
cent visit to Iraq and Afghanistan over the Me-
morial Day recess. Talking with soldiers from 
my home district was especially moving as it 
served to remind me of the uncommon cour-
age and dedication that can come from small 
towns and local communities all across Amer-
ica. I want to say a special thank you to those 
soldiers I met with in Iraq and Afghanistan for 
their tireless service. 

On Memorial Day, we pause to remember 
those who have made the ultimate sacrifice for 
the good of their country. We remember the 
courage and dedication of soldiers who served 
on a distant battlefield knowing that they may 
not make it back home. For this reason, I sup-

port several legislative proposals to honor our 
men and women in uniform, such as meas-
ures to establish a Select Committee on POW 
and MIA affairs, recognize the hard work of 
our NCOs and support the families of U.S. 
servicemembers. 

Setting aside Memorial Day as a time for 
the nation to remember our fallen service 
members is crucial, but we must remember 
and honor our troops who put their lives on 
the line not once a year, but every single day, 
so that we may continue to enjoy the freedom 
and liberty that make our country great. For 
that, we are eternally indebted to them. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE HIGH 
QUALITY TEACHERS ACT 0F 2009 

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 8, 2009 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to introduce legislation encour-
aging teacher development in the schools that 
are in need of quality instructors. 

Several years ago, we passed the No Child 
Left Behind Act, NCLB, with the goals of clos-
ing the achievement gap and improving aca-
demic performance overall. Schools have 
since found some success, but I believe we 
need to make a number of changes to NCLB 
to make it more supportive for educators. 

Madam Speaker, our teachers are crucial to 
our educational system. It is teachers who 
connect with our children and inspire them to 
achieve. 

I am introducing the High Quality Teaching 
Act of 2009 to provide professional develop-
ment opportunities for our teachers in strug-
gling or at-risk schools. 

Specifically, this legislation authorizes fed-
eral grant funding for schools to invite the Na-
tional Board for Professional Teaching Stand-
ards, NBPTS, to implement its Targeted High 
Need Initiative, THNI. The NBPTS trains 
teachers to become professionally certified. 

This legislation targets funding to the 
schools the most in need of quality teaching, 
such as those falling into Program Improve-
ment under No Child Left Behind or those with 
high student populations from disadvantaged 
backgrounds. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support professional teacher development in 
the schools that could benefit from the best 
possible instruction. 
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