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as seed onions and other vegetables. The
Massachusetts Central Railroad crossed the
northern half of the common in 1887, pro-
viding a faster way for Hadley farmers to ship
their produce to market. The Connecticut Val-
ley Street Railway lay out along Russell Street
about 1900 made local travel to Northampton
and Amherst easier.

It was during the late 1800s that, because
of labor shortages and a drop in land values,
Hadley experienced somewhat of a decline in
farming. It was also about this time that a
large number of Irish and, later, Polish immi-
grants that were recruited from Ellis Island for
labor purposes settled in Hadley. It was the
Polish immigrants that are credited with saving
Hadley’s farmland as they worked the fine
Hadley soil back into fertility. By 1920, aspar-
agus became the popular crop in Hadley,
soon making the town the asparagus capital of
the world. Most recently, a shipment of Hadley
asparagus from Alligator Brook Farm was
shipped to former President Bush at the White
House in July 2008 after the President had re-
marked how “fabulous” German asparagus
was during his visit with German Chancellor
Angela Merkel. Once again, Hadley was able
to claim its rightful title of “The asparagus cap-
ital of the world.”

Today, in spite of commercial development
along Route 9, Hadley remains largely agricul-
tural and residential. It has the largest number
of acres in agriculture in the Pioneer Valley,
which includes crops of corn, potatoes, to-
bacco and scores of other vegetables. Malls
and commercial businesses now lie along
Russell Street on Route 9 to the east of the
town’s center.

Hadley is a beautiful place to live. | am
proud to represent this town which is rich with
history and join with its citizens in celebrating
Hadley’s 350th Anniversary.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. STEPHANIE HERSETH SANDLIN

OF SOUTH DAKOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 22, 2009

Ms. HERSETH SANDLIN. Madam Speaker,
| regret that | was unable to participate in a
vote on the floor of the House of Representa-
tives yesterday.

The vote was on an amendment offered by
Representative MAURICE HINCHEY of New York
to H.R. 384, the TARP Reform and Account-
ability Act. Had | been present, | would have
voted “aye” on that question.

H.R. 4156, THE SECURITY CLEAR-
ANCE OVERSIGHT AND ACCOUNT-
ABILITY ACT

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 22, 2009

Ms. ESHOO. Madam Speaker, today | am
proud to introduce the Security Clearance
Oversight and Accountability Act. This Act is
the result of the work the Subcommittee on In-
telligence  Community Management of the
House Permanent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence. I'm pleased, Mr. ISsA, the Ranking
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Member of the Subcommittee during the 110th
Congress, has again joined me as a co-spon-
sor of this legislation. | hope we will move this
legislation quickly, given the strong bipartisan
support that it enjoys. It will improve our in-
sight into the security clearance process, and
by doing so, improve the process itself.

Security clearances are the gateway to
serving our Nation in national security, home-
land security, and many foreign policy posi-
tions. Over time, the number of Federal em-
ployees and contractors holding clearances
has stretched into the hundreds of thousands,
clogging the clearance system and creating
tremendous backlogs. Following the tragic at-
tacks of September 11, 2001, our country
faced an urgent need to expand its national
security workforce, but hiring was hampered,
and continues to be hampered, by our clear-
ance system. It is imperative, especially as we
transition to a new Administration, that security
clearances not be a hindrance to our national
security.

In 2004, Congress passed the Intelligence
Reform and Terrorism Prevention Act, IRTPA,
which contained many provisions to improve
the security clearance process. During the last
Congress, our Subcommittee undertook a
thorough review of the process and the
progress toward meeting the goals of the Act.
We had round-table meetings with representa-
tives of industry and representatives of the In-
telligence Community agencies. We carefully
reviewed all reports submitted in response to
the Intelligence Reform Act as well as GAO
reports on security clearance reform in the De-
partment of Defense. We held a series of
open hearings with Administration witnesses
and GAO to discuss accomplishments and
areas where progress was lacking and we in-
tend to continue that oversight in the 111th
Congress. This bill will assist us in that task
while improving the quality of our security
clearances.

In addition to our own oversight, we re-
quested that the GAO review the security
clearance processes inside the Intelligence
Community and report its findings. GAO brings
decades of experience and deep expertise to
this task. For more than 20 years its experts
have examined the personnel security prac-
tices in the Department of Defense. This is the
first time that Intelligence Community security
practices will be subjected to such scrutiny.
We look forward to Intelligence Community’s
cooperation with the GAO and to reviewing
the results of GAO’s work.

This bill is designed to remedy the short-
comings we identified last Congress. It takes
a new approach to reform by requiring agen-
cies to report to Congress annually on certain
metrics related to the security clearance proc-
ess. The metrics in this bill would enable Con-
gress and HPSCI to perform effective over-
sight, would allow both branches to track im-
provements from year to year, and would
allow agencies to judge the effectiveness of
each other's security clearance process, im-
proving confidence in the system. In a few
areas where adequate metrics have not been
developed, the Administration is required to
propose metrics to Congress.

Just a few weeks ago, the Administration’s
Joint Security and Security Reform Team
issued its proposal for security clearance proc-
ess transformation. Their vision of a trans-
formed process includes consolidated data-
bases, interactive electronic applications, in-
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vestigative techniques tailored to individual
cases, automated investigation tools, auto-
mated clearance adjudication, and a more ag-
gressive reinvestigation schedule for individual
holding security clearances. Many of these re-
forms were required by the IRTPA and | am
pleased to see their long-delayed implementa-
tion.

The security clearance process is a key to
our national security establishment and we
must make sure that it works as efficiently as
possible. An effective security clearance sys-
tem keeps out those who pose a security risk,
while quickly identifying those who are trust-
worthy to work in the system. For too long it
has been a troubled system. This legislation
will allow us to confirm the necessary progress
we must make in this critical area.

TARP DISAPPROVAL VOTE
HON. JANE HARMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 22, 2009

Ms. HARMAN. Madam Speaker, today |
voted to disapprove the release of the second
half of the so-called TARP funds. The Senate
has already approved the release, so mine is
essentially a protest vote. But it is a protest
that should be heard.

The Bush Administration presented the
$700 billion Troubled Asset Relief Program to
Congress as an asset purchase program. We
were told that the Treasury Department would
use the funds primarily to purchase mortgage-
backed securities and other toxic assets, and
then banks and credit unions would use their
cleaned-up balance sheets to free up credit
while the government helped renegotiate
home mortgages. The focus was supposed to
be about keeping people in their homes.

But looking back, it feels more like a classic
bait and switch. Rather than spend the money
as promised, the Bush Administration took ad-
vantage of loopholes in the law to funnel
money directly to banks, who have been
loathe to part with it. And the Bush Administra-
tion did this with scant oversight or account-
ability. We still have little idea how the first
$350 billion was spent, or whether much of it
made any difference.

What is clear is that little of the funds went
to the small banks and credit unions that actu-
ally keep our communities growing. | under-
stand that only one bank holding company in
my district, out of dozens of struggling com-
munity banks and credit unions, has received
any help under the TARP.

The TARP has essentially become a $350
billion bank consolidation fund. And in the
meantime, the key driver behind this crisis—
home foreclosures—has been all but ignored.

My constituents have noticed, and they con-
tinue to express overwhelming disapproval of
the way the program has been run thus far.

Yesterday, | voted for H.R. 384, Chairman
FRANK's TARP Reform and Accountability Act,
which | believe would have made Vvital
changes to the TARP—including the adoption
of a home foreclosure program modeled after
the one proposed by FDIC Chair Sheila Bair.

But | understand that the Senate has no
plans to take up the Frank Bill, and instead
will rely on assurances from NEC Chairman
Larry Summers that the Obama Administration
will use the second $350 billion responsibly.
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Larry Summers is a friend and an enormous
talent, and | have great respect for President
Obama and his team. But Congress is the
constitutionally designated steward of taxpayer
dollars. We should insist on the limitations in
the Frank bill before releasing another $350
billion.

| expect to support a robust and effective
stimulus bill. | wish the second tranche of
TARP had been totally revamped and added
to the stimulus proposal.

———

TRIBUTE TO DR. RAYMOND
ORBACH

HON. KEN CALVERT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 22, 2009

Mr. CALVERT. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor and pay tribute to an individual
whose dedication and contributions to our
country are exceptional. The United States
has been fortunate to have dynamic and dedi-
cated leaders who willingly and unselfishly
give their time and talent to make our Nation
a better place to live and work. Dr. Raymond
Orbach is one of these individuals. On Janu-
ary 23, 2009, Dr. Orbach’s term serving as the
first Under Secretary of the Office of Science
at the U.S. Department of Energy will come to
an end.

Dr. Orbach began his academic career as a
postdoctoral fellow at Oxford University in
1960 and became an assistant professor of
applied physics at Harvard University in 1961.
He joined the faculty of the University of Cali-
fornia, Los Angeles, UCLA, 2 years later as an
associate professor and became a full pro-
fessor in 1966. From 1982 to 1992, he served
as the provost of the College of Letters and
Science at UCLA.

From 1992 to 2002, Dr. Orbach served as
chancellor of the University of California (UC),
Riverside, located in the 44th Congressional
District of California. Under his leadership, UC
Riverside doubled in size, achieved national
and international recognition in research, and
led the University of California in diversity and
educational opportunity. In addition to his ad-
ministrative duties at UC Riverside, he sus-
tained an active research program; worked
with  postdoctoral, graduate, and under-
graduate students in his laboratory; and taught
the freshman physics course each year. As
the Distinguished Professor of Physics, Dr.
Orbach set the highest standards for aca-
demic excellence.

Dr. Orbach was nominated by President
Bush to serve as the first Under Secretary for
Science at the U.S. Department of Energy
(DOE) on December 13, 2005. He was con-
firmed unanimously by the U.S. Senate on
May 26, 2006, and was sworn in by Secretary
of Energy Samuel Bodman on June 1, 2006.

In his capacity as under secretary, Dr.
Orbach’s primary responsibility was to serve
as chief scientist for DOE, providing advice to
the Secretary of Energy on all scientific and
technical programs in DOE. Serving as chief
scientist within DOE, Dr. Orbach advised the
Secretary of Energy on a variety of topics, in-
cluding the annual assessment of the reliability
and safety of the U.S. nuclear warhead stock-
pile, which is developed each year by the Sec-
retary of Defense and Secretary of Energy for
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the President of the United States. As Under
Secretary for Science, he was responsible for
the department’s implementation of the admin-
istration’s American Competitiveness Initiative
to help drive continued U.S. economic growth.
He also was responsible for leading the de-
partment’s efforts to transfer technologies from
DOE national laboratories and facilities to the
global marketplace, serving as the depart-
ment’s technology transfer coordinator, in ac-
cordance with the Energy Policy Act, and was
chair of the DOE Technology Transfer Policy
Board, responsible for coordinating and imple-
menting policies for the department’s tech-
nology transfer activities.

Dr. Orbach’s tireless passion for science
has contributed immensely to the betterment
of the Department of Energy and the United
States of America. | am proud to call Dr.
Orbach a fellow American and friend. | know
that many people around the country are
grateful for his service and salute him as he
ends his term.

IN HONOR OF “CLUB”
HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 22, 2009

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, | have often
said that women working together can accom-
plish great things. | rise this evening to pay
tribute to such a group of women, born and
raised in the depression in our favorite city,
San Francisco, who have helped, consoled,
networked, laughed, cried and raised their
families together since meeting as school-
children some 70 years ago. This special
group of ladies is known to themselves and in
excess of 100 sons, daughters, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren by the simple name:
“Club.”

The original eight members met as children
in the Excelsior District. Marie Regalia (later
Kennealy), Anne Desmond (Cordes), Ann
Espinosa (Sanchez), Connie Slevin (Voreyer),
Mary McBrady (Ghiorso) and Rose Damonte
(Larsen) were students at Epiphany Catholic
School and Grover Cleveland Elementary but
played together at Crocker Amazon Park and
remained together through High School and
into adulthood.

Along the way, they picked up new mem-
bers Irene and Janet Loretto, Gena O’Brien,
Shirley Kennealy, Jeanne McKevitt, Barbara
Dykstra, Elli Morris and Lori Carlin. The group
has raised 58 children between them, trading
used clothes, toys and baby furniture and pro-
viding moral, psychological and baby-sitting
help long before modern innovations like the
internet, self-help books and Oprah.

Madam Speaker, the women of “Club” rep-
resent the finest of America. Each has made
a profound mark on her community—from
serving on boards of charities, presiding over
parish women’s guilds, coaching and teaching
young girls, and unselfishly passing on their
hard-earned wisdom to anyone looking for
guidance.

After graduating from high school in 1950,
the women pledged to meet regularly to com-
pare notes and ideas on how to navigate their
rapidly changing world. Most are daughters of
immigrants who were raised in the customs
and traditions of “the old country” and were
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now charged with charting their own course.
For nearly six decades, they have stayed in
constant touch, sharing lunches, laughs and
the kind of camaraderie that comes only with
a lifetime of mutual experiences. Together,
they have celebrated births and weddings,
grieved at funerals, offered support during di-
vorces and other setbacks and lent a hand
whenever any of them needed a lift. In addi-
tion, “Club” has held more than 100 showers
for births, weddings and ordinations to the
priesthood.

The families of these confident and outgoing
women know all-too-well the far-reaching influ-
ence of “Club”. Indeed, few important deci-
sions are made without running it by the group
and woe to the husband who does something
foolish or insensitive enough to top the agen-
da at a monthly get-together.

Madam Speaker, you and | have both said
that it is San Franciscans that make San Fran-
cisco such a special place. | can think of no
greater example to illustrate this point than the
vibrant, beautiful and passionate ladies known
to all who have made their acquaintance as
“Club.”

——————

THE ADVANCING ONE COMMUNITY
AWARD

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 22, 2009

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, today,
lowa State University will host its celebration
of the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. The Advancing One Community
Award given in his name will recognize the
laureates’ commitment to an inclusive multicul-
tural community and efforts to reduce injustice
and inequity. Receiving this award will be
Mary de Baca, who has never shied from that
struggle.

Mary de Baca coordinates diversity pro-
grams for the world-renowned College of Agri-
culture at lowa State University. She is the
program and financial advisor to the George
Washington Carver Internship Program. She is
the faculty advisor to the lowa State University
chapter of Minorities in Agriculture, Natural
Resources, and Related Sciences (MANRRS).
She has built that club into a national power-
house: it has been National MANRRS Chapter
of the Year three of the last four years. She
has established linkages between lowa State
and historically Black land grant colleges, His-
panic serving institutions, and tribal colleges
so that they can share faculty, laboratory
equipment, and resources, and bring talented
minority students into the academic pipeline.
As a result, lowa State is a leader in training
minority graduate students and professors, al-
though lowa is not often thought of as the
most diverse state in the Union.

Mary de Baca’s commitment to diversity is
in the long tradition of the University. This is,
after all, the school which admitted George
Washington Carver when no other school
would allow him to study at all, much less
achieve a PhD. This is the school whose foot-
ball stadium is named after the man who inte-
grated its sports teams in 1923, Jack Trice.
Trice followed in Dr. Carver's footsteps. He
came to lowa to study agriculture so he could
go South and help the community. But he
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