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Vesely the best in retirement. He told The
Times on May 13 that he was “plan(ing) to do
a lot of fly-fishing”; that sounds like a great
start.

————

AMENDING THE PUBLIC HEALTH
SERVICE ACT TO PROVIDE FOR
A HEALTH SURVEY REGARDING
NATIVE HAWAIIANS AND OTHER
PACIFIC ISLANDERS

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 21, 2009

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, today |
introduced legislation to amend the Public
Health Service Act for the purposes of pro-
viding the resources necessary for the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services to survey
the health of Native Hawaiians and other Pa-
cific Islanders (NHOPI). Specifically, the bill |
have introduced today would amend Part B of
Title Ill of the Public Health Service Act to au-
thorize the award of a contract or grant by the
Secretary of Health and Human Services for
the express purpose of developing a health
survey targeting Native Hawaiians and other
Pacific Islanders residing in the United States
and the Freely Associated States in the Pacific
Region.

In 1997, the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) revised federal data collection
standards to recognize the significant demo-
graphic, historical, cultural, and ethnic dif-
ferences that exist between Native Hawaiians
and other Pacific Islanders and Asian Ameri-
cans. These important distinctions are not sim-
ply cultural or historical, but also encompass
unique health and socio-economic challenges
among the different populations. The standard
requires that Native Hawaiian and other Pa-
cific Islander data be collected, disaggregated
and reported separately from Asian American
data by all federal agencies no later than Jan-
uary 1, 2003.

As of 2007, however, not all federal agen-
cies are in full compliance with OMB Revised
Directive 15. In the places where limited agen-
cy data do exist, they are not made publicly
available or it takes years to release. On a na-
tional level, the sample size of the NHOPI
population in studies and reports is not rep-
resented because of a lack of data—resulting
in meaningful information and statistics being
unavailable to health organizations, federal,
state, territorial and local agencies and policy-
makers.

Native Hawaiian and other Pacific Islander
communities are eager to move forward with
their efforts to improve public health. This sci-
entific survey would establish baseline health
information to inform health policy and inter-
ventions so that individual and community
health can be properly tracked and evaluated.
Additionally, it would provide critical informa-
tion for both NHOPI communities’ health care
providers and organizations that work with
these communities to develop appropriate
health care strategies for public health edu-
cation and resources.

| look forward on working with my col-
leagues in addressing this need and advanc-
ing the larger cause of eliminating health dis-
parities.
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TRIBUTE TO ALL VETERANS

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 21, 2009

Mr. QUIGLEY. Madam Speaker, President
Abraham Lincoln said a Gettysburg, “The
world will little note nor long remember what
we say here, but it can never forget what they
did here.”

| rise today to honor those who have fallen
in defense of our country, and | do so recog-
nizing that history won’t remember what a guy
like me has to say.

But it's important for those who served, and
those who serve, to know we will always take
the time to remember, and say thank you.

| rise to recognize the sacrifices of the Sol-
ider holding the line in Gettysburg, the Sailor
defending the fleet in the South Pacific, the
Marine landing at Inchon, South Korea, and
the Airman patrolling the skies over Vietnam.

Madam Speaker, we mark this holiday at a
time when our sons and daughters are keep-
ing watch over the streets of Baghdad and the
mountains of Afghanistan.

We mark this holiday as a reminder that in
conflicts past, present, and future, a genera-
tion of Americans will answer the call and pay
the price of freedom.

While there is never doubt that they will do
their duty and serve their country, let there
never be doubt that we will stand by them and
remember their service and their sacrifice.

You may know that my hometown, Chicago,
has one of the nation’s largest Memorial Day
parades.

But you probably don’t know about another,
smaller, commemoration.

Dan Wenserski is a gentleman from my dis-
trict who knows about paying tribute to his
brothers and sisters who wore the uniform.

For as long as many can remember, Dan
has paid his respects to those who served this
country since its inception.

Each year, Dan unpacks flags that had
draped the caskets of the fallen to create an
Avenue of Flags at Rosehill Cemetery.

He believes it is important to pay tribute to
all who sacrificed and served.

As an 85-year-old veteran of World War I,
Dan shuns the spotlight, preferring to honor
his fallen colleagues than receive honor him-
self.

But this Memorial Day, | ask all to join me
in honoring and thanking Mr. Daniel
Wenserski.

Mr. Wenserski saw combat in the European
theater and returned from World War Il as a
21-year-old with three purple hearts.

He is commander of Amvets Post 243.

Dedicated veterans like him are a national
treasure.

We must remember them not only with me-
morials but in how we dedicate ourselves to
the unfinished work of our Republic.

We must remember Lincoln’s pledge to,
“care for him who shall have borne the battle
and for his widow and his orphan.”

That means we can’t just use this day to
pay homage to those who are lost.

We need to remember those who remain
behind.
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We need to remember the mother or father
who has to raise a family alone, and the chil-
dren who are left with only a photo.

We have, and must continue to make great
strides during this Congress to help that moth-
er and that father.

We must not allow the lessons learned dur-
ing this day go unheeded during every other.

We must dedicate every day to taking care
of our veterans and their families, as they
have taken every one of their days to dedicate
to us.

I'd like to thank all of our veterans for the
freedoms we all take for granted, and wish
you and your families all the very best on this
Memorial Day.

————

CLOUD AND LAKEVIEW HOSPITALS
BEING NAMED AMONGST THE
TOP 100 HOSPITALS BY THOMSON
REUTERS

HON. MICHELE BACHMANN

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 21, 2009

Mrs. BACHMANN. Madam Speaker, | con-
gratulate and honor St. Cloud Hospital and
Lakeview Hospital in Stillwater, Minnesota for
being named to the Top 100 Hospitals list by
Thomson Reuters. The people of St. Cloud
and Stillwater know how great their hospitals
are and I'm thrilled to see the staff members
and administrations receive this recognition.

The Top 100 Hospitals evaluates short-term,
acute care and non-federal hospitals on the
overall care of a patient, including rate of med-
ical complications and adherence to clinical
standards, fiscal responsibility and patient sat-
isfaction. We are fortunate to have high med-
ical standards in this country and St. Cloud
and Lakeview Hospitals demonstrate day in
and day out that they take the Hippocratic
oath to “do no harm” very seriously.

Lakeview Hospital was listed as a Small
Community category winner. St. Cloud Hos-
pital was recognized for its work in the Teach-
ing Hospitals category, which only makes this
hospital’s achievements that much more im-
portant as it is a place where future doctors
and administrators can learn how to create the
best patient experience. St. Cloud Hospital
was also one of 23 hospitals to receive the
Everest Award, which recognizes the hospitals
with the most improvement over a five-year
period.

Madam Speaker, | rise today to honor these
two institutions, St. Cloud and Lakeview Hos-
pitals, as some of the top hospitals in the na-
tion. Their recognition by Thomson Reuters as
Top 100 Hospitals validates the pride Min-
nesota takes in their hospitals and other care
facilities. As a small business owner working
closely with the medical community, | am
pleased to see that the people of St. Cloud
and Stillwater have some of the best hospital
care available to them in the country. Con-
gratulations to everyone who works with these
hospitals and to the communities that support
them as their own.
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RECOGNIZING MICHAELA RODENO
OF NAPA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 21, 2009

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor the many con-
tributions made by my good friend, Michaela
Rodeno, to the California wine industry and to
Napa County. After serving 20 years as CEO
of St. Supery Vineyards and Winery, Ms.
Rodeno is retiring to become the winery’s first
CEO Emeritus.

Ms. Rodeno began her career in the wine
industry in 1972 as the first female tour guide
at Beaulieu Vineyard in Rutherford. She quick-
ly capitalized on her college major in French
Literature by impressing the first French wine
company to invest in California with her lin-
guistic skills. She became the second em-
ployee hired at Domaine Chandon, which
quickly became one of Napa County’s premier
wineries.

Ms. Rodeno remained with Domaine
Chandon for 15 years, advancing to the posi-
tion of Vice President of Marketing. While
there, she developed one of the first winery
“clubs” in the industry, which eventually grew
to more than 100,000 members. While at Do-
main Chandon, she also earned her MBA at
the University of California, Berkeley.

In 1988 she was offered the position of
CEO at St. Supery, another French-backed
winery. St. Supery Vineyards and Winery is
known for its innovations in winemaking and
its commitment to consumer education and
their Napa Valley Estate Sauvignon Blanc, Ca-
bernet Sauvignon and meritage blends, Elu
and Virtu, have earned critical acclaim and
many awards.

A true pioneering woman in the wine indus-
try, Ms. Rodeno was one of the original co-
founders of Women for WineSense, a national
organization promoting wine as part of a
healthy, balanced lifestyle. She is a founding
director of the Wine Marketing Council, has
chaired the Meritage Association and the
Napa Valley Wine Auction and has also
served on the boards of the Wine Institute and
the Napa Valley Vintners.

She and her husband, Greg, live on a 25
acre ranch near Oakville planted in Sauvignon
Blanch and Pinot Grigio grapes and also own
another 40 acres planted in Bordeaux varieties
in Pope Valley. Although nearly all of the fam-
ily’s grapes are sold to Napa Valley vineries,
they do produce a small amount of
Sangiovese under their own Villa Ragazzi
label.

Madam Speaker, it is fitting at this time that
we honor Michaela Rodeno today for her
many accomplishments. She has had a distin-
guished career in the wine industry and will be
long remembered for her many contributions
and innovations. We wish her all the best, and
| am proud to call her my friend.
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ON THE OBSERVANCE OF
MEMORIAL DAY

HON. THOMAS S. P. PERRIELLO

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 21, 2009

Mr. PERRIELLO. Madam Speaker, as we
prepare to observe Memorial Day, | rise to pay
tribute to all those who have fallen in defense
of our country. From Appomattox Courthouse
to the National D-Day Memorial, the veterans
of central and southern Virginia stand as a
testament to the virtues of sacrifice and self-
less service. | am proud to work for those who
have given so much to our nation.

| firmly believe the best way to honor the
veterans of past generations is to take care of
the veterans alive today. Since coming to
Congress, | have served as an active member
of the House Committee on Veterans Affairs,
working hard to ensure that the U.S. Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs continues to uphold
its commitment to this Nation’s veterans. |
have been a co-sponsor of H.R. 1016, the
Veterans Health Care Budget Reform and
Transparency Act of 2009, a bill which would
authorize Congress to provide VA medical
care appropriations one year in advance of the
start of each fiscal year. An advance appro-
priation would provide the VA with a year to
plan how to deliver the most efficient and ef-
fective care to an increasing number of vet-
erans with increasingly complex medical con-
ditions.

Taking care of our veterans also means
helping them take care of their families. In to-
day’s economy many of our veterans are re-
turning home after extended deployments only
to find that the jobs they left behind no longer
exist. | recently introduced H.R. 1098, the Vet-
erans Worker Retraining Act of 2009. H.R.
1098 will help address the growing problem of
veteran unemployment by reinstating and
making permanent the rate increase for On-
the-Job Training (OJT) benefits available to el-
igible veterans through the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs. OJT offers veterans and mem-
bers of the Guard and Reserve an alternative
to attending a college or university by using
their education benefit to obtain employment
training.

As a Nation we have prospered because we
have always had brave men and women will-
ing to answer the call to arms in times of great
uncertainty. May God bless all those who
have fallen in the name of freedom and all
those who stand vigilant to protect it.

—

IN REMEMBRANCE OF THOMAS
BYRNE

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 21, 2009

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the memory of Mr. Thomas
Byrne, former Mayor of St. Paul, Minnesota
who died on Sunday, April 5. While the city of
St. Paul mourns the loss of a great civil serv-
ant, it is also a time to reflect on the legacy
of this remarkable Minnesotan.

Elected St. Paul's mayor in 1966 and again
in 1968, Mr. Byrne’s time in office is remem-
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bered for his commitment to community and
transparency, and for his abiding love for the
great city of St. Paul. He was dedicated to the
idea that government best serves its people
when it is accessible and open to all, an idea
that to this day underpins the very spirit of
Saint Paul’'s local government.

During his very first year as mayor, Thomas
Byrne brought back one of St. Paul's most
festive traditions, its annual St. Patrick's Day
parade. While the Irish-themed celebration
may be the most tangible result of Byrne’s
time in office, his legacy runs much deeper.
He managed to pass a city-wide housing law,
and helped make St. Paul the first city in the
United States to pass a human rights ordi-
nance, all while fostering an environment of
open dialogue that has become tradition in St.
Paul. When protestors once staged a peaceful
sit-in at his office, Mayor Byrne brought them
coffee and doughnuts, a testament to his ap-
proach to politics.

Thomas Byrne was an exceptional man not
only for his service to the city of St. Paul, but
for his service to our great nation. After grow-
ing up in St. Paul, where he attended Cretin
High School, Mr. Byrne enrolled at the Univer-
sity of St. Thomas for a bachelor's degree in
education. He put his own education on hold,
however, to serve as a navigator for the Army
Air Corps during World War |l. Stationed in
ltaly, he flew over 50 missions before return-
ing home to receive his bachelor's degree
from St. Thomas, and a master's degree in
education from the University of Minnesota.

Both before and after his career as mayor,
Thomas Byrne worked as a teacher and ad-
ministrator for the St. Paul public school sys-
tem. He served on the St. Paul Parks and
Recreation Commission, the Minnesota Munic-
ipal Commission, and in his local Veterans of
Foreign Wars post. He was a member of the
Holy Spirit Men’s Club and Choir, the St. Paul
Federation of Teachers, the St. Paul Volunteer
Bureau, his local American Legion chapter,
and countless other community groups from
Little League to the Knights of Columbus.

Thomas Byrne was the true embodiment of
an active, involved citizen. A profound love for
his community motivated him to give back in
every way he could. Like so many Minneso-
tans, however, he still found time to fish at the
family cabin in Northern Minnesota.

On behalf of myself, the City of St. Paul,
and the state of Minnesota, | wish to honor the
life and legacy of Thomas Byrne. | offer my
thoughts and my prayers to Mary Therese
Byrne, Thomas’ wife of 63 years, and his
three remaining children, Tim Byrne, Joseph
Byrne, and Margaret Allen.

HONORING BRIAN O’'NEILL

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 21, 2009

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the memory of Brian O’Neill,
one of the great visionaries of the National
Park Service, who passed on May 13, 2009.

For 25 years Brian served as Super-
intendent of the Golden Gate National Rec-
reational Area, a vast swath of 75,500 acres
in San Mateo and San Francisco Counties
and across the Golden Gate in Marin County
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