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IN HONOR OF TAIWAN’S PARTICI-

PATION IN THE WORLD HEALTH 
ASSEMBLY 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 4, 2009 

Mr. MARCHANT. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate the announcement of Tai-
wan’s participation as an observer in the 
World Health Assembly, WHA, to be held in 
Geneva, Switzerland. This announcement is 
the culmination of more than a decade of ef-
forts by the Taiwanese people to be included 
in the assembly. Additionally, many of my con-
gressional colleagues and I have been active 
in supporting Taiwan’s participation in the 
WHA. I am delighted that after years of work 
in both Taipei and Washington, DC, these ef-
forts have finally paid off and that Taiwan will 
be able to send a delegation to the WHA later 
this month under the nomenclature of ‘‘Chi-
nese Taipei.’’ 

With the outbreak of the H1N1 virus sweep-
ing across the United States and several 
countries, Taiwan’s inclusion as an observer in 
the WHA is especially crucial in coordinating 
global responses to epidemics. Diseases do 
not stop at national borders, and Taiwan’s 
long absence from the WHA meant that a co-
ordinated global response to outbreaks was 
not as effective as it could be with Taiwan’s 
inclusion. 

I congratulate the Taiwanese people on fi-
nally winning inclusion in the WHA and look 
forward to continuing the good relations be-
tween Taiwan and the United States. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GLENN THOMPSON 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 4, 2009 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. Madam 
Speaker, on rollcall No. 209, I was absent on 
the evening of April 27, 2009, because I was 
attending a public meeting at the Allegheny 
National Forest in Warren, Pennsylvania, re-
garding the pending Supplemental Environ-
mental Impact Statement, SEIS, ongoing litiga-
tion, and the proposed ‘‘settlement.’’ Recent 
Forest Service actions on the Allegheny have 
created adverse economic distress in my rural 
district and are unfairly denying my constitu-
ents access to their legally owned subsurface 
mineral rights. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘aye.’’ 

f 

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS TO 
MALINDA WRIGHT 

HON. RON PAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 4, 2009 

Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, Malinda Smith 
Wright will turn 100 on May 17, 2009. Malinda 
was born and raised in Brazoria County, TX, 
which is in my congressional district, and has 
spent all of her life there. 

Malinda was married to Alex C. Wright for 
over seventy years. Together, Malinda and 
Alex raised six children. A lifelong lover of 
reading, Malinda continues to read the news-
paper every day, and I understand that she is 
particularly interested in the stock market. 

Madam Speaker, I am pleased to take this 
opportunity to extend my congratulations and 
best wishes to Malinda Wright as she pre-
pares to celebrate her 100th birthday with her 
friends and family. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF JACK 
KEMP 

HON. PETER T. KING 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 4, 2009 

Mr. KING of New York. Madam Speaker, 
today I rise to honor the life of Jack Kemp 
who left us this past Saturday. 

While his passing saddens all of us, Jack 
lived a full life that was truly remarkable. In 
addition to being a wonderful husband and fa-
ther, Jack achieved outstanding success as a 
professional quarterback, United States Con-
gressman, Cabinet Secretary, and Vice Presi-
dential candidate. This is a man who excelled 
both personally and professionally. His eco-
nomic policies formed the heart of the Reagan 
Revolution. Even after his political career 
ended, he made sure to continue his public 
service by writing, speaking, and continuing to 
tackle some of America’s greatest problems. 
Jack Kemp always had ideas to offer and he 
was most often right. 

Jack not only shined but took a leadership 
role in everything he did. Whether it was on 
the football field leading his team to victories 
or being a driving force in the House of Rep-
resentatives, he was always in the middle of 
the action. Jack Kemp certainly embodied 
what Theodore Roosevelt said about the ‘‘man 
in the arena.’’ His was the face that was [lit-
erally] ‘‘marred by dust and sweat and blood’’ 
during his many athletic and political battles 
over the years. 

And even though he was able to achieve so 
much during his time here, we grieve for what 
he still had to contribute. This is a man who 
continuously pushed himself in whatever pro-
fession he found himself in. 

I was proud to know Jack Kemp for more 
than thirty years and to be his friend. 

My thoughts and prayers go out to Joanne, 
his wife of more than fifty years, his four chil-
dren, Jeff, Jennifer, Judith, and Jimmy, and 
his seventeen grandchildren. 

Jack Kemp was a great man and a true 
public servant who touched so many lives in 
a positive way during his life. He will be sorely 
missed. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MARION BERRY 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 4, 2009 

Mr. BERRY. Madam Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent on the afternoon of April 29, 
2009, and on April 30, 2009. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘no’’ on rollcall 

vote 223, against final passage of H.R. 1913. 
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ 
on rollcall vote 228, for final passage of H.R. 
627. 

f 

PRESIDENT NURSULTAN 
NAZARBAYEV OF KAZAKHSTAN 

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA 
OF AMERICAN SAMOA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 4, 2009 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to commend President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev on his offer to host a nuclear fuel 
bank in Kazakhstan administered by the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), which 
the United States would expect to meet the 
highest international standards for safety, se-
curity and safeguards. It is my understanding 
that the U.S. Department of State has wel-
comed President Nazarbayev’s announce-
ment, and is prepared in principle to support 
this offer. In fact, even today, Secretary Hillary 
Clinton is meeting with Kazakhstan’s Foreign 
Minister Marat Tazhin, and I understand that 
this important measure is on their agenda. 

I am pleased by these series of events, es-
pecially in view of history. From 1949 to 1991, 
the Soviet Union used Kazakhstan as its nu-
clear testing ground, exploding more than 500 
nuclear bombs and exposing more than 1.5 
million Kazakhs to nuclear radiation. When the 
Soviet Union collapsed in 1991, Kazakhstan 
inherited the world’s fourth largest nuclear ar-
senal and the second largest nuclear test site. 
While Kazakhstan could have retained enough 
highly enriched uranium to produce 20 nuclear 
bombs, President Nursultan Nazarbayev, in 
cooperation with the United States, and under 
the auspices of the Nunn-Lugar Cooperative 
Threat Reduction (CTR) program, voluntarily 
dismantled and shut down the nuclear test site 
at Semipalatinsk. 

Kazakhstan has since signed with the 
United States amendments to a bilateral 
agreement on the nonproliferation of weapons 
of mass destruction which has moved the two 
nations towards a new level of cooperation in 
preventing the threat of bio-terrorism. 

As a Pacific Islander, I have a special affin-
ity for President Nazarbayev and the people of 
Kazakhstan. From 1946 to 1958, the United 
States detonated 66 nuclear weapons in the 
Republic of the Marshall Islands (RMI) includ-
ing the first hydrogen bomb, or Bravo shot, 
which was 1,000 times more powerful than the 
bomb dropped on Hiroshima. Acknowledged 
as the greatest nuclear explosion ever deto-
nated, the Bravo test vaporized six islands 
and created a mushroom cloud 25 miles in di-
ameter. If one were to calculate the net yield 
of tests conducted by the U.S. in the RMI, it 
would be equivalent to the detonation of 1.7 
Hiroshima bombs every day for 12 years. Re-
grettably, the U.S. has never fully made right 
the suffering of Pacific Islanders who, then 
and now, face severe health problems and 
even genetic anomalies for generations to 
come. 

Through His Excellency Kanat Saudabayev, 
now Secretary of State for the Republic of 
Kazakhstan, I learned of President 
Nazarbayev’s historic leadership in the cause 
of nuclear nonproliferation and, since my visit 
to Semipalatinsk, I stand with him in calling for 
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a nuclear weapons free world. Of all nations, 
Kazakhstan has the most legitimate voice, as 
no other nation has been courageous enough 
to disarm. Frankly speaking, when it comes to 
strengthening the global partnership for a nu-
clear weapons free world, President 
Nazarbayev has set the standard for other na-
tions to follow. 

As Strobe Talbott, President of the Brook-
ings Institution, recently noted, ‘‘the goal of 
eventually abolishing nuclear weaponry is writ-
ten into the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty 
(NPT), which the U.S. Senate ratified nearly 
40 years ago.’’ And yet what have the mem-
bers of the nuclear club done to disarm? In 
many ways, the five permanent members of 
the UN Security Council, which includes the 
United States, the United Kingdom, France, 
Russia, and the People’s Republic of China 
are the worst examples of how the world 
should deal with nuclear challenges, but I re-
main hopeful that the U.S., under the leader-
ship of President Obama, will form a strong al-
liance with Kazakhstan in moving the world 
forward on this issue. 

Kazakhstan has also made great strides to-
wards democracy, earning the support of 56 
member nations to head the OSCE in 2010. 
Today, Kazakhstan has become the most sta-
ble and prosperous nation in Central Asia, and 
is the first country in the Commonwealth of 
Independent States to be granted market 
economy status by the United States. With 
more than 130 ethnic groups and 40 faiths liv-
ing in peaceful coexistence, Kazakhstan is 
also a model for religious tolerance. 

By its actions, Kazakhstan has proven itself 
to be a key ally of the United States and, as 
such, I welcome Foreign Minister Marat 
Tazhin’s visit to Washington, D.C. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF LIEU-
TENANT JAMES THOMAS, FIRE-
FIGHTER 

HON. ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 4, 2009 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Madam Speaker, on June 
28, 2000, the Baltimore City Fire Department 
(BCFD)—and indeed, the entire Baltimore 
community—lost a dedicated and passionate 
advocate and brother, Mr. James Thomas. He 
had retired from BCFD in 1992 after nearly 37 
years of dedicated service. 

Mr. Thomas started his career in 1956 with 
Engine No, 6, three years after African Ameri-
cans were allowed to be employed by the fire 
department. In 1962, as member of Engine 
No. 8, Jim was promoted to the rank of Lieu-
tenant, which made him the first African Amer-
ican Officer within the BCFD. Jim took on 
many responsibilities and leadership positions 
within the BCFD, serving as a fire and safety 
inspector. 

However, as it is widely known firefighters 
do not ever retire. They just stop going to the 
fire house everyday and this was also the 
case for Mr. Thomas. After his retirement, fire-
fighter cadets and those with years of experi-
ence often sought out Jim for his advice, guid-
ance, and instruction or simply to listen to his 
experiences within the BCFD. 

Madam Speaker, in addition to being a dedi-
cated firefighter, Jim above all else was a de-

voted husband to his wife Maureen and a man 
of faith. Although he passed away nearly nine 
years ago, his life remains an inspiration to us 
all, speaking volumes for what can be accom-
plished when a person’s faith and determina-
tion are synchronized with his conduct. It is 
my hope that the family and friends of Mr. 
James Thomas continue to hold on to the fond 
memories they shared with him. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GLENN THOMPSON 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 4, 2009 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. Madam 
Speaker, on rollcall no. 208 I was absent on 
the evening of April 27, 2009 because I was 
attending a public meeting at the Allegheny 
National Forest in Warren, Pennsylvania re-
garding the pending Supplemental Environ-
mental Impact Statement (SEIS), ongoing liti-
gation, and the proposed ‘‘settlement.’’ Recent 
Forest Service actions on the Allegheny have 
created adverse economic distress in my rural 
district and are unfairly denying my constitu-
ents access to their legally owned subsurface 
mineral rights. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

WORLD PRESS FREEDOM DAY 

HON. MIKE PENCE 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 4, 2009 

Mr. PENCE. Madam Speaker, I come to the 
floor today in support of World Press Freedom 
Day, celebrated on the 3rd day of May each 
year. I do so with a profound sense of humility 
and with a sense of privilege about being able 
to come to the floor to speak in support of 
freedom of the press around the world. 

World Press Freedom Day has been ob-
served for 16 years now and serves as a re-
minder to us all of the vital importance of this 
core freedom. It is a day in which we cele-
brate the indispensable role played by journal-
ists in exposing abuses of power, while at the 
same time we sound the alarm about the 
growing number of journalists that are still 
being silenced by death or jailed as they at-
tempt to report on important issues of the day 
and bring to light information in the public in-
terest. 

Since this day was first celebrated, 692 jour-
nalists have been killed. The majority of vic-
tims were local reporters covering topics such 
as crime, corruption, and national security in 
their home countries. Adding to this tragic fig-
ure are the hundreds more each year who 
face intimidation, censorship, and arbitrary ar-
rest—guilty of nothing more than a passion for 
truth and a tenacious belief that a free society 
depends on an informed citizenry. In every 
corner of the globe—from Iran to Zimbabwe, 
Burma to Pakistan, Cuba and Venezuela— 
there are journalists being actively harassed 
and exercising self-censorship because of 
threats and intimidation from repressive re-
gimes. 

As part of combating this intimidation and 
censorship, Mr. ADAM SCHIFF of California and 

I recently introduced the Daniel Pearl Freedom 
of Press Act. As many will remember, Daniel 
Pearl was kidnapped and murdered by terror-
ists in Pakistan, just 4 months after the Sep-
tember 11th attacks. 

At the time of his kidnapping, Pearl served 
as the South Asia Bureau Chief of the Wall 
Street Journal, and was based in Mumbai, 
India. He went to Pakistan as part of an inves-
tigation into the alleged links between Richard 
Reid, the shoe bomber, Al Qaeda and Paki-
stan’s Inter-Services Intelligence, ISI. He was 
subsequently beheaded by his captors. This 
legislation is dedicated to Daniel Pearl, the 
many that have gone before him, and those 
that still face such dangers today. The legisla-
tion seeks to highlight and promote freedom of 
the press by establishing an annual State De-
partment report on the status of press freedom 
in every country in the world and create a 
grant program aimed at broadening and 
strengthening the independence of journalists 
and media organizations. 

Now, more than ever, the defense of the 
freedom of the press must continue. Here at 
home, the Constitution of the United States 
provides: ‘‘Congress shall make no law . . . 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the 
press.’’ Not since those words were adopted 
has this body passed a law to ensure the free-
dom of the press. Last month, the House 
passed the Free Flow of Information Act of 
2009, legislation I was honored to introduce 
with Representative RICK BOUCHER of Virginia. 
The bill provides a qualified privilege of con-
fidential sources to journalists—which is sadly 
missing in Federal law—and enables reporters 
to shield sources in most instances from dis-
closure. I urge its swift passage by our col-
leagues in the Senate. 

While it is my great hope that a Federal 
Media Shield bill will soon be signed into law 
here at home, the struggle for freedom of the 
press is much more primitive in its evolution in 
many parts of the world. And for that reason 
we must stand in solidarity with all those 
around the globe who love freedom and con-
tinue to strain at the bonds of tyranny and op-
pression on this day of remembrance. 

On this day, we remember reporters like 
Roxana Saberi. Miss Saberi is a 31-year-old 
American journalist who was arrested in Feb-
ruary 2009, and is being held in Iran on 
charges of espionage, which her lawyer and 
the U.S. Department of State call baseless. 
Saberi is a freelance journalist who moved to 
Iran 6 years ago and reports for NPR, the 
BBC, and other news organizations. A true 
representative of this melting pot that is Amer-
ica, she grew up in Fargo, North Dakota, the 
daughter of Reza Saberi, who was born in 
Iran, and Akiko Saberi, who is from Japan. 

As we learn of cases like Miss Saberi, we 
understand the stakes that are at risk here. 
We understand why oppressive regimes like 
that of Iran want so desperately to muzzle the 
unfiltered reporting of journalists like Saberi. 
And we understand why it is so important to 
cherish and protect freedom of the press as a 
vital check on abuses of power. Today, we 
call on the government of Iran to free Miss 
Saberi, hospitalized in her desperate attempt 
to win her freedom with a hunger strike that 
might appeal to the conscience of her oppres-
sor where her valid legal arguments did not. 

As a conservative who believes in limited 
government, I believe the only check on gov-
ernment power in real time is a free and inde-
pendent press. A free press ensures the flow 
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