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Arvada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for
Youth award. | have no doubt she will exhibit
the same dedication she has shown in her
academic career to her future accomplish-
ments.

——————

RECOGNIZING MADDESON
ELIZABETH BILLMEYER

HON. BRUCE L. BRALEY

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 29, 2009

Mr. BRALEY of lowa. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the courage and re-
solve of Maddeson Elizabeth Billmeyer.
Maddeson went to the hospital after falling on
the ice this past winter. During her hospital
visit, a tumor was detected and diagnosed.
This fall was a blessing in disguise, as it al-
lowed for her to be diagnosed sooner rather
than later.

Maddeson was diagnosed with Ewing Sar-
coma which has only about 150 cases re-
ported each year. This rare cancer has spread
to both lungs. The cancer will be treated with
6 sessions of chemotherapy, followed by sur-
gery to remove the tumor and any remaining
cancer. Maddeson will then continue with
chemotherapy for a minimum of 42 weeks.

Maddeson is only 6 years old and is in the
process of dealing with a terrible disease.
Maddeson and her family have a difficult road
ahead of them and they need community sup-
port. The Billmeyer family needs emotional,
educational, and practical support from their
family and friends.

| want to use this unfortunate circumstance
as an opportunity to promote childhood cancer
awareness, and the need for childhood cancer
education. Ours thoughts and prayers are with
Maddeson Billmeyer and her family.

JOSH LOBATO

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 29, 2009

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Josh Lobato
who has received the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Josh
Lobato is a 7th grader at Oberon Middle
School and received this award because his
determination and hard work have allowed him
to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Josh
Lobato is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential that students at
all levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic that will guide
them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations once
again to Josh Lobato for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. | have no doubt he will exhibit the
same dedication he has shown in his aca-
demic career to his future accomplishments.
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RECOGNIZING NICHOLAS EVER-
ETTS, AMERICAN LEGION DE-
PARTMENT OF ARIZONA
ORATORACLE CONTEST 1ST RUN-
NER UP

HON. HARRY E. MITCHELL

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 29, 2009

Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Nicholas Everetts of
Fountain Hills, Arizona, who was chosen to
represent his area in the recent Constitutional
Speech Contest held by the American Legion
Oratorical Scholarship Program. This competi-
tion is sponsored by the American Legion to
promote a broader appreciation and under-
standing of the Constitution.

Nicholas won his local contest in the Phoe-
nix area, and then moved on to compete in
the state competition with students from all
over Arizona. As a sophomore at Fountain
Hills High School and the youngest participant
in the state contest, Nicholas proved his ability
and validated his hard work by placing sec-
ond.

As a member of the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs, | commend Nicholas for his par-
ticipation in this competition, and his active
role in the veterans’ community. In his speech,
Nicholas insightfully noted that “the treason
that our forefathers committed when signing
the Declaration of Independence has led us to
live in such a great country.” | am confident
that we will see great things from Nicholas in
the future, and | gratefully wish him well in his
future endeavors.

Madam Speaker, please join me in recog-
nizing Nicholas Everetts for his success in the
Constitutional Speech Contest, and his dedi-
cation to America’s veterans.

———————

JENIFER LUNDE

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 29, 2009

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Jenifer Lunde
who has received the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Jenifer
Lunde is a senior at Jefferson High School
and received this award because her deter-
mination and hard work have allowed her to
overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Jenifer
Lunde is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential that students at
all levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic that will guide
them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations once
again to Jenifer Lunde for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. | have no doubt she will exhibit the
same dedication she has shown in her aca-
demic career to her future accomplishments.
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IN HONOR OF MADISON DEVON
DODGE

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE

OF DELAWARE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 29, 2009

Mr. CASTLE. Madam Speaker, it is with
great pleasure that | rise today to recognize
Ms. Madison Devon Dodge for her efforts in
the fight against diabetes and her profound
impact on the lives of thousands of individuals
who suffer from the disease.

From May 2 to 5, 2009, Madison Dodge will
be honored here, in Washington, D.C., at the
14th Annual Prudential Spirit of Community
Awards. | find Madison’s accomplishments
over the last eight years, although she is only
thirteen years old, beyond extraordinary. She
has raised in excess of $40,000 for diabetes
research and treatment since she began vol-
unteering in 2001. | am confident that she will
not only continue to raise money to fight dia-
betes, but more importantly, that she will con-
tinue to bring hope to those suffering from dia-
betes and impact their individual lives in
meaningful ways.

To promote her fight against diabetes, Madi-
son familiarized herself with Washington D.C.
at an early age. She has met with numerous
congressman and senators to keep them in-
formed about the challenges associated with
this debilitating disease. She also holds the
distinct honor of being named a two-time
Delaware delegate to the Call to Congress
program. Additionally, Madison was invited to
attend a recent House Education and Labor
Committee hearing entitled Renewing America
through National Service and Volunteerism to
discuss and examine the importance of na-
tional service in meeting some of our country’s
critical economic needs, at which | had the op-
portunity to highlight her volunteer work. In
Delaware, she takes part in several fund-
raisers every year such as her biannual Skate
4 A Cure, Dinners for Diabetes, and other
events including raffles and craft sales. It is in-
spiring to see that such a young lady can be
so passionate about this worthy cause and
demonstrate her passion so vigorously on a
daily basis. As the co-chair of the Congres-
sional Diabetes Caucus, | personally under-
stand how important her mission is to Mem-
bers of Congress, as well the countless fami-
lies impacted by diabetes.

| would like to thank Ms. Madison Dodge for
her years of service to the men and women
suffering from diabetes, as well as our greater
community here in the State Delaware. | am
confident that her Prudential Spirit of Commu-
nity Award will only inspire her to help more
people and strengthen her resolve in the fight
against diabetes.

DENISE LOYA
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, April 29, 2009

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Denise Loya
who has received the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Denise
Loya is a senior at Jefferson High School and
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received this award because her determination
and hard work have allowed her to overcome
adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Denise
Loya is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential that students at all lev-
els strive to make the most of their education
and develop a work ethic that will guide them
for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations once
again to Denise Loya for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. | have no doubt she will exhibit the
same dedication she has shown in her aca-
demic career to her future accomplishments.

TRIBUTE TO SID OMAN

HON. J. RANDY FORBES

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 29, 2009

Mr. FORBES. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to Mr. Sid Oman, who was 81
when he passed away on Monday, April 27,
2009.

America lost a political icon with the death
of Sid Oman. Sid will certainly be remembered
for both his successful business and political
careers. Nationally, he was recognized by
President Reagan for his role in the War on
Drugs, and he was widely known for being
elected to serve as mayor of two cities in dif-
ferent states, Chesapeake, Virginia and Eliza-
beth City, North Carolina.

From the beginning, Sid Oman planned to
be a funeral director. He founded his own
business—Oman Funeral Homes—and he set
the standard for the way in which he ran his
business. He served as President of both the
Virginia Funeral Directors Association and the
Tidewater Funeral Directors Association. His
business reputation led to his role as the di-
rector of General Douglas MacArthur’s funeral
in 1964.

Sid was so much more than a funeral direc-
tor. He was a Marine, a Sunday school teach-
er, a marriage commissioner, and he played a
leadership role in numerous civil groups com-
mitted to the communities in which he lived
and worked every day, including business,
health care, education, and service organiza-
tions.

Sid was deeply engaged in connecting with
citizens and friends in the community through
technology and media. He hosted weekly TV
and radio shows, including “The Sounding
Board,” “The Vantage Point,” “Call to City
Hall,” and “Mayor’s Report.”

In his later years, Sid’s personal battle with
cancer and his resilient commitment to ensur-
ing access to cancer treatment for others re-
sulted in Chesapeake General Hospital nam-
ing its Cancer Treatment Center in his honor.

At home, Sid was the proud husband of Lil-
lian Callis Oman since 1947. He had two chil-
dren—his daughter Susan, and his son, Rob-
ert, who followed his father’s footsteps into the
funeral business.

However, for Chesapeake residents he rep-
resents the personification of the office of
Mayor, an office he officially held for six years,
but for which he was known for the remainder
of his life. Sid’s love for people and his city will
not soon be forgotten or easily replaced, and
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his contributions to our lives in Chesapeake
will live on for generations.

BRYCE LANGE

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 29, 2009

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Bryce Lange
who has received the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Bryce
Lange is a senior at Faith Christian Academy
and received this award because his deter-
mination and hard work have allowed him to
overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Bryce
Lange is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential that students at
all levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic that will guide
them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations once
again to Bryce Lange for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. | have no doubt he will exhibit the
same dedication he has shown in his aca-
demic career to his future accomplishments.

IN HONOR OF AMY LIU
HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE

OF DELAWARE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 29, 2009

Mr. CASTLE. Madam Speaker, it is with
great pleasure that | rise today to recognize
Ms. Amy Liu for establishing the Sichuan
Earthquake Relief Fund and raising over
$43,000 to aid victims of the earthquake that
struck south-central China in May 2008.

From May 2 to 5, 2009, Amy Liu will be
honored here, in Washington, D.C., at the
14th Annual Prudential Spirit of Community
Awards. The efforts of Ms. Liu in her attempt
to aid those devastated by the disaster in
China are remarkable in and of themselves.
Amy founded, organized, and led a month
long fundraising effort that sent more than
$20,000 directly to the Chinese Red Cross,
where it was redistributed for disaster relief
and rebuilding. | find Amy’s accomplishments
in this situation to be absolutely extraordinary.
Not only did she raise an incredible amount of
money to help people in dire need, she served
as an exemplary role model for her peers in
the process.

Ms. Liu has also volunteered at the First
State Chinese School, the A.l. DuPont Hos-
pital, the Brandywine Hundred Library, and the
Stand Up for What is Right and Just program.
In addition, Amy was a guest of mine at a re-
cent House Education and Labor Committee
hearing entitled Renewing America through
National Service and Volunteerism to discuss
and examine the importance of national serv-
ice in meeting some of our country’s critical
economic needs. At the hearing, | had the op-
portunity to highlight Amy’s exemplary commu-
nity service. | am confident that Amy will not
only continue to volunteer and serve the Dela-
ware community and people in need, but more
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importantly, that she will continue to impact in-
dividual's lives in profound and meaningful
ways.

| would like to thank Ms. Amy Liu for her
service to the men and women who suffered
in China after the May 2008 earthquake, as
well as for her continual service within our
greater community in the State of Delaware. |
am confident that her Prudential Spirit of Com-
munity Award will only inspire her further to
help more people and act as an even larger
and more prominent role model for the young
and old in our community.

ANNA LAZIO

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 29, 2009

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Anna Lazio
who has received the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. Anna
Lazio is an 8th grader at Moore Middle School
and received this award because her deter-
mination and hard work have allowed her to
overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Anna Lazio
is exemplary of the type of achievement that
can be attained with hard work and persever-
ance. It is essential that students at all levels
strive to make the most of their education and
develop a work ethic that will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations once
again to Anna Lazio for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. | have no doubt she will exhibit the
same dedication she has shown in her aca-
demic career to her future accomplishments.

CONGRESSWOMAN SPEIER EN-
COURAGES ORGAN AND TISSUE
DONATION REGISTRATION

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 29, 2009

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, today, 17
Americans awaiting organ transplants will die
because a suitable donor was not available.
These will be our mothers, fathers, children,
and friends—some of the 100,000 of our fel-
low Americans on the national organ trans-
plant waiting list.

But unlike so many threats that are out of
our control, this is something that each of us
can change simply by signing up with your
state program.

Volunteering to be an organ or tissue donor
is a simple, painless, and selfless act of love
and generosity, the impact of which cannot be
understated. A single organ donation can save
up to 8 lives and the donation of one person’s
tissue can save the lives of up to 50 others.
Each year, 28,000 men, women and children
are saved through organ donation. Despite the
80 million of us who are enrolled in state
donor registries, there is still a need for more.

Sadly, one-third of those on the national
transplant waiting list will likely run out of time
before a donor is found.
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