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as President of the Forestville Fishing Club, 
and encourage all of my colleagues to join me 
in wishing him the very best in all of his future 
endeavors. 

f 

A PROCLAMATION HONORING J.D. 
HALE FOR WINNING THE BOYS’ 
DIVISION IV STATE BASKETBALL 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 29, 2009 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker: 
Whereas, J.D. Hale showed hard work and 

dedication to the sport of basketball; and 
Whereas, J.D. Hale was a supportive team 

player; and 
Whereas, J.D. Hale always displayed 

sportsmanship on and off of the court: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, that along with his friends, family, 
and the residents of the 18th Congressional 
District, I congratulate J.D. Hale on winning 
the Boys’ Division IV State Basketball Cham-
pionship. We recognize the tremendous hard 
work and sportsmanship he has demonstrated 
during the 2008–2009 basketball season. 

f 

HONORING BERNARD OLIVE 

HON. GENE GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 29, 2009 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Bernard 
Olive, a respected and noble citizen of the city 
of Baytown. 

Mr. Olive has been devoted to serving his 
community and through his devotion has been 
nominated for The Baytown Sun’s Citizen of 
the Year award. Serving as the Fire Marshall 
for the city since 1992 as well as the Emer-
gency Management Coordinator from 1999 to 
2007 he has displayed a true commitment in 
aiding his fellow neighbors in times of need. 

Along with his service Mr. Olive has shown 
an enthusiasm in volunteering throughout his 
community. Speaking to different organizations 
concerning hurricane preparedness, fire pre-
vention, and other various topics he has be-
come a source of knowledge that others seek 
for advice. Mr. Olive is a member of Cedar 
Bayou Masonic Lodge 321, a member of the 
6th Cavalry Association of Living History, and 
is a board member on the Hill of Rest Ceme-
tery, as well as the Baytown Heritage Society. 

For his invaluable service to the City of Bay-
town community I extend my deepest grati-
tude, and honor Mr. Bernard Olive. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MR. JIM SCHMIT 

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON 
OF IDAHO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 29, 2009 

Mr. SIMPSON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to the numerous organizers and 
volunteers of the 2009 Special Olympics 

World Winter Games in Idaho. It was because 
of the hard work and dedication of the volun-
teers from Idaho and elsewhere and their 
commitment to Special Olympics that this 
great event was possible. I would like to rec-
ognize one volunteer in particular, Mr. Jim 
Schmit. Mr. Schmit served as the Chairman of 
the Games Fundraising Committee, and he 
did an exemplary job. 

The Special Olympics World Winter Games 
attracted more than 2,000 athletes from nearly 
100 countries. It was the largest multi-sport 
event ever held in the State of Idaho. While 
my home state was proud to host this pres-
tigious event, we faced many unique chal-
lenges along the way. Host sites are typically 
named four years in advance of the Games, 
but Special Olympics International awarded 
the Games to Idaho just 24 months in ad-
vance. This left the Fundraising Games Com-
mittee with an extremely condensed timeframe 
in which to raise money and prepare for the 
event. The Committee faced an even greater 
challenge created by the difficult economic 
times that our businesses, corporations, and 
citizens confronted, which caused donations to 
charities and non-profits to drop significantly. 

Working on an unpaid volunteer basis, Mr. 
Schmit worked tirelessly with businesses and 
corporations in Idaho and throughout the 
country to secure both monetary donations 
and in-kind donations of food and beverages 
for the athletes as well as supplies needed to 
run the events. He coordinated with the state 
and local governments to obtain assistance 
from them. In addition, Mr. Schmit worked 
closely with Senator Craig and me to help us 
in our efforts to secure federal funding in sup-
port of the Games. Faced with such a difficult 
economic environment, Mr. Schmit and his 
team were able to raise sufficient funds to put 
on the hugely successful Games and still have 
funds left over to donate back to the commu-
nity. 

Madam Speaker, I have had the honor of 
knowing and working with Mr. Schmit in his 
position as President of Qwest Idaho for many 
years. Today, I am honored to commend him 
for his tremendous work as the Chairman of 
the Games Fundraising Committee. His com-
mitment and dedication were critical to making 
the Games such a huge success, and I would 
like to take this opportunity to recognize him 
for all of his hard work. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE FAMILY 
AND MEDICAL LEAVE RESTORA-
TION ACT 

HON. CAROL SHEA-PORTER 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 29, 2009 

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Madam Speaker, I am 
proud to introduce today the Family and Med-
ical Leave Restoration Act. Since its enact-
ment in 1993, the Family and Medical Leave 
Act (FMLA) has helped workers and family 
members to balance the responsibilities of the 
workplace with their or their family’s medical 
needs. This job protected leave provides work-
ers with the comfort of knowing that their job 
will be safe while they tend to their health 
needs, or the health needs of a loved one. 

FMLA leave is unpaid leave, but it provides 
the worker with the basic assurance that their 

job will be protected while taking the family or 
medical leave that they need. Unfortunately, 
the previous Administration issued new rules 
regarding the use of FMLA leave that place 
additional burdens on workers. Workers who 
find themselves in a position that requires 
FMLA leave should not have to worry about 
meeting additional requirements for accessing 
their FMLA leave. 

The Family and Medical Leave Restoration 
Act will repeal the most restrictive of the new 
regulations, restoring the common sense—and 
fair—regulations that were previously in place. 
It also directs the new Secretary of Labor to 
revisit and revise other FMLA regulations that 
were promulgated under her predecessor. 

I look forward to working with Secretary 
Solis—a proven champion for workers’ 
rights—on this issue, and on behalf of the 
workers of New Hampshire and the nation. 

f 

A PROCLAMATION HONORING 
KYLE ONDERA FOR WINNING 
THE BOYS’ DIVISION IV STATE 
BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 29, 2009 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker: 
Whereas, Kyle Ondera showed hard work 

and dedication to the sport of basketball; and 
Whereas, Kyle Ondera was a supportive 

team player; and 
Whereas, Kyle Ondera always displayed 

sportsmanship on and off of the court: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, that along with his friends, family, 
and the residents of the 18th Congressional 
District, I congratulate Kyle Ondera on winning 
the Boys’ Division IV State Basketball Cham-
pionship. We recognize the tremendous hard 
work and sportsmanship he has demonstrated 
during the 2008–2009 basketball season. 

f 

HONORING MELVIN GOINS 

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 29, 2009 

Mr. RAHALL. Madam Speaker, I rise before 
you today to honor a great West Virginian, 
Melvin Goins. Like Jimmy Stewart’s character 
in ‘‘It’s a Wonderful Life,’’ this Friday, sur-
rounded by friends and family and the love 
and admiration of his community, Melvin 
Goins will be the richest man in Bramwell—a 
town noted for the millionaire coal barons who 
called it home at the turn of the 20th Century. 

A phenomenally talented bluegrass musi-
cian, Melvin Goins has spent a lifetime making 
music and gaining fame throughout all of blue-
grass country. His photo once graced the 
cover of Smithsonian Magazine. He was 
named an ‘‘Appalachian Treasure’’ by More-
head State University in 2000, and he was in-
ducted into the ‘‘Bluegrass Hall of Fame.’’ But 
I suspect that the recognition by his hometown 
of a local boy done well is, to him, the most 
sublime of all possible honors. 

As a youngster, Melvin, along with his broth-
er Ray who passed away in 2007, worked and 
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scraped to buy their first instrument—a 
banjo—a treasure they were afraid to reveal to 
their father, Glen. Fortunately for all of us, 
having received Glen Goins’ approval of their 
fine purchase, the two sons soon embarked 
on a path that would take them to the heights 
of bluegrass renown. 

Over the decades of their careers, the pair 
brought the sounds of a finely tuned string 
band to countless men and women throughout 
the world, who found delight in such tunes as 
‘‘Mouse Tracks in the Bacon Grease.’’ Like-
wise, gospel tunes as ‘‘I’ll Fly Away’’ and ‘‘The 
Wayfarer Stranger’’ have touched many a 
heart and soul. 

They played as part of the Lonesome Pine 
Fiddlers and the Clinch Mountain Boys, before 
going on their own to play as the Goins Broth-
ers. But eventually Ray hung up his banjo and 
Melvin carried on, establishing the Windy 
Mountain Boys. 

Over the years, Melvin’s generosity, exem-
plified by the guidance and encouragement he 
gave so freely to younger musicians, earned 
him lifelong respect and gratitude. And despite 
his success, the once-dirt poor boy has never 
lost his sense of those basic values honed in 
the hills of his West Virginia home at the knee 
of his mother Pearl. 

If it means keeping our feet firmly planted 
on Good Mother Earth and our head out of the 
clouds like Melvin Goins, then growing up ‘‘dirt 
poor’’ is a luxury more Americans should 
enjoy. 

Melvin Goins life has spanned the days of 
the battery operated radio that provided the 
family’s only entertainment to the age of the 
Internet, MP3 players, and IPods. Having 
spent the better part of his nearly 60 years on 
the road, performing live concerts at venues 
from the renowned to the unlikely, Melvin 
Goins now reaches his multitude of fans 
worldwide, in their own living rooms, through a 
virtual visit to YouTube. 

Even in his 70’s, Melvin continues a suc-
cessful and busy musical career, remaining 
much in demand by all who enjoy a little 
pickin’, singin’ and a good story to boot. 

That he has earned this continuous fol-
lowing throughout those decades of change is 
testament to the depth of Melvin’s talent and 
the breadth of his musical appeal. 

This Friday, I will join the people of 
Bramwell, West Virginia in celebrating ‘‘Melvin 
Goins Day.’’ But today, I bring his extraor-
dinary life and musical talent to the attention 
of the U.S. Congress and urge my colleagues 
to join me in recognizing Melvin Goins, an 
American treasure. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE BOLTON AND 
MENK FIRM FOR THEIR INNOVA-
TIVE DESIGN OF A NEW WASTE-
WATER TREATMENT PLANT 

HON. MICHELE BACHMANN 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 29, 2009 

Mrs. BACHMANN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Bolton and Menk Firm for 
their innovative design of a new Wastewater 
Treatment Plant in the City of Buffalo, Min-
nesota. Their fresh ideas earned them a place 
of honor in the American Council of Engineer-
ing Companies 2009 Engineering Excellence 
Awards Competition. 

This facility is the first of its kind in innova-
tion and renewable resources for water treat-
ment. The City of Buffalo, Minnesota asked for 
a state-of-the-art system and Bolton and Menk 
delivered. The facility provides a high quality 
treatment process and keeps the energy costs 
incredibly low to the city and its residents. By 
recycling and reusing, the wastewater treat-
ment plant makes all biosolids disappear. 
Some of the biosolids are even reused in the 
community’s road construction and repair. In 
the end, the City of Buffalo has one of the 
most eco-friendly and fiscally responsible 
wastewater treatment plants in America. In 
fact, estimated savings for the first year of op-
eration are expected to exceed $90,000 and 
$500,000 in the next 20 years. 

The 2009 Engineering Excellence Award 
has found a worthy recipient and I rise today 
to commend both Bolton and Menk for their in-
novation and attention to the needs of today’s 
communities and the people of Buffalo, Min-
nesota for vision and a real commitment to ex-
cellence. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND WORK 
OF PAUL SIDNEY 

HON. TIMOTHY H. BISHOP 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 29, 2009 

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the life and work of Paul 
Sidney, legendary radio personality and fixture 
of community life in Eastern Long Island for 45 
years. 

With his rapid patter and unpolished voice, 
Paul provided ‘‘local news of local interest’’ to 
generations of Long Islanders from the studios 
of WLNG radio in Sag Harbor. Joining the sta-
tion in 1963 as programming director, he later 
became WLNG’s vice-president, general man-
ager and, eventually, president. 

Paul was recognized as a pioneer in com-
munity radio when he was inducted into the 
New York State Broadcasters’ Hall of Fame in 
2007. One of his innovations at WLNG was 
his early embrace of on-location remote 
broadcasting. Local events from retail store 
openings to Easter Egg hunts could expect a 
visit from Paul in the station’s mobile broad-
casting bus, and anybody in attendance was 
eligible for an impromptu on-air interview. 

Perhaps what endeared Paul most to his lis-
teners was his dedication to keeping WLNG 
on the air during even the most severe hurri-
canes and blizzards, earning him the nick-
name ‘‘the master of disaster.’’ With his com-
mitment to keeping the community informed in 
trying times, Paul was part entertainer and 
part public servant. 

Between shifts on-air, Paul would hold court 
from his favorite bench between the Sag Har-
bor Pharmacy and the Variety Store on Main 
Street, dispensing wisdom, talking baseball 
and maybe collecting a few anecdotes for a 
later broadcast. A lifelong bachelor, his lis-
teners were both his friends and his family. 

Madam Speaker, if being successful in life 
is loving your work, Paul Sidney was one of 
the most successful people I have ever 
known. That irrepressible voice has fallen si-
lent, but Paul and his achievements over the 
years at WLNG will always be remembered. 

A PROCLAMATION HONORING 
JESSE SLONE FOR WINNING THE 
BOYS’ DIVISION IV STATE BAS-
KETBALL CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 29, 2009 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker: 
Whereas, Jesse Slone showed hard work 

and dedication to the sport of basketball; and 
Whereas, Jesse Slone was a supportive 

team player; and 
Whereas, Jesse Slone always displayed 

sportsmanship on and off of the court; now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, that along with his friends, family, 
and the residents of the 18th Congressional 
District, I congratulate Jesse Slone on winning 
the Boys’ Division IV State Basketball Cham-
pionship. We recognize the tremendous hard 
work and sportsmanship he has demonstrated 
during the 2008–2009 basketball season. 

f 

ON THE PASSING OF ERNIE 
BARNES 

HON. G. K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 29, 2009 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, today 
we mourn the loss of Ernie Barnes, an athlete, 
artist and North Carolina native. 

As a child, Mr. Barnes would accompany his 
mother to work, where she oversaw a promi-
nent attorney’s household staff in a home 
where he was captivated by the extensive col-
lection of art books available to him. It was the 
start of a lifelong love of art. 

As a junior high school student, Mr. Barnes 
was overweight and introverted. He spent his 
time drawing and hiding from the taunting bul-
lies. A sympathetic teacher helped steer him 
into a weightlifting program, which enabled 
him to excel in both football and track and 
field once he got to high school. 

Because of segregation, he was unable to 
consider nearby University of North Carolina 
or Duke University, and instead attended my 
alma mater, North Carolina Central Univer-
sity—then known as North Carolina College— 
on a football scholarship and majored in art. 

Mr. Barnes was drafted in by the Wash-
ington Redskins, who, upon discovering he 
was Black, traded him to the then-world cham-
pion Baltimore Colts. He later played offensive 
lineman for the San Diego Chargers and Den-
ver Broncos. 

While on the playing field, Mr. Barnes said 
he was studying the human form and devel-
oping an eye for capturing the drama of 
sports. Each week he would sketch the defen-
sive lineman who would be across from him in 
that Sunday’s game. 

‘‘The drawings would help me understand 
the man I would be facing,’’ he said in an 
interview. 

Mr. Barnes’ work relied on elongation and 
distortion to create a sense of energy, power, 
grace, intensity, and fluidity. His art also fea-
tures people with their closed eyes, reflecting 
his sense, as he once expressed it, ‘‘we are 
blind to one another’s humanity.’’ 
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