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parts of this country and the need for 
this Congress, before we leave, to do 
something more significant for agri-
culture and to do it in a way that pro-
vides direct assistance to farmers now. 

I will conclude with this. The reason 
we cannot wait is the credit crunch is 
real and now. No. 2, there is nothing to 
wait for because the new farm pro-
gram, the rules and regulations that 
we passed recently, will not even be 
finished being written, let alone to be 
able to receive applications for aid, 
until next year. That will be too late. 

So for Jay Hardwick, the farmers I 
represent, the farmers in the South, I 
am going to stand here for quite a 
while and talk about their situation 
and say that, most certainly, if we can 
spend a few weeks trying to figure out 
how to save the financial markets and 
Wall Street, we can spend a little bit of 
time and a little bit of money trying to 
help farmers who did not take out 
subprime loans, who managed their 
risk well and got caught in cir-
cumstances well beyond their control 
that were not manmade but were of na-
ture’s making. 

The facts of Wall Street and the fi-
nancial crisis were not natural disas-
ters. We all had a part in, I guess, mak-
ing that happen. I am not here to point 
fingers or to blame anyone else. But for 
these farmers, this was not manmade. 
The men who grew these crops did ev-
erything they were supposed to do, 
their families did everything they were 
supposed to do, and the rains came. If 
we do not give them help, they will not 
make it until the spring. 

I will be speaking about this for quite 
some time this weekend. We are grate-
ful for the aid we received but there 
needs to be some changes before we 
leave, and I am going to do what I can 
to make that possible. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES 
ACT AMENDMENTS ACT 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise to 
mark the enactment of the Americans 
With Disabilities Act amendments Act, 
S. 3406. Passed with overwhelming, bi-
partisan support in the Senate and 
House of Representatives, this impor-
tant bill was signed into law this week. 
I am proud and honored to celebrate 
the occasion with my colleagues, par-
ticularly Senator HARKIN and Senator 
HATCH, who worked so hard to craft the 
legislation and help guide it through 
Congress. The disability, civil rights, 
and business stakeholders behind this 
legislation deserve our recognition as 
well. 

We are all part of a nation built on 
the promise of equal rights, justice, 
and opportunity for everyone. Eighteen 
years ago, we took a historic step to-
ward fulfilling that promise with the 
passage of the original Americans with 
Disabilities Act. Unfortunately, we 
didn’t expect then that Supreme Court 
decisions would narrow the law’s scope 
contrary to congressional intent. As a 

result, the lower courts have now gone 
so far as to rule that people with ampu-
tation, muscular dystrophy, epilepsy, 
diabetes, multiple sclerosis, cancer, 
and even intellectual disabilities are 
not disabled. The Supreme Court deci-
sions further imposed an excessively 
strict and demanding standard to the 
definition of disability, although Con-
gress intended the ADA to apply broad-
ly to fulfill its purpose. 

The ADA Amendments Act finally 
rights these wrongs. For one, the new 
law directs the courts toward a broader 
meaning and application of the ADA’s 
definition of disability. More major life 
activities will also be included in the 
definition of disability, so that more 
people with disabilities will be covered 
by the ADA. The amendments further 
clarify that the ADA covers people who 
use ‘‘mitigating measures,’’ such as 
medications or prosthetics, to treat 
their conditions or adapt to their dis-
ability. Otherwise, they will continue 
to be in a catch-22 that forces them to 
choose between managing their disabil-
ities or staying protected from job dis-
crimination. No one should have to 
make that choice. 

Thanks to the newly enacted amend-
ments, the ADA’s focus can return to 
where it should be—the question of 
whether the discrimination occurred, 
not whether the person with a dis-
ability is eligible in the first place. 
Simply put, the ADA Amendments Act 
restores the landmark Americans with 
Disabilities Act to the civil rights law 
it was meant to be. 

Mr. President, we cannot rest on our 
laurels as we look ahead to the future. 
Today we reaffirm the principle that 
discrimination based on disability 
doesn’t belong in the workplace, but we 
cannot ignore the low employment 
rates for people with disabilities who 
want to work. They want to achieve to 
the best extent of their potential and 
enjoy economic self-sufficiency, but 
this piece of the American dream re-
mains just beyond their reach. Clearly, 
there is still much work to be done if 
our Nation is to realize the ADA’s vi-
sion of full inclusion and acceptance of 
all people. 

So let us renew our commitment to 
the goals and ideals of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act. I look forward to 
continuing this effort on behalf of the 
American people, including all those in 
Nevada and throughout the country 
celebrating the enactment of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act 
Amendments Act. 

f 

110TH BIRTHDAY OF 
SEARCHLIGHT, NEVADA 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today 
in honor of a very special event—the 
110th birthday celebration of my home-
town, Searchlight, NV. My colleagues 
have heard me speak often of Search-
light, and they all know how proud I 
am to call it home. 

On July 20, 1898, Searchlight was es-
tablished like many towns across the 

West were—as a mining district. 
George Frederick Colton had struck 
gold the year before, bringing a rush of 
miners to the area. Over the next 10 
years, Searchlight provided millions of 
dollars of gold to the world and grew to 
be one of the most populated areas in 
southern Nevada. During the mines’ 
most prosperous years, Searchlight was 
one of the most modern, well-appointed 
towns in the State. 

While Searchlight’s mining boom 
may have ended 100 years ago, the pio-
neering spirit lives on in our small 
community. And on Saturday, October 
4, 2008, the residents of Searchlight will 
commemorate the passing of the 
town’s 110th year with a BBQ dinner 
and various activities. I join the com-
munity in thanking the Searchlight 
Museum Guild for organizing this cele-
bration. 

In particular, I would like to recog-
nize my friend Jane Overy, curator of 
the Searchlight Historic Museum. Jane 
was instrumental in the founding of 
the museum, and she continues her 
work as Searchlight’s resident histo-
rian in the planning of this year’s 
birthday celebration program, ‘‘Shar-
ing Searchlight’s Historic Memories.’’ 
In addition to her work with the mu-
seum, Jane is involved with many town 
activities and is a well-known and well- 
loved figure in our community. She is 
a Navy veteran and she and her hus-
band Carl, an Air Force veteran, have 
been very active members of Nevada’s 
proud military community. Jane cur-
rently serves as the Department Com-
mander for Nevada Disabled American 
Veterans. She has been a dedicated col-
lector and preserver of Searchlight’s 
history, and I am grateful for her con-
tributions to the community. 

In my office in the Capitol, I keep a 
picture of my childhood home in 
Searchlight. It serves as a reminder of 
how my hometown has shaped my work 
on behalf of Nevada throughout my ca-
reer in Congress. I am proud to recog-
nize the historic occasion of Search-
light’s 110th birthday, and I wish its 
residents a successful and enjoyable 
event. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SENATORS 

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, today I 
wish to make a few comments about 
some of our departing colleagues who 
will no longer be with us next year. I 
have known some of them for just a lit-
tle while, others I have known for a 
long time. And, to all of them I bid a 
fond farewell and mahalo for their 
service to their State and to this coun-
try. They are dear colleagues and 
friends of mine and I know that even if 
they leave this fine establishment, our 
friendships will continue long into the 
future. 

The Senators that I am referring to 
are Senator JOHN WARNER from Vir-
ginia, Senator PETE DOMENICI from 
New Mexico, Senator LARRY CRAIG 
from Idaho, Senator CHUCK HAGEL from 
Nebraska, and Senator WAYNE ALLARD 
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from Colorado. Please allow me just 
one moment to reflect on my service 
with each of these valuable members. 

I want to extend my deepest appre-
ciation and warmest mahalo to my 
friend and colleague, Senator JOHN 
WARNER. His lifetime of devoted public 
service is truly admirable, and his in-
tegrity and dedication to duty make 
him a role model for all Americans. 
Few that have ever held the position of 
U.S. Senator have been able to combine 
his graciousness, intelligence, and ab-
solute commitment to the public good 
that have allowed him to be such an ef-
fective bipartisan leader. 

His experiences as both a sailor and a 
marine during a time of war, combined 
with his executive responsibilities as 
former Secretary of the Navy, have 
given Senator WARNER the ability to 
tackle complex policy issues during his 
time in the Senate. His leadership and 
experience on the Armed Services Com-
mittee, as well as his ability to reach 
across the aisle to get vital legislation 
passed, will be irreplaceable. He is a 
gentleman of impeccable character, 
and will be sorely missed by us all. I 
am honored and humbled to serve with 
him. 

Another good friend and colleague, 
the senior Senator from New Mexico, 
Senator PETE DOMENICI has been serv-
ing the people of his home State and 
this Nation for 36 years. Like Senator 
WARNER, Senator DOMENICI also works 
beyond party lines to address con-
troversial issues and the concerns of 
stakeholders. He is truly an exemplary 
role model for all members of Congress. 

Senator DOMENICI is a man of his 
word and has respectfully worked with 
members on both sides of the aisle. As 
a dedicated advocate he has helped en-
courage informed debates in the Sen-
ate. He has been a passionate advocate 
for many causes and has sought work-
able solutions. 

I have had the distinct pleasure to 
serve with Senator DOMENICI as a mem-
ber of the Senate Energy and Natural 
Resources Committee, as well as the 
Senate Indian Affairs Committee. Sen-
ator DOMENICI has played an integral 
role in overcoming difficult challenges 
and meeting our country’s energy 
needs. As a member of these commit-
tees I have witnessed his genuine con-
cern and commitment to improve the 
well-being of and increase opportuni-
ties for indigenous communities in Ha-
waii, across the Nation, and extending 
to our Insular areas. 

Senator DOMENICI has been one of the 
leading advocates for mental health 
care in our country. He and Senator 
Paul Wellstone were great partners in 
trying to bring about mental health 
parity. Since Paul’s death, Senator 
DOMENICI has led this initiative and 
worked with all of us in a continued ef-
fort to ensure that individuals can ac-
cess essential treatment. 

Senator DOMENICI is a statesman and 
a gentleman. It has been a pleasure to 
work with him in the United States 
Senate. I am going to miss Senator 

DOMENICI and I extend my warmest 
aloha and heartfelt well wishes. 

I would be remiss were I not to men-
tion the retirement of another of our 
colleagues, my friend LARRY CRAIG. 
Senator CRAIG and I served together on 
the Veterans’ Affairs Committee, 
which he chaired in the 109th Congress. 
I will not forget Chairman CRAIG’s will-
ingness to bring the committee from 
Washington to my home State of Ha-
waii, to hear the concerns of Hawaii’s 
veterans first hand. Under his leader-
ship, the committee held an unprece-
dented series of field hearings on the 
needs of veterans living in Hawaii, the 
Nation’s only island State. My col-
league made this possible, and I will 
not forget his generosity. 

Senator CRAIG and I have not always 
agreed, but I am proud of the relation-
ship he and I maintained as counter-
parts on the Veterans’ Affairs Com-
mittee. His willingness to find work-
able compromises, and to work with, 
rather than against, those with oppos-
ing views, are both qualities in great 
need here in Washington. I wish him 
well as he returns to his native Idaho. 
Surely he will now be able to have 
more time with his wife, Suzanne, their 
three children, and their nine grand-
children. I wish him happiness and the 
best with his future endeavors. 

Another veteran that is leaving the 
Senate and a dear friend of mine is 
Senator CHUCK HAGEL. While he has 
elected to leave the U.S. Senate after 
serving two terms, his service to this 
country started long before he became 
a U.S. Senator. In 1968, he and his 
brother served in Vietnam, where he 
earned multiple military decorations 
and honors, including two Purple 
Hearts. His long career in public serv-
ice began during his tenure as an ad-
ministrative assistant to Congressman 
John Y. McCollister from Nebraska in 
1971 until 1977. In 1981, he was nomi-
nated and confirmed to be deputy ad-
ministrator of the Veterans Adminis-
tration where had the privilege and 
honor to work for our Nation’s vet-
erans. Senator HAGEL has served the 
State of Nebraska with great distinc-
tion and will be missed by all. 

And, lastly, I wish a fond farewell to 
Senator WAYNE ALLARD. For 18 years, 
the people of Colorado and have bene-
fitted from the leadership of Senator 
ALLARD. Through his service on numer-
ous committees including Appropria-
tions, Budget, Banking and Urban Af-
fairs, our nation has benefitted as well. 
I applaud his commitment to energy 
and science as the founder of the Sen-
ate renewable energy and energy effi-
ciency caucus as this is an issue that is 
also vitally important to me. On this 
50th anniversary of the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration, I 
should note that Senator ALLARD has 
been a champion of space science and 
technology research and I would like to 
thank him for his leadership in this 
arena. From his time as a Representa-
tive of Larimer and Weld Counties to 
his current position as the Senator 

from Colorado he has been a dedicated 
and capable public servant and I wish 
him all the best. 

(At the request of Mr. REID, the fol-
lowing statements were ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 

PETE DOMENICI 
∑ Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I re-
gret that I am not able to be in the 
Senate today to pay tribute to my 
friend and colleague, Senator PETE 
DOMENICI of New Mexico. 

Throughout my years in the Senate, 
I have been honored to serve with some 
of the brightest, most committed elect-
ed leaders in our Nation. But Senator 
DOMENICI stands out in particular. He 
has the unique ability to rise above 
partisanship and find real solutions to 
real problems. 

He comes to every issue with a deep 
knowledge and desire to improve the 
lives of the people of New Mexico and 
the Nation. It has been a special honor 
to work with him for nearly 36 years, 
including many years on mental health 
issues. We both share a deep commit-
ment to those issues because we know 
the immense toll that mental illness 
has taken on beloved members of our 
families, his daughter Clare and my 
sister Rosemary. 

PETE and I are on opposites of the 
aisle in the Senate, but he has never 
approached mental health issues in a 
partisan way. Instead, he thinks of 
himself as an advocate for mental 
health reform and basic fairness for all 
our citizens. 

Through PETE’s skillful guidance and 
leadership, Congress has made major 
progress in breaking down the walls of 
discrimination against the mentally 
ill, especially in the judicial system 
and in education. On reform in mental 
health care, it has been a long, difficult 
battle for over a decade, but Senator 
DOMENICI’s will and dedication has 
never wavered. 

Years ago, young PETE played base-
ball for the Albuquerque Dukes, which 
was part of the old Brooklyn Dodgers 
farm system. Back in those days, dis-
appointed Dodger fans coined the 
phrase, ‘‘Wait ’til next year’’ after 
coming up short of a championship sea-
son so often. 

Now, at last, because of PETE, Ameri-
cans suffering from mental illness may 
not have to ‘‘wait ’til next year’’ any 
longer. We are now closer than ever to 
finally passing mental health parity 
and putting an end to the longstanding 
shameful practice of discrimination in 
health insurance against persons with 
mental illness. On this issue, Senator 
DOMENICI has been absolutely relent-
less and absolutely brilliant. We could 
never have made it this far without 
him. 

My only regret is that at the signing 
ceremony, when President Bush signs 
this landmark bill into law and looks 
up and hands the signing pen to Sen-
ator DOMENICI, we will all be sad that 
PETE is retiring from the Senate this 
year. He has been a continuing source 
of hope and inspiration to me and to 
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millions of other people and their fami-
lies across the Nation. He has made a 
truly extraordinary difference in the 
lives of families struggling with men-
tal illness. It has been a great honor to 
serve with such a talented and dedi-
cated public servant as Senator PETE 
DOMENICI. I will miss him very much in 
the years ahead. 

JOHN WARNER 
Mr. President, I wish very much that 

I could be here in person today to pay 
tribute to the extraordinary career of 
my friend JOHN WARNER. I know that 
when we return to the Senate in Janu-
ary, all of us on both sides of the aisle 
will miss the decency, thoughtfulness, 
commitment, and friendship of our out-
standing colleague from Virginia. 

We often speak about the high value 
of friendship in the Senate, about the 
importance of sustaining it despite the 
strong political and philosophical dif-
ferences that often erupt between Sen-
ators, and about the way it sustains us 
in times of personal and political cri-
sis. I know that many of my colleagues 
feel the same way, and I am sure we all 
cherish our friendship with JOHN WAR-
NER. 

The Senate will not be the same 
without him. In many ways, he epito-
mizes the words of Shakespeare, that 
we should ‘‘do as adversaries do in law, 
strive mightily, but eat and drink as 
friends.’’ 

JOHN’s life is proof that individual 
persons make a difference for our coun-
try, if they have the will to try. From 
the time he enlisted in the Navy at the 
age of 17 during World War II, to join-
ing the Marine Corps in 1950 after the 
outbreak of the Korean war, to his 
service as Secretary of the Navy, and 
to his brilliant career as a Senator rep-
resenting the people of Virginia, JOHN 
WARNER has demonstrated a commit-
ment to public service that few people 
in the history of this Nation can 
match. 

As my brother, President Kennedy, 
once said: ‘‘Any man who may be asked 
in this century what he did to make his 
life worthwhile, I think can respond 
with a good deal of pride and satisfac-
tion, ‘I served in the United States 
Navy.’ ’’ It is been a special privilege, 
as a member of the Armed Services 
Committee, to serve with JOHN WAR-
NER, particularly during his years as 
chairman or ranking member of the 
committee. JOHN deserves immense 
credit for his contributions to our 
country, and America is a stronger and 
better Nation today because of his 
life’s work. 

Perhaps more than anyone I know, 
Senator WARNER understands that we 
are Americans first and members of a 
political party second. Throughout his 
30 years in the Senate, he has consist-
ently demonstrated an all-too-rare 
willingness to reach across the aisle to 
achieve results for the American peo-
ple. 

When the partisan passions of the 
day become heated in this Chamber 
and threaten progress on fundamental 

issues, we always know that JOHN WAR-
NER is available to help find the way 
forward—even if it costs him politi-
cally. President Kennedy would have 
called him a profile in courage, and I 
agree. 

It is no secret that John and I don’t 
agree on everything, but even in times 
of disagreement, I have never ques-
tioned that his position was the result 
of deep thought and his special wisdom 
and experience. Our Founders would re-
gard the Senate career of JOHN WARNER 
as a shining example of the type of per-
son they envisioned should serve in 
this body of our Government. 

I am sad to see him leave, but as 
John and his wife Jean look to the fu-
ture and the new challenges and possi-
bilities that lie ahead, we know that he 
will always be available to answer the 
call of service, and we are very grateful 
for the opportunity to have served with 
him. We will miss him very much.∑ 

WAYNE ALLARD 
Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I rise to 

speak today regarding the retirement 
of my esteemed colleague from Colo-
rado, Senator WAYNE ALLARD. I have 
known Senator ALLARD since he joined 
Congress in 1991 and have worked close-
ly with him in the Senate since 1996. 
Today, I am sure that I am joined by 
many of my colleagues in saying that 
his service, his work ethic, and his 
friendship in this institution will be 
missed. 

A native of Colorado, Senator AL-
LARD was born in Fort Collins in 1943. 
Using the skills he learned while grow-
ing up on a ranch, Senator ALLARD ob-
tained a doctorate of veterinary medi-
cine at Colorado State University. 
Soon after, he and his wife Joan opened 
the Allard Animal Hospital. Over the 
years that followed, Senator ALLARD 
successfully built his practice and 
raised his family. He even continued 
his practice while serving in the Colo-
rado State senate for 17 years. Ever the 
citizen-legislator, Senator ALLARD 
brought this same attitude to the U.S. 
Congress in 1991 and more specifically 
to our Senate legislative body in 1996. 

It was in 1996 that Senator ALLARD 
was elected to the Senate with a prom-
ise to only serve two terms. Not being 
one to back away from that commit-
ment, Senator ALLARD declared early 
in 2007 that he would not seek a third 
term because it would have gone 
against his word. It was then that he 
declared it was a matter of integrity 
and of keeping his commitments. And 
it is now, that I can say nothing could 
be truer about the character of my 
good friend, Senator ALLARD. Born and 
raised in the West, he understands 
what it means when he shakes your 
hand and gives you his word. His integ-
rity is of the character of which we 
need more of and his commitments are 
of the nature of which we will surely 
miss. 

Indeed, for the last 17 years I have 
observed Senator ALLARD working tire-
lessly for the good people of Colorado. 
Throughout his tenure, the demands 

placed on Senator ALLARD have been 
great, yet he always manages to find 
the time to listen, to engage, and to 
talk to Coloradans about the things 
that are most important to them. Im-
pressively, Senator ALLARD has held 
over 700 townhall meetings since he 
began his service in the Congress. 

From his work on the Contract with 
America to his instrumental role in 
working with me to craft the current 
law promoting and regulating the de-
velopment of oil shale and tars sands in 
the United States, which was passed as 
part of the Energy Policy Act of 2005, 
Senator ALLARD has always done the 
work of the people and he will be 
missed. I wish him and his lovely fam-
ily the best and thank him for the 
years of service he has provided to this 
body. 

To my friend Senator WAYNE AL-
LARD, I convey my highest admiration 
and respect for what he has been able 
to accomplish while here in the Senate. 
As with any new chapter in our lives, 
our feelings are always mixed as we 
continue turning the pages that finish 
the tale of one story while we hurriedly 
rush to the next. Yet the story of Sen-
ator ALLARD’s journey in the Senate 
would not be complete without the sup-
port of his wife Joan and the love of his 
children and grandchildren. Without 
question, our loss is their gain. It is to 
them that I extend my deepest grati-
tude for the sacrifices they have made 
while their husband, their father, and 
their grandfather has served so well 
these many years. I am certain they 
are excited to have Senator ALLARD 
back, but somehow I have a feeling 
that he will not be resting for long. 

LARRY CRAIG 
Mr. President, I rise to speak today 

regarding the retirement of my friend 
and colleague, the senior Senator from 
Idaho. At the conclusion of this Con-
gress, Senator LARRY CRAIG will end a 
political career that has included over 
three decades of service to the people 
of his State. I am sure many of my col-
leagues will agree, Senator CRAIG’s 
presence in the Senate will be missed. 

Senator CRAIG is a lifelong citizen of 
Idaho, having been born in Council, ID, 
and growing up on a ranch in Wash-
ington County. He attended college at 
the University of Idaho and later 
served in the Idaho National Guard. 
These close ties to his home state, I be-
lieve, I believe, informed almost every 
decision he made while serving in Con-
gress. 

LARRY’s career in public service 
began in 1974 when he was elected to 
the Idaho State Senate. Six years 
later, he was elected to the House of 
Representatives, where he served five 
terms. In 1990, he was elected to his 
first of three terms in the Senate, 
where his devotion to the people of 
Idaho continued. 

During his time in the Senate, Sen-
ator CRAIG became involved in a num-
ber of efforts to serve the people of his 
State and the country as a whole. He 
has held prominent positions on the 
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Appropriations, Veterans’ Affairs, and 
Energy and Resource Committees. He 
also had a brief stint on the Senate Ju-
diciary Committee when I was serving 
as chairman. Although his time on the 
Judiciary Committee was short-lived, 
Senator CRAIG was always an active 
member of that panel, pursuing immi-
gration reform to help the farmers 
from his State and throughout the 
country and vigorously supporting leg-
islation to protect civil liberties. 

In recognition of these efforts, he was 
inducted to the Idaho Hall of Fame in 
2007. 

Of course, no discussion of Senator 
CRAIG would be complete without men-
tioning ‘‘The Singing Senators,’’ the 
now famous barbershop quartet that 
featured Senator CRAIG along with my 
good friends Trent Lott, John 
Ashcroft, and James Jeffords. I think 
we all enjoyed the exploits of The Sing-
ing Senators during their brief moment 
in the limelight. Sadly, with the depar-
ture of Senator CRAIG, there will be no 
Singing Senators left. I still have my 
copy of their album, ‘‘Let Freedom 
Sing,’’ and I can only hope that LARRY 
will be taking home with him his cop-
ies of the albums I have recorded. If 
not, I am sure I can dig up some new 
ones for him. 

Mr. President, I want to close by say-
ing that I have greatly admired Sen-
ator CRAIG for his devotion to the peo-
ple of his state and his efforts to im-
prove our country. I want to wish him 
and his family the best of luck in any 
future endeavors. 

PETE DOMENICI 
Mr. President, I rise today to pay 

tribute to my very dear friend and col-
league, Senator PETE DOMENICI. Other 
than the members of the Utah congres-
sional delegation, Utah has had no bet-
ter friend in the Senate than the senior 
Senator from New Mexico. My State of 
Utah is made up mostly of public lands, 
and we have often relied on this good 
Senator for the support and expertise 
of solving some of our most difficult 
natural resource problems. Senators 
who understand the complexities of liv-
ing in a public-land dominated State 
are few and far between, especially 
here in Washington. Having Senator 
DOMENICI in a leadership on the Senate 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
source Policy has been my State’s sal-
vation many times over. 

In my personal view, Senator DOMEN-
ICI’s crowning achievement was the 
passage of the Energy Policy Act of 
2005. This was one of the most com-
prehensive and bipartisan energy pro-
posals ever passed by Congress. I have 
no doubt that this summer’s energy 
crisis would have been dramatically 
worse had EPACT 2005 not been passed 
when it was. It was a matter of dread 
and grave disappointment for some of 
us in the Senate to watch as the lead-
ership of this Congress pursued efforts 
to turn back some of the most impor-
tant steps that legislation took toward 
securing a better energy future for our 
people. And it is fitting that before this 

Congress ends along with Senator 
DOMENICI’s Senate career, we have 
voted to reinstate and to extend many 
of the provisions established in EPACT 
2005. 

In particular, I praise Senator 
DOMENICI for his unfailing vision and 
leadership in working with me to es-
tablish the possibility in this country 
of developing our Nation’s gigantic un-
tapped oil shale resources. A lot has 
been said in the media about how oil 
shale development has not been proven 
yet and therefore not likely to be suc-
cessful. However, what these critics 
fail to consider is that the Government 
has long had a policy to not develop its 
oil shale. We should keep in mind that 
the United States controls about 72 
percent of the world’s oil shale and 
that 73 percent of our resource is on 
Federal lands. 

Without Senator DOMENICI’s leader-
ship, we would not have been able to 
pass the Oil Shale and Tar Sands De-
velopment Act as part of EPACT 2005. 
We would not now have a large, tri-
state environmental impact statement 
on oil shale, a voluminous task force 
report on oil shale from the Depart-
ment of Energy, a research and devel-
opment lease program ongoing at the 
Bureau of Land Management, and the 
soon-to-be released final regulations on 
commercial oil shale leasing on Fed-
eral lands. He has maintained the vi-
sion of oil shale’s potential benefit to 
our Nation’s future and has never re-
lented. I will ever be grateful to Sen-
ator DOMENICI for that. 

My friend from New Mexico is not 
flashy. And I mean that as a high com-
pliment. Where some Senators fight 
with rhetoric, Senator DOMENICI relies 
on reason. Where others search around 
for wedge issues, Senator DOMENICI 
finds solutions. Where others in the 
Senate seek to widen the aisle that di-
vides us, Senator DOMENICI reaches 
across to bring us closer. The Senate is 
a better place because the people of 
New Mexico have sent us their senior 
Senator, and we will miss his presence 
here. As this Congress comes to a close, 
I say to my friend, arrivederci, ti 
voglio bene. 

WAYNE ALLARD 
Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, 

Senator ALLARD has spent many years 
working for Colorado. 

He came to the Senate in 1996 after 
serving three terms in the U.S. House. 

As Colorado’s senior Senator, he 
worked diligently to cut taxes, elimi-
nate wasteful spending, return power 
to State and local governments, and 
assure the security of America both at 
home and abroad. 

Consistent with his belief that elect-
ed officials should be citizen legisla-
tors, Senator ALLARD conducted more 
than 700 town meetings across Colo-
rado, visiting each of Colorado’s 64 
counties. 

He was one of only two veterinarians 
in the Senate and provided leadership 
on small business issues from his prac-
tical experience. 

He also led by example, returning 
more than $4.2 million in unspent office 
funds to the U.S. Treasury. 

As the Republican leader of the Inte-
rior Appropriations Subcommittee, 
Senator ALLARD worked to shape the 
Nation’s spending priorities. 

His work on the Internet Tax Non-
discrimination Act helped keep access 
to the Internet tax-free. 

He also worked to increase military 
benefits, including legislation to in-
crease the death benefits for families of 
fallen heroes from $12,000 to $100,000. 

I will miss working with him in this 
Chamber, and I will miss his friendship 
and support on the issues that matter 
most to America. 

LARRY CRAIG 
Mr. President, LARRY CRAIG has a 

long history of service to the people of 
Idaho. 

In 1974, he was elected to the Idaho 
State Senate, where he served three 
terms before winning the 1980 race for 
Idaho’s first congressional seat. 

He was re-elected four times before 
winning a U.S. Senate seat in 1990. 

As chairman of the Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee, he assured that the health 
care needs of our Nation’s veterans 
were addressed, and he helped increase 
the number of claims processors to try 
to help veterans receive the benefits 
they deserve, with fewer delays. 

Throughout his career, Senator 
CRAIG has been a forceful advocate for 
commonsense, conservative solutions 
to our Nation’s problems. 

He has been a leader in the battle for 
lower taxes, private property rights, 
and greater accountability in govern-
ment. 

He has been recognized by national 
groups, including Citizens for a Sound 
Economy, Citizens Against Govern-
ment Waste, Watchdogs of the Treas-
ury, and the National Taxpayers Union 
Foundation. 

He is also one of America’s foremost 
defenders of the second amendment. 

I wish Senator CRAIG well in his re-
tirement. 

CHUCK HAGEL 
Mr. PRESIDENT, I have really en-

joyed working with CHUCK HAGEL. 
Senator HAGEL honorably served our 

country by enlisting in the U.S. Army 
during the Vietnam war. 

While in Vietnam, he received the Vi-
etnamese Cross of Gallantry, Purple 
Heart, Army Commendation Medal, 
and the Combat Infantryman Badge. 

After working as Deputy Adminis-
trator of the VA, he became a success-
ful entrepreneur and business leader. 

In 1996, CHUCK HAGEL was elected to 
the U.S. Senate. 

Six years later, he was overwhelm-
ingly reelected with over 83 percent of 
the vote, the largest margin of victory 
in any statewide race in Nebraska his-
tory. 

His knowledge and experience build-
ing a business and creating jobs was in-
valuable to the Senate. 

He was a leader on the Foreign Rela-
tions Committee and represented the 
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U.S. Senate admirably as chair of the 
Senate Global Climate Change Ob-
server Group. 

On a personal note, he always sent 
me a souvenir from the College World 
Series in Omaha when the University 
of Texas or Rice University was in the 
Finals, which I am proud to say was al-
most every year. 

I will miss CHUCK HAGEL, and I wish 
him well. 

JOHN WARNER 
Mr. President, JOHN WARNER is a 

Senator who has served his country he-
roically. 

During World War II, at the age of 17, 
he enlisted in the U.S. Navy. At the 
outbreak of the Korean war in 1950, 
Senator WARNER interrupted his law 
studies and started a second tour of Ac-
tive military duty. 

Senator WARNER’s next public service 
began with his Presidential appoint-
ment to be Under Secretary of Navy in 
1969. He served as Secretary of the 
Navy from 1972 to 1974. 

Following his work there, JOHN WAR-
NER was appointed by the President to 
coordinate the celebration of Amer-
ica’s bicentennial. 

Beginning in 1978, Senator WARNER 
has been elected to the Senate five 
times. In 2005, Senator WARNER became 
the second-longest serving U.S. Sen-
ator from Virginia in the 218-year his-
tory of the Senate. Now serving in his 
30th year in the Senate, Senator WAR-
NER rose to become chairman of the 
Senate Armed Services Committee. In 
that capacity, and throughout his ca-
reer, he has shown unwavering support 
for the men and women of the Armed 
Forces. 

Every time I am with JOHN WARNER, 
I learn something new, valuable, in-
sightful or humorous. He is truly a 
unique blend of a military leader, 
country gentleman, historian, great 
storyteller and statesman. His hard 
work and devotion will be missed by all 
his friends in the Senate. 

PETE DOMENICI 
Mr. President, last, but certainly not 

least, I would like to speak about my 
great friend, Senator PETE DOMENICI of 
New Mexico. 

The longest serving U.S. Senator in 
New Mexico history, PETE has been a 
respected leader on some of the most 
important issues of our time, including 
energy security, nuclear proliferation, 
and fiscal responsibility. 

PETE was first elected to the U.S. 
Senate in 1972 and is serving his sixth 
term. 

PETE is the ranking member of the 
Senate Energy and Natural Resources 
Committee, having previously served 
as its chairman following a long tenure 
in charge of the Senate Budget Com-
mittee. 

When he became chairman of the En-
ergy and Natural Resources Committee 
in 2003, PETE put his years of legisla-
tive experience to work to craft the 
first major comprehensive Energy bill 
since 1992. 

Many thought that the task was 
nearly impossible, but Senator DOMEN-

ICI gained bipartisan consensus and 
passage of the Energy Policy Act of 
2005. This new energy law created in-
centives to accelerate U.S. develop-
ment of its own energy resources—in-
cluding solar, wind, and nuclear power. 

Then, in late 2006, DOMENICI engi-
neered the enactment of a new law that 
will open areas of the Gulf of Mexico 
for energy exploration. This could yield 
1.26 billion barrels of American-owned 
oil and 5.8 trillion cubic feet of natural 
gas in the near future. 

Senator DOMENICI’s commitment to 
America’s prosperity is also exempli-
fied in his work to make the U.S. more 
competitive in the global marketplace. 
He is a coauthor of the America Com-
petes Act, a landmark bill that will 
force substantial changes to promote 
science and technology education and 
ensure that the United States does not 
lose its place as the world’s innovation 
leader. 

Senator DOMENICI is a nationally rec-
ognized advocate for people with men-
tal illness, having written the 1996 
Mental Health Parity law to ensure 
fair insurance coverage for people who 
suffer from that disease. 

PETE has also been a champion in 
promoting New Mexico’s economy. He 
has worked to ensure equal opportuni-
ties for women and minorities. He has 
worked to find consensus on difficult 
environmental issues. It has been a 
true honor to serve with him. The Sen-
ate will truly miss his leadership, and 
I will miss his friendship. Indeed, we 
will miss all our departing friends. I 
wish them well. 

f 

(At the request of Mr. REID, the fol-
lowing statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 

LILLY LEDBETTER FAIR PAY ACT 

∑ Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, in ad-
dition to the many other vital matters 
the Congress has considered this year, 
the issue of pay equity remains of crit-
ical importance. The Lilly Ledbetter 
Fair Pay Act would restore a fair rule 
for filing claims of pay discrimination 
based on race, color, gender, national 
origin, religion, disability, or age. This 
measure, which passed the House last 
year, has broad public support, and I 
hope the Senate will pass it as soon as 
possible. I ask unanimous consent to 
include in the RECORD a series of let-
ters of support for the bill which I have 
received from civil rights and workers’ 
organizations. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 
ON CIVIL RIGHTS, 

Washington DC, April 16, 2008. 
Dear SENATOR: On behalf of the Leadership 

Conference on Civil Rights (LCCR), the na-
tion’s oldest, largest and most diverse civil 
and human rights coalition, representing 
persons of color, women, children, labor 
unions, individuals with disabilities, older 
Americans, major religious groups, gays and 
lesbians and civil liberties and human rights 
groups, we urge you to co-sponsor and vote 

for the Fair Pay Restoration Act (S. 1843) to 
correct the Supreme Court’s misinterpreta-
tion of Title VII regarding when a pay dis-
crimination claim is timely filed. 

S. 1843 whose companion measure, H.R. 
2831, passed the House of Representatives 
July 31, 2007, is necessary to ensure that vic-
tims of workplace discrimination receive ef-
fective remedies. Title VII requires individ-
uals to file complaints of pay discrimination 
within 180 days of ‘‘the alleged unlawful em-
ployment practice.’’ In Ledbetter v. Good-
year Tire & Rubber, decided on May 29, 2007, 
the Supreme Court held that the 180-day 
statute of limitations should be calculated 
from the day a pay decision is made, rather 
than from when the employee is subject to 
that decision or injured by it. The Court’s 
decision in this case was a sharp departure 
from precedent and would greatly limit the 
ability of pay discrimination victims to vin-
dicate their rights. Moreover, it has implica-
tions beyond Title VII, including for pay dis-
crimination claims brought under the Age 
Discrimination in Employment Act, the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, and the Re-
habilitation Act. Congress must make clear 
that a pay discrimination claim accrues 
when a pay decision is made, when employ-
ees are subject to that decision, or at any 
time they are injured by it, including each 
time they receive a paycheck that is reduced 
as a result of the discrimination. 

As Justice Ginsburg pointed out in her dis-
sent in Ledbetter, Congress has stepped in on 
other occasions to correct the Court’s 
cramped interpretation of Title VII. The 
Civil Rights Act of 1991 overturned several 
Supreme Court decisions that eroded the 
power of Title VII. As Justice Ginsburg sees 
it, ‘‘[o]nce again, the ball is in Congress’ 
court.’’ We agree and urge you to act expedi-
tiously and reaffirm that civil rights laws 
have effective remedies, 

Thank you for your time and attention to 
this important matter. If you have any ques-
tions. please feel free to contact Nancy 
Zirkin at (202) 263–2880 or 
Zirkin@civilrights.org, or Paul Edenfield. 
LCCR Counsel, at (202) 263–2852 or 
Edenfield@civilrights.org. 

Sincerely, 
WADE HENDERSON, 

President & CEO. 
NANCY ZIRKIN, 

Executive Vice Presi-
dent. 

NATIONAL WOMEN’S LAW CENTER. 
Washington, DC, January 24, 2008. 

DEAR SENATOR: On behalf of the Nationa1 
Women’s Law Center, I am writing in sup-
port of S. 1843, the Fair Pay Restoration Act. 
S. 1843 would reverse the Supreme Court’s 
decision in Ledbetter v. Goodyear Tire & 
Rubber Co. and help to ensure that individ-
uals subjected to unlawful compensation dis-
crimination are able to effectively assert 
their rights under the federal anti-discrimi-
nation laws. The bill would reinstate prior 
law to make clear that pay discrimination 
claims accrue whenever a discriminatory 
pay decision or practice is adopted, when a 
person becomes subject to the decision or 
practice, or when a person is affected by the 
decision or practice, including whenever s/he 
receives a discriminatory paycheck. A com-
panion bill, H.R. 2831, has already been 
passed by the House of Representatives, and 
we urge you to enact S. 1843 without delay. 

The Supreme Court’s Ledbetter decision 
severely limits workers’ ability to vindicate 
their rights by requiring that all charges of 
pay discrimination be filed within 180 days of 
the employer’s originally discriminatory de-
cision. The Court’s decision upends prior 
precedent and is fundamentally unfair to 
those subject to pay discrimination. Under 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 05:09 Sep 27, 2008 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00072 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G26SE6.014 S26SEPT1w
w

oo
ds

2 
on

 P
R

O
D

P
C

68
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-10-13T07:03:56-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




