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Act, which focuses on postpartum de-
pression, which now is more easily di-
agnosed, and they are looking for ways
to lessen the burden that people who
have postpartum depression have and
the Vision Care for Kids Act and the
Prenatally and Postnatally Diagnosed
Conditions Awareness Act.

Three of the six bills in the health
care package were introduced by Re-
publicans. All these bills passed the
House with extremely strong bipar-
tisan support. Eighty-five percent of
the people in the House of Representa-
tives voted for these pieces of legisla-
tion. That is the average. Of course,
the same over here. We have bipartisan
support. But procedurally Republicans
have supported Senator COBURN.

————

UNANIMOUS-CONSENT REQUEST—
H.R. 1727

Mr. REID. First, let’s take a look at
the Christopher and Dana Reeve Paral-
ysis Act, one key provision that has
been obstructed. It is an important
piece of legislation dealing with paral-
ysis. This legislation would support
and enhance cooperation in paralysis
research, rehabilitation, and quality of
life programs for people with paralysis.
It authorizes grants and research fund-
ing for clinical rehabilitation of paral-
ysis. The bill has been languishing on
the Senate calendar for well more than
a year and, I repeat, passed the House
with extremely broad bipartisan sup-
port.

Dr. COBURN’s office has indicated on
several occasions that, OK, let’s pass
this. But we have heard that before.

I ask unanimous consent that the
HELP Committee be discharged from
further consideration of H.R. 1727, the
Christopher and Dana Reeve Paralysis
Act, and the Senate proceed to its con-
sideration, that the bill be read a third
time, passed, the motion to reconsider
be laid upon the table, and there be no
intervening action or debate.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there objection?

Mr. COBURN. Reserving the right to
object, will the Senate majority leader
yield for a question?

Mr. REID. Of course.

Mr. COBURN. You sent over some 20
or 30 bills to our side. Is this one of
those bills and has there been any
change in what we have since our dis-
cussions?

Mr. REID. This is the exact language
from the House of Representatives.

Mr. COBURN. Pending the time we
get to review all of that, I will gladly
accept a unanimous consent but, re-
serving the right to object, I will object
at this time until I have a chance to
look at the bills. They were given to us
less than 20 minutes ago and we wish
an opportunity to look at that. The
majority leader has my word I will not
object if that is the case.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I say to my
friend, he has had more than a year to
look at this. It is the exact bill from
the House. Fine. Take a look at it. We
will come back again.
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UNANIMOUS-CONSENT REQUEST—
S. 1810

Mr. REID. Another bill in this pack-
age is extremely important. This bill
will help ensure pregnant women and
new mothers of babies with prenatal
conditions will get information and
support services to help prepare them
for the challenges and rewards of their
children.

I ask unanimous consent the Senate
proceed to Calendar No. 457, S. 1810,
that all after the enacting clause be
stricken, that an amendment at the
desk consisting of subtitle (f) of title I
of S. 3297 be inserted in lieu thereof,
the amendment be considered and
agreed to, the bill as amended be read
a third time and passed, and the mo-
tions to reconsider be laid upon the
table, with no intervening action or de-
bate. The two sponsors of this legisla-
tion, Senators BROWNBACK and KEN-
NEDY, are in favor of what we have
done with the amendment that is at
the desk.

I have made this amendment avail-
able to everybody for some time.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there objection?

Mr. COBURN. Reserving the right to
object, after looking at what was sent
over this morning, if there was no
change to it, I will not object. Pending
that, I object at this time.

——————

UNANIMOUS-CONSENT REQUEST—
S. 1382

Mr. REID. Mr. President, now we
turn to another important piece of leg-
islation. This is what we mentioned
earlier, the Lou Gehrig’s disease legis-
lation. The bill would build upon, ex-
pand, and coordinate among pre-exist-
ing ALS registries, helping to collect
data essential to the study of this
dread disease.

The reason this is important is the
average time from discovering a person
has Lou Gehrig’s disease until they die
is 16 months. Time is of the essence.

The bill would create a Federal advi-
sory committee on the national ALS
Registry and promote research access
to ALS data. The bill passed the House
411 to 3 a year ago. Both House and
Senate committees marked the bill up
with bipartisan support. Senator
COBURN said he wanted some changes
made so we have made those changes.
Each change he told us he wanted we
have made. Then he asked for an addi-
tional change and we made that. Now
we have made extensive changes to the
bill to accommodate the concerns Sen-
ator COBURN said he had with the bill,
so I hope we can get it passed.

I ask unanimous consent that the
Senate proceed to Calendar No. 518, the
ALS Registry Act, that all after the
enacting clause be stricken, the
amendment at the desk consisting of
the compromise amendment based on
the language of subtitle (a) of title I of
S. 3297 be inserted, that the amend-
ment be considered and agreed to and
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the bill, as amended, be read a third
time, passed, and the motions to recon-
sider be laid on the table, with no in-
tervening action or debate.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there objection?

Mr. COBURN. Reserving the right to
object, again, after looking at this, if
what the majority leader said is accu-
rate, I plan on supporting this. But
until I have had a chance to read what
was sent over this morning—I will ob-
ject until that time.

————

UNANIMOUS-CONSENT REQUEST—
H.R. 507

Mr. REID. Mr. President, this is the
Vision Care for Kids Act. What this
would do is ensure that children get
the vision care they need to succeed in
school.

I think most everybody knows I was
born in a little town and raised in a lit-
tle town—no doctors, no hospital. I was
born in a house, not in a hospital.

When I went away to high school,
which is also a fairly small high school,
I was a baseball catcher on the baseball
team. When we would move inside to
the gym when the weather was very
bad, which was not very often in Ne-
vada, and I would be catching, I had
trouble picking up the ball. But I
thought it was that way for everybody.
I thought other people had trouble see-
ing the ball. It was not until I was a
freshman in college that somebody
said: You must not be able to see very
well. And so as a freshman in college 1
got a pair of glasses. I will never forget
it. I came back to my dormitory; I had
never seen green on the hills. I did not
know things looked that way. But with
my glasses, I could see it was green
now. Now I know why I could not see
the ball.

That is what this is all about, so kids
like me have an opportunity maybe to
be able to see with glasses or whatever
it takes to improve their eyesight. Is
this bill going to solve all of those
problems? No, but it certainly would
help. It would establish a program
through the Centers for Disease Con-
trol to complement and encourage ex-
isting State efforts to improve chil-
dren’s vision care.

I am not suggesting to anyone that I
was blind. I just didn’t see very well,
and I didn’t know that. I thought ev-
erybody was like me. But can you
imagine how—I can imagine. I was
there. I know. I came home, and I could
not believe it. I called my friends:
Look, it is green over there.

I ask unanimous consent that the
HELP Committee be discharged from
further consideration of H.R. 507 and
the Senate proceed to its immediate
consideration; that the bill be read a
third time, passed, and the motion to
reconsider be laid on the table, with no
intervening action or debate.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there objection?

Mr. COBURN. This bill has never
been before the HELP Committee. It
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has never had a hearing in the Senate.
There has been no discharge of this
from the committee. We have never
even voted on this bill. With that, I
plan on objecting until I see exactly
what has been offered by the majority
leader later today.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, this exact
language passed the House. This is a
Republican bill, Senator BOND. My
friend is right, it did not go through
the committee. I think Senator BOND is
right by being the chief advocate over
here. Maybe he can help us with Sen-
ator COBURN. But the same thing we
had before, it passed overwhelmingly.
Maybe after he looks at it, he will
allow it to pass later on.

———————

UNANIMOUS-CONSENT REQUEST—
S. 1375

Mr. REID. I want to make a couple of
other efforts here. The Melanie Blocker
Stokes MOTHERS Act will help pro-
vide support services to women suf-
fering from postpartum depression and
psychosis and will also help educate
mothers and their families about these
conditions. It will support research
into the causes, diagnosis, and treat-
ments for postpartum depression. This
is something Senator MENENDEZ and
others feel extremely strongly about.
This matter passed the House of Rep-
resentatives 382 to 3. Senator COBURN
repeatedly blocked the Senate HELP
Committee action on the Senate com-
panion bill.

I ask unanimous consent that the
HELP Committee be discharged of S.
1375; that the Senate immediately pro-
ceed to S. 1375; that all after the enact-
ing clause be stricken and that an
amendment at the desk consisting of
the text of subtitle (d) of title I of S.
3297 be inserted in lieu thereof; that
the amendment be considered, agreed
to; the bill, as amended, be read a third
time and passed; and a motion to re-
consider be laid on the table, with no
intervening action or debate.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there objection?

Mr. COBURN. I object.

——————

UNANIMOUS-CONSENT REQUEST—
H.R. 477

Mr. REID. The next bill I wish to
seek unanimous consent on is the
STOP Stroke Act. The Cochran-Ken-
nedy STOP Stroke Act will help estab-
lish comprehensive systems of stroke
care in health care settings and im-
prove the education of first responders
to ensure that patients presenting with
signs or symptoms of a stroke will re-
ceive the highest quality care. The leg-
islation was approved unanimously by
the House in 2002. In the last year, it
has been approved by voice votes in the
Senate and House committees and on
the House floor.

I ask unanimous consent that the
Senate HELP Committee be discharged
of H.R. 477; the Senate immediately
proceed to the bill; that the bill be read
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a third time, passed, the motion to re-
consider be laid on the table, and that
there be no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. COBURN. Reserving the right to
object, five different Government agen-
cies already have significant programs
in that. This bill does not eliminate
any of those, make improvements in
those, just lays a layer of bureaucracy
on top of that. With that, I object.

———

UNANIMOUS-CONSENT REQUEST—
H.R. 4120

Mr. REID. Mr. President, we are now
moving to title II in the Advancing
America’s Priorities Act, which was a
set of Judiciary Committee bills
blocked by Senator COBURN and sup-
ported by the Republicans. The bills
Senator COBURN blocked included the
Emmett Till Unsolved Civil Rights
Crime Act, to help solve unsolved civil
rights-era crimes; the Mentally Il1 Of-
fender Treatment and Crime Reduction
Reauthorization and Improvement Act;
the reauthorization of the successful
Drug Endangered Children Program, to
help kids who are victims of the drug
trade; the PROTECT Our Children Act,
to stop dangerous Internet child preda-
tors, molesters, and pornographers.

Each of these bills passed the House
with broad bipartisan support. Of
course they have broad bipartisan sup-
port here. Procedurally, we have been
blocked because of Senator COBURN,
and being procedurally supported by
his Republican colleagues. I hope we
can pass some of these.

Let’s talk about the child pornog-
raphy prosecution bills. These bills will
increase the penalties for child pornog-
raphy and change the criminal law to
make it easier to convict these people.
It is amazing that they have been
blocked for so long. Hopefully we can
get them completed. We have combined
them into a single bill to speed enact-
ment. I hope we are clear on these.

I ask unanimous consent that H.R.
4120 be discharged from the Judiciary
Committee; that the Senate imme-
diately proceed to the bill; that all
after the enacting clause be stricken
and an amendment at the desk con-
sisting of text of subtitles (d) and (e) of
title II of S. 3297 be inserted in lieu
thereof; that the amendment be consid-
ered and agreed to, the bill as amended
be read a third time and passed, and
the motions to reconsider be laid upon
the table with no intervening action or
debate.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there objection?

Mr. COBURN. Reserving the right to
object, a question for the majority
leader: Is this bill similar to what we
had discussed in our negotiations and
does it, in fact, include the SAFE Act
or not?

Mr. REID. This is not the PROTECT
Act. These are on child pornography.
This is not the PROTECT Act.
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Mr. CORNYN. Pending looking at
what the majority leader sent over, on
our side we look forward to supporting
that, should it be as represented by the
majority leader. Reserving the right to
object, I will object at this time until
we have a chance to look at that.

——————

UNANIMOUS-CONSENT REQUEST—
H.R. 1199

Mr. REID. Another bill in the Judici-
ary Committee title package was a bill
that reauthorized the Drug Endangered
Children Program. There may be fami-
lies who have not been affected by
drugs in some way. It may not be their
immediate family. It may be some dis-
tant family members, it could be
neighbors. But my nephew died of a
drug overdose. He had a problem from
his time as a teenager until he died at
the age of 38 or so. There is a terrible
problem with illegal drugs; it leaves
many victims. Many are innocent chil-
dren who are found in homes, hotels,
automobiles. My nephew died in a slea-
zy motel. Among those are innocent
children who are found, as I have indi-
cated, in homes, hotels, automobiles,
and apartments where all kinds of ille-
gal substances are produced.

The product that is causing so much
problem now is meth, methamphet-
amine. This bipartisan bill would au-
thorize the Department of Justice to
award $20 million per year—remember,
this authorizes it—in grants designated
to improve coordination among law en-
forcement, prosecutors, child protec-
tion services, social service agencies,
and health care providers to help tran-
sition these drug-endangered children
into safe residential environments.

I ask unanimous consent that the Ju-
diciary Committee be discharged from
further consideration of H.R. 1199 and
the Senate proceed to its immediate
consideration; that the bill be read a
third time and passed and the motion
to reconsider be laid on the table; that
there be no intervening action or de-
bate.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there objection?

Mr. COBURN. I would object pending
our review of the legislation.

———

UNANIMOUS-CONSENT REQUEST—
H.R. 293

Mr. REID. One of the bills in this
package that has been languishing for
well over a year—and I think it is
shameful that is, in fact, the case—is
the Emmett Till Unsolved Civil Rights
Crime Act.

Emmett Till was a 14-year-old boy
from Chicago visiting his relatives in
Money, MS, way back in 1955 when he
was brutally mutilated and killed for
whistling at a white woman. Remem-
ber, his courageous mother, wanting
everyone to see the brutality of how
her boy was killed, had an open casket.
That open casket said it all.

The killers in this case, like so many
others during that time, were never
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