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airmen, and marines and their families
and make a direct contribution to the
national security of the United States.
I salute them for their outstanding
service and wish them continued suc-
cess in the years to come.®

———

REMEMBERING ROBERT J.
McCARTHY

e Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I take
this opportunity to honor the memory
of a dedicated attorney, community
leader, and wonderful person, Robert
“Bob’” McCarthy. Bob passed away on
September 4, 2004. He was 61 years old.

Born in New York City on December
31, 1946, Bob McCarthy spent his child-
hood in the city, where he attended
Regis High School in Manhattan. Fol-
lowing his graduation in 1965, Bob at-
tended Santa Clara University, where
he was a Presidential honors scholar
and editor-in-chief of the school news-
paper. In 1969, Bob received a B.A. cum
laude in political science in 1969. While
attending the university, Bob met his
future wife, Suzanne Bazzano, the of-
fice manager at the school newspaper.
They married in 1970 and had five chil-
dren.

Following a stint in Chicago, where
he earned his law degree from the Uni-
versity of Chicago Law School, Bob and
Suzanne moved to San Francisco,
Suzanne’s hometown. Bob pursued a
career in law, working in the San Fran-
cisco office of the district attorney for
4 years, serving as chief deputy district
attorney. In 1980, Bob started his own
general law practice with his friend
Lester Schwartz.

Throughout his career, Bob found the
time to pursue his love and passion for
politics. He served as general counsel
for the California Democratic Party
from 1983-1990, and held a number of
trustee positions within the Demo-
cratic Senatorial Campaign Com-
mittee, including National Finance co-
chair. He also served as a close adviser
and cochair of my own Senate cam-
paign, and has also advised a number of
other elected officials in California.
Bob was also well-known for the elec-
tion day lunches that he hosted every
year, a tradition among Bay Area dig-
nitaries that wasn’t to be missed.

In addition to the long hours Bob put
in as an attorney, Bob carved out time
to give back to his community. He was
appointed by President Bill Clinton to
the Woodrow Wilson Center Board of
Trustees; served as a guest lecturer at
Hastings College of Law in San Fran-
cisco, the University of California at
Berkeley, and Peking University in
Beijing, China; sat on the board of St.
Mary’s Hospital; was a regent of St. Ig-
natius College Preparatory; and was
also made a member of the Knights of
the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sep-
ulchre of Jerusalem by Pope John Paul
II.

Bob is survived by his mother, Doro-
thy McCarthy; his wife, Suzanne; his
sons Brendan, Matthew, Ryan, and
Bobby; and daughter, Margaret. I ex-
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tend my deepest sympathies to his
family.

Bob McCarthy was a deeply loved
community leader, both in the Bay
Area and throughout the State of Cali-
fornia, and he will be missed by all who
knew him. Let us take comfort in
knowing that his dedication and love
for his family, friends, and community
have made this world a better place to
live.®

——
TRIBUTE TO DON BOXMEYER

e Mr. COLEMAN. Mr. President, while
my city of Saint Paul was enjoying its
moment in the spotlight earlier this
month, we were also mourning the
passing of one of our great storytellers,
Don Boxmeyer. Throughout his life as
a reporter, columnist and author, Don
discovered and brought out the human
strength and variety of Saint Paul as
no one else has. That made him one of
our most important citizens.

Don worked as a hard news reporter
for the St. Paul Dispatch and the St.
Paul Pioneer Press, and wrote a col-
umn for over two decades. Here is how
he described his career in his own
words:

I realized that the interesting people and
places nobody ever wrote about held more
fascination to me and my readers than all
the governors, mayors and city council mem-
bers who never seemed to be much persuaded
by my opinions anyhow. I began to collect
hobos and hermits, bare-knuckled brawlers
and bread-baking nuns, short order cooks
and hockey coaches, drake mallards named
Jake, and bridge tenders, band directors,
bear hunters and quiet old men who wept
softly when we talked about the friends
they’d left on the battlefield.

And he shared them with the rest of
us with humor, respect and a love of
the nobility of regular people.

In his book, ‘“A Knack for Knowing
Things,” Don collected many of his
best columns about Saint Paul and
Minnesota. He wrote about Swede Hol-
low in Saint Paul, the Rondo neighbor-
hood destroyed by the construction of
I-94 and Saint Joseph’s Orphanage. He
wrote about Stillwater, Lake Superior
and Ashby, MN, and hundreds of other
places and the people who made them.
If a new resident of our State or its
capital city asked me to tell them
what kind of place they had moved to,
I would just give them a copy of that
book and let them discover it for them-
selves.

Don Boxmeyer’s life eloquently con-
veyed an important lesson: each of our
communities has roots in the values
and experiences of generations that
came before and we need to capture
them before they disappear. His oral
history of places Minnesotans know
well and events they only vaguely
know about is a priceless gift to the fu-
ture.

Somewhere I read about a moment of
despondency in the life of Robert F.
Kennedy as he mourned the death of
his brother Jack. Attempting to com-
fort him, someone said something like,
“It is tragic that he only got to serve
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for 1,000 days, but that’s as long as Ju-
lius Caesar served and we still remem-
ber him.” Robert Kennedy replied,
“Yes, but Caesar had Shakespeare to
tell the story.”

Saint Paul and Minnesota are much
the greater because we had Don
Boxmeyer to tell our stories.e

RECOGNIZING DEBORAH LONG

e Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, it is my
great honor to recognize Principal
Deborah Long of Betty Kiefer Elemen-
tary School in Rathdrum, ID. Deborah
has been recognized as Idaho’s 2008 re-
cipient of the National Distinguished
Principals Award. The award is given
jointly by the National Association of
Elementary School Principals and the
U.S. Department of Education. Debo-
rah is being recognized for her exem-
plary leadership in her job and in her
community and contributions to her
profession, including professional asso-
ciation affiliations.

Deborah has established strong ties
with parents and local businesses in
Rathdrum. She has demonstrated ex-
ceptional leadership at Betty Kiefer El-
ementary and in the community. She
promotes a goal-oriented learning envi-
ronment for her students and expects
great things from her students and her
staff. In fact, under her leadership,
Betty Kiefer Elementary is both an
Idaho School of Merit and a recipient
of the A+ Excellence in Education
Award. In today’s world, young stu-
dents need and benefit from a good role
model and someone who cares for
them. She cares about the learning en-
vironment itself the school is deco-
rated with floor-to-ceiling, hall-length
murals that tell the story of a school
focused on principles, patriotism, pride
in their State and kindness to others.
Deborah has gone above and beyond
the call of duty in her service as prin-
cipal of Betty Kiefer Elementary
School, in her words, making her
school ‘‘safe, secure and caring.” Stu-
dents in this rural Idaho school are for-
tunate, indeed, to have the gift of
Deborah’s wisdom, encouragement and
expectations of moral behavior and
high integrity. It says a lot about a
principal when close to 100 percent of
parents attend parent teacher con-
ferences and a full 25 percent of parents
volunteer at the school.

I am certain I share the sentiments
of her students, their parents and her
staff when I wish her congratulations
and the best for continued excellence
in her career.e

———
HONORING CONGREGATION BETH
SHALOM
e Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President,
their Web site is called

frozenchosen.org. No kidding. Today I
honor Congregation Beth Shalom of
Anchorage, AK, an affiliate of the
Union for Reform Judaism, on the oc-
casion of its 50th anniversary. It is a
pillar of Alaska’s small but vibrant
Jewish community.
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Congregation Beth Shalom is one of
five synagogues in the State of Alaska.
Only two of those five synagogues
enjoy the services of a full-time rabbi.
Congregation Beth Shalom is one of
these two synagogues.

I am pleased to acknowledge and wel-
come Rabbi Michael Oblath, the
present Rabbi, who joined Congrega-
tion Beth Shalom in September 2007.
He is the fifth Rabbi to serve the con-
gregation since its founding on Sep-
tember 5, 1958. It is also appropriate to
recognize the four other individuals
who have served as spiritual leaders to
Congregation Beth Shalom since its
founding, beginning with Rabbi Lester
Polonsky, Rabbi Harry Rosenfeld,
Rabbi Johanna Hershenson, and Rabbi
Fred Wenger.

Congregation Beth Sholom was first
organized on September 5, 1958. It was
on that day that 20 people gathered in
Burt and Bobbie Goldberg’s home to
welcome the Shabbat and organize a
synagogue. At the time, the only Jew-
ish services in Anchorage were being
conducted by chaplains on Elmendorf
Air Force Base, and organizers wanted
to establish a Jewish identity for their
children which were anchored to the
city.

Today, Congregation Beth Shalom
occupies a beautiful synagogue build-
ing on East Northern Lights Boule-
vard, which opened 20 years ago to
commemorate the 30th anniversary of
the congregation’s founding. The syna-
gogue houses the Joy Greisen Jewish
Education Center, which features a
preschool open to the entire commu-
nity, without regard to religious affili-
ation, an afterschool arts program and
a summer camp.

Congregation Beth Shalom has
achieved Green Star recognition for its
environmental and energy conserva-
tion efforts. Its Tikkun Olam program
is engaged in numerous good works
which help make Anchorage one of the
best places in our Nation to live and
raise a family.

I am proud to recognize Congregation
Beth Shalom on 50 years of service to
our southcentral Alaska community.
We have great expectations for your
next 50 years.e

RECOGNIZING TOMMY L. HARBOUR

e Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President,
today I honor Tommy L. Harbour, a
fellow West Virginian from Milton. He
is a shining example of the self sac-
rifice and willingness to serve that is
an important part of the culture of
West Virginia. I am privileged to rep-
resent him and share his story with
you today.

Tommy Harbour proudly served his
country during World War II. He joined
the Coast Guard on July 5, 1943, where
he was assigned to the USS Bayfield
and served on the landing craft PA33-4.
During the invasion of Normandy, Mr.
Harbour’s landing craft first helped re-
inforce Omaha Beach with soldiers be-
fore making several more landings on
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Utah Beach under constant gunfire
from several fortified German posi-
tions. After the European campaign
was over, Tommy continued to serve in
the Pacific Theater. He and his fellow
soldiers played crucial roles in the in-
vasion of Iwo Jima and the invasion of
Okinawa in 1945.

Following the war, Tommy Harbour
was honorably discharged on May 27,
1946, when he returned home to Milton,
WV. Tommy went on to once again an-
swer the call of duty, serving as the
mayor of Milton for 17 years. During
his time as mayor, Tommy showed
strong commitment to helping those he
served. Mr. Harbour had a reputation
for thoroughly examining the issues
before him and ensuring the best pos-
sible course of action was taken. As
mayor, Tommy was approachable and
always willing to listen to people’s
thoughts and concerns. The enhance-
ments he helped orchestrate, such as
flood protection and improving the po-
lice department, will be attributes to
Milton for years to come.

Tommy Harbour is an outstanding
American and a true West Virginian.
He is a perfect model of the impact one
man can have. Mr. Harbour has lived a
life of service, always giving and never
asking for anything in return. This
story of his bravery and willingness to
serve his community is a great exam-
ple of the accomplishments we are all
capable of and I hope it has inspired
my fellow colleagues and individuals
nationwide.e®

——
COMMENDING DR. EPHRAIM
ZUROFF
e Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise

today to commend Dr. Ephraim Zuroff
and the Simon Wiesenthal Center for
their efforts to track down the last
Nazi war criminals from World War II.
Their work is enormously important,
both in bringing the guilty to justice
and preventing future acts of genocide.
The statute of limitations does not—
must not—expire on crimes against hu-
manity. Earlier this year, I introduced
the World War II War Crimes Account-
ability Act with Senator NELSON,
which I hope will help Dr. Zuroff and
the Simon Wiesenthal Center in their
noble effort.

One of the main targets of this effort
is Milivoj Asner, who during World War
II was the fascist police chief of
Pozega, Yugoslavia. Serving the Nazi-
allied Ustasha regime in his native
Croatia, Asner presided over the de-
struction of the local Jewish, Serb, and
Gypsy populations. After the war
ended, Asner fled to Austria, where he
lived in obscurity until he was finally
charged with war crimes by Croatia in
2005. His extradition has been delayed,
however, by Austrian federal and local
bureaucratic obstruction. Austrian au-
thorities have claimed that Asner is in
poor health, though apparently that in-
firmity did not stop him from attend-
ing a Euro 2008 soccer game this past
summer, where he was spotted by a
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British newspaper. In light of this evi-
dence, the local and national Austrian
authorities must summon the political
will to bring Asner to justice.

The Simon Wiesenthal Center
launched Operation: Last Chance in
2002 to identify and assist in the pros-
ecution of the remaining Nazi war
criminals still at large. Dr. Zuroff, who
has been leading this effort, should be
highly commended for his outstanding
efforts in bringing the most guilty
Nazis to justice. Of these, Asner is near
the top of his list.

Even today, the crimes of people such
as Asner in the service of pro-Nazi re-
gimes strain our understanding of hate.
National Socialist Germany today is
an icon remembered only for its bru-
tality, its mantra of genocide, and its
culture of racism. And those last Nazis,
who are waiting out their last days
under the coming twilight, must not be
allowed to go quietly into the night, as
did too many of their victims. For the
souls that were lost, and even more for
those that remain, there must be jus-
tice. I commend Dr. Zuroff and the
Simon Wiesenthal Center in the high-
est possible terms, and urge the U.S.
Government to do all it can to help
them in their cause.®

———————

ARMSTRONG-RINGSTED
COMMUNITY EDUCATION

e Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, in Iowa
and across the United States, a new
school year has begun. As you know,
Iowa public schools have an excellent
reputation nationwide, and Iowa stu-
dents’ test scores are among the high-
est in the Nation.

I would like to take just a few min-
utes, today, to salute the dedicated
teachers, administrators, and school
board members in the Armstrong-
Ringsted Community School District,
and to report on their participation in
a unique Federal partnership to repair
and modernize school facilities.

This fall marks the 10th year of the
Iowa Demonstration Construction
Grant Program. That is its formal
name, but it is better known among
educators in Iowa as the program of
Harkin grants for Iowa public schools.
Since 1998, I have been fortunate to se-
cure a total of $121 million for the
State government in Iowa, which se-
lects worthy school districts to receive
these grants for a range of renovation
and repair efforts—everything from up-
dating fire safety systems to building
new schools or renovating existing fa-
cilities. In many cases, this Federal
funding is used to leverage public and/
or private local funding, so it often has
a tremendous multiplier effect in a
local school district.

The Armstrong-Ringsted Community
School District received a 2002 Harkin
grant totaling $1 million which it used
to help build an addition to replace a
1915 building. The new building in-
cludes a science lab, an activity center/
gymnasium and 10 classrooms. This
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