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military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 5596
At the request of Ms. LANDRIEU, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. VITTER) was added as a cosponsor
of amendment No. 5596 intended to be
proposed to S. 3001, an original bill to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2009 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 5601
At the request of Mr. REID, the name
of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
OBAMA) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 5601 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 3001, an original bill to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year
2009 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 5602
At the request of Mr. REID, the name
of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
OBAMA) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 5602 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 3001, an original bill to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year
2009 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 5608
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
names of the Senator from Iowa (Mr.
GRASSLEY), the Senator from Ten-
nessee (Mr. ALEXANDER), the Senator
from Oklahoma (Mr. INHOFE), the Sen-
ator from Idaho (Mr. CRAIG), the Sen-
ator from Mississippi (Mr. COCHRAN),
the Senator from XKansas (Mr. ROB-
ERTS), the Senator from South Dakota
(Mr. THUNE) and the Senator from Wy-
oming (Mr. ENZzI) were added as cospon-
sors of amendment No. 5608 intended to
be proposed to S. 3001, an original bill
to authorize appropriations for fiscal
year 2009 for military activities of the
Department of Defense, for military
construction, and for defense activities
of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for
such fiscal year, and for other pur-
poses.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mrs. LINCOLN (for herself,
Ms. SNOWE, and Mr. ISAKSON):

S. 3505. A bill to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to provide for
the coverage of home infusion therapy
under the Medicare Program; to the
Committee on Finance.

Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, today I
join my colleague, Senator LINCOLN of
Arkansas, to introduce the Medicare
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Home Infusion Coverage Act, which
will help us improve care and reduce
costs. Today we know that the average
Medicare beneficiary must shoulder
nearly half their health care costs. At
the same time Medicare faces serious
fiscal challenges. Currently, the Part
A, hospital, Trust Fund faces insol-
vency in 2019, when expenditures will
exceed projected contributions and re-
quire additional taxpayer support to
maintain the care our seniors and so
many disabled Americans require.

There is another way, and that is to
reform care delivery to emphasize high
quality, lower cost care. Today the
many serious conditions—including
some cancers and drug-resistant infec-
tions—require the use of infusion ther-
apy. Such treatment involves the ad-
ministration of medication directly
into the bloodstream via a needle or
catheter. Specialized equipment, sup-
plies, and professional services (such as
sterile drug compounding, care coordi-
nation, and patient education and mon-
itoring) are part of such therapy. The
course of infusion treatment often
lasts for several hours per day over a
six-to-eight week period.

The unfortunate fact is that Medi-
care patients requiring infusion ther-
apy must either bear that cost them-
selves, or endure hospitalization in
order to receive coverage. Though
Medicare pays for infusion drugs, it
does not pay for the services, equip-
ment, and supplies necessary to safely
provide infusion therapy in the home.
Not surprisingly, even though home in-
fusion therapy may cost as little as
$100 a day, too few seniors can bear
that cost.

The result is that patients are hos-
pitalized needlessly, driving costs of
treatment as much as 10-20 times high-
er than treatment in the home. That is
wasteful to Medicare and may even
place the patient at risk. That is be-
cause unnecessary hospitalization
places individuals at risk of acquiring
a health care-acquired infection—one
which is frequently drug resistant and
can be life-threatening.

Private health plans have long under-
stood that home infusion therapy is
not only less costly, but safer as well.
Thus private coverage for home infu-
sion therapy is common. Private plans
also recognize that patients benefit
from avoiding hospitalization. At home
they have familiar, comfortable sur-
roundings, and family conveniently at
hand—no small concerns when fighting
a serious illness.

It is clear we must change the status
quo, and achieve safer, most cost-effec-
tive treatment. By extending coverage
of infusion therapy to the home, we
will correct this unintended and unnec-
essary gap in Medicare coverage.

I hope my colleagues will join us in
support of this legislation so we may
further the goals of improving patient
safety and reducing our escalating
health care costs.

By Mr. REED (for himself, Mr.
KENNEDY, Mr. BAUCUS, Ms.
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STABENOW, Mrs. BOXER, Mr.
OBAMA, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. BROWN, Mr.
DURBIN, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. ROCKE-
FELLER, Mr. KERRY, Mr. BIDEN,

Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mr. HARKIN, and Mr.
DobDD):

S. 3507. A bill to provide for addi-
tional emergency unemployment com-
pensation; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions.

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the text of the bill
be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 3507

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Unemploy-
ment Compensation Extension Act of 2008".
SEC. 2. ADDITIONAL FIRST-TIER BENEFITS.

Section 4002(b)(1) of the Supplemental Ap-
propriations Act, 2008 (26 U.S.C. 3304 note) is
amended—

(1) in subparagraph (A), by striking 50’
and inserting ‘‘80"’; and

(2) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘13"
and inserting *‘20”°.

SEC. 3. SECOND-TIER BENEFITS.

Section 4002 of the Supplemental Appro-
priations Act, 2008 (26 U.S.C. 3304 note) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

‘‘(c) SPECIAL RULE.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—If, at the time that the
amount established in an individual’s ac-
count under subsection (b)(1) is exhausted or
at any time thereafter, such individual’s
State is in an extended benefit period (as de-
termined under paragraph (2)), such account
shall be augmented by an amount equal to
the lesser of—

““(A) 50 percent of the total amount of reg-
ular compensation (including dependents’ al-
lowances) payable to the individual during
the individual’s benefit year under the State
law, or

“(B) 13 times the individual’s average
weekly benefit amount (as determined under
subsection (b)(2)) for the benefit year.

‘(2) EXTENDED BENEFIT PERIOD.—For pur-
poses of paragraph (1), a State shall be con-
sidered to be in an extended benefit period,
as of any given time, if—

‘“(A) such a period is then in effect for such
State under the Federal-State Extended Un-
employment Compensation Act of 1970;

‘(B) such a period would then be in effect
for such State under such Act if section
203(d) of such Act—

‘(i) were applied by substituting ‘4’ for ‘5’
each place it appears; and

‘‘(ii) did not include the requirement under
paragraph (1)(A) thereof; or

““(C) such a period would then be in effect
for such State under such Act if—

‘(i) section 203(f) of such Act were applied
to such State (regardless of whether the
State by law had provided for such applica-
tion); and

‘‘(ii) such section 203(f)—

“(I) were applied by substituting ‘6.0’ for
‘6.5’ in paragraph (1)(A)(i) thereof; and

‘“(IT) did not include the requirement under
paragraph (1)(A)(ii) thereof.

‘(3) LIMITATION.—The account of an indi-
vidual may be augmented not more than
once under this subsection.”.
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SEC. 4. PHASEOUT PROVISIONS.

Section 4007(b) of the Supplemental Appro-
priations Act, 2008 (26 U.S.C. 3304 note) is
amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘paragraph
(2),”” and inserting ‘‘paragraphs (2) and (3),”’;
and

(2) by striking paragraph (2) and inserting
the following:

‘(2) NO AUGMENTATION AFTER MARCH 31,
2009.—If the amount established in an indi-
vidual’s account under subsection (b)(1) is
exhausted after March 31, 2009, then section
4002(c) shall not apply and such account shall
not be augmented under such section, re-
gardless of whether such individual’s State is
in an extended benefit period (as determined
under paragraph (2) of such section).

¢“(3) TERMINATION.—No compensation under
this title shall be payable for any week be-
ginning after November 27, 2009.”".

SEC. 5. TEMPORARY FEDERAL MATCHING FOR

THE FIRST WEEK OF EXTENDED
BENEFITS FOR STATES WITH NO
WAITING WEEK.

With respect to weeks of unemployment
beginning after the date of enactment of this
Act and ending on or before December 8, 2009,
subparagraph (B) of section 204(a)(2) of the
Federal-State Extended Unemployment
Compensation Act of 1970 (26 U.S.C. 3304
note) shall not apply.

SEC. 6. EFFECTIVE DATE.

The amendments made by sections 2, 3, and
4 shall apply as if included in the enactment
of the Supplemental Appropriations Act,
2008.

By Mr. KOHL:

S. 3508. A bill to authorize the Sec-
retary of Education to make grants to
support early college high schools and
other dual enrollment programs; to the
Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

Mr. KOHL. Mr. President, today I am
doing my part to end the growing crisis
of high school dropouts. I am intro-
ducing the Fast Track to College Act,
a bill to increase high school gradua-
tion rates and improve access to col-
lege through the expansion of dual en-
rollment programs and early college
high schools. Such programs allow
young people to earn up to 2 years of
college credit, including an associate’s
degree, while also earning their high
school diploma.

As we work to reauthorize the No
Child Left Behind Act, we must find so-
lutions to the growing dropout crisis
facing our Nation’s high schools and
provide opportunities for young people
to pursue higher education. Recent re-
ports have illustrated the enormous
challenge: the national graduation rate
is only 70 percent and is significantly
lower in many large urban school dis-
tricts. For example, my home State of
Wisconsin has a relatively high gradua-
tion rate of 86 percent, but that rate
drops to only 46 percent in the urban
schools in Milwaukee. Such an achieve-
ment gap cannot continue.

For America to remain a leader in to-
day’s increasingly global economy, we
must ensure that all young people ob-
tain not only a high school diploma,
but a postsecondary education as well.
High dropout rates and low college at-
tendance rates hurt individuals, fami-
lies, and society. Young people who
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drop out of high school are at increased
risk for unemployment and incarcer-
ation, and they are more likely to de-
pend on public assistance for
healthcare, housing and other basic
needs. Conversely, adults with a bach-
elor’s degree will earn two thirds more
than a high school graduate over the
course of their working lives and are
much less likely to experience unem-
ployment or rely on social programs.
For these reasons, I ask my col-
leagues to support this bill, which pro-
vides competitive grant funding for
dual enrollment programs that allow
low-income students to earn college
credit and a high school diploma at the
same time. The Gates Foundation has
been funding and evaluating such pro-
grams for several years now, and they
have found that these programs work.
Students can be motivated by a chal-
lenging curriculum and the tangible re-
wards of achievement, including free
college credit and exposure to career
opportunities. These programs have
shown incredible promise as a tool for
increasing attendance, graduation, and
college enrollment rates, particularly
among low-income high school stu-
dents. Dual enrollment puts students
on the fast track to college and in-
creases the odds that they will not
only graduate, but go on to continue
their education and secure higher-pay-

ing jobs.
Specifically, this bill authorizes
$100,000,000 for competitive 6-year

grants to schools, with priority given
to schools that serve low-income stu-
dents. The funding will help defray the
costs of tuition, textbooks, transpor-
tation, and other associated costs for
students in early college high school
and other dual enrollment programs.
The bill also includes an evaluation
component so we can measure the pro-
gram’s effectiveness.

I Dbelieve this investment in our
schools will help solve the dropout cri-
sis and secure America’s future by en-
suring that all young people can com-
pete in today’s global economy. Fur-
ther, I believe that all children, regard-
less of income or other factors, deserve
equal opportunities to fulfill their po-
tential, and it is both morally and fis-
cally responsible for this Congress to
invest in high-quality educational pro-
grams that help them reach that po-
tential.

I urge my colleagues to support this
important legislation.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the bill be printed
in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 3508

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Fast Track
to College Act of 2008’

SEC. 2. PURPOSE.

The purpose of this Act is to increase high
school graduation rates and the percentage
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of students who complete a recognized post-
secondary credential by the age of 26, includ-
ing among low-income students and students
from other populations underrepresented in
higher education.

SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.

For purposes of this Act:

(1) DUAL ENROLLMENT PROGRAM.—The term
“‘dual enrollment program’ means an aca-
demic program through which a high school
student is able simultaneously to earn credit
toward a high school diploma and a postsec-
ondary degree or certificate.

(2) EARLY COLLEGE HIGH SCHOOL.—The term
“‘early college high school” means a high
school that provides a course of study that
enables a student to earn a high school di-
ploma and either an associate’s degree or one
to two years of college credit toward a post-
secondary degree or credential.

(3) EDUCATIONAL SERVICE AGENCY.—The
term ‘‘educational service agency’’ means an
educational service agency as defined by sec-
tion 9101 of the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7801).

(4) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term ‘‘eligible
entity”” means a local educational agency,
which may be an educational service agency,
in a collaborative partnership with an insti-
tution of higher education. Such partnership
also may include other entities, such as a
nonprofit organization with experience in
youth development.

(5) INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.—The
term ‘‘institution of higher education”
means an institution of higher education as
defined by section 102 of the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1002).

(6) LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY.—The term
“‘local educational agency’” means a local
educational agency as defined by section 9101
of the Elementary and Secondary Education
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7801).

(7) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of Education.

SEC. 4. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

(a) EARLY COLLEGE HIGH SCHOOLS.—To sup-
port early college high schools under this
Act, there are authorized to be appropriated
$50,000,000 for fiscal year 2009 and such sums
as may be necessary for each of fiscal years
2010 through 2014.

(b) OTHER DUAL ENROLLMENT PROGRAMS.—
To support other dual enrollment programs
under this Act, there are authorized to be ap-
propriated $50,000,000 for fiscal year 2009 and
such sums as may be necessary for each of
fiscal years 2010 through 2014.

(¢) FuNDS RESERVED.—The Secretary shall
reserve 3 percent of funds appropriated pur-
suant to subsection (b) for grants to States
under section 9.

SEC. 5. AUTHORIZED PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary is author-
ized to award six-year grants to eligible enti-
ties seeking to establish a new or support an
existing early college high school or other
dual enrollment program.

(b) GRANT AMOUNT.—A grant under this
Act shall not exceed $2,000,000.

(¢) MATCHING REQUIREMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—An eligible entity shall
contribute matching funds toward the costs
of the early college high school or other dual
enrollment program to be supported under
this Act, of which not less than half shall be
from non-Federal sources, which funds shall
represent not less than the following:

(A) 20 percent of the grant amount received
in each of the first and second years of the
grant.

(B) 30 percent in each of the third and
fourth years.

(C) 40 percent in the fifth year.

(D) 50 percent in the sixth year.

(2) DETERMINATION OF AMOUNT CONTRIB-
UTED.—The Secretary shall allow an eligible
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entity to satisfy the requirement of this sub-
section through in-kind contributions.

(d) SUPPLEMENT, NOT SUPPLANT.—AnN eligi-
ble entity shall use a grant received under
this Act only to supplement funds that
would, in the absence of such grant, be made
available from non-Federal funds for support
of the activities described in the eligible en-
tity’s application under section 7, and not to
supplant such funds.

(e) PRIORITY.—In awarding grants under
this Act, the Secretary shall give priority to
applicants—

(1) that propose to establish or support an
early college high school or other dual en-
rollment program that will serve a student
population of which 40 percent or more are
students counted under section 1113(a)(5) of
the Elementary and Secondary Education
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 6313(a)(5)); and

(2) from States that provide assistance to
early college high schools or other dual en-
rollment programs, such as assistance to de-
fray the costs of higher education, such as
tuition, fees, and textbooks.

(f) GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION.—The Sec-
retary shall, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, ensure that grantees are from a rep-
resentative cross-section of urban, suburban,
and rural areas.

SEC. 6. USES OF FUNDS.

(a) MANDATORY ACTIVITIES.—An eligible en-
tity shall use grant funds received under sec-
tion 5 to support the activities described in
its application, including for the following:

(1) PLANNING YEAR.—In the case of a new
early college high school or dual enrollment
program, during the first year of the grant—

(A) hiring a principal and staff, as appro-
priate;

(B) designing the curriculum and sequence
of courses in collaboration with at a min-
imum, teachers from the local educational
agency and faculty from the partner institu-
tion of higher education;

(C) educating parents and the community
about the school;

(D) recruiting students;

(E) liaison activities among partners in the
eligible entity; and

(F) coordinating secondary and postsec-
ondary support services, academic calendars,
and transportation.

(2) IMPLEMENTATION PERIOD.—During the
remainder of the grant period—

(A) academic and social support services,
including counseling;

(B) student recruitment and community
education and engagement;

(C) professional development, including
joint professional development for secondary
school and faculty from the institution of
higher education; and

(D) school design and planning team activi-
ties, including curriculum development.

(b) ALLOWABLE ACTIVITIES.—An eligible en-
tity may also use grant funds received under
this Act to otherwise support the activities
described in its application, including—

(1) purchasing textbooks and equipment
that support academic programs;

(2) learning opportunities for students that
complement classroom experiences, such as
internships, career-based capstone projects,
and opportunities provided under chapters 1
and 2 of subpart 2 of part A of title IV of the
Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1070a—
11 et seq., 1070a-21 et seq.);

(3) transportation;

(4) planning time for high school and col-
lege educators to collaborate; and

(5) data collection, sharing, reporting, and
evaluation.

SEC. 7. APPLICATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—To receive a grant under
section 5, an eligible entity shall submit to
the Secretary an application at such time, in
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such manner, and including such informa-
tion as the Secretary determines to be ap-
propriate.

(b) CONTENTS OF APPLICATION.—At a min-
imum, the application described in sub-
section (a) shall include a description of—

(1) the early college high school’s or other
dual enrollment program’s budget;

(2) each partner in the eligible entity and
its experience with early college high
schools or other dual enrollment programs,
key personnel from each partner and their
responsibilities for the early college high
school or dual enrollment program, and how
the eligible entity will work with secondary
and postsecondary teachers, other public and
private entities, community-based organiza-
tions, businesses, and labor organizations to
ensure that students will be prepared to suc-
ceed in postsecondary education and employ-
ment, which may include the development of
an advisory board;

(3) how the eligible entity will target and
recruit at-risk youth, including those at risk
of dropping out of school, first generation
college students, and students from popu-
lations described in section
1111(b)(2)(C)(V)(II) of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
6311(b)(2)(C)(v)(I1));

(4) a system of student supports for stu-
dents in the early college high school or
other dual enrollment program, including
small group activities, tutoring, literacy and
numeracy skill development in all academic
disciplines, parental outreach, extended
learning time, and college readiness activi-
ties, such as early college academic seminars
and counseling;

(5) in the case of an early college high
school, how a graduation and career plan
will be developed, consistent with State
graduation requirements, for each student
and reviewed each semester;

(6) how parents or guardians of dually en-
rolled students will be informed of the stu-
dents’ academic performance and progress
and, subject to paragraph (5), involved in the
development of the students’ career and
graduation plan;

(7) coordination activities between the in-
stitution of higher education and the local
educational agency, including regarding aca-
demic calendars, provision of student serv-
ices, curriculum development, and profes-
sional development;

(8) how the eligible entity will ensure that
teachers in the early college high school or
other dual enrollment program receive ap-
propriate professional development and
other supports, including to enable the
teachers to help English-language learners,
students with disabilities, and students from
diverse cultural backgrounds to succeed;

(9) learning opportunities for students that
complement classroom experiences, such as
internships, career-based capstone projects,
and opportunities provided under chapters 1
and 2 of subpart 2 of part A of title IV of the
Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1070a—
11 et seq., 1070a-21 et seq.);

(10) a plan to ensure that postsecondary
credits earned will be transferable to, at a
minimum, public institutions of higher edu-
cation within the State, consistent with ex-
isting statewide articulation agreement;

(11) student assessments and other meas-
urements of student achievement that will
be used, including benchmarks for student
achievement;

(12) outreach programs to provide elemen-
tary and secondary school students, espe-
cially those in middle grades, and their par-
ents, teachers, school counselors, and prin-
cipals information about and academic prep-
aration for the early college high school or
other dual enrollment program;

S8953

(13) how the eligible entity will help stu-
dents meet eligibility criteria for postsec-
ondary courses; and

(14) how the eligible entity will sustain the
early college high school or other dual en-
rollment program after the grant expires.

(c) ASSURANCES.—An eligible entity’s ap-
plication under subsection (a) shall include
assurances that—

(1) in the case of an early college high
school, the majority of courses offered, in-
cluding of postsecondary courses, will be of-
fered at facilities of the institution of higher
education;

(2) students will not be required to pay tui-
tion or fees for postsecondary courses;

(3) postsecondary credits earned will be
transcribed upon completion of the requisite
coursework; and

(4) faculty teaching postsecondary courses
meet the normal standards for faculty estab-
lished by the institution of higher education.

(d) WAIVER.—The Secretary may waive the
requirement of subsection (c)(1) upon a show-
ing that it is impractical to apply due to ge-
ographic considerations.

SEC. 8. PEER REVIEW.

(a) PEER REVIEW OF APPLICATIONS.—The
Secretary shall establish peer review panels
to review applications submitted pursuant to
section 7 and to advise the Secretary regard-
ing such applications.

(b) COMPOSITION OF PEER REVIEW PANELS.—
The Secretary shall ensure that each peer re-
view panel is not comprised wholly of full-
time officers or employees of the Federal
Government and includes, at a minimum—

(1) experts in the establishment and admin-
istration of early college high schools or
other dual enrollment programs from the
high school and college perspective;

(2) faculty at institutions of higher edu-
cation and secondary school teachers with
expertise in dual enrollment; and

(3) experts in the education of at-risk stu-
dents.

SEC. 9. GRANTS TO STATES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary is author-
ized to award six-year grants to State agen-
cies responsible for secondary or postsec-
ondary education for efforts to support or es-
tablish statewide dual enrollment programs.

(b) APPLICATION.—To receive a grant under
this section, a State agency shall submit to
the Secretary an application at such time, in
such manner, and including such informa-
tion as the Secretary determines to be ap-
propriate.

(c) CONTENTS OF APPLICATION.—At a min-
imum, the application described in sub-
section (b) shall include—

(1) how the State will create outreach pro-
grams to ensure that middle and high school
students and their families are aware of dual
enrollment programs in the State;

(2) how the State will provide technical as-
sistance to local dual enrollment programs
as appropriate;

(3) how the State will ensure the quality of
State and local dual enrollment programs;
and

(4) such other information as the Secretary
determines to be appropriate.

(d) STATE ACTIVITIES.—A State receiving a
grant under this section shall use such funds
for—

(1) planning and implementing a statewide
strategy for expanding access to dual enroll-
ment programs for students who are under-
represented in higher education; and

(2) providing technical assistance to local
dual enrollment programs.

SEC. 10. REPORTING AND OVERSIGHT.

(a) REPORTING BY GRANTEES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall estab-
lish uniform guidelines for all grantees
under section 5, and uniform guidelines for
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all grantees under section 9, concerning in-
formation such grantees annually shall re-
port to the Secretary to demonstrate a
grantee’s progress toward achieving the
goals of this Act.

(2) CONTENTS OF REPORT.—At a minimum,
the report described in paragraph (1) shall in-
clude, for eligible entities receiving funds
under section 5, for each category of stu-
dents described in section 1111(h)(1)(C)(i) of
the Elementary and Secondary Education
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 6311(h)(1)(C)(1)):

(A) The number of students.

(B) The percentage of students scoring ad-
vanced, proficient, basic, and below basic on
the assessments described in section
1111(b)(3) of the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 6311(b)(3)).

(C) The performance of students on other
assessments or measurements of achieve-
ment.

(D) The number of secondary school credits
earned.

(E) The number of postsecondary credits
earned.

(F) Attendance rate.

(G) Graduation rate.

(H) Placement in postsecondary education
or advanced training, in military service,
and in employment.

(b) REPORTING BY THE SECRETARY.—The
Secretary annually shall compile and ana-
lyze the information described in subsection
(a) and report it to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions of
the Senate and the Committee on Education
and Labor of the House of Representatives,
which report shall include identification of
best practices for achieving the goals of this
Act.

(c) MONITORING VISITS.—The Secretary’s
designee shall visit each grantee at least
once for the purpose of helping the grantee
achieve the goals of this Act and to monitor
the grantee’s progress toward achieving such
goals.

(d) NATIONAL EVALUATION.—Within six
months of the appropriation of funds for this
Act, the Secretary shall enter into a con-
tract with an independent organization to
perform an evaluation of the grants awarded
under this Act. Such evaluation shall apply
rigorous procedures to obtain valid and reli-
able data concerning participants’ outcomes
by social and academic characteristics and
monitor the progress of students from high
school to and through postsecondary edu-
cation.

(e) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—The Secretary
shall provide technical assistance to eligible
entities concerning best practices in early
college high schools and dual enrollment
programs and shall disseminate such best
practices among eligible entities and State
and local educational agencies.

SEC. 11. RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.

(a) EMPLOYEES.—Nothing in this Act shall
be construed to alter or otherwise affect the
rights, remedies, and procedures afforded to
the employees of local educational agencies
(including schools) or institutions of higher
education under Federal, State, or local laws
(including applicable regulations or court or-
ders) or under the terms of collective bar-
gaining agreements, memoranda of under-
standing, or other agreements between such
employees and their employers.

(b) GRADUATION RATE.—A student who
graduates from an early college high school
supported under this Act in the standard
number of years for graduation described in
the eligible entity’s application shall be con-
sidered to have graduated on time for pur-
poses of section 1111(b)(2)(C)(vi) of the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 6311(b)(2)(C)(vi)).

By Mr. BUNNING:
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S. 3510. A bill to prohibit the Board of
Governors of the Federal Reserve Sys-
tem from making funds available at a
discount rate to private individuals,
partnerships, and corporations; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 3510

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. REPEAL OF DISCOUNT AUTHORITY
FOR PRIVATE FIRMS.

Section 13 of the Federal Reserve Act (12
U.S.C. 343) is amended by striking the third
undesignated paragraph (relating to dis-
counts for individuals, partnerships, and cor-
porations).

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr.
BINGAMAN, and Mr. KOHL):

S. 3512. A bill to require the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services
to remove social security account num-
bers from Medicare identification cards
and communications provided to Medi-
care beneficiaries in order to protect
Medicare beneficiaries from identity
theft; to the Committee on Finance.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today I
am introducing legislation with Sen-
ator BINGAMAN and Senator KOHL to re-
move Social Security numbers from
Medicare identification cards.

Government agencies and private
businesses have begun to recognize the
danger of displaying Social Security
numbers. A person’s Social Security
number can unlock a treasure trove of
personal and financial information.

If your Social Security number falls
into the wrong hands, you are at risk
of becoming a victim of identify theft
and fraud. In 2006, the Federal Trade
Commission reported that more than 8
million Americans were victims of
identity theft in the prior year.

Thirty-one states have enacted laws
that limit how public and private enti-
ties use and display Social Security
numbers. Social Security numbers are
being removed from driver’s licenses,
and most private health insurance
cards no longer display your Social Se-
curity number.

Federal agencies are taking steps to
reduce the threat of identify theft.
Last year, the Office of Management
and Budget called on federal agencies
to establish plans to eliminate unnec-
essary collection and use of Social Se-
curity numbers and to explore alter-
natives to Social Security numbers.

The Department of Veterans Affairs
no longer displays Social Security
numbers on new veteran identification
cards. And the Office of Personnel Man-
agement has directed health insurers
participating in the Federal Employees
Health Benefit Program to eliminate
Social Security numbers from insur-
ance cards.

Unfortunately, the Centers for Medi-
care and Medicaid Services is lagging
behind other agencies.
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The same Social Security number
that the Social Security Administra-
tion believes is so sensitive that it
should not be carried in your wallet is
found on the Medicare cards that 44
million beneficiaries carry with them
at all times to access health care serv-
ices. CMS expressly instructs Medicare
beneficiaries to carry their Medicare
card in their wallet or purse as proof of
insurance, making their Social Secu-
rity numbers readily available to any
thief.

In 2005, I offered an amendment to
the fiscal year 2006 Labor-HHS-Edu-
cation appropriations bill to require
CMS to report to Congress on what
steps would be necessary for them to
remove Social Security numbers from
Medicare cards.

CMS issued the report in 2006, but it
has not yet begun to remove Social Se-
curity numbers from Medicare cards.

Earlier this year, the Inspector Gen-
eral of the Social Security Administra-
tion took CMS to task for its inaction.
The Inspector General’s report con-
firmed that displaying Social Security
numbers on Medicare cards places mil-
lions of people at risk for identity theft
and concluded that “‘immediate action
is needed to address this significant
vulnerability.”

The bill that I am introducing today,
the Social Security Number Protection
Act of 2008, establishes a reasonable
timetable for CMS to begin removing
Social Security numbers from Medi-
care cards and a date certain by which
CMS would be required to complete the
process.

Not later than three years after en-
actment, CMS would be prohibited
from displaying Social Security num-
bers on newly issued Medicare cards.
CMS would be prohibited from dis-
playing the number on existing cards
no later than five years after enact-
ment.

In addition to Medicare cards, the
bill would prohibit CMS from dis-
playing Social Security numbers on all
written and electronic communications
to Medicare beneficiaries, beginning no
later than three years of enactment,
except in cases where their display is
essential for the operation of the Medi-
care program.

Removing Social Security numbers
from Medicare cards and communica-
tions to Medicare beneficiaries is long
overdue. Medicare beneficiaries should
not be placed at greater risk of iden-
tity theft than people with private
health insurance. If other federal agen-
cies can remove Social Security num-
bers, so can CMS.

I am pleased that Consumers Union,
the Medicare Rights Center, and the
Center for Medicare Advocacy have en-
dorsed this bill.

This is an issue we should all be able
to unite behind. I urge my colleagues
to cosponsor this important legislation
and work with me to enact it next
year. Medicare beneficiaries deserve to
be protected from criminals who seek
to steal their identities in order to de-
fraud them.
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Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the bill be printed
in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 3512

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Social Secu-
rity Number Protection Act of 2008°.

SEC. 2. REQUIRING THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH
AND HUMAN SERVICES TO PROHIBIT
THE DISPLAY OF SOCIAL SECURITY
ACCOUNT NUMBERS ON MEDICARE
IDENTIFICATION CARDS AND COM-
MUNICATIONS PROVIDED TO MEDI-
CARE BENEFICIARIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 3 years
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Health and Human Services
shall establish and begin to implement pro-
cedures to eliminate the unnecessary collec-
tion, use, and display of social security ac-
count numbers of Medicare beneficiaries.

(b) MEDICARE CARDS AND COMMUNICATIONS
PROVIDED TO BENEFICIARIES.—

(1) CARDS.—

(A) NEW CARDS.—Not later than 3 years
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Health and Human Services
shall ensure that each newly issued Medicare
identification card meets the requirements
described in subparagraph (C).

(B) REPLACEMENT OF EXISTING CARDS.—Not
later than 5 years after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary of Health
and Human Services shall ensure that all
Medicare beneficiaries have been issued a
Medicare identification card that meets the
requirements of subparagraph (C).

(C) REQUIREMENTS.—The requirements de-
scribed in this subparagraph are, with re-
spect to a Medicare identification card, that
the card does not display or electronically
store (in an unencrypted format) a Medicare
beneficiary’s social security account num-
ber.

(2) COMMUNICATIONS PROVIDED TO BENE-
FICIARIES.—Not later than 3 years after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services shall
prohibit the display of a Medicare bene-
ficiary’s social security account number on
written or electronic communication pro-
vided to the beneficiary unless the Secretary
determines that inclusion of social security
account numbers on such communications is
essential for the operation of the Medicare
program.

(c) MEDICARE BENEFICIARY DEFINED.—In
this section, the term ‘Medicare bene-
ficiary” means an individual who is entitled
to, or enrolled for, benefits under part A of
title XVIII of the Social Security Act or en-
rolled under part B of such title.

(d) CONFORMING REFERENCE IN THE SOCIAL
SECURITY AcCT.—Section 205(c)(2)(C) of the
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 405(c)(2)(C)) is
amended by adding at the end the following
new clause:

‘“(x) For provisions relating to requiring
the Secretary of Health and Human Services
to prohibit the display of social security ac-
count numbers on Medicare identification
cards and communications provided to Medi-
care beneficiaries, see section 2 of the Social
Security Number Protection Act of 2008.”".

(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated such
sums as may be necessary to carry out this
section.
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 663—EX-
PRESSING CONCERN OVER THE
CURRENT FEDERAL POLICY
THAT ALLOWS THE EXPOR-
TATION OF TOXIC ELECTRONIC
WASTE TO DEVELOPING NA-
TIONS, AND EXPRESSING THE
SENSE OF THE SENATE THAT
THE UNITED STATES SHOULD
JOIN OTHER DEVELOPED NA-
TIONS AND BAN THE EXPOR-
TATION OF TOXIC ELECTRONIC
WASTE TO DEVELOPING NA-
TIONS

Mr. BROWN submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Environment and Public
Works:

S. RES. 663

Whereas toxic electronic waste is gen-
erated from discarded televisions and com-
puter monitors, computers and peripherals,
audio and video equipment, wireless devices,
fax and copy machines, video game consoles,
and other electronic appliances and prod-
ucts;

Whereas televisions with cathode ray tubes
(CRTs) contain between 4 and 15 pounds of
lead, a toxic substance known to cause brain
damage in children;

Whereas many laptops, flat panel mon-
itors, and televisions contain fluorescent
lamps that contain mercury, a dangerous
neurotoxin;

Whereas many electronic products contain
toxic chemicals such as lead, mercury, beryl-
lium, cadmium, chromium, and brominated
flame retardants;

Whereas approximately 2,630,000 tons of
used or unwanted electronics were discarded
in the United States in 2005, according to the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA);

Whereas approximately 330,000 tons of elec-
tronic waste were collected and diverted
from landfills for reuse or recycling in 2005,
according to the EPA;

Whereas an estimated 50 percent to 80 per-
cent of electronic waste collected for reuse
or recycling is exported to countries such as
China, India, Ghana, Nigeria, Pakistan, and
Thailand, according to the Department of
Commerce;

Whereas approximately 131,500 tons of lead-
containing CRTs were exported in 2005, rep-
resenting 75 percent of the CRTSs supposedly
collected for recycling, according to the
EPA;

Whereas Congress has required the Na-
tion’s broadcasters to convert from analog to
digital broadcasting on February 17, 2009, a
move which will render millions of analog
CRT televisions obsolete for broadcasting
and likely to be discarded;

Whereas exported electronic waste is often
crudely scrapped and dismantled under con-
ditions that are dangerous for human health
and the environment in developing coun-
tries, according to eyewitness reports by the
Basel Action Network and several media out-
lets including National Geographic Maga-
zine;

Whereas toxic lead from exported elec-
tronic waste has returned to the United
States as a public health threat in children’s
jewelry made in China, according to a study
by Ashland University, reported by the Wall
Street Journal;

Whereas the Consumer Product Safety
Commission (CPSC) has issued multiple re-
call notices for jewelry and toys for children
made in China that contained dangerous lev-
els of lead;

S8955

Whereas 32 nations, including the member
States of the European Union, have banned
the export of toxic electronic waste to devel-
oping countries;

Whereas several major information tech-
nology and consumer electronics manufac-
turers have corporate policies that prohibit
the export of toxic electronic waste to devel-
oping nations;

Whereas the Resource Conservation and
Recovery Act of 1976, as amended, prohibits
the export of hazardous waste from the
United States to other nations unless the
EPA obtains prior written permission from
the other nation’s competent authority; and

Whereas the EPA has determined that
much electronic waste is excluded or ex-
empted from the definitions of ‘‘waste’ and
“‘hazardous waste’” under the Resource Con-
servation and Recovery Act of 1976, leading
to the largely unrestricted export of toxic
electronic waste to developing nations: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) expresses its concern over the current
Federal policy that allows the exportation of
toxic electronic waste to developing nations;
and

(2) supports joining other developed na-
tions and banning the export of toxic elec-
tronic waste to developing nations.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 664—CELE-
BRATING THE CENTENNIAL OF
UNION STATION IN WASHINGTON,
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Mrs. DOLE submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Environment and Public
Works:

S. RES. 664

Whereas, on February 28, 1903, President
Theodore Roosevelt signed into law the act
entitled ‘““An Act to provide a union railroad
station in the District of Columbia, and for
other purposes’”, and Daniel Burnham, a
noted architect from Chicago, Illinois, was
chosen to design the building;

Whereas, on October 27, 1907, Union Station
officially opened at 6:50 a.m. when the Balti-
more and Ohio Pittsburgh Express pulled in
to the station;

Whereas the building was ultimately com-
pleted in 1908;

Whereas, in 1924, 5,000 cheering fans met
the victorious Washington Nationals at
Union Station after they defeated the Boston
Red Sox to capture the American League
pennant;

Whereas, in 1951, President Harry Truman
dedicated the Presidential Suite at Union
Station as a ‘‘home away from home’ for
members of the Armed Services;

Whereas, in 1968, in preparation for the bi-
centennial of the United States, the decision
was made to transform the building into a
National Visitor Center;

Whereas Congress then passed the Union
Station Redevelopment Act of 1981 (Public
Law 97-125; 95 Stat. 1667) to return Union
Station to its original use as a transpor-
tation center;

Whereas, in 1983, the Union Station Rede-
velopment Corporation was created to over-
see the development of the station into an
operating railroad station, to restore the ar-
chitectural and historical elements of the
structure, to explore collaboration with the
private sector in the commercial develop-
ment of the station, and to withdraw the
Federal Government from active manage-
ment of the station;

Whereas the renovation and restoration of
Union Station began on August 13, 1986, with
the ringing of an old train bell;
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