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By Mr. BINGAMAN, from the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources, without
amendment:

S. 25661. A bill to require the Secretary of
the Interior to conduct a theme study to
identify sites and resources to commemorate
and interpret the Cold War.

S. 2779. A bill to amend the Surface Mining
Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 to clar-
ify that uncertified States and Indian tribes
have the authority to use certain payments
for certain noncoal reclamation projects.

By Mr. BINGAMAN, from the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources, with an
amendment in the nature of a substitute:

S. 2805. A bill to direct the Secretary of the
Interior, acting through the Commissioner of
Reclamation, to assess the irrigation infra-
structure of the Rio Grande Pueblos in the
State of New Mexico and provide grants to,
and enter into cooperative agreements with,
the Rio Grande Pueblos to repair, rehabili-
tate, or reconstruct existing infrastructure,
and for other purposes.

From the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources, with an amendment in the
nature of a substitute:

S. 2842. A bill to require the Secretary of
the Interior to carry out annual inspections
of canals, levees, tunnels, dikes, pumping
plants, dams, and reservoirs under the juris-
diction of the Secretary, and for other pur-
poses.

By Mr. BINGAMAN, from the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources, with an
amendment in the nature of a substitute:

S. 2875. A bill to authorize the Secretary of
the Interior to provide grants to designated
States and tribes to carry out programs to
reduce the risk of livestock loss due to pre-
dation by gray wolves and other predator
species or to compensate landowners for live-
stock loss due to predation.

By Mr. BINGAMAN, from the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources, with
amendments:

S. 2943. A bill to amend the National Trails
System Act to designate the Pacific North-
west National Scenic Trail.

By Mr. BINGAMAN, from the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources, with an
amendment in the nature of a substitute:

S. 2974. A Dbill to provide for the construc-
tion of the Arkansas Valley Conduit in the
State of Colorado.

By Mr. BINGAMAN, from the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources, without
amendment:

S. 3010. A bill to reauthorize the Route 66
Corridor Preservation Program.

By Mr. BINGAMAN, from the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources, with an
amendment in the nature of a substitute:

S. 3011. A bill to amend the Palo Alto Bat-
tlefield National Historic Site Act of 1991 to
expand the boundaries of the historic site,
and for other purposes.

S. 3017. A bill to designate the Beaver
Basin Wilderness at Pictured Rocks National
Lakeshore in the State of Michigan.

S. 3045. A bill to establish the Kenai Moun-
tains-Turnagain Arm National Forest Herit-
age Area in the State of Alaska, and for
other purposes.

S. 3051. A bill to authorize the Secretary of
the Interior to study the suitability and fea-
sibility of designating the site of the Battle
of Camden in South Carolina, as a unit of the
National Park System, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 3065. A bill to establish the Dominguez-
Escalante National Conservation Area and
the Dominguez Canyon Wilderness Area.

S. 3069. A bill to designate certain land as
wilderness in the State of California, and for
other purposes.

S. 3085. A bill to require the Secretary of
the Interior to establish a cooperative water-
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shed management program, and for other
purposes.

S. 3088. A bill to designate certain land in
the State of Oregon as wilderness, and for
other purposes.

S. 3089. A bill to designate certain land in
the State of Oregon as wilderness, to provide
for the exchange of certain Federal land and
non-Federal land, and for other purposes.

By Mr. BINGAMAN, from the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources, without
amendment:

S. 3096. A bill to amend the National Cave
and Karst Research Institute Act of 1998 to
authorize appropriations for the National
Cave and Karst Research Institute.

By Mr. BINGAMAN, from the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources, with an
amendment and an amendment to the title:

S. 3158. A Dbill to extend the authority for
the Cape Cod National Seashore Advisory
Commission.

By Mr. BINGAMAN, from the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources, with an
amendment:

S. 3179. A Dbill to authorize the conveyance
of certain public land in the State of New
Mexico owned or leased by the Department
of Energy, and for other purposes.

By Mr. BINGAMAN, from the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources, with an
amendment in the nature of a substitute:

S. 3189. A bill to amend Public Law 106-392
to require the Administrator of the Western
Area Power Administration and the Commis-
sioner of Reclamation to maintain sufficient
revenues in the Upper Colorado River Basin
Fund, and for other purposes.

By Mr. BINGAMAN, from the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources, with an
amendment:

S. 3226. A bill to rename the Abraham Lin-
coln Birthplace National Historic Site in the
State of Kentucky as the ‘‘Abraham Lincoln
Birthplace National Historical Park’.

By Mr. BINGAMAN, from the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources, without
amendment:

S. 3499. An original bill to protect innocent
Americans from violent crime in national
parks.

————

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF
COMMITTEE

The following executive reports of
committee were submitted on Sep-
tember 16, 2008:

By Mr. BIDEN, from the Committee on
Foreign Relations:

[Treaty Doc. 1106 Amendment to Conven-
tion on Physical Protection of Nuclear Ma-
terial with 1 reservation, 3 understandings,
and 1 declaration (Ex. Rept. 110-24];

[Treaty Doc. 110-8 Protocols of 2005 to the
Convention concerning Safety of Maritime
Navigation and to the Protocol concerning
Safety of Fixed Platforms on the Conti-
nental Shelf with reservations, under-
standings, and declarations (Ex. Rept. 110-
256] and

[Treaty Doc. 106-1(A) The Hague Conven-
tion with 4 understandings and 1 declara-
tion (Ex. Rept. 110-26)]

The text of the committee-recommended
resolutions of advice and consent to ratifica-
tion are as follows:

110-6: AMENDMENT TO CONVENTION ON

PHYSICAL PROTECTION OF NUCLEAR MATERIAL

Resolved (two-thirds of the Senators present
concurring therein),

Section 1. Senate Advice and Consent sub-
ject to a reservation, understandings, and a
declaration.

The Senate advises and consents to the
ratification of the Amendment to the Con-

September 16, 2008

vention on the Physical Protection of Nu-
clear Material, adopted on July 8, 2005 (the
“Amendment’’) (Treaty Doc. 110-6), subject
to the reservation of section 2, the under-
standings of section 3, and the declaration of
section 4.

Section 2. Reservation. The advice and
consent of the Senate under section 1 is sub-
ject to the following reservation, which shall
be included in the instrument of ratification:

Consistent with Article 17(3) of the Con-
vention on the Physical Protection of Nu-
clear a enal, the United States of America
declares that it does not consider itself
bound by Article 17(2) of the Convention on
the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material
with respect to disputes concerning the in-
terpretation or application of the Amend-
ment.

Section 3. Understandings. The advice and
consent of the Senate under section 1 is sub-
ject to the following understandings, which
shall be included in the instrument of ratifi-
cation:

(1) The United States of America under-
stands that the term ‘‘armed conflict” in
Paragraph 5 of the Amendment (Article 2 of
the Convention on the Physical Protection
of Nuclear Material, as amended) does not
include internal disturbances and tensions,
such as riots, isolated and sporadic acts of
violence, and other acts of a similar nature.

(2) The United States of America under-
stands that the term ‘‘international humani-
tarian law in Paragraph 5 of the Amendment
(Article 2 of the Convention on the Physical
Protection of Nuclear Material, as amended)
has the same substantive meaning as the law
of war.

(3) The United States of America under-
stands that, pursuant to Paragraph 5 of the
Amendment (Article 2 of the Convention on
the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material,
as amended), the Convention on the Physical
Protection of Nuclear Material, as amended,
will not apply to: (a) the military forces of a
State, which are the armed forces of a State
organized, trained, and equipped under its in-
ternal law for the primary purpose of na-
tional defense or security, in the exercise of
their official duties; (b) civilians who direct
or organize the official activities of military
forces of a State; or (¢) civilians acting in
support of the official activities of the mili-
tary forces of a State, if the civilians are
under the formal command, control, and re-
sponsibility of those forces.

Section 4. Declaration. The advice and con-
sent of the Senate under section 1 is subject
to the following declaration:

With the exception of the provisions that
obligate the United States to criminalize
certain of enses, make those offenses punish-
able by appropriate penalties, and authorize
the assertion of jurisdiction over such of-
fenses, this Amendment is self-executing. In-
cluded among the self-executing provisions
are those provisions obligating the United
States to treat certain offenses as extra-
ditable offenses for purposes of bilateral ex-
tradition treaties. This Amendment does not
confer private rights enforceable in United
States courts.

110-8: PROTOCOLS OF 2005 TO THE CONVENTION
CONCERNING SAFETY OF MARITIME NAVIGA-
TION AND TO THE PROTOCOL CONCERNING
SAFETY OF FIXED PLATFORMS ON THE CONTI-
NENTAL SHELF

Resolved (two-thirds of the Senators present
concurring therein),

Section 1. Senate Advice and Consent sub-
ject to a reservation, understandings, and a
declaration.

The Senate advises and consents to the
ratification of the Protocol of 2005 to the
Protocol for the Suppression of Unlawful
Acts against the Safety of Fixed Platforms
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Located on the Continental Shelf, adopted
on October 14, 2005, and signed on behalf of
the United States of America on February
17, 2006 (the ‘2005 Fixed Platforms Pro-
tocol”’) (Treaty Doc. 110-8), subject to the
reservation of section 2, the understandings
of section 3, and the declaration of section 4.

Section 2. Reservation. The advice and
consent of the Senate under section 1 is sub-
ject to the following reservation, which shall
be included in the instrument of ratification:

Consistent with Article 16(2) of the Con-
vention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts
against the Safety of Maritime Navigation,
2005, and incorporated by Article 2 of the 2005
Fixed Platforms Protocol, the United States
of America declares that it does not consider
itself bound by Article 16(1) of the Conven-
tion and incorporated by Article 2 of the 2005
Fixed Platforms Protocol, with respect to
disputes concerning the interpretation or ap-
plication of the Protocol of 2005 to the Pro-
tocol for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts
against the Safety of Fixed Platforms Lo-
cated on the Continental Shelf.

Section 3. Understandings. The advice and
consent of the Senate under section 1 is sub-
ject to the following understandings, which
shall be included in the instrument of ratifi-
cation:

(1) The United States of America under-
stands that the term ‘‘armed conflict” as
used in paragraph 2 of Article 2bis of the
Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful
Acts against the Safety of Maritime Naviga-
tion, 2005, and incorporated by Article 2 of
the 2005 Fixed Platforms Protocol, does not
include internal disturbances and tensions,
such as riots, isolated and sporadic acts of
violence, and other acts of a similar nature.

(2) The United States of America under-
stands that the term ‘‘international humani-
tarian law,” as used in paragraphs 1 and 2 of
Article 2bis of the Convention for the Sup-
pression of Unlawful Acts against the Safety
of Maritime Navigation, 2005, and incor-
porated by Article 2 of the 2005 Fixed Plat-
forms Protocol, has the same substantive
meaning as the ‘‘law of war.”

(3) The United States of America under-
stands that, pursuant to paragraph 2 of Arti-
cle 2bis of the Convention for the Suppres-
sion of Unlawful Acts against the Safety of
Maritime Navigation, 2005, and incorporated
by Article 2 of the 2005 Fixed Platforms Pro-
tocol, the Protocol for the Suppression of
Unlawful Acts against the Safety of Fixed
Platforms Located on the Continental Shelf,
2005, does not apply to: (a) the military
forces of a State, which are the armed forces
of a State organized, trained, and equipped
under its internal law for the primary pur-
pose of national defense or security, in the
exercise of their official duties; (b) civilians
who direct or organize the official activities
of military forces of a State; or (c) civilians
acting in support of the official activities of
the military forces of a State, if the civilians
are under the formal command, control, and
responsibility of those forces.

(4) The United States of America under-
stands that current United States law with
respect to the rights of persons in custody
and persons charged with crimes fulfills the
requirement in paragraph 2 of Article 10 of
the Convention for the Suppression of Un-
lawful Acts against the Safety of Maritime
Navigation, 2005, and incorporated by Article
2 of the 2005 Fixed Platforms Protocol, and,
accordingly, the United States does not in-
tend to enact new legislation to fulfill its ob-
ligations under this Article.

Section 4. Declaration. The advice and con-
sent of the Senate under section 1 is subject
to the following declaration:

With the exception of the provisions that
obligate the United States to criminalize
certain offenses, make those offenses punish-
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able by appropriate penalties, and authorize
the assertion of jurisdiction over such of-
fenses, the 2005 Fixed Platforms Protocol is
self-executing. Included among the self-exe-
cuting provisions are those provisions obli-
gating the United States to treat certain of-
fenses as extraditable offenses for purposes
of bilateral extradition treaties. None of the
provisions of the 2005 Fixed Platforms Pro-
tocol, including those incorporating by ref-
erence Articles 7 and 10 of the Convention for
the Suppression of Unlawful Acts against the
Safety of Maritime Navigation, 2005, confer
private rights enforceable in United States
courts.

106-1(A): THE HAGUE CONVENTION

Resolved (two-thirds of the Senators present
concurring therein),

That the Senate advises and consents to
the ratification of the Hague Convention for
the Protection of Cultural Property in the
Event of Armed Conflict (the Convention)
concluded on May 14, 1954, and entered into
force on August 7, 1956 with accompanying
report from the Department of State.

Resolved (two-thirds of the Senators present
concurring therein),

Section 1. Senate Advice and Consent sub-
ject to understandings and a declaration.

The Senate advises and consents to the
ratification of the Hague Convention for the
Protection of Cultural Property in the Event
of Armed Conflict, concluded on May 14, 1954
(Treaty Doc. 106-1(A)), subject to the under-
standings of section 2 and the declaration of
section 3.

Section 2. Understandings. The advice and
consent of the Senate under section 1 is sub-
ject to the following understandings, which
shall be included in the instrument of ratifi-
cation:

(1) It is the understanding of the United
States of America that ‘‘special protection,”
as defined in Chapter II of the Convention,
codifies customary international law in that
it, first, prohibits the use of any cultural
property to shield any legitimate military
targets from attack and, second, allows all
property to be attacked using any lawful and
proportionate means, if required by military
necessity and notwithstanding possible col-
lateral damage to such property.

(2) It is the understanding of the United
States of America that any decision by any
military commander, military personnel, or
any other person responsible for planning,
authorizing, or executing military action or
other activities covered by this Convention
shall only be judged on the basis of that per-
son’s assessment of the information reason-
ably available to the person at the time the
person planned, authorized, or executed the
action under review, and shall not be judged
on the basis of information that comes to
light after the action under review was
taken.

(3) It is the understanding of the United
States of America that the rules established
by the Convention apply only to conven-
tional weapons, and are without prejudice to
the rules of international law governing
other types of weapons, including nuclear
weapons.

(4) It is the understanding of the United
States of America that, as is true for all ci-
vilian objects, the primary responsibility for
the protection of cultural objects rests with
the Party controlling that property, to en-
sure that it is properly identified and that it
is not used for an unlawful purpose.

Section 3. Declaration. The advice and con-
sent of the Senate under section 1 is subject
to the following declaration:

With the exception of the provisions that
obligate the United States to impose sanc-
tions on persons who commit or order to be
committed a breach of the Convention, this
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Convention is self-executing. This Conven-
tion does not confer private rights enforce-
able in United States courts.

————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. STEVENS (for himself, Mr.
INOUYE, and Mr. SMITH):

S. 3491. A Dbill to amend the Communica-
tions Act of 1934 to improve the effectiveness
of rural health care support under section
254(h) of that Act; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

By Mrs. LINCOLN (for herself, Mr.
ROCKEFELLER, Ms. COLLINS, Ms. LAN-
DRIEU, Mr. BAYH, Mr. CASEY, and Mr.
JOHNSON):

S. 3492. A Dbill to amend part E of title IV
of the Social Security Act to ensure States
follow best policies and practices for sup-
porting and retaining foster parents and to
require the Secretary of Health and Human
Services to award grants to States to im-
prove the empowerment, leadership, support,
training, recruitment, and retention of fos-
ter care, kinship care, and adoptive parents;
to the Committee on Finance.

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself and
Mrs. BOXER):

S. 3493. A bill to require rail carriers to de-
velop positive rail control system plans for
improving railroad safety and to increase the
civil penalties for railroad safety violations;
to the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation.

By Mrs. BOXER:

S. 3494. A Dbill to restore the value of every
American in environmental decisions, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
vironment and Public Works.

By Mrs. BOXER (for herself, Mrs. CLIN-
TON, Mr. CARDIN, and Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE):

S. 3495. A bill to protect pregnant women
and children from dangerous lead exposures;
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works.

By Mrs. BOXER:

S. 3496. A bill to address the health and
economic development impact of nonattain-
ment of federally mandated air quality
standards in the San Joaquin Valley, Cali-
fornia, by designating air quality empower-
ment zones; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works.

By Mrs. CLINTON:

S. 3497. A Dbill to amend the Food and Nu-
trition Act of 2008 to decrease the period of
benefit ineligibility of certain adults due to
unemployment; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

By Mr. VOINOVICH (for himself, Mr.
BROWN, Mr. HARKIN, Mr. COCHRAN,
Mr. VITTER, Mr. OBAMA, Mr. BAYH,
and Mr. LUGAR):

S. 3498. A Dbill to amend title 46, United
States Code, to extend the exemption from
the fire-retardant materials construction re-
quirement for vessels operating within the
Boundary Line; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

By Mr. BINGAMAN:

S. 3499. An original bill to protect innocent
Americans from violent crime in national
parks; from the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources; placed on the calendar.

By Mr. LAUTENBERG (for himself,
Mrs. BOXER, Mr. VITTER, and Mr.
INHOFE):

S. 3500. A bill to amend the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act and the Safe Drinking
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