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are in dire need of renovation or re-
placement. In my State of Iowa alone,
according to a recent study, some 79
percent of public schools need to be up-
graded or repaired. The harsh reality is
that the average age of school build-
ings in the United States is nearly 50
years.

Too often, our children visit ultra-
modern shopping malls and gleaming
sports arenas on weekends, but during
the week go to school in rundown or
antiquated facilities. This sends ex-
actly the wrong message to our young
people about our priorities. We have
got to do better.

That is why I am deeply grateful to
the professionals and parents in the
Shenandoah Community School Dis-
trict. There is no question that a qual-
ity public education for every child is a
top priority in that community. I sa-
lute them, and wish them a very suc-
cessful new school year. ®

———

SHENANDOAH COMMUNITY
EDUCATION

e Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, in Iowa
and across the United States, a new
school year has begun. As you know,
Iowa public schools have an excellent
reputation nationwide, and Iowa stu-
dents’ test scores are among the high-
est in the Nation.

I would like to take just a few min-
utes, today, to salute the dedicated
teachers, administrators, and school
board members in the Shenandoah
Community School District, and to re-
port on their participation in a unique
Federal partnership to repair and mod-
ernize school facilities.

This fall marks the 10th year of the
Iowa Demonstration Construction
Grant Program. That is its formal
name, but it is better known among
educators in Iowa as the program of
Harkin grants for Iowa public schools.
Since 1998, I have been fortunate to se-
cure a total of $121 million for the
State government in Iowa, which se-
lects worthy school districts to receive
these grants for a range of renovation
and repair efforts—everything from up-
dating fire-safety systems to building
new schools or renovating existing fa-
cilities. In many cases, this Federal
funding is used to leverage public and/
or private local funding, so it often has
a tremendous multiplier effect in a
local school district.

The Shenandoah Community School
District received a 1999 Harkin Grant
totaling $526,231 which it used to help
build a new K-8 school. This school is a
modern, state-of-the-art facility that
befits the educational ambitions and
excellence of this school district. In-
deed, it is the kind of school facility
that every child in America deserves.
The district also received a total of
$64,189 from two fire safety grants. The
federal grants have made it possible for
the district to provide quality and safe
schools for their students.

Excellent schools do not just pop up
like mushrooms after a rain. They are
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the product of vision, leadership, per-
sistence, and a tremendous amount of
collaboration among local officials and
concerned citizens. I salute the entire
staff, administration and governance in
the Shenandoah Community School
District. In particular I would like to
recognize the leadership of the board of
education—Marty Maher, Dr. Margaret
Brady, Brian Maxine, Dwight Mayer
and Keith Meyer. I would also like to
recognize superintendant Richard Prof-
it as well as former board members—
Ken Lee, Roger Jones and Steve
Berning and former superintendent
Connie Maxson.

As we mark the 10th anniversary of
the Harkin school grant program in
Iowa, I am obliged to point out that
many thousands of school buildings
and facilities across the United States
are in dire need of renovation or re-
placement. In my State of Iowa alone,
according to a recent study, some 79
percent of public schools need to be up-
graded or repaired. The harsh reality is
that the average age of school build-
ings in the United States is nearly 50
years.

Too often, our children visit ultra-
modern shopping malls and gleaming
sports arenas on weekends, but during
the week go to school in rundown or
antiquated facilities. This sends ex-
actly the wrong message to our young
people about our priorities. We have
got to do better.

That is why I am deeply grateful to
the professionals and parents in the
Shenandoah Community School Dis-
trict. There is no question that a qual-
ity public education for every child is a
top priority in that community. I sa-
lute them, and wish them a very suc-
cessful new school year.e

SOUTH PAGE COMMUNITY
EDUCATION

e Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, in Iowa
and across the United States, a new
school year has begun. As you know,
Iowa public schools have an excellent
reputation nationwide, and Iowa stu-
dents’ test scores are among the high-
est in the Nation.

I would like to take just a few min-
utes, today, to salute the dedicated
teachers, administrators, and school
board members in the South Page Com-
munity School District, and to report
on their participation in a unique Fed-
eral partnership to repair and mod-
ernize school facilities.

This fall marks the 10th year of the
Iowa Demonstration Construction
Grant Program. That is its formal
name, but it is better known among
educators in Iowa as the program of
Harkin grants for Iowa public schools.
Since 1998, I have been fortunate to se-
cure a total of $121 million for the
State government in Iowa, which se-
lects worthy school districts to receive
these grants for a range of renovation
and repair efforts—everything from up-
dating fire-safety systems to building
new schools or renovating existing fa-
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cilities. In many cases, this Federal
funding is used to leverage public and/
or private local funding, so it often has
a tremendous multiplier effect in a
local school district.

The South Page Community School
District received a 2002 Harkin grant
totaling $298,650 which was used to help
make improvements on the K-12 build-
ing. The district also received a $50,000
fire safety grant that was used to re-
place and repair exit lighting and
smoke detectors. The Federal grants
have made it possible for the district to
provide quality and safe schools for
their students.

Excellent schools do not just pop up
like mushrooms after a rain. They are
the product of vision, leadership, per-
sistence, and a tremendous amount of
collaboration among local officials and
concerned citizens. I salute the entire
staff, administration, and governance
in the South Page Community School
District. In particular, I would like to
recognize the leadership of the board of
education—president Ellen Nothwehr,
Junior Niehart, Ron Peterman, Deb
Wallin and Karl Kenagy as well as
former board members—Terry Carlson,
Larry Murphy and Brenda Swanson. I
would also like to recognize super-
intendant Joy Jones and former super-
intendent Iner Joelson.

As we mark the 10th anniversary of
the Harkin school grant program in
Iowa, I am obliged to point out that
many thousands of school buildings
and facilities across the United States
are in dire need of renovation or re-
placement. In my State of Iowa alone,
according to a recent study, some 79
percent of public schools need to be up-
graded or repaired. The harsh reality is
that the average age of school build-
ings in the United States is nearly 50
years.

Too often, our children visit ultra-
modern shopping malls and gleaming
sports arenas on weekends, but during
the week go to school in rundown or
antiquated facilities. This sends ex-
actly the wrong message to our young
people about our priorities. We have
got to do better.

That is why I am deeply grateful to
the professionals and parents in the
South Page Community School Dis-
trict. There is no question that a qual-
ity public education for every child is a
top priority in that community. I sa-
lute them, and wish them a very suc-
cessful new school year.e

——

HONORING TAMMY CHASE

e Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I wish
to pay tribute to Sisseton resident
Tammy Chase and her dedicated serv-
ice to the South Dakota National
Guard. Serving as the family readiness
group leader, Tammy provides support
to units, servicemembers, and families
throughout South Dakota. When a sol-
dier serves overseas, his or her family
and friends must assume additional re-
sponsibilities and sacrifices. Thanks to
the work of Tammy, and the family



September 16, 2008

readiness group, South Dakota Na-
tional Guard families are provided with
an extended network of support and re-
sources to help them through their
time apart. Among her many tasks,
Tammy maintains the telephone tree,
publishes newsletters, provides baked
goods to soldiers at monthly drills, or-
ganizes family events, and prepares
families for possible deployments.
Countless lives have been touched by
her efforts.

Tammy is dedicated and committed
to her volunteer work; she has been the
family readiness group leader for the
past 11 years. She was recently recog-
nized for her efforts when she was pre-
sented with the AMVETS PNC John S.
Lorec National Guard Volunteer of the
Year award at the National Guard
Family Program conference in St.
Louis, MO.

I am pleased that Tammy’s efforts
are being publicly honored and cele-
brated with this prestigious award. I
applaud her for her years of hard work.
Tammy’s work in our communities and
State is a testament to her selfless
service to our country. Tammy’s ef-
forts on behalf of all those that are
currently serving in the National
Guard are a shining example of patriot-
ism, and we can all be inspired by her
dedication and service.®

——————

125TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
FOUNDING OF UNIVERSITY OF
SIOUX FALLS

e Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, today
I wish to recognize the 125th anniver-
sary of the founding of University of
Sioux Falls. Over the course of its his-
tory, USF has continuously produced
extraordinary graduates with a Chris-
tian liberal arts education. In the mod-
ern, high-tech, and competitive envi-
ronment in which we live, USF stu-
dents are equipped with the skills that
are essential for success.

In education, technology, and re-
search, USF is at the forefront of aca-
demic and cultural achievement, with
enrollment now at 1,700 and a diverse
student body from over 20 States. For
125 years, the university has helped
students realize their potential by of-
fering them a quality education and a
positive social and religious environ-
ment. USF graduates are well-equipped
to succeed in a competitive world, de-
livering countless benefits to organiza-
tions and communities close to home
and around the globe.

I am proud to have this opportunity
to honor the University of Sioux Falls
for its 125 years of outstanding service.
I strongly commend their hard work
and dedication, and I am very pleased
that their substantial efforts are being
publicly honored and celebrated.e

————

TRIBUTE TO RICK AND KATHY
CLARKE

e Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I rise to
honor two great Oklahomans, Rick and
Kathy Clarke, who are in Washington,
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DC, for the Congressional Coalition on
Adoption Institute’s annual Angels in
Adoption Gala. I was pleased to select
Rick and Kathy as 2008 Angels in Adop-
tion because of their great commit-
ment to adoption at both a personal
and professional level.

When Rick Clarke served for 5 years
as a judge in juvenile court, working
with abused and neglected children
every day, both he and his wife, Kathy,
formed a desire to help children who
are most in need—those without fami-
lies. Today, Rick dedicates part of law
practice to adoption cases. He serves as
a volunteer attorney through Tulsa
Lawyers for Children, as a guardian ad
litem through court appointments, and
is on the board of Heritage Family
Services, a Tulsa-based adoption agen-
cy. Kathy has served as a Court Ap-
pointed Special Advocate for children.
She also currently works on special
education issues and is a member of
the PTA.

However, it is this family’s personal
story that sets it apart. The Clarkes
have personally participated in the
adoption process for 13 years and have
adopted mnine children. Throughout
these years, the Clarke family has
faced tragedies, hardships, and obsta-
cles. Yet they continue to grow as a
family, both in number and in char-
acter.

The Clarke’s first adopted child was a
3-year-old boy from OKklahoma. The
next two young children joined the
family from Russia after being diag-
nosed with medical complications. The
Clarkes later adopted three unrelated
girls—aged 15, 13, and 8—through Okla-
homa Department of Human Services.
Lastly, they provided homes to two sis-
ters from Liberia and an older boy
from Ethiopia.

The faith and perseverance of Rick
and Kathy Clarke enables them to
overcome the challenges of providing a
permanent and loving home to so many
children. Remaining steadfast in their
dedication and belief that God has a
special plan for every child, Rick and
Kathy have raised each of their nine
children to be productive, healthy, and
strong leaders in their schools and
communities.

The Clarkes truly represent the
blessings and the power of adoption. I
am pleased to congratulate Rick and
Kathy Clarke, Oklahoma’s 2008 Angels
in Adoption, and to welcome them to
our Nation’s Capital for this special
honor.e

——
TRIBUTE TO HAROLD O. BOURNE
e Mr. KOHL. Mr. President, several

weeks back I had the great pleasure of
visiting with a constituent I would like
to honor today. Milwaukee resident
Harold O. Bourne recently received the
Federal Aviation Administration’s
Wright Brothers Master Pilot award
for flying 50 years without incident.
Mr. Bourne has given much to his
country over the years. He enlisted in
the U.S. Army in 1951, entered flight

S8851

school in 1953 and served one tour in
Korea, two tours in Germany and two
tours in Vietnam. In 1980, after 30 years
of service he retired from the Army as
a lieutenant colonel and master army
aviator. Upon his retirement, he moved
to Milwaukee where his love for and
expertise in aviation was put to good
use. Mr. Bourne embarked on what
would become a 20-year career with As-
tronautics Corporation of America, a
world leader in supplying military and
commercial electronics for aviation.

At 78, Mr. Bourne is still flying. He is
a gentleman in the truest sense of the
word. Harold and his wife of 57 years,
Anne, have given much of themselves
over the years, not only to aviation but
to their community and their church.
And for that I congratulate and honor
them.eo

——
TRIBUTE TO MARK MILLAR

e Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, I con-
gratulate Mark Millar on receiving the
2008 Angels in Adoption Award, a tre-
mendous honor that highlights his tire-
less commitment to achieving perma-
nent family connections for children in
foster care in Maine. What a well-de-
served accolade for such an ennobling
endeavor.

Mark Millar began his career as a
protective services worker and has
been a critical part of Casey Family
Services in Portland for more than 20
years. In that time, he and his dedi-
cated staff have helped transform the
lives of countless families, by pro-
moting Kkinship care, providing coun-
seling and other services to strengthen
families postadoption, and helping
Maine reduce the amount of time re-
quired to reach legal permanence when
a child enters foster care.

Undoubtedly, we as a nation can and
must do more to better equip families
who sacrifice so much to provide safe,
loving homes for children in foster
care. For many families, the decision
to open their home to a child is easy,
but it can also be emotionally trying
and financially taxing. That’s why
Mark Millar’s work at Casey Family
Services is so indispensable and pro-
foundly worthy of this distinction. At a
time where Federal dollars for child
welfare services are regrettably too
few, Mark Millar and Casey Family
Services offer families a support sys-
tem that is dependable and viable.

Mark Millar has also performed re-
markable work in helping teens pre-
pare for the challenges of adulthood,
whether though his efforts with the
First Jobs program, which provides ini-
tial and transitional employment op-
portunities at Hannaford for youth
aged 15-21, or Casey’s outdoor work-
readiness and skill development pro-
gram. And he has been selfless in his
extraordinary contributions and inspir-
ing through the power of his benevo-
lent example. In short, Mark under-
stands and lives out what American
novelist, Herman Melville, once elo-
quently described in words ... ‘“We
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