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the $1.2 billion necessary to cover the
rejection of the administration pro-
posal to raise TRICARE fees;

Requires the Secretaries of Defense
and VA to continue the operations of
the Senior Oversight Committee to
oversee implementation of Wounded
Warrior initiatives; and

Fully funds the eight ships requested
in the President’s budget, including
full funding for the third ZUMWALT
class destroyer. This ship is critical to
maintaining the technical superiority
that our Navy has enjoyed on the
oceans throughout the world. The fu-
ture maritime fleet must be adaptable,
affordable, survivable, flexible and re-
sponsive. The ZUMWALT class pro-
vides all of these characteristics as a
multimission surface combatant, tai-
lored for land attack and littoral domi-
nance. It will provide independent for-
ward presence, allow for precision
naval gun fire support of Joint forces
ashore, and through its advanced sen-
sors ensure absolute control of the
combat air space. All of this capability
is based on today’s proven and dem-
onstrated technologies. We cannot
build the same ships that we did 20
years ago and hope to defeat tomor-
row’s emerging threats.

This year I once again had the honor
of serving as the chairman of the
Emerging Threats Subcommittee. Sen-
ator DOLE served as the ranking mem-
ber of the subcommittee and working
together, our subcommittee produced
good results in the bill now before the
Senate. The Emerging Threats and Ca-
pabilities Subcommittee is responsible
for looking at new and emerging
threats to our security, and consid-
ering appropriate steps we should take
to develop new capabilities to face
these threats.

In preparation for our markup, Sen-
ator LEVIN, the distinguished chairman
of the committee, provided guidelines
for the work of the committee, includ-
ing the following two items:

Improve the ability of the armed
forces to counter nontraditional
threats, including terrorism and the
proliferation of weapons of mass de-
struction, and

Promote the transformation of the
armed forces to deal with the threats
of the 21st century.

In response, our subcommittee rec-
ommended initiatives in a number of
areas within our jurisdiction. These
areas include:

Supporting crucial nonproliferation
programs and other efforts to combat
Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD);

Supporting advances in medical re-
search and technology to treat such
conditions as traumatic brain injury
and post-traumatic stress disorder;

Increasing investments in new en-
ergy technologies such as fuel cells, hy-
brid engines, and alternate fuels to in-
crease military performance and re-
duce costs;

Increasing investments in advanced
manufacturing technologies to
strengthen our defense industrial base
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so that it can rapidly and efficiently
produce the materiel needed by our Na-
tion’s warfighters; and

Increasing investments in research at
our Nation’s small businesses, Govern-
ment labs, and universities so that we
have the most innovative minds in our
country working to enhance our na-
tional security.

Specifically, some notable initiatives
in this bill that originated in the
Emerging Threats and Capabilities
Subcommittee include:

Authorizing more than $120 million
in the area of nonproliferation and
combating weapons of mass destruc-
tion, including $50 million for
denuclearization activities in North
Korea; $20 million for the Cooperative
Threat Reduction program; and more
than $50 million for chemical and bio-
logical defense programs.

Consolidating funding for the Mixed
Oxide, MOX, program in the National
Nuclear Security Administration,
NNSA, as a nonproliferation activity,
rather than as part of the nuclear en-
ergy budget as the budget requested.

Clarifying that excess fissile mate-
rial disposition is an NNSA non-
proliferation responsibility.

Establishing a nonproliferation
scholarship fund to deal with shortages
in technical and other fields such as
radiochemistry and nuclear forensics.

Adding $25 million to nonprolifera-
tion research & development, R&D, for
nuclear forensics and other R&D ac-
tivities.

Authorizing the Cooperative Threat
Reduction Program and providing an
additional $10 million for new initia-
tives outside of the former Soviet
Union, $1 million for Russian chemical
weapons demilitarization, and $9 mil-
lion for nuclear weapons storage secu-
rity in Russia to complete the work
under the Bratislava agreement.

The bill also includes a number of
legislative provisions that will enhance
the Department’s ability to procure
and use critical defense technologies,
such as:

Legislation that would implement
recommendations of the National
Academy of Sciences to help ensure
that the DOD develops and procures
printed circuit boards that are trust-
worthy and reliable for use in defense
systems;

Legislation that would implement
the recommendations of the Defense
Science Board seeking to enhance the
Department’s ability to ensure that
microelectronics procured from com-
mercial sources, including foreign
sources, and embedded throughout de-
fense systems are reliable and trust-
worthy; and

Legislation requiring the develop-
ment of a joint government-industry
battery technology roadmap to ensure
that a healthy and innovative defense
industrial base for batteries exists in
the United States, to support a variety
of requirements in military vehicles,
computers, and other equipment.

Relative to science and technology
funding levels, the bill would increase
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the Department’s investments in inno-
vative science and technology pro-
grams by nearly $400 million to over
$11.8 billion; and fully support the Sec-
retary of Defense’s initiative to in-
crease university defense basic re-
search funding and increase the level
by nearly $50 million over the Presi-
dent’s request.

In the area of force protection, the
bill includes a provision that would in-
crease the amount and quality of test-
ing performed on force protection
equipment, such as body armor, hel-
mets, and vehicle armor, before it is
deployed to the field, to ensure that
our soldiers and marines have the best
available equipment and protection.

In order to enhance our ability to
combat international terrorist groups,
the bill would fully fund the $5.7 billion
budget request, and add over $20 mil-
lion for items to help find and track
terrorists, including intelligence, sur-
veillance and reconnaissance packages;
extend authorization to the Special Op-
erations Command to train and equip
forces supporting or facilitating special
operations forces in ongoing military
operations, and increase the funding
available for this activity; and increase
funding for DOD’s Regional Defense
Combating Terrorism Fellowship.

Concerning counterdrug programs,
the bill includes a provision that would
extend the authority to use
counterdrug funds to support the Gov-
ernment of Colombia’s unified cam-
paign against narcotics cultivation and
trafficking, and against terrorist orga-
nizations involved in such activities. It
also includes a provision that would ex-
tend the Department’s authority to use
counterdrug funds to support law en-
forcement agencies conducting coun-
terterrorist activities.

This is a good bill. The members of
the committee and the committee staff
have worked many hours to get this
bill to the floor. We are a nation at war
and the military needs this bill. I urge
my colleagues to work together to pass
it so that we can conference with the
House and send it on to the President
for his signature.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to a period for the transaction
of morning business, with Senators
permitted to speak for up to 10 minutes
each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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CHICAGO FLOODING

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today
President Bush was in Texas to see
firsthand the devastation from Hurri-
cane Ike. Unfortunately, this is not the
first time, nor will it be the last time,
that Mother Nature has shown us her
worst. My heart goes out to the mil-
lions of displaced residents and evac-
uees who are anxious to return home,
who are without power, who must de-
pend on others for food and water and
other necessities, and who face the
long hard task of rebuilding their
homes and communities.

We know a little of what that is like
in Illinois. In June, the Midwest was
hit by massive flooding, some of the
worst we have seen since the Great
Flood of 1993. Experts called it a 200 to
500-year event. It left entire commu-
nities underwater, broke levees, and
washed away roads, bridges, and mil-
lions of acres of cropland. The damage
could have been worse, if Illinoisans
had not worked so long and so hard to
fill sandbags, fortify levees, and stand
their ground against the rising waters
of the Mississippi.

But sometimes weather-related disas-
ters strike with no warning and you
don’t have time to prepare for the
worst. Over the weekend my State was
hit by the sixth major flooding event in
the last year alone when 3 days of rain
dumped more than 100 billion gallons of
water on the city of Chicago—two or
three times the normal amount. More
than 7 inches of rain fell on the Chi-
cago area on Saturday alone, setting a
new 1-day record at O’Hare. In the sub-
urbs, some of the worst flooding was
along the Des Plaines River, which
crested at near-record levels, displaced
thousands of residents, and flooded
hundreds of homes.

On Monday I had a chance to see for
myself the damage in Albany Park, a
neighborhood in Chicago that was one
of the hardest hit areas. Thirty-ninth
Ward Alderman Margaret Laurino ac-
companied me as I met with residents
like Aaron Gadiel, who waded through
knee-high water in his fishing boots
and searched his home to see if he
could salvage clothing for his kids. I
want to commend the local and city of-
ficials I saw going door to door with
pumps, checking to see if residents
needed help, and pitching in wherever
they were needed. I especially want to
thank Terry O’Brien, president of the
Metropolitan Water Reclamation Dis-
trict, and Ray Orozco, executive direc-
tor of Chicago’s Office of Emergency
Management and Communications,
OEMC, for taking the time to show me
the extent of the flood damage.

The same weather system that
dumped billions of gallons of rain on
Chicago also caused the Mississippi and
Illinois Rivers to swell in other parts of
Illinois. U.S. Army Corps officials are
keeping a close eye on the system of
levees and dams that protect these
communities to make sure that these
residents don’t experience a repeat of
the June floods.
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Today the skies are clearing over
Chicago. Water levels are falling, roads
are reopening and some folks are re-
turning home. But the recordbreaking
rains that evacuated thousands, left
four dead, closed roads and flooded
homes have left more than a water-
mark. As Des Plaines Mayor Tony
Arredia rightly pointed out, we still
have cleaning up to do. I am com-
mitted to making sure that Illinoisans
do not face this task alone.

———

TRIBUTE TO SECOND LIEUTENANT
HOWARD CLIFTON ENOCH, JR.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
rise today because after more than 60
years, a Kentucky family has been re-
united with a father and grandfather
they never knew. And an American
hero is coming home.

Second Lieutenant Howard Clifton
Enoch, Jr., U.S. Army Air Forces, was
last seen on March 19, 1945, when he
took off in his P-51D Mustang single-
seat fighter plane for a mission over
Germany. He crashed while engaging
enemy aircraft near the city of Leipzig.

His remains could not be imme-
diately recovered, and once Soviet
forces took over the part of that coun-
try that would become East Germany—
including the area around Leipzig re-
covery became impossible for decades.

Howard Enoch IIT was born 3 months
after his father’s plane crashed. He
grew up in Marion, KY, never knowing
his namesake. Now, thanks to the work
of some dedicated men and women in
the Department of Defense, his father’s
remains have been identified.

A German researcher originally iden-
tified the crash site, and notified our
Government. The Joint POW/MIA Ac-
counting Command, the arm of the De-
partment of Defense charged with re-
covering the remains of our lost he-
roes, sent a recovery crew to Germany.
They used mitochondrial DNA analysis
to identify the remains, and in 2007
they contacted Howard Enoch III with
the astonishing news.

Howard Enoch IIT’s two young daugh-
ters gained new insight into their
grandfather. And the discovery brought
Howard in touch with a cousin he never
knew, who had served alongside Second
Lieutenant Enoch in Europe in World
War II.

Now Second Lieutenant Enoch will
be buried at Arlington National Ceme-
tery, alongside America’s greatest he-
roes. And the Enoch family can know
that after valiant service to his coun-
try, six decades later, a soldier will fi-
nally rest in peace. I wish to offer my
deepest appreciation to Howard Enoch
IIT for his father’s service and his fam-
ily’s sacrifice on behalf of our country.

Earlier this month, the Bluegrass
Chapter of Honor Flight paid special
tribute to Second Lieutenant Enoch at
the World War II Memorial in our Na-
tion’s Capital. Honor Flight is a non-
profit organization which transports
World War II veterans from anywhere
in the country to see the memorial,
free of charge.

September 16, 2008

Honor Flight and its volunteers,
many of whom are veterans them-
selves, are doing a great service for our
Nation by allowing these veterans to
make this important trip. Second Lieu-
tenant Enoch never got a chance to
visit the World War II Memorial. But it
was built for him, and his thousands of
fellow soldiers. So I am glad that 63
years later, Honor Flight has recog-
nized his service.

For a long time, the Enoch family
has felt not only the loss of Second
Lieutenant Enoch, but also doubt
about his final fate. I am pleased for
them that that doubt is over. They can
take comfort that 2LT Howard Clifton
Enoch, Jr. will lie among Arlington’s
heroes. And they can take pride that
this U.S. Senate honors his service and
his sacrifice.

——

REPORT ON THE TOMB OF THE
UNKNOWNS

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I am

pleased to share a report with our col-
leagues, which I received last month
from the Departments of the Army and
Veterans Affairs. The report addresses
the Army’s and VA’s plans for repair-
ing and preserving the Tomb Monu-
ment at the Tomb of the Unknowns. As
many of our colleagues may know and
appreciate, the Tomb is a national
monument of great historical signifi-
cance, especially to our Nation’s vet-
erans, located on the hallowed ground
of Arlington National Cemetery.

The Tomb Monument, which sits
above the tombs for the unknowns
from World War I, World War II, and
the Korean conflict, has developed sev-
eral cracks along the natural faults in
the marble. For some time, there has
been discussion of possibly replacing
the original monument. However, prior
to taking this option, I wanted to en-
sure that at the very least decision-
makers considered options for pre-
serving, rather than replacing the
monument. While I understand the
concerns about the cracks in the Tomb
Monument, I along with many others
believe that our national monuments
are not diminished by signs of their
age. Many of our most treasured Amer-
ican symbols, from the Liberty Bell to
the Star-Spangled Banner, are phys-
ically worn and weathered. This does
not diminish their value or signifi-
cance. I would argue that the same is
true for the Tomb of the Unknowns.

It is our Nation’s tradition to pre-
serve our historic national symbols. We
must protect them from the notion
that they can be easily discarded or re-
placed. With those concerns in mind,
my colleague from Virginia, Senator
WEBB, and I successfully added lan-
guage requiring a report on plans for
the Tomb Monument to last year’s Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act. The
joint report acknowledges that replace-
ment of the Tomb Monument could
have a negative impact on the historic
significance of the Tomb of the Un-
knowns.
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