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The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 618

Whereas on August 7, 1998, the al Qaeda
terrorist group, led by Osama bin Laden, or-
ganized nearly simultaneous vehicular
bombing attacks on the United States em-
bassies in Nairobi and Dar es Salaam;

Whereas approximately 4,000 people were
injured in the Nairobi bombing, including 14
United States citizens, 13 Foreign Service
Nationals, and 2 contractors;

Whereas 213 people were Kkilled in the
bombing in Nairobi, including victims who
were employees of the United States Govern-
ment, or were family members of employees
of the United States Government, namely—

(1) the following United States citizens:
Nathan Aliganga, Julian Bartley, Sr., Julian
Bartley, Jr., Jean Dalizu, Molly Hardy, Ken-
neth Hobson, Prabhi Kavaler, Arlene Kirk,
Dr. Mary Louise Martin, Michelle O’Connor,
Sherry Olds, and Uttamlal (Tom) Shah;

(2) the following Foreign Service Nation-
als: Chrispin W. Bonyo, Lawrence A. Gitau,
Hindu O. Idi, Tony Irungu, Geoffrey Kalio, G.
Joel Kamau, Lucy N. Karigi, Francis M.
Kibe, Joe Kiongo, Dominic Kithuva, Peter K.
Macharia, Francis W. Maina, Cecelia
Mamboleo, Lydia M. Mayaka, Francis
Mbugua Ndungu, Kimeu N. Nganga, Francis
Mbogo Njunge, Vincent Nyoike, Francis
Olewe Ochilo, Maurice Okach, Edwin A.O.
Omori, Lucy G. Onono, Evans K. Onsongo,
Eric Onyango, Sellah Caroline Opati, Rachel
M. Pussy, Farhat M. Sheikh, Phaedra
Vrontamitis, Adams T. Wamai, Frederick M.
Yafes; and

(3) the following contractors:
Namayi and Josiah Odero Owuor;

Whereas 85 people were injured in the Dar
es Salaam bombing, including 2 United
States citizens and 5 Foreign Service Nation-
als;

Whereas 1 Foreign Service National work-
ing at the Dar es Salaam embassy, Saidi
Rogarth, is still listed by the Department of
State as missing;

Whereas 11 people were killed in the Dar es
Salaam bombing, including—

(1) Yusuf Ndange, a Foreign Service Na-
tional; and

(2) the following contractors:
Abdulrahaman Abdalla, Paul E. Elisha,
Abdalla Mnyola, Abbas William Mwilla,
Bakari Nyumbu, Mtendeje Rajabu,
Ramadhani Mahundi, and Dotto Ramadhani;

Whereas damage to both buildings was ex-
tensive, rendering the facilities unusable;

Whereas the outpouring of aid and assist-
ance from the people and Governments of
Kenya and Tanzania was widespread and
greatly appreciated by the people of the
United States;

Whereas security guards at both embassies
acted bravely on the day of the bombings,
protecting the lives and property of citizens
of the United States, Kenya, and Tanzania;

Whereas the United States embassies in
both Nairobi and Dar es Salaam have been
rebuilt;

Whereas the United States Government is
partnering with the people and Governments
of Kenya and Tanzania to help both coun-
tries obtain a more democratic future;

Whereas 12 of the suspects indicted in the
case have either been killed, captured, or are
serving life sentences without parole; and

Whereas the United States Government
continues to search for the remaining sus-
pects, including Osama bin Laden: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the historic significance of

the tenth anniversary of the al Qaeda bomb-
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ings of the United States embassies in
Nairobi, Kenya and Dar es Salaam, Tan-
zania;

(2) mourns the loss of those who lost their
lives in these tragic and senseless attacks,
especially those who were employed by the
embassies;

(3) remembers the families and colleagues
of the victims whose lives have been forever
changed by the loss endured on August 7,
1998;

(4) expresses its deepest gratitude to the
people of Kenya and Tanzania for their gra-
cious contributions and assistance following
these attacks;

(5) reaffirms its support for the people of
Kenya and Tanzania in striving for future
opportunity, democracy, and prosperity; and

(6) reaffirms its resolve to defeat al Qaeda
and other terrorist organizations.

———

WELCOMING HOME FARC
HOSTAGES

Ms. CANTWELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the Committee on For-
eign Relations be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of S. Res. 627 and
the Senate proceed to its immediate
consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 627) welcoming home
Keith Stansell, Thomas Howes, and Marc
Gonsalves, three citizens of the United
States who were held hostage for over 5
years by the Revolutionary Armed Forces of
Colombia, FARC, after their plane crashed
on February 13, 2003.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Ms. CANTWELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the resolution be agreed
to, the preamble be agreed to, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the
table, with no intervening action or de-
bate, and that any statements be print-
ed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 627

Whereas a Congressional Resolution in 2007
(S. Con. Res. 53) condemned the kidnapping
and hostage-taking of three citizens of the
United States, Keith Stansell, Thomas
Howes, and Marc Gonsalves for over four
years by the FARC, and demanded their im-
mediate and unconditional release;

Whereas the Senate expresses sorrow at
the murder of Tom Janis by the FARC, an-
other citizen of the United States that was
on the downed aircraft, and Luis Alcedes
Cruz, a member of the Colombian military,
as well as citizens of the United States who
died during a hostage search mission in 2003;

Whereas the Government of Colombia car-
ried out a historic rescue mission on July 2,
2008, freeing 15 hostages who the FARC had
kidnapped and held in captivity, including
these three citizens of the United States, In-
grid Betancourt, and military and police per-
sonnel of Colombia;

Whereas the armed forces of Colombia
planned, led, and executed the rescue oper-
ation without a single gunshot;
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Whereas the United States Government
played a key supportive role in the rescue
mission by the armed forces of Colombia;

Whereas the FARC is designated as a for-
eign terrorist organization by the Depart-
ment of State and the European Union;

Whereas the FARC utilizes kidnappings for
ransom, extortion, and the drug trade to fi-
nance its activities;

Whereas the FARC committed atrocities
against citizens of both Colombia and the
United States;

Whereas the FARC has kidnapped at least
36 citizens of the United States since 1980,
and killed 10 citizens of the United States;

Whereas the FARC currently holds an esti-
mated 700 people as hostages; and

Whereas over 50 FARC leaders have been
indicted in the United States for drug traf-
ficking: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) welcomes Keith Stansell, Thomas
Howes, and Marc Gonsalves home to the
United States after being held for over five
years by the Revolutionary Armed Forces of
Colombia (FARC);

(2) celebrates with the families and rel-
atives of the hostages who kept faith despite
being unsure of the fates of their family
members for more than five years;

(3) expresses gratitude to the Government
of Colombia and the armed forces of Colom-
bia for successfully rescuing the hostages,
and applauds the effective contribution of
the United States Government to this effort;

(4) calls for the immediate release of all
hostages held by the FARC and other armed
terrorist groups in Colombia; and

(5) urges the FARC to lay down their weap-
ons and reject terrorism.

———

NATIONAL TRUANCY PREVENTION
MONTH

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 924, S. Res. 624.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 624) designating Au-
gust 2008 as ‘‘National Truancy Prevention
Month.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motions to reconsider be
laid upon the table, with no inter-
vening action or debate, and that any
statements related to the resolution be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 624

Whereas public schools in the TUnited
States are facing a dropout crisis, with ap-
proximately 1,200,000 students not grad-
uating from high school on time and only 70
percent of students earning high school di-
plomas;

Whereas truancy has been shown to be the
first and best indicator that a child will drop
out of school, use marijuana for the first
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time, and commit juvenile crimes by the age
of 15;

Whereas the incidence of truancy in a re-
cent national survey found that 11 percent of
eighth grade students, 16 percent of tenth
grade students, and 35 percent of twelfth
grade students reported skipping 1 or more
days of school during the previous 30 days;

Whereas chronic truants often miss more
days of school than they attend;

Whereas absentee rates relate directly to
graduation rates and are highest in public
schools in urban areas;

Whereas truant eighth graders are more
likely to say they do not believe they will
graduate from high school or attend college
than their peers who attend regularly;

Whereas truancy has been found to be a
risk factor for substance abuse, teen preg-
nancy, and school dropout;

Whereas the average annual income for a
high school dropout in 2005 was $17,299, com-
pared to $26,933 for a high school graduate;

Whereas it has been demonstrated that
when truancy is addressed, there is a reduc-
tion in the rates of daytime crime, juvenile
crime, drug use, and delinquency;

Whereas effective truancy reduction pro-
grams can take many forms and can be im-
plemented in many different settings, in-
cluding in schools, courts, and through com-
munity programs;

Whereas truancy prevention programs fo-
cused on middle grade students are key to
preventing future dropouts; and

Whereas truancy reduction programs are
highly cost effective, reduce juvenile and
adult crime, and save taxpayer money: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates August 2008 as
Truancy Prevention Month’’;

(2) recognizes the significant harm of
chronic truancy to the youth of the United
States;

(3) acknowledges the work being done by
truancy prevention programs throughout the
United States to help at-risk youth; and

(4) encourages law enforcement, school of-
ficials, the judiciary, community leaders,
and the business community to work to-
gether to address truancy.

———

NATIONAL AIRBORNE DAY

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Judiciary
Committee be discharged and the Sen-
ate now proceed to the consideration of
S. Res. 625.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 625) designating Au-
gust 16, 2008, as National Airborne Day.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motions to reconsider be
laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 625

Whereas the airborne forces of the Armed

Forces have a long and honorable history as

‘“National
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units of adventuresome, hardy, and fierce
warriors who, for the national security of the
United States and the defense of freedom and
peace, project the effective ground combat
power of the United States by Air Force air
transport to the far reaches of the battle
area and, indeed, to the far corners of the
world;

Whereas August 16 marks the anniversary
of the first official Army parachute jump on
August 16, 1940, an event that validated the
innovative concept of inserting United
States ground combat forces behind the bat-
tle line by means of a parachute;

Whereas the United States experiment of
airborne infantry attack began on June 25,
1940, when the Army Parachute Test Platoon
was first authorized by the Department of
War, and was launched when 48 volunteers
began training in July 1940;

Whereas the success of the Parachute Test
Platoon in the days immediately preceding
the entry of the United States into World
War II led to the formation of a formidable
force of airborne units that have served with
distinction and have had repeated success in
armed hostilities;

Whereas among those airborne units are
the former 11th, 13th, and 17th Airborne Divi-
sions, the venerable 82nd Airborne Division,
the versatile 101st Airborne Division (Air As-
sault), and the airborne regiments and bat-
talions (some as components of those divi-
sions, some as separate units) that achieved
distinction as the elite 75th Ranger Regi-
ment, the 173rd Airborne Brigade, the 187th
Infantry (Airborne) Regiment, the 503rd,
507th, 508th, 517th, 541st, and 542nd Parachute
Infantry Regiments, the 88th Glider Infantry
Regiment, the 509th, 551st, and 555th Para-
chute Infantry Battalions, the 325th and
327th Glider Infantry, and the 550th Airborne
Infantry Battalion;

Whereas the achievements of the airborne
forces during World War II prompted the evo-
lution of those forces into a diversified force
of parachute and air assault units that, over
the years, have fought in Korea, Vietnam,
Grenada, Panama, the Persian Gulf region,
and Somalia, and have engaged in peace-
keeping operations in Lebanon, the Sinai Pe-
ninsula, the Dominican Republic, Haiti, Bos-
nia, and Kosovo;

Whereas the modern-day airborne force
that has evolved from those World War II be-
ginnings is an agile, powerful force that, in
large part, is composed of the 82nd Airborne
Division, the 101st Airborne Division (Air As-
sault), and the 75th Ranger Regiment;

Whereas the modern-day airborne force
also includes other elite forces composed en-
tirely of airborne trained and qualified spe-
cial operations warriors, including Army
Special Forces, Marine Corps Reconnais-
sance units, Navy SEALs, and Air Force
combat control teams, all or most of which
comprise the forces of the United States Spe-
cial Operations Command;

Whereas in the aftermath of the terrorist
attacks on the United States on September
11, 2001, the 75th Ranger Regiment, special
forces units, and units of the 82nd Airborne
Division and the 101st Airborne Division (Air
Assault), together with other units of the
Armed Forces, have been prosecuting the
war against terrorism by carrying out com-
bat operations in Afghanistan, training oper-
ations in the Philippines, and other oper-
ations elsewhere;

Whereas in the aftermath of the Presi-
dent’s announcement of Operation Iraqi
Freedom in March 2003, the 75th Ranger
Regiment, special forces units, and units of
the 82nd Airborne Division, the 101st Air-
borne Division (Air Assault), the 173rd Air-
borne Brigade, and the 4th Brigade Combat
Team (Airborne) of the 25th Infantry Divi-
sion, together with other units of the Armed
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Forces, have been prosecuting the war
against terrorism, carrying out combat oper-
ations, conducting civil affairs missions, and
assisting in establishing democracy in Iraq;

Whereas the airborne forces are and will
continue to be at the ready and the forefront
until the Global War on Terrorism is con-
cluded;

Whereas of the members and former mem-
bers of the United States airborne forces, all
have achieved distinction by earning the
right to wear the airborne’s ‘‘Silver Wings of
Courage’’, thousands have achieved the dis-
tinction of making combat jumps, 69 have
earned the Medal of Honor, and hundreds
have earned the Distinguished-Service Cross,
Silver Star, or other decorations and awards
for displays of such traits as heroism, gal-
lantry, intrepidity, and valor;

Whereas the members and former members
of the United States airborne forces are
members of a proud and honorable fraternity
of the profession of arms that is made exclu-
sive by those distinctions which, together
with their special skills and achievements,
distinguish them as intrepid combat para-
chutists, special operation forces, and (in
former days) glider troops;

Whereas the history and achievements of
the members and former members of the air-
borne forces of the United States Armed
Forces warrant special expressions of the
gratitude of the American people; and

Whereas, since the airborne community
celebrates August 16 as the anniversary of
the first official jump by the Army Para-
chute Test Platoon, August 16 would be an
appropriate day to recognize as National Air-
borne Day: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates August 16, 2008, as ‘‘National
Airborne Day’’; and

(2) calls on the people of the United States
to observe ‘‘National Airborne Day’’ with ap-
propriate programs, ceremonies, and activi-
ties.

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF THE INTERNATIONAL
YEAR OF SANITATION

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 775, H. Con. Res.
318.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 318)
supporting the goals and ideals of the Inter-
national Year of Sanitation.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the concur-
rent resolution be agreed to, the pre-
amble be agreed to, and the motions to
reconsider be laid upon the table, with
no intervening action or debate, and
that any statements relating to the
measure be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 318) was agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.
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