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with characteristic professionalism, in-
tegrity, and perseverance. We wish him 
the very best in his future pursuits. 
May God bless him and his family. 

f 

‘‘PLANET’S’’ WORK AT ARLINGTON 
NATIONAL CEMETERY 

Mr. BURR. Mr. President, this week 
marked the 11th anniversary of the 
Professional Landcare Network’s ‘‘Re-
newal and Remembrance’’ event. Each 
year for more than a decade, hundreds 
of lawn care, landscape and tree care 
specialists from the Professional 
Landcare Network, PLANET, donate 
their time and expertise to refurbish 
the grounds of Arlington National 
Cemetery. 

Arlington National Cemetery is one 
of the most hallowed places in all of 
America. President Lincoln established 
the grounds at Arlington as a military 
cemetery in 1864. By the end of the 
Civil War, Arlington housed 16,000 
graves. It now serves as the final rest-
ing place for over 300,000 of our Na-
tion’s most distinguished service per-
sonnel and public officials, including 
hundreds of distinguished North Caro-
linians. Veterans from all of the Na-
tion’s wars are interred at Arlington, 
from the American Revolution through 
the present wars in Iraq and Afghani-
stan. The gravesites of these men and 
women span an area of 624 acres. 

The beauty and simple elegance of 
Arlington’s grounds is renowned 
throughout the world, drawing hun-
dreds of thousands of visitors, mourn-
ers, and tourists every year. The work 
that goes into maintaining Arlington 
is a reflection of the honor and rev-
erence that America has for our vet-
erans and leaders. The members of 
PLANET share in this reverence. 
Through their work at Arlington each 
year, they have demonstrated a special 
level of commitment to the memory of 
our countrymen who have made some 
of the greatest sacrifices. 

Many PLANET members who volun-
teered their time and expertise this 
past week have a personal connection 
to Arlington, either through relatives 
or friends who are buried there or 
through their own military service. 
But whether or not they have a family 
or service connection to the cemetery, 
all of the volunteers care deeply about 
maintaining Arlington as a place of 
dignity and respect in recognition of 
those who have served the public good 
and those who have made the ultimate 
sacrifice. 

Their work does not go unnoticed by 
the family members of those who are 
buried at Arlington, nor does it go un-
noticed by the membership of the U.S. 
Senate. I applaud the generosity of the 
PLANET members who devoted their 
work to honor our Nation’s 
servicemembers. 

f 

IDAHOANS SPEAK OUT ON HIGH 
ENERGY PRICES 

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, in mid- 
June, I asked Idahoans to share with 

me how high energy prices are affect-
ing their lives, and they responded by 
the hundreds. The stories, numbering 
over 1,000, are heartbreaking and 
touching. To respect their efforts, I am 
submitting every e-mail sent to me 
through energylprices@crapo.senate 
.gov to the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 
This is not an issue that will be easily 
resolved, but it is one that deserves im-
mediate and serious attention, and Ida-
hoans deserve to be heard. Their sto-
ries not only detail their struggles to 
meet everyday expenses, but also have 
suggestions and recommendations as to 
what Congress can do now to tackle 
this problem and find solutions that 
last beyond today. I ask unanimous 
consent that today’s letters be printed 
in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

Not affected much yet. But then we oper-
ate on a CASH basis around here, so we are 
not drowning in credit card debt while the 
cost of gas and food skyrockets. Do not drive 
45 miles to Sandpoint just to shop anymore. 

DOROTHY. 

I want to thank you for keeping us in-
formed of what is going on from your point 
of view. I, myself, am very disappointed in 
the lack of positive actions that affect the 
‘‘people’’ of this great nation with regards to 
fuel. We have been listening to lots of talk 
and promises for years since the shot across 
the bow by foreign oil in the seventies. We 
are the father of nuclear power and seem to 
be last in the world to take advantage of it. 
Let us get with the program. There are far 
too many environmental laws that do not 
allow us to develop as we should. Let us look 
at these laws or, better yet, suspend all envi-
ronmental considerations during this emer-
gency until the economy and prices get back 
to normal. Let us start tomorrow and take 
advantage of our own resources in this coun-
try and get away from foreign oil, we can do 
it and do it fast. Let private industry do 
what they are capable of and let the govern-
ment get out of the way other than to re-
move regulations that stop progress. There 
are too many regulations on the books now 
and, in many cases, they contradict each 
other. 

[Some examples:] hydrogen fuel cells for 
housing and transportation, and solar energy 
for heating water and electricity. Every new 
house built in this nation should be required 
from now on to use solar and wind power as 
much as possible and be capable of upgrade 
as new technologies come on line. The power 
grid as we now know it is in big trouble, so 
let us start getting off of it. Do not even 
think about getting rid of hydroelectric 
power from our dams. We should be adding 
more as we should to supply the growing de-
mands and not buckle under to a handful of 
tree huggers as was the case in Boise County 
on the Payette River a few years ago. 

I think your estimate of $200 a month for 
fuel is real conservative; in many cases, it is 
double that. I have watched mushroom soup 
go from $.32 a can to $1.50+, and that is to-
tally unacceptable. To me, making fuel out 
of our food supply is a little crazy. Let us not 
get carried away with the biofuel stuff until 
we know more about it. As I understand eth-
anol, it is not good for the environment and 
it takes more fuel to make it than it will 
produce. Petroleum and corn are the main 
ingredients in many, many, many everyday 
items I do not think most Americans are 
aware of; we can do better. 

I have been personally hit by this fuel and 
food crisis as I just retired from my state job 
to be able to visit my grandkids and rel-
atives and peruse our family tree and to get 
a break. I joined the U.S. Navy in 1963 when 
I was seventeen and have been going like hell 
ever since. I was medically retired from the 
US Navy with a medical discharge and VA 
disability. I am now one of the folks on a 
fixed income, and these prices did not appear 
on the horizon when the plans to retire were 
made. I am not sure how this will affect the 
big picture, but I do know I cannot travel as 
I had planned, and that is sad for the whole 
family. I have folks from Wisconsin to all 
the states in the Northwest to California. I 
did a short trip to Winnemucca, Nevada, 
from Boise, Idaho, for a softball game my 
granddaughter was in; round trip gas was 
$225 for my camper; it used to be $50. Where 
will it stop? I thank you for your letter and 
please put pressure on whoever is in the way 
to immediate progress to get out of the way. 
Remember the Manhattan Project and the 
first moon shot; it CAN be done. 

HAL, Boise. 

My husband is a logger and, because of the 
high price of gas, he has been off from work 
for six months. I wish every Congressman 
had to live on the same amount of money a 
week that we have tried to live on $300. We 
only go into town once every 8 to 10 days, 
and when we do go to town, we never go any-
where that is not on our list. Last month it 
cost us over $100 just to go into town four 
times. It [seems that Congress doesn’t have] 
regard for the working man’s life. [Perhaps] 
they should [try living the same way] we do 
and I am sure their outlook on our future 
would be different. We need to drill for oil in 
our own country and then do not let the gas 
companies sell the oil to other countries. It 
is time for a change and please let the 
change start soon. 

RUBY. 

I do not like the high gas prices, but what 
I detest is that, for years, it seems that 
many have preferred to posture and bicker 
about drilling/not drilling for oil, expanding/ 
limiting refinery growth, paying lip service 
to yet-to-be-available alternative energy 
sources, and demonizing the oil companies 
rather than making adult, farsighted deci-
sions about our energy needs and creating a 
responsible policy to meet our needs. 

The same actions that could have—and 
should have—been taken 10, 15, 20 years ago 
to put us in a better place today are still 
being proposed today and ignored again, 
often by the same people who made the 
faulty decisions about them originally. It is 
something that wouldn’t be tolerated in the 
private sector, where leadership would have 
been fired long ago for such incompetence. 
Congress needs to put the energy needs and 
associated security aspects of our country 
first and take prompt, forceful action or 
have the decency to get out of the way for 
someone who will. 

If we are not currently knowledgeable 
enough or committed enough to quickly de-
velop a full-blown, workable energy policy, 
here’s a temporary policy until we do: 

Drilling may not be the answer, but it is 
what we need to do while we discover or de-
velop the answer. 

Spread the word, Senator, and leave behind 
the short-term thinking of the past! 

GREGORY. 

The fuel prices are totally out of control. 
My husband and I run a charter fishing busi-
ness, which means we have to use hundreds 
of gallons of fuel every day. The most dis-
appointing part of the whole process is that 
the government could change things in a 
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heartbeat. I am tired of hearing that car 
manufacturers have until 2015 to come up 
with vehicles which will be improved to give 
around 35 miles per gallon. That is the way 
the government tries to ‘‘ease’’ the citizens’ 
concerns of skyrocketing fuel prices and 
allay fears of global warming. Right now, as 
I type this, there is a solution to the prob-
lem, an almost immediate solution, and I 
know there is not only one of them out 
there. One gentleman in Idaho has invented 
a carburetor which can be used on any type 
of vehicle and will increase fuel efficiency to 
around 70 miles to the gallon. So why, I ask 
with tears in my eyes, does the government 
not take a stand and mass produce the car-
buretors? Is not that a novel idea. . . . . 
imagine what effect that would have on the 
demand for fuel and therefore the quantity 
of fuel we would need to purchase from price 
gougers? The USA can put people on the 
moon but coming up with fuel efficient 
transportation is just way beyond their 
scope of capabilities. Why not take a stand 
and insist on an immediate improvement in 
fuel efficiency standards? That would at 
least be a start. Maybe it wouldn’t solve our 
demand for fuel but it might cut the demand 
in half. What about this story below—that 
explains how the government manipulates 
the public—it is a joke: 

Ron Brandt: 90 MPG Carburetor—Ron 
Brandt is the inventor of the perm-mag 
motor. He is of retirement age. When he was 
a young man, he invented a 90-mpg carbu-
retor. He was paid a visit by a man from 
Standard Oil, another man, and two men 
wearing U.S. Marshal uniforms. They told 
him that if he ever made another carburetor, 
they would kill him, his wife, and two young 
children. He was quickly persuaded that his 
life wasn’t worth a ‘‘damn’’ carburetor. He 
happened to think to memorize the badge 
numbers of the two U.S. Marshals, and so 
had an attorney in Washington, DC check 
with the U.S. Marshal’s office. They had no 
record of the two badge numbers. 

RENE. 

I normally go to Colorado to get my grand-
children for the summer; however, this year 
I have had to put it off for a while. Because 
my parents are both in their late 80s and my 
mother had cancer last year, I go to Florida 
every year around Thanksgiving. Having to 
save more for airline tickets means I do not 
have money for the local trips I normally 
take during the summer. I have even had to 
curtail my fishing. I have had to stop or go 
less often to my various camping spots. We 
generally have a family get together, but we 
are not this year because of the expense 
some would experience in traveling here. In 
short, we are traveling less, going less dis-
tance when we do travel and spending less at 
hotels and restaurants, but we are seeing 
less of our extended family. 

SHEILA. 

I am not surprised by the ‘‘high’’ prices for 
fuel. Most of Europe has paid these prices for 
years; when I was in Germany in the mid-80s 
the price was about $4/gallon. We have kept 
the fuel prices artificially low here in the 
U.S. for various reasons. This has led to 
waste (Hummers, Escalades, etc.) and dis-
incentive for change/improvements in our 
fuel/transportation situation. I am happy to 
see the prices climb, as this will force con-
servation, alternative energy types and im-
provements in fuel mileage, etc. We declared 
that this situation would never occur again 
in the early 70s with the OPEC slowdown on 
oil production—seems that our collective 
memories are rather short. 

GUSTAF, Moscow. 

All of my family is being hit very hard by 
the gas prices. I do not understand why any-

one would stand against us drilling oil on 
our own land and/or working towards any 
type of energy that would make us self-suffi-
cient against our enemies. I am ready to 
drill here in the U.S. Please support us. An-
other question: why, if we are spending bil-
lions of dollars supporting and rebuilding 
IRAQ, are we not getting some of their oil? 

CINDI. 

As soon as the price of fossil fuels, and the 
electorate’s reaction to it, drives the polit-
ical will in Washington and the rest of the 
world’s capitals to get serious about making 
policy that threatens to bring about the con-
version of our energy paradigm to self-re-
newing, non polluting, less profitable energy 
sources, which are available, simple, plenti-
ful and inexhaustible, look for oil to drop to 
$30 and gasoline prices to drop back below $2/ 
gallon. Through long experience, those who 
put profits above the health and well-being 
of future generations have learned how to 
milk the most possible money out of the 
market without killing the milk cow. The 
reason [some have] always been opposed to 
the REAL emphasis on self-renewing energy 
technologies that is needed to help those 
burgeoning industries get a level playing 
field with the fossil fuels powerhouses is that 
they are [financially connected to the oil, 
gas and coal industries. Recent presidential 
administrations have not set an example, re-
gardless of the party affiliation of the presi-
dent.] And THAT, Senator, is why you now 
have a special email address for remarks 
about fossil fuel prices. Thanks for your con-
cern. Wish it had come many years earlier! 

WILLIAM, Tetonia. 

Thank you for your email information on 
your stand on the economy and its ever- 
increasing price increases. 

I am a business owner and self employed. I 
care for two adult handicapped women and I 
am a co-partner in our painting business 
with my husband. We know that the increase 
of one major product strongly affects all 
products and services, specifically oil and 
electricity. I grew up in Alaska, and lived 
there for 18 years, especially at the time the 
Alaska Pipeline was put in place. My hus-
band worked in the oil fields of Wyoming in 
the early 1980s. We have personally seen the 
expansion and development of natural re-
sources. We now reside in Eastern Idaho. We 
have seen the increased use of wind towers to 
generate wind electricity. Knowing the days 
of wind compared to the days of no wind in 
Eastern Idaho, we appreciate the justifica-
tion of tapping this source of energy. 

I have seen inventions that create more ec-
onomical use of the gasoline powered vehi-
cles, and then the invention is halted, or 
made to disappear, because it gets people too 
good gas mileage. Hydro engines are an ex-
ample, and gasoline engines that get 50 or 
more miles to the gallon. I witnessed the 
electrical price increases every year for the 
last 15 years. While the average citizen just 
has to sit by and take it, I think it is crimi-
nal how those who govern the sources of 
electricity and oil consider their resources a 
priceless commodity, and are encouraged to 
increase the price of them at a drop of a sug-
gestion. It is interesting how we create the 
need and dependency for electricity and oil, 
only to have created a destructive power to 
control the price and supply of the need. 

Sometimes I consider the foresight of our 
forefathers recognizing the impact that 
greed and pride which puts one’s value above 
another, how this concept seems to be the 
ever-increasing normal opinion of control-
ling business, and how they can take advan-
tage of those who contribute to their wealth. 
I believe the answers are already there, the 
solutions of resource and need have already 

been developed, but the pride of those who 
control outweighs the circumstance of finan-
cial availability for the everyday person. 

It is great to acknowledge that gas prices 
went ridiculously high, but the reasons for 
them are at best made to protect those who 
imposed the increases. I am constantly re-
minded of the gas shortage of the late 1970s. 
People lined up, only being allowed to pur-
chase a few dollars of gas to get to work. The 
biggest pretense for the reasoning power be-
hind this was to increase gas prices; there 
was NO shortage then, there is NO shortage 
now. Those who have seen and know the 
process of control understand how a little in-
formation is necessary, but the full puzzle 
pieces kept from being put in place can cre-
ate loopholes and safety nets for those in the 
controlling power of supply and demand. The 
public of America does not know the amount 
of capped off and reserved oil wells drilled 20, 
30 or more years ago, here in America. We, as 
a public, are not informed as to the actual 
amount of oil that truly goes out of Alaska. 
One could surmise to the extent, because of 
the ‘dividend’ cash given to its residents for 
over 20 years now. 

America’s, Idaho citizens see what is really 
going on; we have just been conditioned to 
have the feeling we have no power or say in 
how it goes in our favor. We have been 
taught by the public system that govern-
ment and its process are left to elected offi-
cials; that supply and demand concepts are 
in the control of those with the most mate-
rial wealth and power. 

If our elected officials really want to help 
make a difference, then say what needs to be 
done and the process to make it happen. The 
power of wealth may be strong, but the 
power of numbers may overturn that philos-
ophy one day. History repeats itself often. 
America became America because a re-
pressed people sought to be free of ‘‘tyr-
anny.’’ It is a process of greed and power 
that creates tyranny, and so the process will 
continue until the greed and power of those 
who impose it on others cease. 

I appreciate your time in hearing my 
thoughts on the matter. 

Sincerely, 
ANNETTE. 

We are on fixed income (retired). Our an-
nual income is about $50,000. All our vehicles 
are debt-free, but they are 1999 models. Our 
car gets 31 mpg, and the pickup gets 16 mpg. 
We cannot afford to buy new more energy-ef-
ficient vehicles, so if the auto industry sud-
denly produces a car that gets 40 mpg, we 
cannot afford to buy it. 

We have family in Denver and Alaska. We 
had planned to travel to both places periodi-
cally, but cannot due to the energy prices. 

We do not have a choice to buy our gas at 
a reduction in that all the stations in our 
town are basically at the same rate per gal-
lon (price fixing??). 

Our house cost and household energy costs 
are rather stable at this time so the excess 
funds needed for gas/diesel has to be taken 
from our grocery bill and optional health 
care elections that we may need. 

The rhetoric about how Congress is going 
to fix matters—it is not as simple as waving 
a magic wand. Nothing I have heard thus far 
is immediate unless our Middle East 
‘‘friends’’ decide to be compassionate toward 
a country that has volunteered to free them 
from the enslaving control of dictators. 

We need immediate relief . . . not plati-
tudes about ‘‘plans on the horizon.’’ Unfortu-
nately, no one has made long range energy 
plans and now we are paying for it. 

Congress has succumbed to the environ-
mentalists and has forgotten ‘‘Joe Average 
Citizen.’’ This is my opinion, but neverthe-
less is true. 

ROBERT, Idaho Falls. 
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