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He was on his second tour of duty in
Iraq.

Jeremy enjoyed playing with his
children, hunting, fishing, and moun-
tain biking. Friends and family will
miss Jeremy’s laughter and infectious
smile.

Sergeant Vrooman gave his all for
his soldiers and his country. Our Na-
tion owes him a debt of gratitude, and
the best way to honor his life is to
emulate his commitment to our coun-
try. Madam President, I join with all
South Dakotans in expressing my deep-
est sympathy to the family and friends
of Sergeant Vrooman. He will be
missed, but his service to our Nation
will never be forgotten.

———

34TH ANNIVERSARY OF TURKEY'’S
INVASION OF CYPRUS

Ms. MIKULSKI. Madam President, I
rise to commemorate the 34th anniver-
sary of Turkey’s invasion of the island
of Cyprus. Today, Cyprus remains a di-
vided island, with a third of the terri-
tory still occupied by Turkish forces.

Over the years, numerous United Na-
tions resolutions have called for the re-
spect of the sovereignty and independ-
ence of the Republic of Cyprus and for
an immediate end to the Turkish occu-
pation. The Government and people of
Cyprus are ready to make compromises
to achieve peace and to reunify the is-
land. We must continue to stand with
them to fight for a fair and reasonable
agreement—one that safeguards basic
freedoms and human rights for all Cyp-
riots.

I am proud of the partnership we
have with the Republic of Cyprus. Dur-
ing the evacuation of Lebanon in 2006,
Cyprus served as the primary transit
location for some 15,000 U.S. citizens
and was the launching point for hu-
manitarian aid to the people of Leb-
anon. As a member of the European
Union, the Government of Cyprus has
worked to improve the economic via-
bility of all its citizens and has taken
important steps to integrate the Turk-
ish-Cypriot community.

Madam President, I welcome the re-
newed interest in the efforts for a com-
prehensive and fair solution to reunify
Cyprus. I urge the Government of Tur-
key to cooperate with the negotiations
and I applaud the people of Cyprus for
their steadfast commitment to secur-
ing a peaceful and prosperous future.

———

TRIBUTE TO POLISH FOREIGN
MINISTER GEREMEK

Ms. MIKULSKI. Madam President, I
rise to honor the life and legacy of
Bronislaw Geremek—scholar, dip-
lomat, and Polish patriot—who passed
away on Sunday, July 13.

Bronislaw Geremek played a key role
in Poland’s transition from com-
munism to democracy. The Solidarity
movement is known as a labor move-
ment. In 1980, an obscure electrician
jumped over the wall of the Gdansk
shipyard and took the world with him.
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Yet behind these workers stood leading
Polish academics and intellectuals,
like Professor Geremek. The scholars
became advisers to the workers. Pro-
fessor Geremek was imprisoned by the
Communist government during the
dark days of martial law.

Professor Geremek was instrumental
in the negotiations that led to the elec-
tion of 1989. These elections brought
the Solidarity government to power
and ended Communist control of Po-
land. This peaceful transition was a
model for other nations.

I got to know Minister Geremek dur-
ing the debate on NATO Enlargement.
Poland was taking the difficult steps to
become a free market democracy. Yet
Poland yearned to be a true partner in
Europe. That meant joining the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization.

The Senate had a robust debate on
enlarging NATO. I argued that the new
democracies would strengthen NATO
and share the burden of European de-
fense.

In the years since, Poland has shown
the world why NATO membership was
so important. In Kosovo, in Iraq, in Af-
ghanistan—Poland has stood by the
side of the United States and the mem-
bers of NATO.

I was with Foreign Minister Geremek
in Madrid—when Poland signed the ar-
ticles of enlargement. I joined Presi-
dent Clinton in Warsaw to celebrate. It
was a historic time for America and for
Poland.

Bronislaw Geremek’s achievements
will live on in the history books. His
legacy is a Poland that is democratic
and free—and a true friend and ally of
the United States.

————

IDAHOANS SPEAK OUT ON HIGH
ENERGY PRICES

Mr. CRAPO. Madam President, in
mid-June, I asked Idahoans to share
with me how high energy prices are af-
fecting their lives, and they responded
by the hundreds. The stories, num-
bering over 1,000, are heartbreaking
and touching. To respect their efforts,
I am submitting every e-mail sent to
me through energy_prices@crapo
.senate.gov to the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD. This is not an issue that will
be easily resolved, but it is one that de-
serves immediate and serious atten-
tion, and Idahoans deserve to be heard.
Their stories not only detail their
struggles to meet everyday expenses,
but also have suggestions and rec-
ommendations as to what Congress can
do now to tackle this problem and find
solutions that last beyond today. I ask
unanimous consent to have today’s let-
ters printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

Thanks for your stand. I believe you have
it exactly right. I sent you an e-mail a
month ago with some of my thoughts, but
here are a few more. I work in the distribu-
tion business. With the cost of diesel almost
$6, it is inflating the cost of all our products.
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We have already had increases the when
printed are the size of a phone book. We are
seeing a big slow down in our business that
is directly related to the cost of fuel. It has
a domino effect in that our customers are
cutting back because the average business
and home owner does not have extra money
to spend because it is all going to fuel. If it
gets any higher I see it destroying our econ-
omy. There will be an ever increasing slow-
down in the economy as everyone cuts back
more and more. Thanks for your hard work.
DENNIS, Meridian

It is time the Congress and Senate quit
looking for stories and do something! Amer-
ica needs to be independent from foreign oil
and energy. We need an energy bill brought
before President Bush before [a new Presi-
dent is elected]. Items that need addressed:
domestic construction of nuclear power,
clean use of coal, renewable energy re-
sources, construction of new clean tech-
nology, oil refineries, renewed domestic pro-
duction of oil, legislation that would hold
those accountable for hindering achieving
these goals by crying about ‘‘not in my back-
yard.” [Such] people are a threat to our na-
tional security. Where is this legislation you
claim to strongly support?

Mr. Crapo, I am 39 years old. I have worked
hard and look forward to being able to
achieve a comfortable life in retirement. I
am afraid that our country is going in a di-
rection where that will be the least of my
concerns. It costs me over $5 a day to get to
work, and I live less than 15 miles from
work. With what those of you in Washington
are currently doing, prices will only worsen.
[The] negligence in previously addressing
these needs has brought our nation to its
current economic distress. You can’t just
support issues; you need to take the lead in
promoting new policies.

Give me something to judge you by your
actions.

ROB.

SENATOR, Nightly, I listen to a number of
pundits and politicos debate the ‘‘solutions”
to our energy problems. One of the more ri-
diculous ones is mandating people switch to
higher fuel efficiency automobiles (i.e., buy a
new car). As a small business owner, our
health insurance premiums have just gone
up (again), the minimum wage has risen, gro-
cery costs are rising and our 401k is dimin-
ishing. The very thought of anyone in Con-
gress telling me I have to replace my ‘‘paid
for”’ cars, and take out a loan to buy a new
(more energy efficient) car is ludicrous!! Gas-
oline would have to be over $10 a gallon to
make economic sense to my family, in lieu
of absorbing a car payment.

I support drilling offshore and in ANWR, as
well as shale o0il extraction. I think it is time
that the world’s most technologically-ad-
vanced nation illustrate to the world the
most technologically-advanced means of ex-
tracting energy. I am deeply offended that
the United States government, who cannot
profitably manage Amtrak, the U.S. Postal
Service, or even its own Senate cafeteria,
has the audacity to pretend to convince me
that they know more about ‘‘safe and sound”
energy extraction than the companies that
are professionals in this endeavor. I hear
people crying about how drilling in the U.S.
might ‘‘spoil national resources’! I would be
willing to wager that if we were not depend-
ent upon Middle Eastern oil, we could have,
most likely, saved about 4,000 U.S. service-
men and women’s lives. That cost of natural
resource is infinitely greater than a handful
of caribou!

Respectfully,
DANIEL, Boise.
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Thank you for your time. I am on Social
Security and believe me, if I could work, I
would. But I cannot. So, as a person who is
now on the bottom half of an almost pretend
income, it took more over $800 last year for
hearing, not including the $356 that is all I
need for help. I personally would love to have
a new pair of teeth; the ones I have are bro-
ken and pretty useless. But can I even save
to get a pair of teeth? I am weighing in at 101
pounds, because all of my money goes to pro-
pane and forget about going anywhere. My
gas budget only allows me to go to doctors,
and then I go to the store. I worked until I
got hurt. I raised four children. They all
work every day, and their wives and hus-
band. I taught my children to always be
kind, helpful and to be good people. I am sick
of paying money to places that have every
want to Kkill us. What did happen to our
rights, and why are you not all fighting
harder. Even the money we use has been al-
lowed to be changed. What is wrong with the
people in power? I live off $6,000 a year and
have no rights. What is wrong? Thank you.

MARYLYNNA.

I am unhappy with the spin stories that
the media tries to share that our prices are
not comparable to those in Europe. They for-
get to tell everyone that the taxes on their
gas prices are 1/3 to 1/2 the price per gallon.
Our taxes are not unreasonable right now,
but the price per gallon is. We are rural resi-
dents and must drive to work. Our income
has changed radically in the past 2 years and
leaves us with no money to spare for the
extra gas cost. We pay our own insurance
and that has just taken a 25% premium hike.
My parents live in St. George, Utah, and that
makes the cost of travel even more of a con-
cern. They are 80 and 75 and presently inde-
pendent of any special care needs, but the
cost of heating/ac and travel will be a burden
for them and the family as well. I believe in
taking action on the possibilities of drilling
for oil at home, nuclear energy, and coal use.
I am so sick and tired of the environmental
nut cases taking over our country and with-
out logic, locking us into unrealistic laws,
taxes, and restrictions that make the U.S.A.
weak and unprepared for things that will
leave us at the mercy of even greater issues
than gas prices. I appreciate your informa-
tion and concern. I hope you can bring some
sense to your fellow Senators. Thank you.

SUSAN, Rexburg.

Thank you for your e-mail. Yes, we agree
these prices are out of control. Why are we
not drilling in our own country? I cannot be-
lieve the environmentalists have such con-
trol of this. There must be more to this than
we hear about. Is there anything coming up
before Congress to be able to start being a
self-sufficient country with our energy? All
these studies and research for alternative
fuel are a waste of time and money. We have
plenty of oil right here. We as citizens of
Idaho are counting on you and our other
Congressmen to get moving on this prob-

pening on this subject and why the prices are
out of control. Our dependency on other
countries can sink us. Please do some-

GARD and JERRIE.
In your second paragraph you parsed your
comment by saying ‘‘proven American oil
and gas reserves.” Does that mean that you
do not support further exploration for
unproven or unknown reserves? Thank you.
PAT.
My husband and I are Idaho residents, and
are retired with limited income because all
we basically have for income is our indi-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

vidual Social Security and my pension,
which is small through the company I re-
tired from--Albertson’s corporate office pre-
viously in Boise.

My primary health insurance is with Medi-
care, and I do have a secondary retiree insur-
ance through Blue Cross/Blue Shield of Minn.
(Supervalu). Unfortunately, since Medicare
pays 80%, Blue Cross will not pay the bal-
ance (it’s a carved policy) until I meet the
annual max of $2,500 per year out-of-pocket.
My monthly cost is $263.90 with a $500 de-
ductible. To top it off, Supervalu cancelled
all dental and vision coverage on retirees
that I previously had with Albertson’s. For-
tunately, my husband is a disabled veteran
with a 10% disability with diabetes, so he
can get a lot of help through the VA.

We have wintered in Mesa, Arizona, for the
past five years. We do have a 38-foot Class A
motor home that we have travelled back and
forth in, but feel because of the high gas
prices, we may be forced to sell. We do still
owe on it, so probably is not the best time to
sell.

I am going to try to find work when I re-
turn to Mesa this fall, but I am also 69 years
old, so this might be difficult.

The high gas prices are not only hurting
people who have to work and maybe travel a
distance like a lot of people employed in
Boise that live in Meridian, Nampa, Caldwell
or even Emmett or Mountain Home. I re-
member working with some of these people.
A lot of them carpooled then, but also the re-
tired people like me and others who have
worked hard all these years looking forward
to our retirement years to hopefully afford
to do some travelling let alone trying to
exist from month to month.

We would appreciate anything you can do
to help bring down gas prices. We do drive a
Honda CRV, which helps some with mileage,
but we are making monthly payments on it
too.

Sincerely,
AVLIN, Boise.

What we need to do is drop the tariffs on
ethanol imports-particularly from Brazil.
Oour government-sponsored corn-ethanol
push is a bad idea and should be halted im-
mediately.

Sincerely,
WILL.

On a Sunday Fox News program, Senator
Dorgan stated that the commodity oil specu-
lators are the blame for the rising costs of
gas. The oil industries profits were 7.45%;
industrials, 8.2%; the commodity (money
vultures), pensions hedge funds, Dubai and
others, 80%.

On June 3, 2008, the Senate Commerce
Committee held a hearing. Suggest you get a
copy.

Mr. Greenberger (one of the witnesses) tes-
tified that Congress, by revising the law on
December 15, 1999, is the cause of the prob-
lem. He stated that Congress can fix the
problem immediately to cause o0il prices to
drop 256%.

As of today (June 16, 2008), Congress has
not acted. [Congress must act to correct the
problem; we should be able to start pumping
our own oil. It is not acceptable that we can-
not use our own nation’s resources like
ANWR.]

JON.

I think $200 a month is very conservative.
To fill most tanks, it is $100 plus. People are
not able to take vacations as they planned.
People will have to stay right at home more.
The only way to really help us is to drill and
open up capped wells in the U.S. Yes, if we
drill it will take awhile to get things to mar-
ket, but we have to start some time. Had we
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shut the environmentalists down ten years
ago, these new wells would be producing now
and in our tanks. Please don’t keep putting
this off. Middle east, Argentina, Mexico
could cut us off any time they want. Drill
our own wells, uncap the ones that are al-
ready here. Shut down environmentalist ex-
tremists!
Thank you.
KAYE, Idaho Falls.

We have not taken trips to Boise or Stan-
ley Basin to visit family on the weekends or
holidays. $100 in gas is just beyond our budg-
et. We also have not utilized our motor home
for anything except a trip to the South Hills
to go tubing in over a year.

Basically, it has limited our recreation and
family travel.

We also have cut back on eating out. We
are waiting for our tax rebate in order to
take a much-needed vacation somewhere and
when we do, it will be close by, IN Idaho.

We do not drive our truck except to haul
stuff to the dump.

KAYLA.

This probably does not fit your agenda, but
actually gasoline prices have been a lot
worse. I paid a much higher percentage of
my income when I was stationed overseas.
The Energy Information Administration
says we were reaching much deeper into our
pockets to pay for gasoline in 1980 than last
year. The real difference is that today’s
money buys less value. So the best way the
government can keep gasoline affordable is
to stop creating inflation. The next thing
you do is require automobile makers to de-
liver cars that get better mileage. USA cars
need to be more competitive.

JAMES.

Drill here, drill now.

WILLIAM.

Reference the high cost of energy, I expect
you to vote to release the vast reserves of oil
and other energy sources held hostage under
the land masses in the United States that
are ‘“‘protected” by environmental minorities
and their monetary vote-buying policies.

The energy crisis is manipulation, when
our abundant supplies are made available,
supply and demand will suddenly bring
prices to a livable level.

Until these changes taken place, our coun-
try and its place as a world power are threat-
ened.

This fuel crisis has already reached a crit-
ical point as you know. Our nation cannot
support itself, let alone the many countries
in the world, when its people are living in a
state of economic slavery.

Do the right thing and stand for the people
that keep this great country free.

LYLE.

I agree with your positions on energy and
believe strongly that we need to stop export-
ing our national wealth and financial secu-
rity to the Middle East. We need to develop
a strong nuclear program and provide finan-
cial incentives to consumers and businesses
to select more fuel efficient options for their
cars and heating needs. We also need to
gradually but steadily increase a tax on gas-
oline that will be used for public transpor-
tation as the Europeans have done for dec-
ades. We Americans subsidize roads too heav-
ily at the expense of other modes of trans-
portation and our government agencies who
focus on transportation do not work to-
gether. For instance, in the Wood River Val-
ley, the planning for the highway, bus serv-
ices, airport relocation and light rail connec-
tions to the airport, Twin, and Amtrak in
Shoshone should be done cohesively, and
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with long term (650+) year horizon rather
than by separate agencies with no budget
sharing possibilities.

JOAN, Sun Valley.

Thank you for your letter regarding the
high prices of gas and oil. I absolutely agree
that many things need to be done to lower
the prices. You mentioned many things, but
action needs to be taken now in all areas you
mentioned.

My husband and I are retired so we do not
need to drive as much as others, but we have
very little possibility of having an increase
in our income to compensate for the high gas
prices. We do, however, buy things that are
affected by the rising prices in everything.
Please take some action and report that to
us.

One thing you did not mention is the war
situation in Iraq. If we need to stay for some
time because the country needs us, they
should be paying for our help with their oil
revenues.

ELLEN.

In response to your request for the Idaho
experience re gasoline prices: My wife and I
are recently retired as state of Idaho em-
ployees. As such, our income is now set and
we no longer can anticipate even the min-
iscule raises sometimes provided by the
state. As retirees we are certainly not
unique in that regard, but we share with
other retirees the inability to absorb the
rapid and unjustified escalation of energy
costs. We are fortunate to enjoy a com-
fortable home, although still with a mort-
gage. Because of the unjustified escalation of
gasoline prices, we now find ourselves lim-
iting our trips from home for shopping, med-
ical appointments, visiting family, and just
getting out of the house, to no more than
twice a week. Those trips are carefully
planned to incorporate as many needs as pos-
sible. Trips from home are now made for ne-
cessity. No longer do we enjoy the freedom
to hop in the car for a ‘‘frivolous’ jaunt. We
now frequently forego fresh produce because
of increased prices ostensibly the result of
higher transportation costs. We purchase
store brands in lieu of name brands. Dining
out is now a true luxury and even then we
often will order one meal and split it be-
tween ourselves. Clothes are sparingly pur-
chased at store sales, and even thrift outlets.

As said above, we realize we are not unique
in our circumstance. We understand that
there is a seemingly acceptable inflationary
scheme. But the inaction by Congress to
adopt a meaningful energy policy requires
this nation to rely on our enemies for our en-
ergy needs. It has also allowed the greed of
commodity speculation to exacerbate an in-
ordinate rise in prices to such an extent that
even the Saudi’s question its validity.

We categorically support a meaningful en-
ergy policy . . . one which eliminates detri-
mental environmental restrictions . . . real-
istic conservation . . . using our own oil re-
serves (ANWR, shale, offshore drilling), nu-
clear, wind, solar power . . . and build some
refineries. Equally important, identify
[those who are preventing commonsense
policies from being undertaken]. It is time
that those we have sent to Washington, D.C.
do what they have been elected to do. Too
many of us feel that this is not happening
now and has not happened for far too long.
Please share these comments with the rest of
the Idaho delegation. Thanks for the oppor-
tunity to express our thoughts.

FRED and SANDY, Meridian.
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO CAPTAIN CATHERINE
A. WILSON

e Mr. INOUYE. Madam President, I
would like to recognize a great Amer-
ican and true military heroine who has
honorably served our country for over
29 years in the U.S. Navy Nurse Corps:
CAPT Catherine A. Wilson.

In May, 2006, Captain Wilson assumed
command of Naval Hospital Bremerton.
Prior to reporting, she completed a
successful tour as the commanding of-
ficer of Expeditionary Medical Facil-
ity, Kuwait. Her command included the
U.S. military hospital and nine troop
medical clinics located throughout the
country. Prior to deploying, she served
as the executive officer, Naval Hospital
Camp Pendleton where she also com-
manded the fleet hospital.

Captain Wilson’s past assignments
included the Naval Medical Center
Portsmouth where she was the Direc-
tor of Fleet and Family Medicine. This
Directorate was staffed by over 2,600
personnel and covered six service
lines—family care, women and chil-
dren’s health, adult medical care, pre-
ventive care and wellness, emergent
and urgent care, and behavioral care,
plus nine branch medical clinics.

Captain Wilson served as the Deputy
Director of the TRICARE Mid-Atlantic
Region Lead Agent Office where she
had direct impact on all military and
civilian health care for over a million
beneficiaries in Virginia and North
Carolina. Her responsibilities included
the administration of a $3.1 billion
managed care support contract.

In 1999, she was selected as a congres-
sional detailee to my office, where she
advised me on all health-related issues.
Captain Wilson was a staff assistant for
the Senate Appropriations Committee,
Subcommittee for Defense, as well as
the Labor, Health, and Human Services
and HEducation Committee. Prior to
working on Capitol Hill, she served as
the Director of Regional Operations for
TRICARE Mid-Atlantic.

Captain Wilson also worked at the
Pentagon as the staff of the Assistant
Secretary of Defense, Health Affairs.
During this tour, she was the Deputy
Director for Force Management, Senior
Policy Analyst for TRICARE Oper-
ations Policy, and ultimately served as
the chief of staff for the Deputy Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense, health af-
fairs, for Health Services Operations
and Readiness. At that time, the MHS
was a $15.5 billion system, the Nation’s
second largest, and included the inte-
grated delivery of health care to more
than 8.2 million DOD beneficiaries
worldwide. Captain Wilson’s other ex-
ecutive management positions include
a 4-year tour at the Bureau of Medicine
and Surgery as the Deputy of Enlisted
Force Management and the Navy Sur-
geon General’s representative for HIV
and AIDS prevention education. Her
duty assignments include the Naval
Hospital Guantanamo Bay, Cuba;
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Naval Hospital Philadelphia; and the
National Naval Medical Center, Be-
thesda, MD.

Captain Wilson’s military awards in-
clude the Defense Meritorious Service
Medal, third award, Navy Meritorious
Service Medal, fourth award, Navy
Commendation Medal, Navy Military
Unit Commendation, second award,
Overseas Service Ribbon, the National
Defense Service Medal, second award,
and the Global War on Terrorism Expe-
ditionary Medal. She is entitled to
wear the Office of the Secretary of De-
fense identification badge and is the re-
cipient of the Uniformed Services Uni-
versity of the Health Sciences, USUHS,
Meritorious Service Award.

Captain Wilson’s educational back-
ground includes a bachelor of science
degree in nursing, a master of science
degree in trauma/critical care nursing
with a minor in education, and a mas-
ter of science degree in human re-
sources management and health policy.
She is also certified in managed care
by the Academy of Healthcare Manage-
ment and earned a certificate in legis-
lative studies from Georgetown Univer-
sity. She is married to Don D. Wilson,
CAPT, MSC, USN (Ret.) and has two
children and two grandchildren.

Captain Wilson is a meritorious lead-
er, administrator, clinician, educator,
and mentor. Throughout her career she
has served with valor and profoundly
impacted the entire Navy Medical De-
partment. Her performance reflects ex-
ceptionally on herself, the U.S. Navy,
the Department of Defense, and the
United States of America. I extend my
deepest appreciation to CAPT Cath-
erine A. Wilson on behalf of a grateful
nation for her more than 29 years of
dedicated military service.e

———

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ISLE
ROYALE WOLF/MOOSE STUDY

e Mr. LEVIN. Madam President, I
would like to take this opportunity to
recognize the 50th anniversary of the
initiation of the Isle Royale Wolf/
Moose research study, the longest run-
ning predator-prey study in the world.
Scientific research has both enlight-
ened and educated us, reshaping our
lives in many profound ways. Con-
tinuing to critically study our environ-
ment and our impact on it is integral
to our prosperity and survival as a na-
tion and planet and will help to ensure
future generations inherit a healthy
world in which to live and thrive.

The remote Isle Royale National
Park, located in the upper northwest
corner of Lake Superior, serves as an
““island laboratory’ for scientists to
study the interactions of the gray wolf
and its primary prey, the moose. Mr.
Durward Allen of Purdue University
founded this effort in 1958 as a result of
his desire to conduct research on an is-
land ‘“‘where the animals you are
counting and studying do not wander
away.” Today, Mr. Allen’s project is
led by Mr. Rolf Peterson and Mr. John
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