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For further information, please con-

tact Deborah Estes at (202) 224–5360 or 
Rosemarie Calabro at (202) 224–5039. 
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AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
Mr. BIDEN. Mr. president, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, July 16, 2008, at 
2:30 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions be authorized to meet, 
during the session of the Senate, to 
conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘Childhood 
Obesity: The Declining Health of Amer-
ica’s Next Generation—Part I’’ on 
Wednesday, July 16, 2008. The hearing 
will commence at 2:30 p.m. in room 430 
of the Dirksen Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Wednesday, July 16, 2008, at 10 a.m. 
to conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘The 
Global Nuclear Detection Architecture: 
Are We Building Domestic Defenses 
That Will Make the Nation Safer From 
Nuclear Terrorism?’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, July 16, 2008, at 
2:30 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate, to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘How the Administration’s Failed De-
tainee Policies Have Hurt the Fight 
Against Terrorism: Putting the Fight 
Against Terrorism on Sound Legal 
Foundations’’ on Wednesday, July 16, 
2008, at 10 a.m., in room SD–226 of the 
Dirksen Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION 
Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration be 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, July 16, 
2008, at 10 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING 

Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Special 
Committee on Aging be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Wednesday, July 16, 2008 from 10:30 
am–12:30 p.m. in Dirksen 562 for the 
purpose of conducting a hearing. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON CLEAN AIR AND NUCLEAR 
SAFETY 

Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Clean Air and Nuclear 
Safety be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, July 16, 2008 at 10 a.m. in room 406 
of the Dirksen Senate Office Building 
to hold a hearing entitled, ‘‘Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission’s Licensing 
and Relicensing Processes for Nuclear 
Plants.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON PUBLIC LANDS AND FORESTS 

Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Public Lands and For-
ests be authorized to meet during the 
session of the Senate to conduct a 
hearing on Wednesday, July 16, 2008, at 
2:30 p.m., in room SD–366 of the Dirk-
sen Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT OF GOVERNMENT 

MANAGEMENT, THE FEDERAL WORKFORCE, 
AND THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs’ Subcommittee on 
Oversight of Government Management, 
the Federal Workforce, and the Dis-
trict of Columbia be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Wednesday, July 16, 2008, at 2 p.m. 
to conduct a hearing entitled, ‘‘A Do-
mestic Crisis with Global Implications: 
Reviewing the Human Capital Crisis at 
the State Department.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Jeffrey Phan, 
a fellow in my office, be permitted 
floor privileges today. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that two law clerks 
from my staff—Rob Abraham and 
Ysmael Fonseca—and Jordan LaClair, 
an intern in my office, be granted floor 
privileges for the remainder of this 
work period. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

HONORING THURGOOD MARSHALL 
Mr. SALAZAR. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H. Con. Res. 381, which was re-
ceived from the House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 381) 

honoring and recognizing the dedication and 
achievements of Thurgood Marshall on the 
100th anniversary of his birth. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the concurrent 
resolution. 

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, this 
month marks the 100th anniversary of 
the birth of Justice Thurgood Mar-
shall, a legal giant who left an endur-
ing imprint on the Nation. As an advo-
cate, he challenged his country to live 
up to its promises of equal justice for 
all citizens. As a jurist, he served as 
our collective conscience and articu-
lated our deepest convictions. Today 
we pay tribute to this American hero, 
and we recognize that our democracy is 
stronger because he lived. 

Justice Marshall was the great 
grandson of a slave. He attended seg-
regated schools in Baltimore. From 
these humble origins, he rose to be-
come the first African American to be 
Solicitor General of the United States, 
to sit on the Second Circuit Court of 
Appeals, and to serve on the highest 
court in the land. 

Justice Marshall, however, was more 
than a legal pioneer. He worked tire-
lessly to realize his vision of civil 
rights lawyers acting as social engi-
neers who would change America for 
the better. He endured countless hard-
ships and risked his life traveling 
through the South seeking to secure 
civil rights. Justice Marshall did so be-
cause of his abiding faith that racial 
injustice was incompatible with our 
highest ideals. He believed America 
could be more inclusive and our democ-
racy more expansive than the Founders 
ever imagined. 

Because of his audacious work and 
his indomitable spirit, our children and 
grandchildren are able to learn and live 
together. Minority candidates can—and 
have—run for public office, and we are 
part of living history as Senator 
BARACK OBAMA continues his campaign 
to become this country’s first African- 
American President. The poor and the 
powerless cannot be compelled to con-
fess to a crime while under duress. And 
all Americans enjoy strengthened pri-
vacy and first amendment protections. 
These are some of the many achieve-
ments of Justice Marshall. 

Despite his enormous contributions, 
Justice Marshall’s work to secure basic 
rights for all remains unfulfilled. 
Today, racial bias persists and human 
rights violations continue to challenge 
our commitment to equal justice. 
Equally disturbing, the current Su-
preme Court has begun closing the 
courthouse doors to those Americans 
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most in need of the Court’s protection 
and rolling back decades of progress on 
civil rights. 

I recall a 1992 Independence Day 
speech by Justice Marshall where he 
eloquently reminded us that guarding 
our precious rights requires constant 
vigilance. He said: ‘‘Democracy just 
cannot flourish amid fear. Liberty can-
not bloom amid hate.’’ 

As we honor this great man today, 
let our tribute be a renewed commit-
ment to ensuring that our Federal 
courts are comprised of men and 
women who share Justice Marshall’s 
commitment to protecting our funda-
mental freedoms and securing equal 
justice for all. 

Mr. SALAZAR. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the con-
current resolution be agreed to, the 
preamble be agreed to, the motions to 
reconsider be laid upon the table, with 
no intervening action or debate, and 
that any statements relating to the 
concurrent resolution be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The concurrent resolution (H. Con. 
Res. 381) was agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 

APPOINTMENT 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Chair, on behalf of the majority leader, 
pursuant to Section 154 of Public Law 
108–199, as amended, appoints the fol-
lowing Senator as Vice Chairman of 
the Senate Delegation to the U.S.-Rus-
sia Interparliamentary Group con-
ference during the 110th Congress: The 
Honorable JUDD GREGG of New Hamp-
shire. 

Mr. SALAZAR. Madam President, I 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. SALAZAR. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, JULY 17, 
2008 

Mr. SALAZAR. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
Senate completes its business today, it 
stand adjourned until 10 a.m. tomor-
row, Thursday, July 17; that following 
the prayer and pledge, the Journal of 
proceedings be approved to date, the 
morning hour be deemed expired, the 

time for the two leaders be reserved for 
their use later in the day, and the ma-
jority leader be recognized for a mo-
tion to proceed; following the majority 
leader’s motion, the Senate proceed to 
a period of morning business with Sen-
ators permitted to speak for up to 10 
minutes each, with the Republicans 
controlling the first 30 minutes and the 
majority controlling the next 30 min-
utes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PROGRAM 

Mr. SALAZAR. Madam President, 
following the prayer and the pledge, it 
is the majority leader’s intention to 
move to proceed to the consideration of 
S. 3268, the speculation bill. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

Mr. SALAZAR. Madam President, if 
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate stand adjourned 
under the previous order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 8:30 p.m., adjourned until Thursday, 
July 17, 2008, at 10 a.m. 
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