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my State of Colorado, I have seen what
has happened since 2004 when we passed
a renewable portfolio standard, and we
have gone from a point where we had
almost no alternative energy, where we
were not harnessing the power of the
wind—we had almost zero energy being
produced from the wind—to the point
today where we are producing over
1,000 megawatts of power from wind.
That is about the equivalent of the
power generated from three coal-fired
powerplants.

We were nowhere in terms of biofuels
and ethanol. Yet because of policies we
have passed in this Congress, today we
have ethanol plants that have sprouted
up across the eastern plains, giving a
new potential and meaning for that
part of rural America which has been
so forgotten. So there are economic op-
portunities that also drive this agenda
that we are on.

I hope as we enter into this debate
tomorrow, and perhaps in the week
ahead, we join together to try to set
America free. When I look at how we
are going to do that, in terms of our
overdependence on foreign oil, it seems
to me there are a number of things
that we can do to get rid of that over-
dependence on foreign oil and, at the
same time, make sure we are trying to
do everything we can within our power
to provide some relief to the consumers
of America, to the American citizens
who are suffering every day when they
fill up their cars at the pump. The
farmers, who are filling up their John
Deere tractors, are having to pay $1,000
every time they fill up the tractor or
the combine; or the trucker, who is
having to spend over $1,000—in fact,
$5,000 for the big semitrucks—every
time they have to fill their truck with
diesel.

I hope we embrace this and that we
can be smart about it. I would offer
four concepts, in general. First, I think
there is a way in which we can produce
more oil. We can do it in many areas,
including from the Alaska petroleum
reserve. There are a number of other
places where we can embrace the pro-
duction of more oil for America.

Secondly, we need to stay the course
in terms of pushing forward an aggres-
sive agenda on alternative fuels. More
can be done, including how we
incentivize the production of biofuels.

Third is that we continue to look for-
ward to ways of using what we have
more efficiently through conservation
measures that we know can stretch out
our supplies in a much more significant
way, where we have not done what we
should have been doing in the last 30
years.

Fourth is research and the develop-
ment of new technology. We now know
the hybrid plug-ins and the new bat-
teries that are being developed can
help us create a national fleet that can
be much more productive in terms of
how we ultimately use this very scarce
resource that we call petroleum and
gasoline.

So I hope we can, in fact, come to-
gether in a bipartisan fashion to put
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together a package that will make
sense. I will make a quick comment
about oil shale.

0Oil shale is a very important re-
source for our Nation. It is a resource
that we understand in Colorado has
been there for a long time, since the
1920s when it was predicted that oil
shale essentially was going to be the
panacea to all of the oil needs of the
entire world. I recognize that most of
the trillion or so barrels of oil that
have been calculated to exist in the re-
serves of oil shale are actually beneath
the lands of my State, beneath the
lands of the western slope, one of the
most beautiful places and congres-
sional districts in the entire United
States of America.

So I believe we are already on a path-
way to try to develop the technology
to make sure that oil shale provides an
opportunity for America in the future.
That is why the research and develop-
ment leases, which the Department of
Interior issued under the authority we
have provided to them, have been
issued. That is why companies have in-
vested to figure out whether the tech-
nology is there to be able to develop oil
from the shale in place. That is why
they are looking at what the require-
ments are going to be in terms of elec-
tricity that will be required in order to
be able to heat the oil shale in place.
That is why they are trying to figure
out if this technology works, how
much water it will take to develop this
oil from the shale.

So I think we have developed a
thoughtful way forward, and I am
hopeful we can support the thoughtful
way forward that we have already de-
veloped. A few months ago, in the En-
ergy Committee, the Assistant Sec-
retary testified before the committee. I
had questions that I directed to him
about oil shale, where he thinks it
might be going. He said to me in the
line of questioning that, at the end of
the day, there is no way we will be pro-
ducing oil from shale until, the ear-
liest, 2015. That was his testimony,
2015.

I have a letter I have talked about
before on the floor of the Senate from
Chevron that also said the same
thing—that it is a long way off. So I
hope as we move forward on the debate
about our energy future, we can be bold
and aggressive and that we can provide
relief as soon as we can to the citizens
of America who are hurting so much,
and that we can also take the long-
term view in terms of what we need to
do to set America free.

As we look at the potential solutions,
we need to look at them in a realistic
way in terms of the technology we
have available to us and the limita-
tions that we also face as Americans.

I thank the Chair for serving as the
Presiding Officer and allowing me to
make these comments.

I yield the floor.
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EXTENSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

Mr. SALAZAR. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate extend morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak for up to 10
minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

VOTE EXPLANATION

Mr. WARNER. Madam President, I
have advised the Senate leadership
that I will be necessarily absent from
the Senate for the balance of this
week. Today, were I able to be present
for the vote on final passage of S. 2731,
the President’s Emergency Plan for
AIDS Relief, PEPFAR, I would have
voted in favor of the bill.

————

GERALDINE TABOR HALL

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, I was sad-
dened to learn that Mrs. Geraldine
Tabor Hall has passed away.

Gerry, as her friends called her, was
the wife of Judge K.K. Hall, or K.K. as
his friends called him. She was a re-
tired registered nurse, a great West
Virginian, and a very dear friend. My
beloved wife Erma and I spent many an
evening with the Halls. We would often
stay with Gerry and Judge Hall when
we were in Charleston, and always
found her to be a most gracious and
generous hostess.

Over the years, Gerry and Erma be-
came particularly close. They enjoyed
each other’s company immensely.
Maybe it was because they had so
much in common.

Both Gerry and Erma were as elegant
as they were ‘‘down home,” and both
were perfect partners to their hus-
bands.

Both had a lot to put up with in their
husbands, busy public servants whose
careers required a great deal from their
wives. They were both patient, deeply
kind, and tremendously devoted to the
State of West Virginia. Neither ever
sought the limelight, but each accepted
a certain amount of standing in it.

Both Gerry and Erma were su-
premely good listeners. Judge K.K.
Hall could be quite a character. He had
a grand sense of humor, and Gerry was
always sure to laugh at his stories. And
when I delivered a speech or performed
with a good string band back home,
Erma listened attentively and nodded
along. Both women had heard it all
time and again, but there they were,
always with their warm smiles, hearty
laughs, and steady applause, as if it
were the first time.

Like Erma, Mrs. Hall was a most gra-
cious host. During my long and bitter
1982 Senate election, I recall how often
she would answer the door late at night
to find myself and my able assistant
during that campaign, Jim Huggins,
standing on her porch, expecting to
spend the night in the comfort and
shelter of the Hall home. This often oc-
curred without warning, and, not infre-
quently, very late at night. But Gerry
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never complained, never portrayed the
slightest annoyance. She not only pro-
vided us with a place to stay for the
night, she cooked a solid breakfast for
us in the morning, and then would send
us on our way to our next campaign
stop.

I will miss this lovely and gracious
person. But I am sure that she and her
devoted husband, K.K., are together
now. And Erma is there. And K.K. is
practicing a tale to tell when we are all
reunited again. And Erma and Gerry
will laugh and applaud as if they had
never heard it before.

THE SCENT OF THE ROSES
(Thomas Moore)
Let fate do her worst,
There are relics of joy,
Bright dreams of the past
That she cannot destroy.
That come in the nighttime
Of sorrow and care,
And bring back the features
That joy used to wear.
Long, long be my heart
With such memories filled,
Like the vase in which roses
Have once been distilled;
You may break, you may shatter
The vase, if you will,
But the scent of the roses
Will hang ’round it still.
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CHANGES TO S. CON. RES. 70

Mr. CONRAD. Madam President, sec-
tion 312(c) of S. Con. Res. 70, the 2009
budget resolution, permits the chair-
man of the Senate Budget Committee
to adjust the section 312(b) discre-
tionary spending limits and allocations
pursuant to section 302(a) of the Con-
gressional Budget Act of 1974 for legis-
lation reported by the Senate Appro-
priations Committee that provides a
certain level of funding for fiscal year
2009 for four program integrity initia-
tives. The initiatives are: continuing
disability reviews and supplemental se-
curity income redeterminations, Inter-
nal Revenue Service tax enforcement,
health care fraud and abuse control,
and unemployment insurance improper
payment reviews.

The Senate Appropriations Com-
mittee reported S. 3230, the Depart-
ments of Labor, Health and Human
Services, and Education, and Related
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2009, on
July 8, 2008. That bill contains provi-
sions that fulfill the conditions of sec-
tion 312(c) for adjustments related to
continuing disability reviews and sup-
plemental security income redeter-
minations, health care fraud and abuse
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control, and unemployment insurance
improper payment reviews.

In addition, the Senate Appropria-
tions Committee reported S. 3260, the
Financial Services and General Gov-
ernment Appropriations Act, 2009, on
July 14, 2008. That bill contains provi-
sions that fulfill the conditions of sec-
tion 312(c) for Internal Revenue Service
tax enforcement.

As a result, for fiscal year 2009, I am
revising both the discretionary spend-
ing limits and the allocation to the
Senate Appropriations Committee for
discretionary budget authority and
outlays. The amount of the adjustment
is $968 million in budget authority and
$892 million in outlays. The revised dis-
cretionary limits and allocations for
discretionary budget authority and
outlays are the appropriate levels to be
used for enforcement during consider-
ation of the fiscal year 2009 appropria-
tions bills.

I ask unanimous consent that the fol-
lowing revisions to S. Con. Res. 70 be
printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2009—S. CON. RES. 70; REVISIONS TO THE CONFERENCE AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO SECTION 312(c) TO THE
ALLOCATION OF BUDGET AUTHORITY AND OUTLAYS TO THE SENATE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE AND THE SECTION 312(h) SENATE DISCRETIONARY SPENDING LIMITS

In millions of dollars

Initial allocation/

Revised allocation/
limit imi

Adjustment Jimit

FY 2009 Discretionary Budget Authority

1,011,718 968 1,012,686

FY 2009 Outlays

1,106,112 892 1,107,004

REMEMBERING SENATOR JESSE
HELMS

Mr. INOUYE. Madam President, I
was saddened by the news of the death
of our former colleague, Jesse Helms of
North Carolina.

He was a man of strong convictions,
even if it meant being in opposition of
his own party. He fought for what he
believed, and he stood by his word. It
was a privilege to work with Senator
Helms, even though we disagreed on
policy matters, we were able to do
what we could for the love of our coun-
try.

Madam President, I ask my col-
leagues to join me in paying tribute to
this magnificent Senator and a great
American, and a true patriot. He will
be missed.

Mr. SHELBY. Madam President, I
rise today to pay tribute to my honor-
able colleague, Senator Jesse Helms.
North Carolina’s longest serving popu-
larly elected Senator, Jesse was a good
friend and a true conservative. I join
the entire Nation in mourning his pass-
ing.

Jesse was born in Monroe, NC on Oc-
tober 18, 1921. He attended Wingate
University and Wake Forest University
and had a successful career in news-
papers, first as a sports reporter for
The Raleigh Times and later as the pa-
per’s city news editor. He also served
as a recruiter for the U.S. Navy during
World War II and worked in radio and
television.

In the 1950s, Helms began to pursue
his interest in politics, working on Wil-
lis Smith’s U.S. Senate campaign and
later in his Senate office. Helms also
worked on Senator Richard Russell’s
Presidential campaign and I. Beverly
Lake, Sr.’s gubernatorial campaign.
After these efforts, Jesse went back to
journalism serving as the Capitol
Broadcasting Company’s executive vice
president, vice chairman of the board
and assistant chief executive officer.
From these positions, Jesse gained
local celebrity as a conservative com-
mentator on the Raleigh-based tele-
vision station.

His notoriety in the area led to a 4-
year position on the Raleigh City
Council. Jesse remained at the Capitol
Broadcasting Company until 1972, when
he became the first Republican elected
to the Senate from North Carolina in
the 20th century. Jesse served North
Carolina well as a chairman of both the
Agriculture and Foreign Relations
Committees. While in the Senate, Jesse
was a conservative leader who worked
tirelessly for small government, sound
foreign policy and strong communities.

After serving five terms in the U.S.
Senate, Jesse retired and returned to
North Carolina, where he wrote and
published his memoir, Here’s Where 1
Stand. He also continued his work with
the Jesse Helms Center, a nonprofit or-
ganization started in 1987 to promote
the principles Jesse felt so strongly

about—democracy, free enterprise and
strong values.

In my time with Jesse in the Senate,
I knew him to be honest, hardworking
and committed to the people of North
Carolina and this Nation. It is fitting
that he passed away on Independence
Day, as Jesse was certainly an inde-
pendent man who loved this country
and the values for which it stands.

Jesse is loved and will be missed by
his wife of 66 years, Dorothy; his son
Charles; his two daughters, Jane and
Nancy; and seven grandchildren. He
was an inspiration to many and will be
remembered for his dedication and
many contributions to North Carolina
and this Nation. I ask the entire Sen-
ate to join me in recognizing and hon-
oring the life of Jesse Helms.

IDAHOANS SPEAK OUT ON HIGH
ENERGY PRICES

Mr. CRAPO. Madam President, in
mid-June, I asked Idahoans to share
with me how high energy prices are af-
fecting their lives, and they responded
by the hundreds. The stories, num-
bering over 1,000, are heartbreaking
and touching. To respect their efforts,
I am submitting every e-mail sent to
me through energy_prices@crapo
.senate.gov  to the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD. This is not an issue that
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