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those individuals responsible for violations
of human and political rights in Zimbabwe;

(5) to applaud the Governments of Benin,
Botswana, Liberia, Kenya, Nigeria, Senegal,
Sierra Leone, and Zambia for condemning
the violent derailment of the runoff election
at the African Union summit in Sharm El-
Sheikh;

(6) to encourage all members of the United
Nations Security Council to vote in favor of
the proposed resolution that would authorize
a United Nations Special Representative to
support the negotiations process, impose an
international arms embargo, and strengthen
financial penalties on those individuals most
responsible for undermining democratic
processes;

(7) to encourage the African Union to ini-
tiate an inclusive political dialogue between
both parties and deploy a protection force to
prevent attacks, assist victims, and prevent
the security situation from further deterio-
rating;

(8) to urge leaders in Africa to engage di-
rectly in the effort to achieve an expeditious
political resolution to the crisis;

(9) to urge the United States Government
and the international community to assem-
ble a comprehensive economic and political
recovery package for Zimbabwe in the event
that a political resolution is reached and a
truly democratic government is formed; and

(10) to support a lasting democratic polit-
ical solution that reflects the will and re-
spects the rights of the people of Zimbabwe,
including mechanisms to ensure that future
elections are free and fair, in accordance
with regional and international standards.

————
SENATE RESOLUTION 612—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT PRESIDENT

GEORGE W. BUSH, PRESIDENT
DMITRY MEDVEDEV OF THE
RUSSIAN FEDERATION, AND
OTHER PARTICIPANTS IN THE
2008 GROUP OF EIGHT (G8) SUM-
MIT 1IN TOYAKO, HOKKAIDO,
JAPAN SHOULD WORK TO-
GETHER TO FOSTER A MORE
CONSTRUCTIVE RELATIONSHIP,
AND THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF
THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION
SHOULD ESCHEW BEHAVIORS
THAT ARE INCONSISTENT WITH
THE GROUP’S OBJECTIVES OF
PROTECTING GLOBAL SECURITY,
ECONOMIC STABILITY, AND DE-
MOCRACY

Mr. BIDEN (for himself, Mr. KERRY,
and Mr. CASEY) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. REs. 612

Whereas the leaders of 6 major industri-
alized democracies, including France, West
Germany, Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom,
and the United States, gathered in 1975 for a
summit meeting in Rambouillet, France, and
for annual meetings thereafter under a ro-
tating presidency known as the Group of Six
(G6);

Whereas the G6 was established based on
the mutual interest of its members in pro-
moting economic stability, global security,
and democracy;

Whereas, in 1976, membership of the G6 was
expanded to include Canada;

Whereas the members of the G7 share a
commitment to promote security, economic
stability, and democracy in their respective
nations and around the world;
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Whereas Russia was integrated into the G7
in 1998 at the behest of President William
Jefferson Clinton following Russian Presi-
dent Boris Yeltsin’s decision to pursue re-
forms and assume a neutral position on the
acceptance of additional members into the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO);

Whereas the members of the G8 face com-
mon challenges, including climate change,
violent extremism, global economic vola-
tility, pandemic disease, nuclear prolifera-
tion, and trafficking in narcotics, persons,
and weapons of mass destruction;

Whereas President Dmitry Medvedev,
Prime Minister Vladimir Putin, and other
leaders of the Russian Federation have regu-
larly expressed a desire for the Russian Fed-
eration to play a leading role in inter-
national affairs;

Whereas the Russian Federation and other
members of the international community all
stand to benefit if the Russian Federation is
an active, constructive partner in addressing
the broad range of challenges confronting
the global community;

Whereas the Russian Federation has evi-
denced the capacity and willingness to co-
operate with the United States and other na-
tions in the interest of global security in cer-
tain areas pertaining to arms control and
weapons proliferation, notably through its
participation in the Six-Party Talks regard-
ing North Korea and its support of the incen-
tives package offered by leading countries to
Iran if that country would suspend its ura-
nium enrichment program;

Whereas the United States and Russia have
safely deactivated and destroyed thousands
of nuclear, chemical, and biological weapons
and provided upgraded storage and transpor-
tation of nuclear materials through the
Nunn-Lugar program;

Whereas the United States and other coun-
tries participating in the June 2002 G8 Sum-
mit in Kananaskis, Canada agreed to raise
up to $20,000,000,000 over 10 years to support
nonproliferation projects in Russia and other
nations through the Global Partnership
Against the Spread of Weapons and Mate-
rials of Mass Destruction;

Whereas participants in the July 2006 G8
Summit in St. Petersburg, Russia launched
the Global Initiative to Combat Nuclear Ter-
rorism to improve the physical protection of
nuclear materials, suppress illicit trafficking
of such materials, and bolster the capacity of
willing partner nations to respond to acts of
nuclear terrorism;

Whereas the United States and the Govern-
ment of the Russian Federation pledged in
the April 2008 Sochi Strategic Framework
Declaration to negotiate a ‘‘legally binding
post-START arrangement’ for the purposes
of extending provisions of the 1991 Strategic
Arms Reduction Treaty;

Whereas, notwithstanding these successes,
the potential for collaboration between the
United States and the Government of Rus-
sian Federation has been seriously under-
mined by the manner in which the leaders of
the Russian Federation have conducted as-
pects of Russia’s foreign policy;

Whereas the Government of the Russian
Federation has unilaterally suspended imple-
mentation of the 1991 Treaty on Conven-
tional Armed Forces in Europe (CFE Treaty)
and has yet to fulfill its commitment to
withdraw Russian forces from Georgia and
Moldova pursuant to the 1999 Istanbul Sum-
mit Declaration of the Organization for Se-
curity and Cooperation in Europe;

Whereas the CFE Treaty has played a key
role in enhancing the stability of the Euro-
Atlantic region;

Whereas the Adapted CFE Treaty, which
will not enter into force until the Russian
Federation fulfills commitments made at the
Istanbul Summit, will provide greater flexi-
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bility for the Russian Federation in return
for improved transparency and verification;

Whereas the Government of the Russian
Federation has attempted to undermine the
territorial integrity of the Republic of Geor-
gia through its support of the breakaway
provinces of South Ossetia and AbKkhazia;

Whereas the United Nations Observer Mis-
sion in Georgia has concluded that a mili-
tary aircraft belonging to the Russian Fed-
eration shot down an unarmed Georgian
drone on April 20, 2008, while flying over
Abkhazia;

Whereas the conduct of Russian trade and
energy policy has created a widespread per-
ception that the Government of the Russian
Federation is using oil and gas exports and
economic policy as a means of political pres-
sure on countries that seek closer ties with
the United States and Euro-Atlantic part-
ners;

Whereas the behavior of the Russian Fed-
eration as it relates to several neighboring
countries has contributed to the erosion of
regional peace and security;

Whereas such actions are inconsistent with
the G8’s objectives of protecting global secu-
rity, economic stability, and democracy,
hinder cooperation with the Government of
the Russian Federation, and undermine the
standing of the Russian Federation as a re-
spected member of the international commu-
nity;

Whereas there has been considerable dis-
agreement between the Government of the
United States and the Government of the
Russian Federation regarding proposals to
place ballistic missile defense interceptor
and radar sites in Poland and the Czech Re-
public, respectively;

Whereas certain developments inside the
Russian Federation and the Russian Govern-
ment’s conduct of domestic policy have un-
dermined confidence in the Russian Federa-
tion’s ability and capability to serve as a full
partner in the work of the international
community;

Whereas the Department of State’s Coun-
try Report on Human Rights Practices for
2007 stated that, in Russia, ‘‘continuing cen-
tralization of power in the executive branch,
a compliant State Duma, corruption and se-
lectivity in enforcement of the law, media
restrictions, and harassment of some NGOs
eroded the government’s accountability to
its citizens.”’;

Whereas, in June 2008, a report released by
Human Rights Watch concluded that Rus-
sian ‘‘law enforcement and security forces
involved in counterinsurgency [in the North
Caucasus] have committed dozens of
extrajudicial executions, summary and arbi-
trary detentions, and acts of torture and
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment’’;

Whereas the Government of the Russian
Federation has failed to successfully pros-
ecute individuals responsible for the murder
of critics of the Kremlin, including jour-
nalist Anna Politkovskaya and Alexander
Litvinenko;

Whereas the 2008 Annual Report of Report-
ers without Borders noted a sharp increase
in government pressure on the independent
media in Russia, reporting that at least 2
journalists were forcibly sent to psychiatric
hospitals in 2007 and others were badly beat-
en or kidnapped prior to the local and par-
liamentary elections in 2007;

Whereas Transparency International
ranked Russia 143 out of 179 countries for
perceived corruption in 2007;

Whereas there is increasing concern about
violent nationalism and xenophobia in the
Russian Federation and the 2008 Annual Re-
port of the United States Commission on
International Religious Freedom reports
that there has been a ‘‘sharp rise in violent
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crimes against persons [in Russia] on ac-
count of their religion or ethnicity’’;

Whereas, in the handling of the Yukos Oil
Company case and numerous other judicial
actions, the Government of the Russian Fed-
eration has permitted the politicization of
Russia’s legal system;

Whereas these developments have seri-
ously damaged international confidence in
the institutions and laws of the Russian Fed-
eration and hindered the ability of the
United States and other partners to work
with the Russian Federation in addressing a
broad range of pressing global, regional, and
domestic challenges;

Whereas the people of the Russian Federa-
tion and the people of the United States have
been disadvantaged by the resulting damage
to relations between the countries;

Whereas President Dmitry Medvedev, in an
interview with the Reuters News Service on
June 25, 2008, stated that ‘‘freedom, democ-
racy and the right to private property’’
should define Russia’s behavior;

Whereas the United States believes that
adherence on the part of the Government of
the Russian Federation to the values articu-
lated by President Medvedev would provide a
foundation for improved cooperation with
the Russian Federation;

Whereas adherence to the values articu-
lated by President Medvedev would also help
repair damage to the international reputa-
tion of the Russian Federation and advance
the goals of security, prosperity, and rep-
resentative governance that should be the
common ambition of all members of the G8;

Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) in order to build a more constructive re-
lationship with the Government of the Rus-
sian Federation and its people, the President
of the United States and other leaders of the
G8 nations should—

(A) pursue a broad agenda of cooperation
with the leaders of the Russian Federation;
and

(B) encourage Russia’s transformation into
a more liberal and democratic polity;

(2) the Government of the United States
and the Government of the Russian Federa-
tion should work to ensure the continued
success of Nunn-Lugar initiatives and non-
proliferation and counterterrorism programs
through—

(A) additional funding;

(B) access to sensitive facilities;

(C) effective safety and security measures
to prevent proliferation of nuclear, chemical,
and biological weapons and weapons-related
materials and technology; and

(D) cooperation between the United States
and Russia to enhance these objectives on a
worldwide basis;

(3) the Government of the United States
and the Government of the Russian Federa-
tion, working within the International
Atomic Energy Agency and United Nations
Security Council, should renew demands for
Iran to cease its nuclear enrichment activi-
ties and fully disclose any prior weapons-re-
lated work;

(4) the Government of the United States
and the Government of the Russian Federa-
tion should negotiate a legally-binding suc-
cessor agreement to the 1991 Strategic Arms
Reductions Treaty and address all out-
standing concerns regarding the 1991 Treaty
on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe;

(5) the leaders of the Russian Federation
should adopt foreign and domestic policies
that are consistent with ‘‘freedom, democ-
racy and the right to private property”’, as
articulated by President Dmitry Medvedev;

(6) the Government of the Russian Federa-
tion should take immediate steps to restore
the freedom and independence of the coun-
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try’s media in accordance with its obliga-
tions under the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights;

(7) the Government and officials of the
Russian Federation should refrain from por-
traying the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion (NATO) as a threat to the Russian Fed-
eration and fully utilize the consultative
mechanisms that exist through the NATO-
Russia Council to facilitate cooperation be-
tween the countries of NATO and the Rus-
sian Federation;

(8) the United States, in coordination with
other members of the G8, should—

(A) encourage the Government of the Rus-
sian Federation to address the challenges
facing its society, including widespread cor-
ruption, a deteriorating health care system,
growing instability in the North Caucasus,
and an increasingly serious demographic cri-
sis; and

(B) stand ready to assist the people and
Government of the Russian Federation in
those efforts;

(9) just as the United States welcomed the
increasing prosperity and political develop-
ment of Germany, Japan, and the nations
Eastern Europe in the aftermath of former
conflicts, the United States should welcome
the emergence of the Russian Federation as
a strong, successful, democratic partner in
addressing global challenges; and

(10) the leaders of the Russian Federation
should respect the rights of sovereign, demo-
cratic governments in neighboring countries
and their prerogative to seek membership in
Euro-Atlantic institutions.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 613—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK BEGINNING
SEPTEMBER 8, 2008, AS ‘NA-
TIONAL DIRECT SUPPORT PRO-
FESSIONALS RECOGNITION
WEEK”’

Mr. NELSON of Nebraska (for him-
self, Ms. CoOLLINS, Mr. BAUcCUS, Mr.
SMITH, Mr. KERRY, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr.
DobpD, Mr. HATCH, Mr. BROWN, Mr. BUN-
NING, and Mr. BINGAMAN) submitted the
following resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. REs. 613

Whereas direct support workers, direct
care workers, personal assistants, personal
attendants, in-home support workers, and
paraprofessionals (referred to in this pre-
amble as ‘‘direct support professionals’) are
the primary providers of publicly funded
long term support and services for millions
of individuals;

Whereas a direct support professional must
build a close, trusted relationship with an in-
dividual with disabilities;

Whereas a direct support professional as-
sists an individual with disabilities with the
most intimate needs, on a daily basis;

Whereas direct support professionals pro-
vide a broad range of support, including—

(1) preparation of meals;

(2) helping with medications;

(3) bathing;

(4) dressing;

(5) mobility;

(6) getting to school, work, religious, and
recreational activities; and

(7) general daily affairs;

Whereas a direct support professional pro-
vides essential support to help keep an indi-
vidual with disabilities connected to the
family and community of the individual;

Whereas direct support professionals en-
able individuals with disabilities to live
meaningful, productive lives;

Whereas direct support professionals are
the key to allowing an individual with dis-
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abilities to live successfully in the commu-
nity of the individual, and to avoid more
costly institutional care;

Whereas the majority of direct support
professionals are female, and many are the
sole breadwinners of their families;

Whereas direct support professionals work
and pay taxes, but many remain impover-
ished and are eligible for the same Federal
and State public assistance programs on
which the individuals with disabilities
served by the direct support professionals
must depend;

Whereas Federal and State policies, as well
as the Supreme Court, in Olmstead v. L.C.,
527 U.S. 581 (1999), assert the right of an indi-
vidual to live in the home and community of
the individual;

Whereas, in 2008, the majority of direct
support professionals are employed in home
and community-based settings and this trend
is projected to increase over the next decade;

Whereas there is a documented critical and
growing shortage of direct support profes-
sionals in every community throughout the
United States; and

Whereas many direct support professionals
are forced to leave jobs due to inadequate
wages and benefits, creating high turnover
and vacancy rates that research dem-
onstrates adversely affects the quality of
support to individuals with disabilities: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week beginning Sep-
tember 8, 2008, as ‘‘National Direct Support
Professionals Recognition Week’’;

(2) recognizes the dedication and vital role
of direct support professionals in enhancing
the lives of individuals with disabilities of
all ages;

(3) appreciates the contribution of direct
support professionals in supporting the needs
that reach beyond the capacities of millions
of families in the United States;

(4) commends direct support professionals
as integral in supporting the long-term sup-
port and services system of the United
States; and

(5) finds that the successful implementa-
tion of the public policies of the United
States depends on the dedication of direct
support professionals.

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 5073. Mr. BUNNING submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2731, to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal years 2009 through 2013 to pro-
vide assistance to foreign countries to com-
bat HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, and malaria,
and for other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table.

SA 5074. Mrs. DOLE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to the
bill S. 2731, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 5075. Mr. LUGAR (for Mr. BIDEN (for
himself and Mr. LUGAR)) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by Mr.
LUGAR to the bill S. 2731, supra.

SA 5076. Mr. THUNE (for himself, Mr. KYL,
Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. TESTER, and Mr. DOMENICI)
submitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by him to the bill S. 2731, supra; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 5077. Mr. DEMINT proposed an amend-
ment to the bill S. 2731, supra.

SA 5078. Mr. DEMINT proposed an amend-
ment to the bill S. 2731, supra.

SA 5079. Mr. DEMINT proposed an amend-
ment to amendment SA 5078 proposed by Mr.
DEMINT to the bill S. 2731, supra.
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