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and by his bedside as his illness lin-
gered on for years; their daughter
Yonnie Clark; their son and my friend
Cook County Board President Todd
Stroger, his family; and their two
grandchildren. America and the State
of Illinois have lost a great leader and
I have lost a great friend.
I yield the floor.

UNION LEAGUE CLUB OF CHICAGO

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I wish to
congratulate the Union League Club of
Chicago and its Boys and Girls Clubs.
This month they celebrate an impor-
tant milestone.

The Union League Club of Chicago
was founded in 1879, adopting the
motto ‘‘commitment to country and
community.”” Throughout its long and
distinguished history, the Union
League Club of Chicago has maintained
a strong tradition of civic involvement.
Over the years, Club members have
been a part of politics and society, ad-
vocating on issues ranging from elec-
tion reform to the death penalty. The
Union League Club of Chicago also
helped develop community support for
cultural institutions as they were com-
ing into the community, including Or-
chestra Hall, the Field Museum, and
the Harold Washington Library Center.

In 1920, recognizing a critical need in
the community, the Union League Club
of Chicago established the TUnion
League Boys Club, a club designed to
serve the large population of under-
privileged children in Chicago.

Today, the club opens the doors of its
four Chicago area facilities to dis-
advantaged youth who are in commu-
nities with some Chicago’s the lowest
educational attainment Ilevels and
highest dropout and poverty rates. In
addition to providing wholesome social
and recreational opportunities, the
Union League Boys and Girls Clubs
offer a wide variety of structured pro-
grams that emphasis character build-
ing and empowerment.

The clubs provide a safe and inviting
refuge for young Chicagoans, free from
the negative influences of drugs, gangs,
and violence. Studies have shown that
afterschool programs, like those of-
fered by the Union League Boys and
Girls Clubs, can reduce urban crime
rates by keeping teens off the streets
and providing positive alternatives.

At each club, members are served
balanced snacks and meals and given
nutritional guidance they can use when
not at the club. The clubs also provide
an environment in which students can
tackle their homework, with assistance
when they need it and access to per-
sonal computers. Not surprisingly, club
members average significantly higher
grade point averages than their peers.

A full-time professional staff, as-
sisted by part-time workers and volun-
teers, provides high school students
with career guidance and job training
to help young club members become re-
sponsible citizens. Each year, the clubs
award scholarships to help members
pay for college or trade school.
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In the summer, members take advan-
tage of the 250-acre summer camp
owned by the clubs. Located a short
distance north of the Illinois-Wisconsin
border, the camp gives Chicago youth
an opportunity to experience and enjoy
the outdoors.

This month, the Union League Boys
and Girls Clubs realize a remarkable
achievement. For the first time in its
87-year history, the Clubs will enroll
the 10,000th member in a single pro-
gram year.

Mr. President, I join the Chicago
community in commending the Union
League Club of Chicago and its Boys
and Girls Clubs for outstanding com-
mitment to the welfare of the commu-
nity and for enriching thousands of
young lives—in the past, today, and for
decades to come.

RETIREMENT OF GREG HARNESS

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, on Janu-
ary 31, 2008, the Senate Librarian, Mr.
Greg Harness, will retire. With his de-
parture, we will lose a dedicated, loyal,
and very important member of the Sen-
ate family.

The Senate Library is a fundamental
part of the U.S. Senate. Operating
under the direction of the Secretary of
the Senate, the Senate Library serves
as both a legislative and general ref-
erence library, and provides a wide va-
riety of information services to Sen-
ators and our staffs in a prompt and
timely fashion. It maintains a com-
prehensive collection of congressional
and governmental publications and of
materials relating to the specialized
needs of the Senate.

The origins of this unique and impor-
tant institution date back to 1792,
when the Senate directed the Secretary
““to procure and deposit in his office,
the laws of the states, for the use of
the Senate.” The first Senate Librar-
ian to be appointed was George S. Wag-
ner, who officially commenced his du-
ties on July 1, 1871.

In 1997, Greg Harness became the 17th
Senate Librarian. A native of North
Dakota, Mr. Harness began work in the
Senate Library on October 20, 1975, as a
reference librarian. He planned to work
only a few years in Washington and
then return to North Dakota to attend
law school. Fortunately, his plans
changed.

Mr. Harness continued his employ-
ment in the Senate Library for the
next 32 years. As a reference librarian,
Mr. Harness was a wonderful and pleas-
ant person with whom to work. He un-
dertook every request, no matter how
large or small, how urgent or demand-
ing, whether from the majority or the
minority, and answered it effectively,
professionally, and promptly. He al-
ways took that extra step to ensure
that the Senator or his staff member
received the best, the most accurate,
and the most recent information.

As the Senate Librarian, Mr. Harness
directed the administrative and profes-
sional operations of the Senate Li-
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brary. He oversaw the movement of the
Library from the Capitol to the Russell
Building in 1999 and oversaw the design
of the new Senate Library. More im-
portant, he continued that same coop-
erative, helpful attitude that he had al-
ways displayed as a reference librarian.
As a result, he set a model of superior
service for his entire staff.

Mr. President, I want to take this op-
portunity to thank Mr. Harness for his
years of loyalty to the Senate, as well
as his dedicated and distinguished serv-
ice. And, I want him to know that my
staff and I will certainly miss him. I
wish him happiness and success as he
enters the next phase of his life.

——————

TRIBUTE TO MAJOR GENERAL
DONALD C. STORM

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
wish to honor a respected Kentuckian,
MG Donald C. Storm, who has nobly
served the United States and Kentucky
for 37 years.

In 1970, General Storm enlisted in the
U.S. Army, serving with Military As-
sistance Command Vietnam. After 2
years of Active Duty, he continued to
serve his country in the Kentucky Na-
tional Guard. Years of accomplishment
and experience earned General Storm
the appointment to Adjutant General
of the Kentucky National Guard by
Governor Ernie Fletcher in 2003. Re-
gretfully, after 37 years of service and
4 years in that post, General Storm has
decided to retire. Because of his dig-
nified and unwavering commitment to
the citizens of this country and the
Commonwealth of Kentucky, I stand to
honor him today.

General Storm has served the Com-
monwealth and its citizens in superb
ways. He was an advocate for the de-
struction of marijuana, supporting the
Marijuana Eradication Program; he
oversaw a recruitment program that
exceeded its goals; and finally, he was
a true leader and supporter of his
troops. General Storm was known for
his dedication to the care of his sol-
diers and their families, celebrating
with them in times of victory and
mourning with them in times of loss.

Storm has clearly proved himself a
man of honor and dignity who rep-
resents not only his country proudly
but his State proudly. I wish General
Storm and his family much happiness
after retirement, and I ask my col-
leagues to join me in honoring General
Storm for his dedication, patriotism,
and willingness to give so much of him-
self for the good of his country and his
fellow Kentuckians.

Mr. President, recently the Lex-
ington Herald-Leader published a story
about Major General Storm, ‘“Gen-
erally Speaking; Retiring Guard chief’s
mission: ‘Take care of the troops.”” I
ask unanimous consent to have the full
article printed in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:
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[From the Lexington Herald-Leader, Jan. 13,

2008]
GENERALLY SPEAKING; RETIRING GUARD
CHIEF’S MISSION: ‘“‘TAKE CARE OF THE
TROOPS”’

(By Jim Warren)

LEXINGTON, KY.—The pace of life is slower
these days around Donald Storm’s Elizabeth-
town home.

No more dashing to catch planes for Iraq.
No more late-night phone calls about sol-
diers lost. No more need to put on the uni-
form.

After a 37-year military career, Storm, the
former Kentucky adjutant general, is re-
learning civilian life.

Storm had hoped to be retained as adju-
tant general in the new administration of
Gov. Steve Beshear. But the governor chose
to replace him with Brig. Gen. Edward W.
Tonini, 61, former chief of staff for the Ken-
tucky Air National Guard.

Storm could have elected to remain in uni-
form, but that would have required him to
move to another state guard program with a
slot for someone of his rank, or take a post
at the National Guard Bureau in Wash-
ington. But he chose retirement, and respite
from the stresses and strains of commanding
the Kentucky National Guard during its
most difficult period in more than 30 years.

Storm did not escape controversy during
his tenure, but is generally remembered for
working hard to support the troops he led.

During his watch, the Kentucky Guard
sent thousands of soldiers to Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, losing troops in both countries. It
sent units to Louisiana to help in the recov-
ery from Hurricane Katrina, and dispatched
about 1,000 soldiers to help monitor the U.S.-
Mexico border in Operation Jump Start. Add
peace-keeping duties in Bosnia, and Home-
land Security assignments, and about 9,400
Kentucky Army and Air National Guard
members were deployed over the course of
Storm’s tenure—more than the entire mem-
bership of the state guard when Storm be-
came adjutant general.

Storm was the guard’s chief of staff in De-
cember 2003, when incoming Gov. Ernie
Fletcher appointed him to be adjutant gen-
eral, succeeding D. Allen Youngman.

“Little did I know then that I would face
some of the things I had to face,” Storm
said.

Sgt. Darrin Potter of Louisville, the first
Kentucky National Guard member lost in
combat since Vietnam, had died in Iraq
about two months before Storm’s promotion.
Many others would follow during the next
four years. Officially, 15 Kentucky Guard
members were lost in combat while Storm
was in command. He personally includes two
others who were on inactive guard status
when they were killed while working for pri-
vate security firms in Iraq. Once a guard
member, always a guard member, Storm be-
lieves.

Today, he admits that losing soldiers was
the one part of his job he wasn’t prepared
for.

The period from March through September
2005 was particularly bloody, for example,
with six guard members killed in action.
That year also saw one of the Kentucky
Guard’s proudest moments, as members of
the Richmond-based 617th Military Police
Company fought off a furious insurgent at-
tack on a convoy at Salman Pak on March
20, 2005. Three unit members, including a
woman, were awarded the Silver Star. One of
them, Sgt. Timothy Nein, later received the
Distinguished Service Cross, the nation’s
second-highest military decoration.

But displays of undaunted courage could
never offset the pain of lost lives. Attending
funerals and consoling the families of lost
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soldiers became an all-too-common part of
Storm’s job.

‘“‘Sergeant Potter had died,” he recalled,
‘“‘and then it was just one right after an-
other.”

It was particularly painful because Storm,
through his many years in the guard, person-
ally knew many of those who were lost.

“I’'m going to admit that it took a toll on
me,” Storm said. ‘I don’t think I fully un-
derstood how much of a toll it was at the
time. But it was the toughest thing I ever
went through . . . the losses of these soldiers
and the tremendous sacrifices of their won-
derful families. I just grieved with all of
them.”

Storm, a native of Laurel County, began
his military career as an enlisted man, serv-
ing in Vietnam in 1971-72. He never planned
to be a soldier—he says he just wanted to get
a college education—but he quickly found
that he liked the regimentation and the val-
ues of life in uniform. He joined the Ken-
tucky National Guard after his Army enlist-
ment ended. He was commissioned a first
lieutenant in 1981, beginning a steady rise
through the ranks. By the time Storm took
over the top job, he had held virtually every
major post in the Kentucky Guard.

Storm sometimes sounds like a social phi-
losopher when he speaks on the importance
of military service.

‘““Military power,” he says, ‘‘is one of the
four types of power you must have to support
a nation state—information power, diplo-
matic power, economic power and military
power. The fifth common denominator is the
will of the people.”

No one had to convince Storm that invad-
ing Afghanistan and Iraq were the right
things to do. He said he had seen the plight
of the common people in both lands and felt
that liberating them was a proper use of
American force.

He admits that he didn’t expect the war in
Iraq to drag on this long, though he says he
knew it would be ‘‘a long hard road’ once
the insurgency kicked into high gear in 2004.
But he says he was never discouraged, even
when polls began to show declining citizen
support for the war.

“I could see the light at the end of the tun-
nel, which was something that our people
here at home didn’t have the opportunity to
see,” he said. ‘I knew that if we stayed the
course . . . that removing Saddam . . . would
bode well for free people and the other coun-
tries in that part of the world.”

Storm says he personally saw off every
Kentucky guard unit as it left for the war
zone except one (he was on his way to Iraq
himself at the time), and greeted every unit
when it came home. He made eight trips to
Iraq, Afghanistan and Kuwait to visit Ken-
tucky troops and encourage them.

‘I tried to make it my business to meet as
many of the soldiers as I could, and let them
know how much the people of Kentucky ap-
preciated their service,”” he said. ‘““You know,
it’s not about generals. It’s about soldiers
and airmen.”

Storm, however, drew some fire in April
2005, after a Kentucky Guard member in Iraq
went public with complaints that his unit
was saddled with old, inadequately armored
trucks. It happened shortly after a Kentucky
guardsman died when a roadside bomb deto-
nated near his vehicle. Storm responded that
he didn’t agree with the soldier going outside
channels to raise a complaint, but that he
would work to get better equipment for
Guard units in Iraq.

The adjutant general found himself in hot
water again in March 2007, after an usual ap-
pearance in the State Senate, where he made
a last-minute appeal in support of an in-
come-tax break for Kentucky military per-
sonnel that was stuck in the State House.
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Some House leaders, including Speaker Jody
Richards, attacked Storm’s comments as a
‘“‘shameless, partisan diatribe.” The Louis-
ville Courier-Journal ran an editorial saying
Storm should be replaced as adjutant gen-
eral.

Storm maintains that his ‘“‘whole deal” al-
ways was ‘‘to take care of the troops.”

Nowadays, he believes the work and sac-
rifices of the soldiers in Iraq are beginning to
pay off. He sees the decline in violence since
last summer as proof that ‘“‘we have turned
the corner.” The question, he says, is wheth-
er the improvement can be sustained as U.S.
troops sent over for the ‘‘surge’ start return-
ing home in coming weeks.

“I pray that we can sustain this,” he said.
“You never know in that part of the world
because there are so many factions to deal
with.

‘“But, boy, it sure does look great now. And
if we can pull it off, it would be one of the
greatest accomplishments ever for world
peace . . . because the enemy we face is real.
They want to destroy the western world and
all the freedoms we enjoy.”

Storm won’t be in uniform to see the vic-
tory he hopes for. But he says the biggest
thing he will miss is simply serving in the
Kentucky National Guard.

“The Kentucky National Guard is probably
the best Guard unit in America,”” he says.
“That’s what some three- and four-star gen-
erals will tell you. And it’s because of all
these great Kentuckians who have stood up,
particularly after 9/11, to serve the State and
the Nation. I'm so proud of the way they an-
swered the call.”

REPORT ON FOREIGN TRAVEL TO
THE UNITED KINGDOM, ISRAEL,
PAKISTAN, JORDAN, SYRIA, AUS-
TRIA, AND BELGIUM

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I rise
to comment about a trip which I made
over the recess during the period from
December 22 of last year to January 4
of this year on travels which I under-
took with visits to the United King-
dom, Israel, Pakistan, Jordan, Syria,
Austria, and Belgium.

The stop which Congressman PAT-
RICK KENNEDY and I made in Pakistan
was an extraordinary visit, a shocking
visit, and a visit at a time of great
tragedy.

On Thursday, December 27, Congress-
man KENNEDY and I were scheduled to
meet with Benazir Bhutto in
Islamabad. She had set the meeting for
9 p.m., at the end of a busy day of cam-
paigning. While we were preparing to
go that night to an earlier dinner with
the President of Pakistan, President
Musharraf, and then plans to go on to
meet with Benazir Bhutto, we were in-
formed, within 2 hours of our planned
meeting with Ms. Bhutto, that she had
been brutally assassinated. It was obvi-
ously a great shock, a great loss to
Pakistan, obviously, a great loss to her
family, and really a loss to the world
because she had the unique potential to
unite Pakistan and to provide leader-
ship in a very troubled country.

Pakistan has nuclear weapons, and it
is an ongoing matter of concern as to
whether those nuclear weapons are
being adequately protected. President
Musharraf assured us that they were.
So did the Chairman of the Joint
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