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Resolved, That the Senate designates Sep-
tember 2008 as ‘‘Tay-Sachs Awareness
Month”.

———

NATIONAL FISH AND WILDLIFE
FOUNDATION ESTABLISHMENT
ACT AMENDMENT OF 2007

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 860, H.R. 3891.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 3891) to amend the National
Fish and Wildlife Foundation Establishment
Act to increase the number of Directors on
the Board of Directors of the National Fish
and Wildlife Foundation.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the bill be
read the third time and passed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the
table, with no intervening action or de-
bate, and any statements be printed in
the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 3891) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

————

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—H.R. 6377

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
understand that H.R. 6377 has been re-
ceived from the House and is at the
desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title for
the first time.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 6377) to direct the Commodity
Futures Trading Commission to utilize all
its authority, including its emergency pow-
ers, to curb immediately the role of exces-
sive speculation in any contract market
within the jurisdiction and control of the
Commodity Futures Trading Commission, on
or through which energy futures or swaps are
traded, and to eliminate excessive specula-
tion, price distortion, sudden or unreason-
able fluctuations or unwarranted changes in
prices, or other unlawful activity that is
causing major market disturbances that pre-
vent the market from accurately reflecting
the forces of supply and demand for energy
commodities.

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
ask for its second reading and object to
my own request.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bill will re-
ceive its second reading on the next
legislative day.

———————

REMOVAL OF INJUNCTION OF SE-
CRECY—TREATY DOCUMENT NO.
110-19

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, as
in executive session, I ask unanimous
consent that the injunction of secrecy
be removed from the following treaty
transmitted to the Senate on July 7,
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2008, by the President of the United
States. It is the Treaty on Plant Ge-
netic Resources for Food and Agri-
culture (Treaty Document No. 110-19).

I further ask that the treaty be con-
sidered as having been read the first
time; that it be referred, with accom-
panying papers, to the Committee on
Foreign Relations and ordered to be
printed; and that the President’s mes-
sage be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The message of the President is as
follows:

To the Senate of the United States:

I transmit herewith for advice and
consent of the Senate to ratification
the International Treaty on Plant Ge-
netic Resources for Food and Agri-
culture, adopted by the Food and Agri-
culture Organization of the United Na-
tions on November 3, 2001, and signed
by the United States on November 1,
2002 (the ‘“‘Treaty’). The Treaty en-
tered into force in June 2004.

The centerpiece of the Treaty is the
establishment of a multilateral system
under which a party provides access to
other parties, upon request, to listed
plant genetic resources held in na-
tional genebanks. These resources are
to be used solely for purposes of re-
search, breeding, and training in agri-
culture. A recipient of such a resource
must then share the benefits from its
use, e.g., a recipient who commer-
cializes a product containing an
accessed plant genetic resource must
generally pay a percentage of any gross
sales into a trust account.

Transfers under the multilateral sys-
tem are to be accompanied by a stand-
ard material transfer agreement, the
current version of which was concluded
in June 2006.

Provision of plant genetic resources
from U.S. genebanks is fully consistent
with the Department of Agriculture’s
long-standing general practice of pro-
viding access to such plant genetic re-
sources upon request. Ratification of
the Treaty will provide U.S. agricul-
tural interests with similar access to
other parties’ genebanks, thus helping
U.S. farmers and researchers sustain
and improve their crops and promote
food security.

The Treaty may be implemented
under existing U.S. authorities.

I also transmit, for the information
of the Senate, the report of the Depart-
ment of State concerning the Treaty,
which contains an understanding re-
garding Article 12.

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, July 7, 2008.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to executive session to con-
sider Calendar Nos. 633 through 636;
that the nominations be confirmed, en
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bloc, the motions to reconsider be laid
upon the table, en bloc; that no further
motions be in order; provided further
that the President be immediately no-
tified of the Senate’s action, and the
Senate return to legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The nominations considered and con-
firmed en bloc are as follows:

UNITED STATES TAX COURT

Richard T. Morrison, of Virginia, to be a
Judge of the United States Tax Court for a
term of fifteen years.

David Gustafson, of Virginia, to be Judge
of the United States Tax Court for a term of
fifteen years.

Elizabeth Crewson Paris, of the District of
Columbia, to be a Judge of the United States
Tax Court for a term of fifteen years.

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

Edwin Eck, of Montana, to be a Member of
the Internal Revenue Service Oversight
Board for a term expiring September 14, 2008.

——————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now return to legislative ses-
sion.

——————

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY, JULY 8,
2008

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
stand adjourned until 10 a.m. tomor-
row, July 8; that following the prayer
and the pledge, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the
morning hour be deemed to have ex-
pired, the time for the two leaders be
reserved for their use later in the day,
and there be a period of morning busi-
ness for up to 1 hour, with Senators
permitted to speak therein for up to 10
minutes each. I further ask that fol-
lowing morning business the Senate re-
sume consideration of H.R. 6304, the
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act,
as under the previous order; that all
time in adjournment, recess, morning
business, and consideration of H.R. 6304
count postcloture. Finally, I ask that
the Senate recess from 12:30 until 2:15
p.m. to allow for the weekly Demo-
cratic caucus luncheon.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PROGRAM

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, in
order to accommodate Senators at-
tending the funeral of former Senator
Jesse Helms, there will be no rollcall
votes during Tuesday’s session. Sen-
ators should expect the votes in rela-
tion to the FISA legislation to begin
around 11:15 a.m. on Wednesday, July 9.

—————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned as a fur-
ther mark of respect to the memory of
former Senator Jesse Helms.



July 7, 2008

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 7:05 p.m., adjourned until Tuesday,
July 8, 2008, at 10 a.m.

——
CONFIRMATIONS

Executive nominations confirmed by
the Senate, Monday, July 7, 2008:
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UNITED STATES TAX COURT

RICHARD T. MORRISON, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE A JUDGE
OF THE UNITED STATES TAX COURT FOR A TERM OF FIF-
TEEN YEARS.

DAVID GUSTAFSON, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE A JUDGE OF
THE UNITED STATES TAX COURT FOR A TERM OF FIF-
TEEN YEARS.

ELIZABETH CREWSON PARIS, OF THE DISTRICT OF CO-
LUMBIA, TO BE A JUDGE OF THE UNITED STATES TAX
COURT FOR A TERM OF FIFTEEN YEARS.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

EDWIN ECK, OF MONTANA, TO BE A MEMBER OF THE IN-
TERNAL REVENUE SERVICE OVERSIGHT BOARD FOR A
TERM EXPIRING SEPTEMBER 14, 2008.

THE ABOVE NOMINATIONS WERE APPROVED SUBJECT
TO THE NOMINEES' COMMITMENT TO RESPOND TO RE-
QUESTS TO APPEAR AND TESTIFY BEFORE ANY DULY
CONSTITUTED COMMITTEE OF THE SENATE.
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