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SENATE COMMITTEE BUDGET AUTHORITY AND OUTLAY ALLOCATIONS PURSUANT TO SECTION 302 OF THE CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET ACT BUDGET YEAR TOTAL 2008

(In millions of dollars)

Direct spending Entitlements funded in annual

Committee legislation appropriations acts
Budget authority Outlays Budget authority Outlays
Appropriations:
General Purpose Discretionary 1,050,478 1,094,944
Memo:
0Off-budget 5,260 5,181
On-budget 1,045,218 1,089,763
dat 585,962 569,537
Total 1,636,440 1,664,481
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry 3 15,413 74,287 58,027
Armed Services 119,050 118,842 105 101
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs 15,285 1,628 0 0
Commerce, Science, and Transportation 13,964 9,363 1,182 1,126
Energy and Natural R 3,850 4,264 62 61
Environment and Public Works 39,658 2,196
Finance 1,100,859 1,102,857 442,523 442,584
Foreign Relati X 15,819 159 159
Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs 86,027 84,221 10,573 10,573
Judiciary 7,262 7,533 611 610
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 9,874 9,745 13,208 13,229
Rules and Administration 70 225 122 121
Intelli 0 0 263 263
Veterans’ Affairs 746 801 42,867 42,683
Indian Affairs 453 451 0 0
Small Busi —333 —333 0 0
Unassigned to Committee — 604,458 —596,472 0 0
Total 2,459,509 2,441,034 585,962 569,537
SENATE COMMITTEE BUDGET AUTHORITY AND OUTLAY ALLOCATIONS PURSUANT TO SECTION 302 OF THE CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET ACT BUDGET YEAR TOTAL 2009
(In millions of dollars)
Direct spending Entitlements funded in annual
Committee legislation appropriations acts
Budget authority Outlays Budget authority Outlays
Appropriations
General Purpose Discretionary 1,011,718 1,106,112
Memo:
off-budget 5,491 5418
on-budget 1,006,227 1,100,694
Mandatory 621,707 608,653
Total 1,633,425 1,714,765
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry X 14,530 76,307 63,526
Armed Services 126,030 125,863 105 100
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs 12,680 —1,239 0 0
Commerce, Science, and Transportation 14,432 10,250 1,149 1,145
Energy and Natural R 6,041 5,789 62 63
Environmental and Public Works 34,528 2,291
Finance 1,085,721 1,087,208 473,803 473,788
Foreign Relati X 15,955 149 149
Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs 89,749 87,732 10,599 10,599
Judiciary 9,749 8414 624 627
Health, Education, Labor and Pensions 9,349 8,088 14,129 14,116
Rules and Administration 69 19 127 127
Intelli 0 0 2719 279
Veterans’ Affairs 1,166 1,247 44,374 44,134
Indian Affairs 529 542 0
Small Busi 0 0 0 0
Unassigned to Committee — 594,692 —586,021 0 0
Total 2,460,430 2,495,433 621,707 608,653
SENATE COMMITTEE BUDGET AUTHORITY AND OUTLAY ALLOCATIONS PURSUANT TO SECTION 302 OF THE CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET ACT 5-YEAR TOTAL: 2009-2013
[In millions of dollars]
Direct spending Entitlements funded in annual
Committee legislation appropriations acts
Budget authority Outlays Budget authority Outlays
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry 76,466 69,479 387,350 329,869
Armed Services 668,567 667,908 456 458
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs 66,961 —10,748 0 0
Commerce, Science, and Transportation 75,918 49,960 6,322 6,294
Energy and Natural R 26,349 25971 302 303
Environment and Public Works 173,099 11,833 0 0
Finance 6,165,556 6,172,365 2,703,905 2,703,728
Foreign Relatons 73,053 73,024 660 660
Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs 484,637 472,579 51,467 51,467
Judiciary 40,735 41,031 3,207 3,241
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 62,263 60,084 79,175 78,944
Rules and Administration 341 343 685 685
Intelli 0 1,481 1,481
Veterans' Affairs 5,595 6,208 236,997 235,550
Indian Affairs 2,158 2,216 0 0
Small Busi 0 0 0 0

42ND ANNIVERSARY OF THE
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, on July 4,
our Nation will celebrate the 42nd an-
niversary of the signing of the Freedom
of Information Act, FOIA. While we
mark this important anniversary, the

country also celebrates the enactment
earlier this year of the first major re-
forms to FOIA in over a decade—the
OPEN Government Act—which will re-
invigorate and strengthen this vital
open government law for many years
to come.

Now in its fourth decade, the Free-
dom of Information Act remains an in-
dispensable tool for shedding light on
bad policies and Government abuses.
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The act has helped to guarantee the
public’s ‘‘right to know” for genera-
tions of Americans. Today, thanks to
the reforms contained in the OPEN
Government Act, which was signed
into law on December 31, Americans
who seek information under FIOA will
experience a process that is much more
transparent and less burdened by
delays than it has been in the past.
This is very good news. But there is
still much more to be done to ensure
that FOIA remains an effective tool for
keeping our democracy open and free.

A key component of the OPEN Gov-
ernment Act is the creation of an Of-
fice of Government Information Serv-
ices, OGIS, within the National Ar-
chives and Records Administration.
The office would mediate FOIA dis-
putes, review agency compliance with
FOIA, and house a newly created FOIA
ombudsman. Establishing a fully fund-
ed OGIS is essential to reversing the
troubling trend of the last 7 years to-
wards lax FOIA compliance and exces-
sive Government secrecy.

I am pleased that the Committee on
Appropriations Subcommittee on Com-
merce, Justice, Science, and Related
Agencies—a panel on which I serve—
last week rejected the President’s
budget proposal to move the functions
of OGIS to the Department of Justice.
I will continue to work very hard to
ensure that OGIS is fully funded within
the National Archives—as Congress in-
tended—so that this important office
has the necessary resources to fully
comply with the OPEN Government
Act.

There is also more work to be done to
further strengthen FOIA. Earlier this
year, I was pleased to join with Sen-
ator JOHN CORNYN in introducing the
OPEN FOIA Act, S. 2746, a bill that re-
quires Congress to clearly and explic-
itly state its intention to create a stat-
utory exemption to FOIA when it pro-
vides for such an exemption in new leg-
islation. While there is a very real need
to keep certain Government informa-
tion secret to ensure the public good
and safety, excessive Government se-
crecy is a constant temptation and the
enemy of a vibrant democracy.

The OPEN FOIA Act provides a safe-
guard against the growing trend to-
wards FOIA exemptions, and would
make all FOIA exemptions clear and
unambiguous, and vigorously debated,
before they are enacted into law. The
Senate Judiciary Committee will con-
sider this bill at its business meeting
this week, and I urge all members to
support this legislation to further re-
store the public’s trust in their Gov-
ernment.

As we reflect upon the celebration of
another FOIA anniversary, we in Con-
gress must also reaffirm our commit-
ment to open and transparent govern-
ment. As I have said many times, open
government is not a Democratic issue
or a Republican issue. It is an Amer-
ican value and a virtue that all Ameri-
cans hold dear. It is in this bipartisan
spirit that I join Americans from
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across the political spectrum in cele-
brating the 42nd anniversary of the
birth of FOIA and all that this law has
come to symbolize about our vibrant
democracy.

———

HONORING THE RESCUERS OF
KEITH KENNEDY

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
wish to recognize the dedication of all
those involved in the safe and miracu-
lous return of Keith Kennedy, an autis-
tic man from Shoreview, MN, who
spent this past week alone, without
food or shelter, lost in the woods of
northwestern Wisconsin.

His safe return has been called a mir-
acle, but this miracle would not have
been possible without the commitment
of the hundreds of volunteers, law en-
forcement officers, firefighters and
medics who selflessly gave their time
and continued to search for Keith, even
when all hope seemed lost.

Special recognition must go to Gary
Ruiz and Jim Cotroneo, two St. Paul
firefighters who found Keith against all
odds. Their efforts, and the efforts of
their colleagues who joined them in
this search, ensured a joyful ending to
what could so easily have been another
tragedy.

I cannot fail to mention Keith’s par-
ents, Bruce and Linda Kennedy, whose
spirit of hope was by all accounts an
inspiration to those who participated
in bringing Keith home safely. Their
bravery and the bravery of their son
are an inspiration to us all.

I believe this story shows once again
the willingness of Minnesotans, and of
our friends in Wisconsin, to go beyond
what is asked of them to come together
as a community and support those in
need. My hope is that the actions of all
those who gave of themselves so that
Keith could return home, will inspire
others to do the same.

————

IDAHOANS SPEAK OUT ON HIGH
ENERGY PRICES

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, earlier
this week, I asked Idahoans to share
with me how high energy prices are af-
fecting their lives, and they responded
by the hundreds. The stories, num-
bering over 1,000, are heartbreaking
and touching. To respect their efforts,
I am submitting every e-mail sent to
me through energy_prices@crapo
.senate.gov to the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD. This is not an issue that will
be easily resolved, but it is one that de-
serves immediate and serious atten-
tion, and Idahoans deserve to be heard.
Their stories not only detail their
struggles to meet everyday expenses,
but also have suggestions and rec-
ommendations as to what Congress can
do now to tackle this problem and find
solutions that last beyond today. I ask
unanimous consent to have today’s let-
ters printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:
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SENATOR CRAPO, Thank you for the oppor-
tunity to tell my story. I am nearly 70 years
old and for 40 to 50 years have dreamed of a
vacation in Jasper National Park in Canada.
This year was to be the year to go. I had a
new vehicle, a competent driver to share the
driving, and I had the money. Well, I had the
money until the price of gas began to rise so
sharply. I had to cancel this dream trip. I
may never get to Jasper.

My sister and I made weekly trips to Boise
for religious purposes. Because of the cost of
gas, we had to cut that back to twice a
month.

I have a little patch of strawberries that
produces more than I can use. I have shared
with friends, family and neighbors nearby.
There are many who I would love to share
with (and they would love to have them), but
they live too far to make it worth the trip
with the high cost of gas.

My sister and I are on a limited budget
(Social Security), and the cost of gas has
caused the prices of food and other things we
have to buy to skyrocket. We live at least 20
miles from town, one way. It costs over three
times for gas to go to town than it used to.
There are no buses in our area.

My personal opinion is that the environ-
mentalists should either donate their money
to pay for foreign fuel or let us produce that
which we have in our own country. I think
they are being very selfish, and I wish a
bunch of those characters had to live on less
than $1,000 per month.

Sincerely,
DELORES, Melba.

With the gas prices the way they are, my
family has to stay home instead of camping,
fishing and other family activities we have
done in the past. The grocery stores have
had to raise the prices because of the price of
fuel. My wife travels 55 miles a day for work
in a car that is on its last leg. I cannot re-
place it because of the money that we are
spending in fuel. I never worried about ‘‘fill-
ing my tank’ before, but now I cannot fill
my tank because of the price of fuel. I feel
like my government wants the fuel to keep
going up and up. Everybody says that the oil
companies are making a fortune, but they
make 4 cents a gallon and taxes are 50 cents
a gallon. So who is making the money, the
0il companies or the government? Please
help us by lowering the fuel prices even if we
have to rely on the oil in the United States
and not buy from the Middle East.

JASON, Pocatello.

DEAR SENATOR, I am concerned about your
ignorance on why prices not only at the
pump but on anything we buy are up. The
Federal Reserve is most responsible for this
inflation. It is taught in economics 101. The
Federal Reserve has inflated our dollar 50
percent in the last 7 years, according to their
statistics. That means 7 years ago, if you
had $100,000 in the bank, it would only buy
half as much today ‘‘say $50,000°’. This means
if you made $10.00 an hour seven years ago
and your wages stayed the same, you only
have the buying power of $5.00/hour.

The Federal Reserve inflates our money
supply. They will not give the M3 numbers
out because there’s a conscious effort not to
let the public know what they are doing. You
must kick the can, do your research on how
inflation really works before you even talk
about making changes. If you are to fix the
problem, go to the Congress and ask them to
fire the Federal Reserve.

Sure, energy prices are up, and these big
companies are making big profits. The big
oil companies are only in the right place at
the right time. The Federal Reserve was
voted in wrongly Dec 24, 1913. This was when
no one could vote against the creation of the
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