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even more of our money to their bank
accounts. This is not bad for every-
body. This is good for some. It is just
bad for most of the American people
and bad for the economy of this coun-
try.

I believe that speculation is rampant
and the regulatory authorities, the
people who are supposed to wear the
striped shirts and call the fouls, the
Commodity Futures Trading Commis-
sion are largely doing nothing about it
except for the last couple of weeks
when someone has, apparently, lit
their fuse or when the Chairman had
some sort of epiphany overnight and
said it looks as if we ought to start in-
vestigating this. The Chairman of the
regulatory body has said repeatedly
now, for many months: It is just the
fundamentals, there are no problems
here, the market is working fine, just
fine. He said it last July, he said it in
January, he said it in February, he said
it in May, be happy, there is no prob-
lem here. The fundamentals of the oil
markets are working just fine.

Then, all of a sudden, we had a kind
of tipping point. The Chairman of the
Commodity Futures Trading Commis-
sion said: There might be something
wrong. We are going to look at it. And
oh, by the way, we have been looking
at it for 7 months.

It is a little confusing to me and I ex-
pect to the American people. Either
the fundamentals were not right, or
they were, back when he was assuring
the American people everything was
fine.

Having said all of that, it is pretty
clear to me what is going on here. We
have a dramatic amount of specula-
tion, a bunch of big interests running
up the price of oil on the commodities
market—hedge funds, investment
banks, and others—speculating, purely
speculating in these oil markets.

I am going to introduce some legisla-
tion next week that addresses that sub-
ject. It will be the End Oil Speculation
Act. It will require the Commodity Fu-
tures Trading Commission, which has
largely been asleep at the switch, to
use the authority it has to do what is
necessary to separate legitimate trad-
ing for hedging purposes on the com-
modities market for oil from trading
that is purely speculative. It will in-
crease the margin requirement on trad-
ing that is purely speculative. It will
do a number of other things that re-
spond to the need to say: We believe
this market should work. We think
this market is necessary. But when a
market is broken, the U.S. Congress
has a responsibility to address it.

My legislation will have time re-
quirements and will make certain that
the Commodity Futures Trading Com-
mission takes the action that is nec-
essary to wring the speculation out of
these markets. I will introduce that
early next week.

I do want to say with respect to the
Stephen Pearlstein article that I think
he has it right—‘‘same old, same old.”
He said: Somebody brings up offshore
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drilling, and immediately some say
“no,” others say ‘‘yes,” some say
‘“‘there,” others say ‘‘nowhere.”” Should
we do some offshore drilling? Sure. I
supported offshore drilling in the Gulf
of Mexico. I was one of four Senators
who constructed the legislation that is
now law that opens what was called
lease 181. Substantial oil and natural
gas are there. We ought to open much
more of that on the eastern Gulf of
Mexico. That is where the highest po-
tential of recoverable oil is, in the Gulf
of Mexico. We can do that safely.

The fact is, you need to do much
more. We are not going to drill our way
out of this problem. We need much
more renewable energy and more con-
servation. By far, the lowest hanging
fruit in the energy issue would be to
retrofit all buildings in America. The
Mackenzie study says that is the
quickest and easiest way to achieve
substantial savings in energy. There is
so much to do and so much available to
us in renewable energy, in conserva-
tion, efficiency, and also the other ele-
ments that come together outside of
just drilling and digging.

I support some drilling and I support
some digging. But that is not a policy,
it is just a chant to say: Let’s keep
doing what we have been doing. That
has driven us into a ditch. We want to
get out of the ditch. We don’t want to
make the ditch deeper.

I am going to be introducing legisla-
tion next week to address this problem
of speculation. My hope is that all
those who believe, as I do, that this
market is not working right will sup-
port this effort. When you have an in-
crease in supply of oil and you have a
decrease in demand, you would expect
that prices would begin going down,
not continue to go up on a steep path.
This market is broken, and I believe
Congress has a responsibility to fix it.
That is what I hope my colleagues and
I will be able to do beginning next
week.

I yield the floor, and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER
CASEY). The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(Mr.

SOLICITOR GENERAL PAUL
CLEMENT

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I rise to
pay tribute to the service of Paul
Clement, who recently stepped down as
our Nation’s 43rd Solicitor General.

Paul served in that office for more
than 7 years, first as Principal Deputy
to Solicitor General Ted Olson, then as
Acting Solicitor General, and for three
years as Solicitor General. He is a good
man and an excellent lawyer who was a
great Solicitor General.

Before speaking about Paul, let me
first say a few words about the office in
which he served.
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Congress created the Department of
Justice and the position of Solicitor
General in 1870. Since then, the Solic-
itor General is the only Federal Gov-
ernment officer actually required by
statute to be ‘‘learned in the law.”

As Paul put it during his confirma-
tion hearing in April 2005, the Solicitor
General sits literally at the crossroads
of the separation of powers. He is an
executive branch official who defends
the actions of the executive and legis-
lative branches before the judicial
branch.

Today, the Solicitor General rep-
resents the United States before the
Supreme Court and manages the
United States’ participation in thou-
sands of lower court cases. That means
he must make decisions in individual
cases with reference to past positions
taken by the United States and vigi-
lance about how current positions may
affect the future.

Such a constant, and constantly
changing, set of factors makes the So-
licitor General’s job something like the
courtroom version of multi-dimen-
sional chess.

Because of his special relationship
with the Supreme Court, the Solicitor
General is often referred to as the
Tenth Justice. Because of its astound-
ing breadth and depth of experience
and expertise, the Solicitor General’s
office has been called the best law firm
in America.

Paul Clement stands in a line of So-
licitors General that includes some of
the true giants in the law and in the
service of our country.

They include many who also served
on the federal bench such as Supreme
Court Chief Justices William Howard
Taft and Charles Evans Hughes; Asso-
ciate Justices Stanley Reed, Robert
Jackson, and Thurgood Marshall; and
Circuit Judges Kenneth Starr, Wade
McCree, and Walter Cummings.

They include some of America’s most
distinguished legal academics such as
Walter Dellinger, the Maggs Professor
of Law at Duke; the late Erwin Gris-
wold, dean of Harvard Law School for
31 years; and the late Rex Lee, from my
own State of Utah, who was the found-
ing dean of the J. Reuben Clark School
of Law at Brigham Young University.

Past Solicitors General also include
those who would distinguish them-
selves in both the academic and judi-
cial worlds such as Charles Fried, who
has taught at Havard Law School since
1961 and served on the Supreme Judi-
cial Court of Massachusetts; and Rob-
ert Bork, who was the Bickel Professor
of Public Law at Yale and served on
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C.
Circuit.

Like Paul Clement, current Chief
Justice John Roberts served as Prin-
cipal Deputy Solicitor General.

Paul deserves to stand among such
legends.

A native of Cedarburg, WI, Paul grad-
uated from the Cedarburg public
schools and went on to receive a bach-
elor’s degree summa cum laude from
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the Georgetown University School of
Foreign Service and a master’s degree
with distinction from Cambridge Uni-
versity.

He then gave Harvard Law School a
try and, sure enough, graduated from
there magna cum laude after serving as
Supreme Court editor of the Harvard
Law Review to boot.

With that record, it is not surprising
that he had the opportunity to clerk
for truly great judges such as Judge
Laurence Silberman on the U.S. Court
of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit, who re-
cently received the Presidential Medal
of Freedom, and Supreme Court Jus-
tice Antonin Scalia.

After a few years in private practice,
Paul joined the United States Senate
family as Chief Counsel of the Judici-
ary Subcommittee on the Constitution,
Federalism, and Property Rights,
chaired by our former colleague and
former Attorney General John
Ashcroft.

I chaired the Judiciary Committee at
the time and remember Paul not only
as a smart and hardworking lawyer but
as a thoughtful, humble, and truly de-
cent person.

It is easy to find someone with either
professional talents or personal quali-
ties, but a rare gift to have someone
like Paul who has both.

After leaving the Senate, Paul re-
turned to private practice and headed
the appellate practice group of the dis-
tinguished law firm of King & Spalding
before joining the Solicitor General’s
office. A far less impressive record
spread over a lifetime would suffice for
most, but Paul does not achieve the
ripe old age of 42 until next week.

Three members of this body have
been serving here since before Paul
Clement was born. Why, the Senator
from West Virginia, Mr. BYRD, was in
his second term when young Paul came
into the world.

The Senator from Paul’s home State
of Wisconsin, Mr. FEINGOLD, my col-
league on both the Judiciary and Intel-
ligence Committees, introduced and
praised Paul at his confirmation hear-
ing. He noted that Paul would be the
youngest Solicitor General in more
than 50 years and one of the youngest
in American history.

I do not want to belabor the point,
but as I become a more seasoned cit-
izen myself, I am impressed with how
much some of these young people can
accomplish.

Oh, I forgot one item on Paul’s jam-
packed résumé. Last September, Paul
squeezed in a full 24 hours of service as
Acting Attorney General. Fittingly,
that was on September 17, which is the
anniversary of both the Constitution’s
signing and the confirmation of Paul’s
former boss Justice Scalia to the Su-
preme Court.

Paul has argued a total of 49 cases
before the Supreme Court. I should per-
haps say that he has so far argued 49
cases, as Paul may well return to the
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Supreme Court podium in the future. It
is the tradition and commitment of the
Solicitor General to defend acts of Con-
gress if there is a reasonable argument
to do so.

No one can turn a merely reasonable
argument into a compelling argument
better than Paul Clement. Many who
have seen him argue remark that
though he speaks without notes, he has
an astounding command of the facts
and the law in each case.

He has vigorously defended the legis-
lation we have enacted on a wide range
of issues, from the McCain-Feingold
campaign finance law and the ban on
partial-birth abortion to the Solomon
Amendment and the Americans with
Disabilities Act.

I would be surprised if any of my col-
leagues voted for every piece of legisla-
tion Paul has defended before the Su-
preme Court. I know I have not.

But in every case, Paul upheld the
highest standards of his office by dili-
gently defending the work of the legis-
lative branch.

And while each Solicitor General
faces unique challenges and special
cases, Paul’s tenure coincided with the
war on terror that we continue to
fight.

He has confronted not only novel,
complex, and serious legal issues, but
he has borne the burden of knowing
that his efforts will dramatically affect
American lives, and indeed the Amer-
ican way of life itself.

Paul’s combination of experience al-
lowed him to do some truly unique
things as Solicitor General. When he
earlier served on the Judiciary Com-
mittee staff, for example, Paul worked
hard on the development and passage
of the Religious Land Use and Institu-
tionalized Persons Act.

I introduced that legislation after
the Supreme Court struck down pre-
vious efforts to protect religious lib-
erty. The Senate unanimously passed
the bill.

Then in 2005, as Solicitor General,
Paul defended the constitutionality of
that law and the Supreme Court unani-
mously upheld it.

And in the case now before the Su-
preme Court regarding the District of
Columbia’s ban on firearm possession,
Paul argued before the Justice for
whom he clerked regarding the opinion
of the Circuit Judge for whom he
clerked.

Some who have compiled such an
amazing resume have taken much
longer to do so. Some who have done so
quickly are, quite frankly, not nearly
so decent and kind as Paul Clement.

He and his wife Alexandra have three
wonderful children, Thomas Antonio,
Theodore Gerald, otherwise known as
Theo, and the youngest, Paul Gregory.
The little one, called P.G., made his
presence known at the opening of
Paul’s confirmation hearing. Young-
sters are known to do that.

We all remember Chief Justice Rob-
erts’ son Jack doing the dance of joy
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when his father was sworn in at the
White House. At his hearing, Paul
noted that he and his wife had prom-
ised the boys Yugioh cards in what he
said would be direct proportion to how
well they behaved that morning. I
thought the boys did quite well that
day and hope they were duly rewarded.

I was also touched at that hearing
when Paul talked about his wife and
her role in supporting his work. He
said: ‘“‘Every day that she allows me to
practice law outside the home while
she stays home with our three boys is
a personal sacrifice and an indulgence
of my interests, for which I am eter-
nally grateful.”

I am not the only one to recognize
Paul Clement as a very good man and
a very good lawyer or to applaud his
service to our country.

I ask unanimous consent to place in
the RECORD following my remarks let-
ters sent to me by former Solicitors
General Ted Olson and Seth Waxman,
the current Deputy Attorney General
Mark Filip and his predecessor Paul
McNulty, former Attorney General
Edwin Meese, former Senator John
Ashcroft, Judge Laurence Silberman,
and Justice Antonin Scalia.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(See exhibit 1.)

I want to highlight a few comments
from a few of these letters.

Former Solicitor General Ted Olson,
for example, wrote to me that ‘I have
been continuously impressed by his un-
failing dedication and talent. I cannot
imagine a more productive, honorable
and distinguished record of exceptional
government service. . . . General Clem-
ent has also been an outstanding stew-
ard of the office of the Solicitor Gen-
eral throughout his 7 years of govern-
ment service. . .. He leaves this fine
office in superb condition, fully staffed
and in the hands of lawyers dedicated
to carry on the work of the Solicitor
General.”

Deputy Attorney General Mark Filip
attended Harvard Law School with
Paul and together they clerked for Jus-
tice Scalia. He writes: ‘“The respect
and praise for Mr. Clement is the prod-
uct of his unique talents and work
ethic. He is exceptionally bright, and
he is a gifted oral advocate. He is also
intellectually honest and open-minded

Paul is a fundamentally decent
person, and a true patriot, and the De-
partment of Justice and Nation are de-
cidedly better because of his public
service.”

And Justice Scalia wrote to me this
way: ‘“when it was rumored that Paul
Clement was under consideration to fill
the vacancy in the office of Solicitor
General, the Court (and I speak here of
a 9-0 judgment) was delighted. It was
the consensus, based on Mr. Clement’s
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appearances before us over the pre-
ceding few years, that the President
could not make a better choice. We
have not been disappointed in our ex-
pectation. For the past 7 years, Gen-
eral Clement could be relied upon to
assure that the Government’s case was
presented forcefully but fairly, without
exaggeration or obfuscation. The Gov-
ernment did not always win, of course,
because sometimes its case was a weak
one; but the Office of Solicitor General
said for it the best that could be said.
I take special pride in passing along
this praise, since as you know Paul was
once a law clerk of mine and has re-
mained a good friend.”

This is certainly high praise and I
share all of it.

But Paul Clement is no ordinary
super-lawyer.

Last year, a profile in the Wall
Street Journal noted Paul’s credentials
and brilliance but also revealed that he
is a fan of alternative rock music, with
his favorite band the grunge group Nir-
vana.

The Journal speculated that Paul is
the first Solicitor General to frequent
the 9:30 Club, described as Washing-
ton’s alternative rock outpost.

A writer on the Wall Street Journals
blog offered this simple yet profound
assessment, which I also share:

Paul Clement rocks.

I understand that Paul will be stay-
ing in the Washington area, returning
to teach law at Georgetown and serv-
ing as a fellow at the Supreme Court
Institute.

Both institutions and the people they
serve are truly blessed to have him.

Already in his young life, Paul Clem-
ent has touched many lives and made
America better.

I understand that Paul and his fam-
ily are today doing some well-deserved
traveling abroad.

I join so many others in thanking
him for his service to America and in
offering my prayers for him and his
family in their lives ahead.

This is an exceptional human being.
He is a great man. At his tender age, he
has been a great Solicitor General by
all measures. Whether you are a Demo-
crat or Republican, you have to ac-
knowledge that. He has served this
country well and faithfully. I value his
friendship. I value him as a human
being.

On behalf of, I think, every member
of the Judiciary Committee and others
who knew him, we wish Paul the abso-
lute best. We know he will be giving a
great deal of knowledge to those young
students and others who will learn
from him.

I am grateful to know him. I am
grateful I have had the privilege of
working with him. I am grateful I have
been able to watch his career as he
served in the Solicitor General’s office.
I am grateful this young man has
reached the heights he has reached be-
cause he deserves it. He is a terrific
human being, and we all know that.

I yield the floor.
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EXHIBIT 1

GIBSON, DUNN & CRUTCHER LLP,
Washington, DC, June 3, 2008.
Re Solicitor General Paul D. Clement

Hon. ORRIN G. HATCH,
U.S. Senate,
Washington, DC,

DEAR SENATOR HATCH: I understand that
you will be offering a Senate tribute to retir-
ing Solicitor General Paul D. Clement. You
are very kind to do this, and I wanted to
take the opportunity to add my praise to the
many plaudits that I am sure you have re-
ceived from others for the outstanding and
dedicated service Solicitor General Clement
has rendered to the Government of the U.S.
and to the people of this Nation during his 7
years as Deputy Solicitor General and Solic-
itor General.

As you know, General Clement served as
my Principal Deputy in the Solicitor Gen-
eral’s office from 2001 until 2004. As a result,
I was able to observe, on a daily basis, his ex-
traordinary talents and dedicated service in
the Department of Justice. I also stayed in
close touch with his work in the years since
I left the office in 2004. I have been continu-
ously impressed by his unfailing dedication
and talent. I cannot imagine a more produc-
tive, honorable and distinguished record of
exceptional government service.

General Clement is and has been a superb
advocate for the United States before the
United States Supreme Court. I personally
observed many of his forty-nine arguments
before the Court and I am familiar with
many of the arguments that I did not wit-
ness. His preparation for and delivery of ar-
guments to the Court have invariably been
superb. His analysis has been meticulous and
insightful, his oral advocacy honest, clear
and forthright, and he is eloquent and per-
suasive in Court. Many of his arguments
have involved defending the constitu-
tionality of acts of Congress. Congress could
not possibly have had a better advocate. He
repeatedly and consistently earned the re-
spect, admiration and appreciation of the
Justices.

Another part of General Clement’s service
was managing the appellate practice of the
lawyers of the United States in the federal
courts. He has worked diligently and con-
scientiously to insure that the interests of
the United States were well served in deter-
mining whether to appeal decisions adverse
to the United States and to intervene in
cases where the interest of the United States
required it. The quality of that advocacy has
been clear, fair, and consistently of the high-
est caliber. In developing the position of the
United States, he has thoughtfully and
painstakingly listened to and helped articu-
late the views of the Government agencies
that he has represented, never overlooking
the fact that the people of this Nation were
his ultimate clients.

General Clement has also been an out-
standing steward of the Office of the Solic-
itor General throughout his 7 years of gov-
ernment service. He has encouraged, sup-
ported and guided the exceptional career at-
torneys and staff members of the Office of
the Solicitor General. He leaves this fine of-
fice in superb condition, fully staffed and in
the hands of lawyers dedicated to carry on
the work of the Solicitor General.

Solicitor General Clement is a
paradigmatical example of unselfish govern-
ment service. He has earned the respect and
gratitude of all citizens.

Thank you for expressing the Nation’s ap-
preciation and thanks to General Clement
for his outstanding personal and professional
service as Solicitor General of the United
States.

Very truly yours,
THEODORE B. OLSON.
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Washington, DC, June 2, 2008.
Hon. ORRIN HATCH,
U.S. Senate,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SENATOR HATCH: I'm delighted to add
my voice to the chorus applauding Paul
Clement’s tenure as Solicitor General of the
United States. Throughout, Paul conducted
himself before the Court in the very finest
traditions of the office. I'm delighted that he
plans (for now at least) to remain close by,
and I look forward to many happy years of
continued professional association with this
fine lawyer.

Yours sincerely,
SETH P. WAXMAN.
OFFICE OF THE
DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL,
Washington, DC, June 2, 2008.
Hon. ORRIN HATCH,
U.S. Senate,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SENATOR HATCH: In June 2008, Paul
Clement completed his tenure at the Justice
Department as one of the most distinguished
Solicitor Generals in United States history.
Mr. Clement leaves the Justice Department
with the respect and admiration of a vast
group of people within the Department,
within the ranks of present and former mem-
bers of the federal judiciary, and among
members of the private bar. The breadth of
this group of people—from both sides of the
political aisle, from across the spectrum of
the federal judiciary, and from his former
litigation colleagues and adversaries alike—
is decidedly uncommon in our present legal
culture. The range of respect for Mr. Clem-
ent is even more impressive when one real-
izes that he has litigated the most high pro-
file cases, concerning the most sensitive
issues, before the U.S. Supreme Court over
the last seven plus years.

The respect and praise for Mr. Clement is
the product of his unique talents and work
ethic. He is exceptionally bright, and he is a
gifted oral advocate. He is also intellectually
honest and open-minded. I regard the year I
spent clerking with him for Justice Scalia as
one of the true good fortunes of my profes-
sional career. Paul is a fundamentally decent
person, and a true patriot, and the Depart-
ment of Justice and Nation are decidedly
better because of his public service. Thank
you very much, Senator Hatch, for appro-
priately recognizing his contribution.

Very truly yours,
MARK FILIP,
Deputy Attorney General.
BAKER & MCKENZIE, LLP,
Washington, DC, June 6, 2008.
Hon. ORRIN G. HATCH,
U.S. Senate,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SENATOR HATCH: Thank you for the
honor to participate in paying tribute to the
outstanding service of Paul Clement, former
Solicitor General of the United States. I was
privileged to be Paul’s colleague at the De-
partment of Justice for six years, and I con-
sider him to be one of our country’s finest
public servants.

Since the horrific attacks on America on
September 11, 2001, our nation has faced the
unprecedented challenge of preventing an-
other devastating attack by a largely invis-
ible enemy. This effort has placed an espe-
cially heavy burden on our military and law
enforcement agencies. It has also presented
us with a set of extremely difficult legal
issues as we work to protect American lives
while remaining faithful to the rule of law.
No one in the United States has done more
to find the best answers to these complex
questions than Paul Clement. At a time
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when our country needed its best and bright-
est to step forward and serve, Paul Clement
was an answer to the prayers of millions of
Americans who earnestly hoped for capable
leaders in this historic hour.

When I served as United State Attorney in
the Eastern District of Virginia, I witnessed
his superb argument before the Fourth Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals in the prosecution of
convicted terrorist Zaccarias Moussaoui and
his excellent judgment and advocacy in the
litigation arising from the detention of
Yaser Hamdi. Paul’s approach was never
combative and ‘“‘win at all costs’’. Rather, he
calmly, respectfully, and brilliantly worked
through the issues presented in these cases
to find answers that were consistent with the
letter and spirit of the U.S. Constitution.
Later, when I served as Deputy Attorney
General, I again had the benefit of Paul’s
wise counsel and a better seat from which to
observe his integrity in action. When Paul
was asked where he thought the Supreme
Court would go in a particular case, he of-
fered only clear and honest assessments with
the utmost respect for every person and per-
spective. It is no small irony that at a time
so marked by emotion-filled arguments and
about constitutional fidelity in the war
against terrorism, our nation’s top advocate
for the government has been a man of unfail-
ing civility and intellectual integrity who
cares far more about the Court getting it
right than his own scorecard of success.

As Paul now enters a new phase in his ex-
traordinary legal career, I wish this man of
faith and devotion to family all the best. I
also hope that some day, once again, he will
be the answer to America’s prayer for a de-
voted public servant in a time a great need.

Senator Hatch, I greatly appreciate your
support for Paul, the Department of Justice,
and your many years of leadership in the
United States Senate.

Respectly yours,
PAUL J. MCNULTY,
Former Deputy Attorney General.

THE HERITAGE FOUNDATION,
Washington, DC, June 10, 2008.
Re Paul Clement

Hon. ORRIN HATCH,
U.S. Senate,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SENATOR HATCH: It is a pleasure to
join you in recognizing the excellent work of
Paul Clement as Solicitor General of the
United States.

Having served as Attorney General, I know
of the importance of his position as the key
official responsible for all the appellate work
done on behalf of the people of this Country.
The Department of Justice has an enviable
record of high quality legal appellate work,
thanks to a succession of fine Solicitors Gen-
eral. Paul has continued that tradition and
has provided the personal leadership and pro-
fessional competence which has won the ac-
claim of the Justices of the Supreme Court
as well as the attorneys that make up the
Supreme Court Bar.

In summary, Paul Clement has done an
outstanding job as Solicitor General of the
United States. His commitment to the rule
of law and the Constitution, as well as his
legal knowledge and expertise, has contrib-
uted to a distinguished record of service to
the Country.

Thank you for your efforts in leading this
commendation of an outstanding public offi-
cial.

Sincerely,
EDWIN MEESE III,
Attorney General of the United States,
(1985-1988).
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THE ASHCROFT GROUP, LLC,
Washington, DC, June 2, 2008.
Hon. ORRIN G. HATCH,
U.S. Senate,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SENATOR HATCH: The opportunity to
thank Paul Clement for his years of super-
lative public service is one for which I am
grateful.

It is a personal pleasure and profound
honor to have had the privilege of working
alongside Paul in various settings. We first
worked together when he served as Counsel
to the Constitution Subcommittee of the
Senate Committee on the Judiciary. Fol-
lowing my appointment as U.S. Attorney
General, I had the satisfaction of working
with Paul in the Office of the Solicitor Gen-
eral.

In all of his service, integrity has been
thoroughly sustained; his wisdom as a Coun-
selor has been unsurpassed and the industry
with which he has approached every chal-
lenge has been unflagging. Even so, Paul
never allowed the excellence of his intellect
to interfere with his cordial friendships with
coworkers.

I know of no record of public service more
worthy of praise than that of Paul Clement.
The U.S. Senate is to be congratulated for
its foresight and wisdom in confirming him
as U.S. Solicitor General to defend our na-
tion’s interests in the judicial system.

I am truly grateful for Paul’s professional
and personal friendship. May God bless him
and his family in the days ahead.

Sincerely,
JOHN ASHCROFT.
U.S. COURT OF APPEALS,
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA CIRCUIT,
Washington, DC, May 19, 2008.
Hon. ORRIN G. HATCH,
U.S. Senate,
Washington, DC.

DEAR ORRIN: The following tribute to Paul
Clement is being sent to you for submission
into the Congressional Record:

“Paul Clement is a superb lawyer and was
a splendid Solicitor General with almost in-
variably good judgment.”’

Sincerely,
LAURENCE H. SILBERMAN,
U.S. Senior Circuit Judge.
SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES,
Washington, DC, June 6, 2008.
Hon. ORRIN G. HATCH,
U.S. Senate,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SENATOR HATCH: I have sometimes
remarked that one does not fully appreciate,
unless and until he becomes a judge, how ap-
propriate it is for counsel to be called ‘‘offi-
cers of the court.” Judges make the deci-
sions, to be sure. But they rely upon counsel
to bring forward the best of what can be said
for each side of the case. And when counsel
fail to do that, the outcome may suffer.

Thus, when it was rumored that Paul
Clement was under consideration to fill the
vacancy in the office of Solicitor General,
the Court (and I speak here of a 9-0 judg-
ment) was delighted. It was the consensus,
based on Mr. Clement’s appearances before
us over the preceding few years, that the
President could not make a better choice.

We have not been disappointed in our ex-
pectation. For the past 7 years, General
Clement could be relied upon to assure that
the Government’s case was presented force-
fully but fairly, without exaggeration or ob-
fuscation. The Government did not always
win, of course, because sometimes its case
was a weak one; but the Office of Solicitor
General said for it the best that could be
said. I take special pride in passing along
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this praise, since as you know Paul was once
law clerk of mine and has remained a good
friend.

For a successful lawyer, a 7-year commit-
ment to government service involves mas-
sive financial sacrifice. The sacrifice is all
the greater, and is shared, when the lawyer
has a wife and three young children. So not
only does Paul deserve the Nation’s thanks
for making a significant contribution to fed-
eral justice, but so does Alexandra for let-
ting him do so.

He has our best wishes and confident ex-
pectations for continuation of a brilliant ca-
reer in the law.

Sincerely,
ANTONIN SCALIA.

TRIBUTE TO FRANK WOODRUFF
BUCKLES

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, this week,
I was pleased to participate in a cele-
bration of a true American hero, a
West Virginia legend, and a friend, Mr.
Frank Woodruff Buckles, the last sur-
viving American veteran of World War
I.

His has always been a life of excite-
ment and adventure, an example of liv-
ing life to the fullest. His career in the
steamship business in the 1920s and
1930s took him to Nazi Germany, where
he saw the German dictator, Adolph
Hitler, at the 1936 Olympics, and wit-
nessed the great Jesse Owens win 4
Gold Medals. In the 1940s, his work
took him to the Philippines, where he
was captured and spent three and one-
third years until the end of World II in
a Japanese POW camp. Here he led his
fellow prisoners in calisthenics, as well
as a number of Japanese guards who
put down their guns and joined in.

That would have been more than a
lifetime of experiences for most mor-
tals, but not Mr. Buckles. His life had
just begun because, after the war, he
married and became a West Virginian
and a farmer!

For the next 50 years, Mr. Buckles
has experienced and enjoyed life as a
farmer in the eastern panhandle of
West Virginia. At 107 years of age, he
still operates his 330-acre cattle farm.
He remains an avid reader. For exam-
ple, he recently read my book, ‘“‘Losing
America.” Every year, on his birthday,
he takes my staffer, Ms. Martha Anne
McIntosh, out to dinner at the Bavar-
ian Inn in Shepherdstown.

Now that is impressive! At the age of
107, he is still reading, working, and en-

gaging in an active social life! Mr.
Buckles is my role model.
Maybe his long, productive, and

happy life is a product of breathing the
good, clean West Virginia mountain
air! More likely, it is the result of his
healthy attitude toward life itself be-
cause, as the Bible tells us, ‘““A merry
heart doeth good like a medicine.”
(Proverbs, 17:22).

Mr. Buckles is eternally young, and
for that, we appreciate him, as well as
honor him for a life that exemplifies
the American ideals of bravery, patri-
otism, and perseverance.
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