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Whereas, for more than 140 years,
Juneteenth Independence Day celebrations
have been held to honor African-American
freedom while encouraging self-development
and respect for all cultures;

Whereas, although Juneteenth Independ-
ence Day is beginning to be recognized as a
national, and even global, event, the history
behind the celebration should not be forgot-
ten; and

Whereas the faith and strength of char-
acter demonstrated by former slaves remains
an example for all people of the United
States, regardless of background, religion, or
race: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That—

(1) the Senate—

(A) recognizes the historical significance of
Juneteenth Independence Day to the Nation;

(B) supports the continued celebration of
Juneteenth Independence Day to provide an
opportunity for the people of the United
States to learn more about the past and to
understand better the experiences that have
shaped the Nation; and

(C) encourages the people of the United
States to observe Juneteenth Independence
Day with appropriate ceremonies, activities,
and programs; and

(2) it is the sense of the Senate that—

(A) history should be regarded as a means
for understanding the past and solving the
challenges of the future; and

(B) the celebration of the end of slavery is
an important and enriching part of the his-
tory and heritage of the United States.

SUPPORTING NATIONAL MEN’S
HEALTH WEEK

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the HELP
Committee be discharged from further
consideration and the Senate now pro-
ceed to S. Res. 585.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report the resolution by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 585) supporting Na-
tional Men’s Health Week.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motions to reconsider be
laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 585

Whereas, despite advances in medical tech-
nology and research, men continue to live an
average of more than 5 years less than
women, and African-American men have the
lowest life expectancy;

Whereas 9 of the 10 leading causes of death,
as defined by the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, affect men at a higher per-
centage than women;

Whereas, between ages 45 and 54, men are 3
times more likely than women to die of
heart attacks;

Whereas men die of heart disease at 1%
times the rate of women;

Whereas men die of cancer at almost 1%
times the rate of women;

Whereas testicular cancer is one of the
most common cancers in men aged 15 to 34,
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and, when detected early, has a 96 percent
survival rate;

Whereas the number of cases of colon can-
cer among men will reach almost 54,000 in
2008, and almost Y2 will die from the disease;

Whereas the likelihood that a man will de-
velop prostate cancer is 1 in 6;

Whereas the number of men developing
prostate cancer will reach over 186,320 in
2008, and an estimated 28,660 will die from
the disease;

Whereas African-American men in the
United States have the highest incidence in
the world of prostate cancer;

Whereas significant numbers of health
problems that affect men, such as prostate
cancer, testicular cancer, colon cancer, and
infertility, could be detected and treated if
men’s awareness of these problems was more
pervasive;

Whereas more than % of the elderly wid-
ows now living in poverty were not poor be-
fore the death of their husbands, and by age
100 women outnumber men 8 to 1;

Whereas educating both the public and
health care providers about the importance
of early detection of male health problems
will result in reducing rates of mortality for
these diseases;

Whereas appropriate use of tests such as
prostate specific antigen (PSA) exams, blood
pressure screens, and cholesterol screens, in
conjunction with clinical examination and
self-testing for problems such as testicular
cancer, can result in the detection of many
of these problems in their early stages and
increase the survival rates to nearly 100 per-
cent;

Whereas women are 100 percent more like-
ly to visit the doctor for annual examina-
tions and preventive services than men;

Whereas men are less likely than women to
visit their health center or physician for reg-
ular screening examinations of male-related
problems for a variety of reasons, including
fear, lack of health insurance, lack of infor-
mation, and cost factors;

Whereas National Men’s Health Week was
established by Congress in 1994 and urged
men and their families to engage in appro-
priate health behaviors, and the resulting in-
creased awareness has improved health-re-
lated education and helped prevent illness;

Whereas the Governors of over 45 States
issue proclamations annually declaring
Men’s Health Week in their States;

Whereas, since 1994, National Men’s Health
Week has been celebrated each June by doz-
ens of States, cities, localities, public health
departments, health care entities, churches,
and community organizations throughout
the Nation, that promote health awareness
events focused on men and family;

Whereas the National Men’s Health Week
Internet website has been established at
www.menshealthweek.org and features Gov-
ernors’ proclamations and National Men’s
Health Week events;

Whereas men who are educated about the
value that preventive health can play in pro-
longing their lifespan and their role as pro-
ductive family members will be more likely
to participate in health screenings;

Whereas men and their families are en-
couraged to increase their awareness of the
importance of a healthy lifestyle, regular ex-
ercise, and medical checkups; and

Whereas June 9 through 15, 2008, is Na-
tional Men’s Health Week, which has the
purpose of heightening the awareness of pre-
ventable health problems and encouraging
early detection and treatment of disease
among men and boys: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the annual National Men’s
Health Week; and

(2) calls upon the people of the United
States and interested groups to observe Na-
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tional Men’s Health Week with appropriate
ceremonies and activities.

————
AUTHORIZING THE ADMINIS-
TRATOR  OF THE ENVIRON-

MENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
TO ACCEPT SUPPLEMENTAL EN-
VIRONMENTAL PROJECTS

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask the
Chair to lay before the Senate a mes-
sage from the House of Representatives
on S. 2146.

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the House of Representatives:

S. 2146

Resolved, That the bill from the Senate
(S. 2146) entitled ‘“An Act to authorize the
Administrator of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency to accept, as part of a settle-
ment, diesel emission reduction Supple-
mental Environmental Projects, and for
other purposes’, do pass with the following
amendment:
Strike out all after the enacting clause

and insert:

SECTION 1. EPA AUTHORITY TO ACCEPT DIESEL
EMISSIONS REDUCTION SUPPLE-
MENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL
PROJECTS.

The Administrator of the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (hereinafter, the ‘“‘Agency’’) may
accept (notwithstanding sections 3302 and 1301
of title 31, United States Code) diesel emissions
reduction Supplemental Environmental Projects
if the projects, as part of a settlement of any al-
leged violations of environmental law—

(1) protect human health or the environment;

(2) are related to the underlying alleged viola-
tions;

(3) do not constitute activities that the defend-
ant would otherwise be legally required to per-
form; and

(4) do not provide funds for the staff of the
Agency or for contractors to carry out the Agen-
cy’s internal operations.

SEC. 2. SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT PROVISIONS.

In any settlement agreement regarding alleged
violations of environmental law in which a de-
fendant agrees to perform a diesel emissions re-
duction Supplemental Environmental Project,
the Administrator of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency shall require the defendant to in-
clude in the settlement documents a certification
under penalty of law that the defendant would
have agreed to perform a comparably valued, al-
ternative project other than a diesel emissions
reduction Supplemental Environmental Project
if the Administrator were precluded by law from
accepting a diesel emission reduction Supple-
mental Environmental Project. A failure by the
Administrator to include this language in such
a settlement agreement shall not create a cause
of action against the United States under the
Clean Air Act or any other law or create a basis
for overturning a settlement agreement entered
into by the United States.

SEC. 3. INCLUSION OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUM-
BIA IN CERTAIN STATE AND LOCAL
GRANT PROGRAMS FOR DIESEL
EMISSION REDUCTIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 791 of the Emnergy
Policy Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 16131) is amended
by adding at the end thereof the following:

‘““(9) DEFINITION OF STATE.—The term ‘State’
includes the District of Columbia.”.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—(1) Section
793(d)(2) of such Act (42 U.S.C. 16133(d)(2)) is
amended by striking ‘‘Governor’ and inserting
‘‘chief executive’’.

(2) Subparagraphs (A) and (B) of section
793(c)(2) of such Act are each amended by strik-
ing “50”° and inserting ‘51"’ and by striking ‘2
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percent’” and inserting ‘‘1.96 percent’ in each
place such terms appear.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
concur in the House amendment, and
the motion to reconsider be laid upon
the table, with no intervening action
or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY,
JUNE 18, 2008

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it
stand adjourned until 10 a.m. tomor-
row, Wednesday, June 18; that fol-
lowing the prayer and the pledge, the
Journal of proceedings be approved to
date, the morning hour be deemed to
have expired, the time for the two lead-
ers be reserved for their use later in
the day, and the Senate then resume
consideration of the motion to proceed
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to H.R. 6049, the Renewable Energy and
Job Creation Act, with Senators per-
mitted to speak therein for up to 10
minutes each. I further ask that at 2:30
p.m., there be 2 hours for morning busi-
ness, with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each, with
the time equally divided and controlled
between the two leaders, or their des-
ignees, with the majority controlling
the first hour and the Republicans con-
trolling the next hour.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

PROGRAM

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, tomor-
row, we expect to be in a position to
turn to consideration of the House
message to accompany H.R. 3221, the
Housing and Economic Recovery Act.
We will continue working with col-
leagues on a way to move forward on
this important legislation.

S5705

Mr. President, I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, if there is
no further business to come before the
Senate, I ask unanimous consent that
the Senate stand adjourned under the
previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 5:51 p.m., adjourned until Wednes-
day, June 18, 2008, at 10 a.m.
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