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Baseball, The Food Bank of Northeast 
Louisiana, Camp Quality, The Salva-
tion Army, and Girl’s and Boy’s State, 
to name a few. In addition they also 
sponsor Interact Clubs at Neville High 
School and River Oaks High School and 
sponsor two students each year to at-
tend District 6190’s Camp RYLA—Ro-
tary Youth Leadership Award, a pro-
gram for young people intended to de-
velop qualities of leadership, good citi-
zenship, and personal development. 

Each year the members of the Rotary 
Club of Monroe also open their homes 
to members of the Rotary Foundation’s 
Group Study Exchange program. They 
have proudly participated in this pro-
gram for many years hosting teams 
from India, France, Norway, England, 
Brazil, Australia, Scotland, Belgium, 
Japan, Austria and several other coun-
tries. Additionally many of their mem-
bers have traveled abroad as a part of 
the Friendship Exchange, where Rotar-
ians seek opportunities to visit other 
districts throughout the world. 

Today, I applaud the Rotary Club of 
Monroe on their 90th anniversary and 
thank them for their continued service 
to the state of Louisiana and the rest 
of the world.∑ 

f 

NOTIFICATION OF THE DESIGNA-
TION OF SHARA L. ARANOFF AS 
CHAIRMAN AND DANIEL PEAR-
SON AS VICE CHAIRMAN OF THE 
UNITED STATES INTERNATIONAL 
TRADE COMMISSION, EFFECTIVE 
JUNE 17, 2008—PM 52 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Finance: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Consistent with the provisions of 19 

U.S.C. 1330(c)(1), this is to notify the 
Congress that I have designated Shara 
L. Aranoff as Chairman and Daniel 
Pearson as Vice Chairman of the 
United States International Trade 
Commission, effective June 17, 2008. 

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, June 17, 2008. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

The President pro tempore (Mr. 
BYRD) announced that on today, June 
17, 2008, he had signed the following en-
rolled bills, which were previously 
signed by the Speaker of the House: 

S. 1245. An act to reform mutual aid agree-
ments for the National Capital Region. 

S. 2516. An act to assist members of the 
Armed Forces in obtaining United States 
citizenship, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 3179. An act to amend title 40, United 
States Code, to authorize the use of Federal 
supply schedules for the acquisition of law 
enforcement, security, and certain other re-
lated items by State and local governments. 

H.R. 3913. An act to amend the Inter-
national Center Act to authorize the lease or 

sublease of certain property described in 
such Act to an entity other than a foreign 
government or international organization if 
certain conditions are met. 

ENROLLED BILLS PRESENTED 

The Secretary of the Senate reported 
that on today, June 17, 2008, she had 
presented to the President of the 
United States the following enrolled 
bills: 

S. 1245. An act to reform mutual aid agree-
ments for the National Capital Region. 

S. 2516. An act to assist members of the 
Armed Forces in obtaining United States 
citizenship, and for other purposes. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–6617. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Director, Directives and Regula-
tions Branch, Department of Agriculture, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Clarifying Prohibitions for 
Failure to Maintain Control of Fires That 
Damage National Forest System Lands’’ 
(RIN0596–AC30) received on June 17 , 2008; to 
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

EC–6618. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel, National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Civil Procedures’’ 
(RIN0648–AS54) received on June 16, 2008; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–6619. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of the Army (Civil Works), 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the final re-
port for the Illinois River Basin Restoration 
Comprehensive Plan; to the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works. 

EC–6620. A communication from the Chair-
man, Nuclear Regulatory Commission, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a report relative to 
new types of information that have been des-
ignated to be protected as ‘‘Safeguards Infor-
mation’’; to the Committee on Environment 
and Public Works. 

EC–6621. A communication from the Chair-
man, U.S. International Trade Commission, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report enti-
tled, ‘‘Textiles and Apparel: Effects of Spe-
cial Rules for Haiti on Trade Markets and In-
dustries’’; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC–6622. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Office of Legislative Affairs, 
Department of State, transmitting, pursuant 
to law , a report by the U.S. Global AIDS Co-
ordinator on the Involvement of Faith-Based 
Organizations in the Global Fund to Fight 
AIDS; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

EC–6623. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Office of Legislative Affairs, 
Department of State, transmitting, pursuant 
to law , a semi-annual report relative to the 
compliance of several countries with the 
freedom of emigration provisions of the 1974 
Trade Act; to the Committee on Foreign Re-
lations. 

EC–6624. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Office of Legislative Affairs, 
Department of State, transmitting, pursuant 
to law , a report relative to the U.S. military 
personnel and civilian contractors involved 
in the anti-narcotics campaign in Colombia; 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–6625. A communication from the Dep-
uty Secretary of Defense, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the Office of Inspector Gen-
eral’s Semiannual Report for the period of 
October 1, 2007, through March 31, 2008; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC–6626. A communication from the Chair-
man, Council of the District of Columbia, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report on 
D.C. Act 17–403 , ‘‘Omnibus Domestic Part-
nership Equality Amendment Act of 2008’’ re-
ceived on June 13, 2008; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–6627. A communication from the Staff 
Director, U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report rel-
ative to the Commission’s recent appoint-
ment of members to the Wyoming Advisory 
Committee; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

EC–6628. A communication from the Staff 
Director, U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report rel-
ative to the Commission’s recent appoint-
ment of members to the Kentucky Advisory 
Committee; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

EC–6629. A communication from the Staff 
Director, U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report rel-
ative to the Commission’s recent appoint-
ment of members to the Florida Advisory 
Committee; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

f 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS 
The following petitions and memo-

rials were laid before the Senate and 
were referred or ordered to lie on the 
table as indicated: 

POM–370. A resolution adopted by the 
North Carolina State Council of the Junior 
Order United American Mechanics express-
ing its support of the men and women of the 
Armed Forces; to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

POM–371. A resolution adopted by the 
Council of the Village of Elida, Ohio, ex-
pressing its opposition to H.R. 3359; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

POM–372. A resolution adopted by the 
Commission of the City of Miami, Florida, 
urging Congress to grant temporary protec-
tive status to Haitians in the United States; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

POM–373. A resolution adopted by the 
North Carolina State Council of the Junior 
Order United American Mechanics express-
ing its support for the establishment of the 
English language as the official language of 
the United States; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

POM–374. A resolution adopted by the 
North Carolina State Council of the Junior 
Order United American Mechanics urging 
Congress to resolve the immigration issues; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

POM–375. A concurrent resolution adopted 
by the House of Representatives of the State 
of Louisiana urging Congress to enact legis-
lation limiting increases in health insurance 
premiums and other costs; to the Committee 
on Armed Services. 

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 123 
Whereas, H.R. 579, the Military Retirees 

Health Protection Act, and S. 604, the Mili-
tary Health Care Protection Act, have been 
pending in the United States Congress since 
February of 2007; and 

Whereas, S. 604 would bar the TRICARE 
Prime enrollment fee and TRICARE phar-
macy copayments from being increased in 
any year by a percentage that exceeds the 
percentage increase in military retiree pay; 
and 
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Whereas, S. 604 also would bar any enroll-

ment fee or any increase in the TRICARE 
Standard or any increase in the TRICARE 
Standard inpatient copayments and would 
bar TRICARE Reserve Select premiums from 
being increased by a percentage that exceeds 
the most recent basic pay increases; and 

Whereas, H.R. 579 contains similar provi-
sions to limit certain increases in health in-
surance premiums, deductibles, copayments, 
and other charges of military retirees for 
their military health benefits; and 

Whereas, career members in the uniformed 
services and their families endure unique 
and extraordinary demands and make ex-
traordinary sacrifices over the course of 
twenty- to thirty-year careers in protecting 
freedom for all Americans; and 

Whereas, the demands and sacrifices are 
such that few Americans are willing to bear 
or accept them for a multiyear career; and 

Whereas, a primary benefit of enduring the 
extraordinary sacrifices inherent in a mili-
tary career is a range of extraordinary re-
tirement benefits that a grateful Nation pro-
vides for those who choose to subordinate 
much of their personal life for the national 
interest for so many years; and 

Whereas, many private sector firms are 
curtailing health benefits and shifting sig-
nificantly higher costs to their employees, 
and one effect of such curtailment is that re-
tired members of the uniformed services are 
turning to health care services from the De-
partment of Defense and its TRICARE pro-
gram for the health care benefits in retire-
ment that they earned by their service in 
uniform; and 

Whereas, while the Department of Defense 
has made some efforts to contain increases 
in the cost of the TRICARE program, a large 
part of these efforts has been devoted to 
shifting a larger share of the costs of bene-
fits under that program to retired members 
of the uniformed services; and 

Whereas, the cumulative increase in en-
rollment fees, deductibles, and copayments 
being proposed by the Department of Defense 
for health care benefits under the TRICARE 
program far exceeds the thirty-three percent 
increase in military retired pay since such 
fees, deductibles, and copayments were first 
required on the part of retired members of 
the uniformed services eleven years ago; and 

Whereas, proposals of the Department of 
Defense for increases in the enrollment fees, 
deductibles, and copayments of retired mem-
bers of the uniformed services who are par-
ticipants of the TRICARE program fail to 
recognize adequately that such members 
paid the equivalent of enormous in-kind pre-
miums for health care in retirement through 
their extended sacrifices by service in uni-
form; and 

Whereas, some of the nation’s health care 
providers refuse to accept participants in the 
TRICARE program as patients because that 
program pays them significantly less than 
commercial insurance programs and imposes 
unique administrative requirements for 
health care services; and 

Whereas, the Department of Defense and 
the Nation have a committed obligation to 
provide health care benefits to retired mem-
bers of the uniformed services that exceeds 
the obligation of corporate employers to pro-
vide health care benefits to their employees; 
and 

Whereas, the Department of Defense has 
many additional options to constrain the 
growth of health care spending in ways that 
do not disadvantage retired members of the 
uniformed services who participate in the 
TRICARE program and should pursue any 
and all such options rather than seek large 
increases for enrollment fees, deductibles, 
and copayments for such retirees and their 
families or survivors who do participate in 
the program; and 

Whereas, any percentage increase in fees, 
deductibles, and copayments that may be 
considered under the TRICARE program for 
retired members of the uniformed services 
and their families or survivors should not in 
any case exceed the percentage increase in 
military retired pay. Therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana 
does hereby memorialize the United States 
Congress to enact legislation limiting cer-
tain increases in health insurance premiums, 
deductibles, copayments, and other charges 
of military retirees for their military health 
benefits being proposed by the Department 
of Defense. Be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution be 
transmitted to the presiding officers of the 
Senate and the House of Representatives of 
the Congress of the United States of America 
and to each member of the Louisiana con-
gressional delegation. 

POM–376. A resolution adopted by the 
House of Representatives of the State of 
Rhode Island expressing its opposition to 
federal proposals to authorize increases in 
the size or weight of commercial motor vehi-
cles; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

HOUSE RESOLUTION 8296 
Whereas, The State of Rhode Island is com-

mitted to protecting the safety of motorists 
on its highways and to protecting taxpayers’ 
investment in our highway infrastructure; 
and 

Whereas, The General Assembly of the 
State of Rhode Island and Providence Plan-
tations resolved jointly to urge the Congress 
of the United States to oppose proposals to 
increase truck size or weight limitations in 
1997 (Assembly Joint Resolution No. 8) and 
2003 (Senate Joint Resolution No. 7) because 
of the threat that longer combination vehi-
cles and other larger trucks present to high-
way safety; and 

Whereas, There are proposals to include in-
creases in the size or weight of commercial 
motor vehicles, including triple-trailer 
trucks, in legislation reauthorizing federal 
transportation funding, which will be consid-
ered in the United States Congress in 2009; 
and 

Whereas, Recent events have focused pub-
lic concern on the quality of our highway in-
frastructure, especially bridges; and 

Whereas, Federal and state studies have 
found that increasing the size and weight of 
commercial motor vehicles may accelerate 
the deterioration of bridges and highway in-
frastructure; and 

Whereas, The extent of damage to bridges 
that would be caused by operations of bigger 
and heavier commercial vehicles is un-
known; and 

Whereas, The 2007 National Bridge Inven-
tory maintained by the Federal Highway Ad-
ministration classified 53% of bridges in 
Rhode Island as having been rated struc-
turally deficient or functionally obsolete; 
now, therefore be it 

Resolved, That this House of Representa-
tives of the State of Rhode Island and Provi-
dence Plantations hereby reaffirms its oppo-
sition to proposals, at all levels of govern-
ment, that would authorize increases in the 
size and weight of commercial motor vehi-
cles because of the impact that these in-
creases would have on highway infrastruc-
ture, especially bridges; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be 
and he hereby is authorized and directed to 
transmit duly certified copies of this resolu-
tion to the President and Vice President of 
the United States, the Speaker of the United 
States House of Representatives, the Major-
ity Leader of the United States Senate and 
the Rhode Island Delegation to the Congress 
of the United States. 

POM–377. A concurrent resolution adopted 
by the General Assembly of the State of Ohio 
urging Congress to renew the exemption for 
the sternwheel river steamboat Delta Queen 
from the 1966 Safety at Sea Act; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 36 
Whereas, The sternwheel river steamboat 

Delta Queen, built in 1926, has been trans-
porting passengers on the Western Rivers 
system since 1947. It is one of only two 
sternwheel river passenger boats operating 
under steam and is the sole remaining West-
ern Rivers system overnight passenger boat; 
and 

Whereas, The Delta Queen serves as a re-
minder of a time when steamboats trans-
ported people and supplies on the rivers of 
the United States. Life on the steamboat 
today is much as it was in the 1920s, a relax-
ing 8- to 10-mile-an-hour pace with no mod-
ern electronic distractions such as television 
and the Internet; and 

Whereas, The Delta Queen carries 174 over-
night passengers and is currently exempt 
from the 1966 Safety at Sea Act, which pro-
hibits wooden boats from carrying more than 
50 overnight passengers. However, this ex-
emption is set to expire at the end of 2008, 
and influential members of the Congress of 
the United States have stated that they are 
planning on not renewing the exemption, an 
action that would eliminate this important 
reminder of Ohio’s and America’s history; 
now therefore be it 

Resolved, That we, the members of the 
127th General Assembly of the State of Ohio, 
urge the Congress of the United States to 
renew the exemption for the sternwheel river 
steamboat Delta Queen from the 1966 Safety 
at Sea Act so that it can continue to carry 
overnight passengers on the Western Rivers 
system; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives send duly authenticated 
copies of this resolution to the Speaker and 
the Clerk of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives, to the President Pro Tempore 
and the Secretary of the United States Sen-
ate, to the members of the Ohio Congres-
sional delegation, and to the news media of 
Ohio. 

POM–378. A concurrent resolution adopted 
by the Senate of the State of Louisiana urg-
ing Congress to establish grant programs to 
mitigate the damages caused by the opening 
of the Bonnet Carre Spillway; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 51 
Whereas, on April 11, 2008, the United 

States Army Corps of Engineers opened the 
Bonnet Carre Spillway for the first time in 
eleven years for the purpose of preventing 
flooding in the New Orleans area; and 

Whereas, the seafood industry in St. Tam-
many, St. Bernard, Orleans, and Plaque-
mines parishes have been negatively im-
pacted by the opening of the Bonnet Cane 
Spillway. Therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana 
does hereby memorialize the United States 
Congress to establish a grant program to as-
sist the seafood industry in St. Tammany, 
St. Bernard, Orleans, and Plaquemines par-
ishes. Be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution be 
transmitted to the secretary of the United 
States Senate and the clerk of the United 
States House of Representatives and to each 
member of the Louisiana con ssional delega-
tion. 

POM–379. A concurrent resolution adopted 
by the Senate of the State of Louisiana urg-
ing Congress to oppose the authorization of 
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offshore aquaculture in the Gulf of Mexico; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 36 

Whereas, there is currently pending before 
Congress the National Offshore Aquaculture 
Act of 2007, which authorizes the secretary of 
the United States Department of Commerce 
to establish and implement a regulatory sys-
tem for offshore aquaculture in the Exclu-
sive Economic Zone; and 

Whereas, despite the absence of statutory 
authority in the Magnusson-Stevens Fish-
eries Conservation Act to provide a frame-
work for development of deepwater fish 
farms, the Gulf of Mexico Fisheries Manage-
ment Council has nevertheless proposed im-
plementation of a regulatory system for ma-
rine aquaculture in federal waters off the 
coast of Louisiana; and 

Whereas, as drafted, the proposed plans en-
vision the use of large containment cages lo-
cated between two and three hundred miles 
off the coast of Louisiana; and 

Whereas, the cages are proposed to be filled 
with numerous fish and to be located on or 
near oil and gas rigs in the Gulf of Mexico, 
without any restrictions as to the location of 
such cages; and 

Whereas, past experiences with aqua-
culture operations of this nature have re-
sulted in increased pollution of the sur-
rounding waters due to concentrated 
amounts of fish food, fish waste, and chemi-
cals and antibiotics used to treat the caged 
fish, and have resulted in damaged cages 
floating free, interfering with maritime com-
merce and endangering others attempting to 
use the surrounding waters; and 

Wheres, additional concerns about the de-
velopment of deepwater fish farming include 
potential genetic damage to both the farmed 
fish in the cages and the wild fish in the sur-
rounding waters, the spread of disease among 
the farmed fish and the wild fish, and the 
stress that the farms would put on forage 
fish, such as menhaden; and 

Wheres, Louisiana is known for its seafood 
and for its devotion to fishing the Gulf of 
Mexico for a myriad of fish, all of which may 
be impacted by the establishment of deep-
water aquaculture facilities in the very areas 
where our commercial and recreational fish-
ermen pursue their passion for fishing; and 

Whereas, Louisiana is also known for its 
oil and gas industry, much of which is now 
located offshore in the very areas where 
these fish farms are likely to be located and 
where the large containment cages may 
break their moorings during hurricanes, add-
ing to the damage to oil and gas rigs during 
times of inclement weather; and 

Whereas, there has been little in-depth re-
search conducted into the unintended con-
sequences of deepwater fish farming, particu-
larly in the Gulf of Mexico, and it appears 
that the Gulf of Mexico Fisheries Manage-
ment Council is acting too quickly to enact 
rules allowing the establishment of deep-
water fish farms in the Gulf of Mexico and, 
in fact, is acting in advance of congressional 
direction to begin development and imple-
mentation of such a program; and 

Whereas, Louisiana has had little input 
into the development of the regulatory sys-
tem that would govern deepwater fish farm-
ing, an industry that has every potential for 
dramatic impact on Louisiana’s commercial 
and recreational fishing industries, the larg-
est such industry in the continental United 
States; and 

Whereas, the recreational and commercial 
fishing industries in this state combine for 
an annual economic impact well in excess of 

a billion dollars, and the oil and gas indus-
tries have an even greater economic impact 
in this state, with accompanying tax reve-
nues that fund many of the services provided 
by the state; and 

Whereas, the development of deepwater 
fish farms off the coast of Louisiana could 
have a tremendous negative impact on both 
these industries which could, in turn, have a 
tremendous negative impact on the tax reve-
nues received by the state from the indus-
tries and related transactions, thereby caus-
ing a reduction in the funds available for 
state expenditure. Therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana 
does hereby memorialize the United States 
Congress to oppose the authorization of off-
shore aquaculture in the Gulf of Mexico. Be 
it further 

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution 
shall be transmitted to the secretary of the 
United States Senate and the clerk of the 
United States House of Representatives, to 
each member of the Louisiana delegation, to 
the National Marine Fisheries Service of the 
National Oceanographic and Atmospheric 
Administration, and to the Gulf of Mexico 
Fisheries Management Council. 

POM–380. A resolution adopted by the 
House of Representatives of the State of Ha-
waii expressing its support for assistance for 
persons present in the United States under 
the Compacts of Free Association; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

HOUSE RESOLUTION 

Whereas, in 1986, the United States (U.S.) 
entered into a Compact of Free Association 
(COFA or Compact) with the Federated 
States of Micronesia and the Republic of the 
Marshall Islands and, in 1994, the U.S. en-
tered into a similar Compact with the Re-
public of Palau that created a unique rela-
tionship between the U.S. and the Freely As-
sociated States; and 

Whereas, the terms of the Compacts set 
out mutually beneficial rights and obliga-
tions in several areas, including economic 
development and defense, and created the 
right of citizens from the Freely Associated 
States to freely travel to, and work and re-
side in, the U.S. without durational limit; 
and 

Whereas, a significant number of COFA 
citizens travel to and reside in the State of 
Hawaii; and 

Whereas, many COFA migrants arrive in 
the state with serious medical needs, and 
many need financial assistance or housing 
assistance because of the relative lack of re-
sources they have available; and 

Whereas, when the Compacts were initially 
executed, Congress recognized there could be 
a significant effect on the resources of the 
places to which the COFA citizens migrated 
and explicitly stated that, ‘‘it is not the intent 
of Congress to cause any adverse consequences 
for an affected jurisdiction’’ P.L. 108–188, sec-
tion 104(e)(1) (emphasis added); and 

Whereas, in 1997, Congress passed the Per-
sonal Responsibility Work Opportunities 
Reconciliation Act (PRWORA), which pro-
vided that most non-citizens in the U.S., 
with limited exceptions, became ineligible 
for federally-funded welfare programs includ-
ing Temporary Assistance for Needy Fami-
lies, Medicaid, Food Stamps, and Supple-
mental Security Income; and 

Whereas, COFA migrants were among the 
non-citizen groups excluded by PRWORA, 
and not included as one of the exceptions, de-
spite the fact that they are legal residents in 
the U.S. and are more like citizens than im-

migrants or other legally resident non-citi-
zens in terms of their ability to reside, work, 
and attend school in the U.S.; and 

Whereas, despite losing access to federal 
funds for services to COFA migrants because 
of PRWORA, the State of Hawaii has contin-
ued to make the services available through 
equivalent state-funded services to address 
the social, educational, public safety, and 
medical needs of COFA citizens who legally 
reside in the state, just as it provides them 
to other legal residents; and 

Whereas, the State has consistently re-
ported increasing costs each year for the 
services provided to COFA migrants, the ma-
jority of which are not reimbursed by the 
federal government; and 

Whereas, in 2006, the cost reported by the 
state agencies to provide services for COFA 
migrants was over $91,000,000, while the fed-
eral assistance to the State as Compact Im-
pact Assistance was approximately 
$10,600,000; and 

Whereas, the federal government created 
the relationship with the Freely Associated 
States that allows their citizens to freely re-
side in the U.S. with few limitations; and 

Whereas, extending eligibility for federal 
assistance to the COFA migrants would bet-
ter support the purposes underlying the 
COFA; and 

Whereas, providing federal assistance for 
COFA migrants additionally would alleviate 
much of the burden on the State’s budget 
while still maintaining the same level of 
services for the COFA migrants; and 

Whereas, the Governor has repeatedly sug-
gested in reports and letters to the U.S. De-
partment of the Interior that COFA mi-
grants should be made eligible for federal fi-
nancial assistance, and Hawaii’s Congres-
sional Delegation has consistently supported 
the idea of extending federal assistance to 
COFA migrants; and 

Whereas, in 2007, Senator Akaka and Sen-
ator Inouye introduced a bill in the United 
States Senate, S. 1676, which would extend 
eligibility for certain federal benefits to 
COFA migrants legally residing in the U.S.; 
and 

Whereas, in 2007, Representative Aber-
crombie and Representative Hirono intro-
duced a bill in the United States House of 
Representatives, H.R. 4000, which would ex-
tend eligibility for certain federal benefits to 
COFA migrants legally residing in the U.S.; 
now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, By the House of Representatives 
of the Twenty-fourth Legislature of the 
State of Hawaii, Regular Session of 2008, 
that this body supports the bills currently in 
Congress, S. 1676 and H.R. 4000, and urges 
that the bills be heard and moved out of 
Committee, to receive the consideration of 
the full Senate and the full House of Rep-
resentatives, and further to encourage Con-
gress and the President to enact the bills 
into law, which would benefit COFA mi-
grants in the U.S. regardless of the state or 
territory in which they reside and support 
the stated intent of Congress that the rela-
tionship created by the Compacts not cause 
adverse consequences to the states; and be it 
further 

Resolved, That the Department of Labor 
and Industrial Relations Office of Language 
Access is requested to provide its services to 
citizens of COFA nations, and that other pro-
grams that may be available to individuals 
whose first language is not English be pro-
vided to citizens of COFA nations; and be it 
further 

Resolved, That certified copies of this Reso-
lution be transmitted to the President of the 
United States, all members of Congress, the 
Secretary of the Interior, the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services, the Secretary of 
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Agriculture, the Governor, the President of 
the Republic of Palau, the President of the 
Federated States of Micronesia, and the 
President of the Republic of the Marshall Is-
lands. 

POM–381. A concurrent resolution adopted 
by the Legislature of the State of Utah urg-
ing Congress to pass the Rights-of-way Rec-
ognition Act; to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. 

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 5 
Whereas, in 1866, the United States Con-

gress passed an open-ended grant of ‘‘the 
right-of-way for the construction of high-
ways over public lands, not reserved for pub-
lic uses’’; 

Whereas, the statute, commonly referred 
to as R.S. 2477, remained in effect for 110 
years, and most of the transportation routes 
in the West were established under its au-
thority; 

Whereas, although Congress repealed R.S. 
2477 in 1976 by passing the Federal Land Pol-
icy Management Act, it purposely protected 
all rights-of-way established prior to October 
21, 1976; 

Whereas, unlike any other federal land 
statute the establishment of R.S. 2477 rights- 
of-way required no entry, application, li-
cense patent, or deed on the part of the fed-
eral government, and no formal act of public 
acceptance on the part of the states or local-
ities in whom the rights were vested; 

Whereas, because R.S. 2477 rights-of-way 
were not required by the grant to be for-
mally recorded, they have become one of the 
more contentious land use issues in the 
West, resulting in on-the-ground conflicts 
and expensive litigation; 

Whereas, Southern Utah Wilderness Alli-
ance v. Bureau of Land Management (SUWA 
v. BLM), a 10th Circuit Court of Appeals’ 
order filed January 6, 2006, provides a 
thoughtful and reasonable way to resolve 
road disputes between the federal govern-
ment and counties; 

Whereas, the United States Department of 
the Interior has developed and issued guide-
lines implementing the well-reasoned prin-
ciples in SUWA v. BLM, formerly known as 
the ‘‘Norton Implementation’’; 

Whereas, certain members of Congress and 
certain nongovernmental organizations are 
attempting to defeat the principles of SUWA 
v. BLM as adopted by the Department of the 
Interior, and are trying to redefine R.S. 2477 
rights-of-way out of existence in order to 
create additional wilderness across the West, 
which by definition is roadless; 

Whereas, Representative Steve Pearce of 
New Mexico has introduced in Congress the 
‘‘R.S. 2477 Rights-of-Way Recognition Act,’’ 
a bill that codifies the beneficial principles 
established in SUWA v. BLM; and 

Whereas, rights-of-way, including roads es-
tablished under R.S. 2477, are essential trans-
portation routes which are critical to the 
economic stability and vitality of the rural 
West: Now, Therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Legislature of the state 
of Utah, the Governor concurring therein, 
urge the United States Congress to support 
the fair and equitable resolution of R.S. 2477 
rights-of-way by enacting the R.S. 2477, 
Rights-of-Way Recognition Act. Be it Fur-
ther 

Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be 
sent to the Majority Leader of the United 
States Senate, the Speaker of the United 
States House of Representatives, and to the 
members of Utah’s congressional delegation. 

POM–382. A concurrent resolution adopted 
by the Legislature of the State of Utah urg-
ing Congress to designate a new recipient of 
royalties from Navajo reservation lands in 

Utah; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 4 
Whereas, in 1933 Congress added federal 

lands located in San Juan County to the 
Navajo reservation and directed Utah to re-
ceive 37.5% of oil and gas royalties from 
those lands for ‘‘the tuition of Indian chil-
dren in white schools and/or the building or 
maintenance of roads . . . or for the benefit 
of Indians residing therein’’; 

Whereas, in 1968 Congress amended the 
purposes for which the 37.5% of oil and gas 
royalties are to be expended to be ‘‘for the 
health, education, and general welfare of the 
Navajo Indians residing in San Juan County, 
Utah’’; 

Whereas, Utah is unique amongst the 
states in having such an obligation and the 
San Juan Navajos are unique in having this 
relationship to the state; 

Whereas, by treaty in 1868 the Navajo Na-
tion was recognized as a sovereign and it is 
now the largest American Indian tribe in the 
country with significant expertise in its gov-
ernance of its people; 

Whereas, the Navajo Nation receives and 
expends the other 62.5% of the oil and gas 
royalties from the San Juan County portion 
of the Navajo reservation; 

Whereas, the San Juan Navajos are valued 
citizens of the state of Utah whose interests 
include the need for critical infrastructure 
such as water and electricity; 

Whereas, the state first received monies 
from the 37.5% of the oil and gas royalties in 
1959 and litigation related to those royalties 
began almost immediately, with a first 
major decision occurring in 1961; 

Whereas, the litigious environment sur-
rounding the state’s administration of the 
oil and gas royalties harms the relationship 
between the state and the San Juan Navajos 
and complicates all parties’ ability to meet 
the needs of the San Juan Navajos; 

Whereas, Navajos have expressed a desire 
to have greater input or control over the ad-
ministration of the 37.5% of oil and gas roy-
alties; 

Whereas, there exists several Navajo re-
lated entities that are equipped to find a 
more effective way to administer these roy-
alties where the state is not cast in the role 
as trustee; 

Whereas, removal of the state as a go-be-
tween provides an opportunity for Navajos to 
determine the best use of these royalties; 

Whereas, Congress should designate a new 
recipient of the 37.5% of oil and gas royal-
ties; and 

Whereas, the state will continue to assist 
its citizens in the San Juan County through 
more traditional state tools such as the Nav-
ajo Revitalization Fund: Now, Therefore, be 
it 

Resolved, That the Legislature of the state 
of Utah, the Governor concurring therein, 
encourages the United States Congress to ex-
peditiously designate a new recipient of the 
37.5% of oil and gas royalties as quickly as 
possible. Be it further 

Resolved, That the Legislature and Gov-
ernor support congressional action that re-
sults in the 37.5% of oil and gas royalties 
continuing to flow to the benefit of San Juan 
Navajos. Be it further 

Resolved, That the Legislature and Gov-
ernor request Congress to work with inter-
ested parties to ensure the best solution pos-
sible regarding the distribution of the 37.5% 
of oil and gas royalties. Be it further 

Resolved, That copies of this concurrent 
resolution be sent to: 

(1) the members of Utah’s congressional 
delegation; 

(2) the Navajo Utah Commission; 
(3) the President of the Navajo Nation; 

(4) the Speaker of the Navajo Nation Coun-
cil; 

(5) the board of trustees of the Navajo 
Trust Fund; and 

(6) the Dineh Committee of the Navajo 
Trust Fund. 

POM–383. A resolution adopted by the 
House of Representatives of the State of Ha-
waii urging Congress to agree to an econ-
omy-wide reduction in its greenhouse gas 
emissions; to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 53 
Whereas, the White House is convening a 

Major Economies Meeting on Energy Secu-
rity and Climate Change with seventeen in-
vited countries at the Center for Cultural 
and Technical Interchange Between East and 
West, Inc. (East-West Center) on the campus 
of the University of Hawaii at Manoa on Jan-
uary 30 and 31, 2008, to discuss potential 
international agreements on global climate 
change; and 

Whereas, for more than half a century, re-
searchers have used atmospheric samples 
taken at the Mauna Loa Observatory on the 
island of Hawaii to track a steady annual in-
crease in the concentration of carbon dioxide 
in the atmosphere and have concluded that 
concentrations are now higher than they 
have been in the past eight hundred thou-
sand years; and 

Whereas, scientific consensus links the an-
thropogenic increase in greenhouse gases to 
global climate change; and 

Whereas, the Fourth Assessment Report of 
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change indicates that global emissions of 
greenhouse gases need to peak in the next 
ten to fifteen years and be reduced to levels 
well below half those in 2000 by the middle of 
this century in order to stabilize greenhouse 
gases concentrations in the atmosphere at 
the lowest levels assessed by the Intergov-
ernmental Panel on Climate Change to date 
in its scenarios; and 

Whereas, achieving the lowest levels as-
sessed by the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change to date and its cor-
responding potential damage limitation 
would require developed countries as a group 
to reduce emissions in a range of twenty-five 
to forty percent below 1990 levels by 2020; and 

Whereas, the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change and the signatory nations of 
the United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change have recognized the spe-
cial dangers of climate change to island 
states, territories, and nations; and 

Whereas, global climate change is causing 
rapid melting of ice at both the north and 
south polar regions, which, in conjunction 
with thermal expansion due to warmer water 
temperatures, is leading to a rapid rise in sea 
level; and 

Whereas, University of Hawaii experts 
have demonstrated that a one meter rise in 
sea level would inundate much of Hawaii’s 
coastline, including the world renowned 
Waikiki resort area, the Honolulu Inter-
national Airport’s reef runway, the majority 
of Hawaii’s wastewater treatment facilities, 
many historic sites, and many populated 
areas, including lands up to a mile away 
from the existing shoreline in parts of Hono-
lulu; and 

Whereas, global climate change also 
threatens Hawaii with stronger hurricanes, 
prolonged drought, shifting weather pat-
terns, warmer temperatures, shifting micro- 
climates, increased spread of invasive spe-
cies, and saltwater intrusion into its 
aquifers; and 

Whereas, increased atmospheric carbon di-
oxide concentrations foster greater carbon 
dioxide uptake by the world’s oceans, leading 
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to ocean acidification and the resultant de-
creases in reef health and decreases in sur-
vival of ocean life that rely on calcium car-
bonate shells; and 

Whereas, Hawaii is doing its part to reduce 
its contribution to global climate change by 
adopting progressive energy policies that 
promote the use of clean energy technologies 
such as wind, solar, wave, and biomass en-
ergy; and 

Whereas, Act 234, Session Laws of Hawaii 
2007, placed a binding statewide cap on Ha-
waii’s greenhouse gas emissions, by requir-
ing Hawaii to reduce its non-aviation green-
house gas emissions to their 1990 levels be-
fore 2020; Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives of 
the Twenty-fourth Legislature of the State of 
Hawaii, Regular Session of 2008, That in rec-
ognition of Hawaii’s overwhelming vulner-
ability to global climate change, the Presi-
dent of the United States is urged to use the 
January 30 and 31, 2008, Major Economies 
Meeting on Energy Security and Climate 
Change, which is being hosted in Hawaii, to 
commit to an economy-wide reduction in 
greenhouse gas emissions in the United 
States; and be it further 

Resolved, That the President of the United 
States is urged to consent to binding and 
quantified commitments for the United 
States under the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change that would 
result in the rapid stabilization and decrease 
in atmospheric greenhouse gas concentra-
tions; and be it further 

Resolved, That certified copies of this Reso-
lution be transmitted to the President of the 
United States, the President of the United 
States Senate, the Speaker of the United 
States House of Representatives, members of 
Hawaii’s congressional delegation, and the 
Secretariat of the United Nations Frame-
work Convention on Climate Change. 

POM–384. A concurrent resolution adopted 
by the Senate of the State of Louisiana urg-
ing Congress to extend Louisiana’s seaward 
boundary in the Gulf of Mexico to three ma-
rine leagues; to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 38 
Whereas, Louisiana’s seaward boundary in 

the Gulf of Mexico has been judicially deter-
mined to be three geographical miles and the 
United States has jurisdiction past the three 
geographical miles; and 

Whereas, Congress has the power to amend 
the Submerged Lands Act of 1953, to allow 
for the recognition that Louisiana’s seaward 
boundary extends three marine leagues into 
the Gulf of Mexico; and 

Whereas, Louisiana acts as a significant 
energy corridor vital to the entire United 
States and provides intersections of oil and 
natural gas intrastate and interstate pipe-
line networks which serve as references for 
future markets, such as the Henry Hub for 
natural gas, the St. James Louisiana Light 
Sweet Crude Oil, and the Mars Sour Crude 
Oil contracts; and 

Whereas, Louisiana provides storage for 
the nation’s Strategic Petroleum Reserve 
and is the home of the Louisiana Offshore Oil 
Port, the nation’s major import terminal for 
foreign oil; and 

Whereas, Louisiana and its coastal wet-
lands provide access to nearly thirty-four 
percent of the U.S. natural gas supply and 
nearly twenty-nine percent of the U.S. oil 
supply, upon which the United States’ eco-
nomic growth depends; and 

Whereas, Louisiana ranks first in crude oil 
production, and ranks second in natural gas 
production, both including the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf production; and 

Whereas, hurricanes Katrina and Rita have 
shown that the loss of vital oil and gas infra-

structure in Louisiana and the Gulf of Mex-
ico has an immediate and direct impact upon 
the economy and well-being of the entire 
country and its citizens; and 

Whereas, hurricanes Katrina and Rita 
turned approximately one hundred square 
miles of southeast Louisiana coastal wet-
lands into open water, and destroyed more 
wetlands east of the Mississippi River in one 
month than experts estimated to be lost in 
over forty-five years; and 

Whereas, the states of Texas and Florida 
have seaward boundaries in the Gulf of Mex-
ico to three marine leagues; and 

Whereas, Louisiana will receive an in-
crease in Outer Continental Shelf oil and gas 
revenues, but such revenues will not be of a 
significant amount until 2017; and 

Whereas, the extension of Louisiana’s sea-
ward boundary into the Gulf of Mexico for 
three marine leagues will provide an imme-
diate stream of revenue for use in the state’s 
efforts to clean up, rebuild, and restore 
southern Louisiana; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana 
memorializes the Congress of the United 
States to extend Louisiana’s seaward bound-
ary in the Gulf of Mexico to three marine 
leagues; and be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution 
shall be transmitted to the secretary of the 
United States Senate and the clerk of the 
United States House of Representatives and 
to each member of the Louisiana delegation 
to the United States Congress. 

POM–385. A concurrent resolution adopted 
by the Legislature of the State of Louisiana 
urging Congress to take such actions as are 
necessary to prohibit the importation of nu-
clear waste generated outside of the United 
States; to the Committee on Environment 
and Public Works. 

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 99 
Whereas, EnergySolutions, based in Salt 

Lake City, is seeking a license from the 
United States Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion (NRC) to import up to approximately 
twenty thousand tons, a total volume of up 
to approximately one million cubic feet, of 
various types of materials from decommis-
sioned nuclear facilities in Italy; and 

Whereas, EnergySolutions would process 
and recycle most of the contaminated mate-
rial at its facilities in Tennessee, in accord-
ance with licenses issued by the state of Ten-
nessee; and 

Whereas, the remaining waste would be 
sent to EnergySolutions’ low-level radio-
active waste disposal facility in Clive, Utah, 
and any waste that does not qualify for dis-
posal at the Utah facility would be returned 
to Italy; and 

Whereas, EnergySolutions’ license applica-
tion specifies that the waste is to be trans-
ported to the United States by oceangoing 
vessel to the ports of Charleston or New Or-
leans, and at the time of the application, the 
generators of the waste were ‘‘not fully 
known’’ nor could the waste be evaluated for 
classification pursuant to federal regula-
tions; and 

Whereas, although the NRC seeks the 
input of the states of Tennessee and Utah as 
the states where the waste is processed and 
disposed, the states of Louisiana and South 
Carolina were not consulted despite the fact 
that the waste would spend significant time 
in these states while the cargo is transferred 
from an oceangoing vessel to either barge, 
truck, or rail transportation; and 

Whereas, the state of Louisiana continues 
to rebuild in the wakes of Hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita where substantial federal, 
state, and private resources are being 
brought to bear on the New Orleans metro 
area, and the fact or the perception that New 

Orleans is a staging area for foreign nuclear 
waste is counterproductive to that rebuild-
ing effort; and 

Whereas, Europe as a whole may see an in-
crease in the need to process and dispose of 
nuclear waste as many of the countries in 
Europe rely on an aging inventory of nuclear 
power plants that will be decommissioned in 
the coming years, as in the EnergySolutions 
application, and new facilities are being 
planned not only as replacements but also to 
reduce reliance on fossil fuel; and 

Whereas, the current application from 
EnergySolutions may only be the beginning 
of a trend as the decrease in value of the 
United States dollar in relation to the Euro 
will make disposal of Europe’s nuclear waste 
in the United States economically attractive 
and make New Orleans the gateway to that 
cheap disposals; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Legislature of Louisiana 
does hereby memorialize the United States 
Congress to take such actions as are nec-
essary to prohibit the importation of nuclear 
waste generated outside of the United States 
of America; and be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution be 
transmitted to the presiding officers of the 
Senate and the House of Representatives of 
the Congress of the United States of America 
and to each member of the Louisiana con-
gressional delegation. 

POM–386. A resolution adopted by the Leg-
islature of the State of Utah relative to 
trade with Taiwan; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 4 
Whereas, it is our belief that it is the re-

sponsibility of the United States to promote 
the values of freedom and democracy, a com-
mitment to open markets, and the free ex-
change of goods and ideas both at home and 
abroad; 

Whereas, the Republic of China on Taiwan 
shares these values and has struggled 
throughout the past 50 years to create what 
is an open and thriving democracy; 

Whereas, despite being a member of the 
World Trade Organization since 2002, Taiwan 
has no formal trade agreement with the 
United States; 

Whereas, however, Taiwan has emerged as 
the United States eighth largest trading 
partner, the 11th largest export market, and 
the fifth largest farm products market; 

Whereas, the United States is Taiwan’s 
largest trading partner, and American busi-
nesses have benefitted greatly from this dy-
namic trade relationship; 

Whereas, in terms of labor, environmental, 
and intellectual property protection stand-
ards, Taiwan is a model for advanced econo-
mies; 

Whereas, a free trade agreement with Tai-
wan will enable United States firms to lever-
age Taiwan’s role as a gateway to Asia, with 
Taiwan serving as a secure platform and 
springboard for innovation and market ac-
cess; 

Whereas, a free trade agreement with Tai-
wan would provide United States firms with 
a base of operations from which to export 
goods and services into the greater China re-
gion and Southeast Asia; 

Whereas, a free trade agreement with Tai-
wan would extend the coverage of World 
Trade Organization agreements to products, 
sectors, and conditions of trade not ade-
quately covered; 

Whereas, over the past two decades, Tai-
wan has emerged as one of the United States 
most important allies in Asia and through-
out the world; 

Whereas, Taiwan has forged an open, mar-
ket-based economy and a thriving democ-
racy based on free elections and the freedom 
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of dissent, and it is in the interest of the 
United States to encourage the development 
of both of these institutions; 

Whereas, the United States has an obliga-
tion to its allies and to its own citizens to 
encourage economic growth, market open-
ings, and the destruction of trade barriers as 
a means of raising living standards; and 

Whereas, a free trade agreement with Tai-
wan would be a positive step toward accom-
plishing these important goals: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate of the State of 
Utah urges the President of the United 
States and the United States Congress to 
support a free trade agreement between the 
United States and the Republic of China on 
Taiwan; and be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be 
sent to the President of the United States, 
the President of the United States Senate, 
the Speaker of the United States House of 
Representatives, the President of the Repub-
lic of China on Taiwan, and the members of 
Utah’s congressional delegation. 

POM–387. A joint resolution adopted by the 
Legislature of the State of Utah urging sup-
port of Medicaid long-term care funding of 
home and community-based supports; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 5 
Whereas, Utah’s population is aging and 

Utahans with disabilities are living longer, 
healthier lives; 

Whereas, thousands of Utahans with dis-
abilities and older Utahans currently need or 
will need long-term care and support to live 
productive lives in their communities; 

Whereas, facility-based care is a manda-
tory benefit and community-based supports 
are an optional benefit of Medicaid; 

Whereas, long-term care accounts for over 
25 percent of all of Utah Medicaid spending; 

Whereas, nearly 60 percent of long-term 
care expenditures in Utah Medicaid are for 
facility-based care; 

Whereas, facility-based care can be up to 
five times more expensive than community- 
based support; 

Whereas, Utah Medicaid costs are growing 
at a rate of approximately 10 percent per 
year; 

Whereas, the Utah Legislature’s Medicaid 
Interim Committee is seeking recommenda-
tions for containing costs and increasing ac-
countability; and 

Whereas, Medicaid long-term care reform 
must be a cooperative effort among the Fed-
eral and State government, the private sec-
tor, and the disability and elderly commu-
nities: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Legislature of the State 
of Utah urges Utah’s congressional delega-
tion to support the continued shift of Med-
icaid long-term care funding toward home 
and community-based supports; be it further 

Resolved, That the Legislature urges Utah’s 
congressional delegation to support pro-
viding States with the flexibility and tools 
needed to manage Medicaid long-term care 
costs in a fiscally responsible manner; be it 
further 

Resolved, That the Legislature urges Utah’s 
congressional delegation to support pro-
viding Medicaid long-term care and supports 
in the most appropriate and cost-effective 
manner while maintaining individual choice; 
be it further 

Resolved, That the Legislature urges Utah’s 
congressional delegation to ensure the active 
participation of people with disabilities and 
older Americans in the ongoing design, im-
plementation, and review of Medicaid’s long- 
term care system; and be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be 
sent to the members of Utah’s congressional 

delegation, the members of the Utah Legisla-
ture’s Medicaid Interim Committee, and the 
Disability Law Center. 

POM–388. A resolution adopted by the Leg-
islature of the State of Utah urging U.S. 
withdrawal from the Security and Prosperity 
Partnership of North America; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 1 
Whereas, President George W. Bush estab-

lished the Security and Prosperity Partner-
ship (SPP) of North America with the na-
tions of Mexico and Canada on March 23, 
2005; 

Whereas, the gradual creation of such a 
North American Union from a merger of the 
United States, Mexico, and Canada would be 
a direct threat to the United States Con-
stitution and the national independence of 
the United States and would imply an even-
tual end to national borders within North 
America; 

Whereas, on March 31, 2006, a White House 
news release confirmed the continuing exist-
ence of the SPP and its ‘‘ongoing process of 
cooperation’’; 

Whereas, Congressman Ron Paul has writ-
ten that a key to the SPP plan is an exten-
sive new North American Free Trade Agree-
ment (NAFTA) superhighway: ‘‘[U]nder this 
new ‘partnership,’ a massive highway is 
being planned to stretch from Canada into 
Mexico, through the state of Texas.’’; 

Whereas, this trilateral partnership to de-
velop a North American Union has never 
been presented to Congress as an agreement 
or treaty, and has had virtually no congres-
sional oversight; and 

Whereas, state and local governments 
throughout the United States would be nega-
tively impacted by the SPP and North Amer-
ican Union process, such as the ‘‘open bor-
ders’’ vision of the SPP, eminent domain 
takings of private property along the 
planned superhighways, and increased law 
enforcement problems along those same su-
perhighways: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives of the State of Utah urges the United 
States Congress and Utah’s congressional 
delegation, to use all of their efforts, ener-
gies, and diligence to withdraw the United 
States from any further participation in the 
Security and Prosperity Partnership of 
North America. Be it further 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives urges Congress to withdraw the United 
States from any other bilateral or multilat-
eral activity, however named, which seeks to 
advance, authorize, fund, or in any way pro-
mote the creation of any structure to accom-
plish any form of North American Union as 
described in this resolution. Be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be 
sent to the Majority Leader of the United 
States Senate, the Speaker of the United 
States House of Representatives, to the 
members of Utah’s congressional delegation, 
and all members of Congress by electronic 
means. 

POM–389. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the State of Pennsylvania recognizing 
the month of May 2008 as ‘‘Amyotrophic Lat-
eral Sclerosis Awareness Month’’ to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 326 
Whereas, Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis 

(ALS) is better known as Lou Gehrig’s dis-
ease; and 

Whereas, ALS is a fatal neurodegenerative 
disease characterized by degeneration of cell 
bodies of the lower motor neurons in the 
gray matter of the anterior horns of the spi-
nal cord; and 

Whereas, the initial symptom of ALS is 
weakness of the skeletal muscles, especially 
those of the extremities; and 

Whereas, as ALS progresses, the patient 
experiences difficulty in swallowing, talking 
and breathing; and 

Whereas, ALS eventually causes muscles 
to atrophy, and the patient becomes a func-
tional quadriplegic; and 

Whereas, because ALS does not affect men-
tal capacity, persons with ALS remain alert 
and aware of the loss of motor function and 
the inevitable outcome of continued deterio-
ration and death; and 

Whereas, ALS occurs in adulthood, most 
commonly between the ages of 40 and 70, 
with the peak age about 55; and 

Whereas, ALS affects men two to three 
times more often than women; and 

Whereas, more than 5,000 new ALS patients 
are diagnosed annually; and 

Whereas, on average, patients diagnosed 
with ALS survive only two to five years from 
the time of diagnosis; and 

Whereas, research indicates that military 
veterans are at a 50% or greater risk of de-
veloping ALS than other persons; and 

Whereas, ALS has no known cause, means 
of prevention or cure; and 

Whereas, ‘‘Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis 
Awareness Month’’ increases public aware-
ness of ALS patients’ circumstances, ac-
knowledges the terrible impact of ALS on 
patients and their families and recognizes 
ongoing research to eradicate ALS: Now, 
therefore be it 

Resolved, That the Senate of the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania recognize the month 
of May 2008 as ‘‘Amyotrophic Lateral Scle-
rosis (ALS) Awareness Month’’ in the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania; and be it fur-
ther 

Resolved, That the Senate urge the Presi-
dent and Congress of the United States to 
enact legislation to provide additional fund-
ing for ALS research; and be it further 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be 
transmitted to the President of the United 
States, to the Vice President of the United 
States, to the Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, to the members of Congress 
from Pennsylvania and to the United States 
Secretary of Health and Human Services. 

POM–390. A concurrent resolution adopted 
by the House of Representatives of the State 
of Arizona urging Congress to enact legisla-
tion to provide adequate school facilities on 
tribal lands; to the Committee on Indian Af-
fairs. 

HOUSE CONCURRENT MEMORIAL 2007 
Whereas, to achieve true self-determina-

tion, Native American governments, includ-
ing the Hopi Tribe, must have the resources 
necessary to provide a quality education to 
their children living on federally recognized 
tribal lands so that those children have the 
same opportunity for learning as nonreserva-
tion children; and 

Whereas, it is vital to Indian education 
that the concepts of the No Child Left Be-
hind Act be implemented in a manner con-
sistent with the social, civic, economic, edu-
cational and cultural needs of American In-
dian tribes and communities; and 

Whereas, the Hopi Day School and the 
Hotevilla-Bacavi Community School at 
Third Mesa, Arizona have been in existence 
collectively for over one hundred and twen-
ty-five years; and 

Whereas, due to the age and poor physical 
condition of the Hopi Day School and the 
Hotevilla-Bacavi Community School facili-
ties, neither school can provide an appro-
priate educational environment for its stu-
dents. The schools’ deficiencies include 
classrooms that do not meet minimum space 
requirements and that lack a reliable means 
of controlling the temperature and air qual-
ity, interior walls painted with lead-based 
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paint, numerous cracks in the masonry walls 
making the structural integrity of the build-
ing questionable and a lack of the standard 
amenities common to most schools. Both 
school facilities have been described by two 
different Bureau of Indian Affairs inspec-
tions as having exceeded their usefulness and 
functional life: and 

Whereas, the Hopi children living at Third 
Mesa who attend the Hopi Day School and 
the Hotevilla-Bacavi Community School are 
at risk and suffer from a significant edu-
cational disadvantage in comparison to their 
off-reservation peers, and this situation will 
continue until the federal government re-
places the facilities at both schools; and 

Whereas, in the face of the deplorable 
physical conditions of their school facilities, 
the Hopi children attending these schools 
have nevertheless excelled at their AIMS 
test (Arizona Instrument to Measure Stand-
ards) and their Adequate Yearly Progress 
(AYP) assessments for the last five years, de-
spite the fact that only one-third of tribal 
schools nationwide are attaining the AYP, 
thereby demonstrating their desire to 
achieve educational excellence; and 

Whereas, at a time when schools across the 
entire country are diligently engaged in edu-
cational reforms to ensure that ‘‘no child is 
left behind’’, the Hopi children living in the 
Third Mesa area are being left behind by the 
very entity responsible for the reform move-
ment, the federal government; and 

Whereas, the Hopi Tribe is the only tribe 
in Arizona that does not have a gaming com-
pact and, therefore, has no other financial 
resources with which to improve the condi-
tions of its schools; and 

Whereas, the Hopi Tribe believes that a 
single school facility designed and built to 
serve the combined student populations 
served by the Hopi Day School and the 
Hotevilla-Bacavi Community School would 
be economically advantageous and would 
allow the addition of specialized staff and 
programs not available in the current sepa-
rate school facilities, would reduce or elimi-
nate duplication of staff, services and bus 
routes required under the two-school struc-
ture, would provide a proper learning envi-
ronment for delivery of the whole edu-
cational program for each child from pre-
school through the eighth grade, would allow 
local control and would provide a school fa-
cility that is designed and constructed to 
last for many years and that can appro-
priately accommodate the growth of the 
local population; and 

Whereas, the Bureau of Indian Education 
has recognized that combining these two 
schools on the Hopi reservation would be a 
more meaningful, appropriate and just solu-
tion to the problems caused by the current 
dilapidated buildings; and 

Whereas, the governing boards for the two 
schools formally agreed to the concept of 
having a single school facility for the entire 
Third Mesa area providing educational pro-
grams that include early childhood edu-
cation through the eighth grade; and 

Whereas, the reservation-wide Hopi Board 
of Education adopted a resolution supporting 
the single school concept and took formal 
action to reserve a landsite for the new 
school; and 

Whereas, the Village of Kykotsmovi Gov-
erning Board endorsed the single school con-
cept and took formal action to reserve a 
landsite for the new school; and 

Whereas, the Hopi Tribal Council adopted a 
resolution approving both the single school 
concept and the landsite assignment. Where-
fore your memorialist, the House of Rep-
resentatives of the State of Arizona, the Sen-
ate concurring, 

Prays: 
1. That the United States Congress recog-

nize that failure to maintain adequate school 

facilities on Indian lands is a violation of the 
rights of tribal governments and commu-
nities to exercise and assert equitable edu-
cation in their boundaries. 

2. That the United States Congress provide 
a sufficient set-aside of Bureau of Indian 
Education monies to ensure that one new 
school will replace the two extremely old 
schools on the Third Mesa of the Hopi Res-
ervation in order to promote fair and quality 
education for the children of the Hopi Indian 
Nation. 

3. That the United States Congress pro-
mote and support adequate funding of 
schools on American Indian Reservations. 

4. That the Secretary of State of the State 
of Arizona transmit copies of this Memorial 
to the President of the United States Senate, 
the Speaker of the United States House of 
Representatives and each Member of Con-
gress from the State of Arizona 

POM–391. A concurrent resolution adopted 
by the House of Representatives of the State 
of Hawaii urging Congress to ratify the UN 
convention on the elimination of all forms of 
discrimination against women; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 16 
Whereas, the Convention on the Elimi-

nation of All Forms of Discrimination 
Against Women (Convention) was adopted by 
the United Nations General Assembly in 
1979; and 

Whereas, the Convention is the most com-
plete international agreement that focuses 
specifically on basic human rights for 
women; and 

Whereas, the Convention requires ratifying 
nations to improve the status of women and 
to work towards eliminating discrimination 
and violence against women by establishing 
equality in legal status, political participa-
tion, education, employment, healthcare, 
and the family structure; and 

Whereas, the Convention has resulted in 
reforms for women around the world, includ-
ing measures against sex slavery, domestic 
violence, and trafficking of women; increas-
ing primary education previously denied to 
females; and improved health care that have 
saved lives during pregnancy and childbirth; 
and 

Whereas, in 1972, Hawaii was the first state 
to ratify the federal Equal Rights Amend-
ment, which would have amended the United 
States Constitution by establishing a guar-
antee of equal rights for women; and 

Whereas, although the United States 
played an important role in drafting the 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms 
of Discrimination Against Women, the 
United States is one of only eight countries 
that include Sudan, Somalia, Qatar, Iran, 
Nauru, Palau, and Tonga, that have not rati-
fied the Convention as of March 1, 2007; and 

Whereas, the United States’ failure to rat-
ify the Convention undermines the principle 
that human rights of women are universal 
and worthy of being guaranteed through 
international human rights standards; and 

Whereas, as women in the Unites States 
are succeeding in greater leadership roles in 
business and government and participate in 
local and national elections in record num-
bers, it is appropriate that the United States 
Congress demonstrate its unequivocal sup-
port for the rights of women internationally 
by ratifying the United Nations Convention 
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimi-
nation Against Women; Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives of 
the Twenty-fourth Legislature of the State of 
Hawaii, Regular Session of 2008, the Senate con-
curring, That the Legislature urges the 
United States Senate to demonstrate our na-
tional commitment to human rights for all 

people by ratifying the United Nations Con-
vention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination Against Women, and joining 
the one hundred eighty-five ratifying nations 
in endorsing the most comprehensive treaty 
ensuring fundamental human rights and 
equality for all women; and be it futher 

Resolved, that certified copies of this Con-
current Resolution be transmitted to the 
President of the United States Senate, the 
Speaker of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives, and members of Hawaii’s con-
gressional delegation. 

POM–392. A resolution adopted by the Leg-
islature of the State of Utah reaffirming the 
words, ‘‘Under God,’’ in the pledge of alle-
giance; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 3 

Whereas, the Pledge of Allegiance is a 
promise or oath of allegiance to the United 
States as represented by its national flag; 

Whereas, the Pledge of Allegiance is com-
monly recited in unison at public events and 
especially in public school classrooms; 

Whereas, the Pledge of Allegiance was 
written in 1892 by Francis Bellamy, a Baptist 
minister; 

Whereas, by presidential proclamation, 
and later at the urging of the National Flag 
Conference, Reverend Bellamy’s original 
version of the Pledge was altered prior to 
being officially recognized as the official na-
tional pledge in 1945; 

Whereas, on Flag Day, 1954, at President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower’s urging, the United 
States Congress passed a resolution to add 
the words ‘‘under God’’ to the Pledge of Alle-
giance; 

Whereas, President Eisenhower explained, 
‘‘These words [‘‘under God’] will remind 
Americans that despite our great physical 
strength we must remain humble. They will 
help us to keep constantly in our minds and 
hearts the spiritual and moral principles 
which alone give dignity to man, and upon 
which our way of life is founded.’’; and 

Whereas, it is fitting that the phrase 
‘‘under God’’ in the Pledge of Allegiance be 
reaffirmed as part of the official Pledge of 
Allegiance of the United States; Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Legislature of the state 
of Utah reaffirms the words ‘‘under God’’ as 
part of the official Pledge of Allegiance of 
the United States of America; and be it fur-
ther 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be 
sent to the President of the United States, 
the Majority Leader of the United States 
Senate, the Speaker of the United States 
House of Representatives, and to the mem-
bers of Utah’s congressional delegation. 

POM–393. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the State of Pennsylvania urging Con-
gress to enact bill S. 70 of 2007 relative to 
Memorial Day; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 321 

Whereas, Memorial Day is a day of remem-
brance for those who have died in this na-
tion’s service; and 

Whereas, the United States observes Me-
morial Day as a time to honor and reflect on 
those sacrifices; and 

Whereas, Memorial Day was officially pro-
claimed by General John Logan, national 
commander of the Grand Army of the Repub-
lic, in his General Order No. 11, and it was 
first observed on May 30, 1868; and 

Whereas, Congress established Memorial 
Day as the last Monday in May when it ap-
proved the National Holiday Act of 1971 (P.L. 
90–363) to ensure a three-day weekend for the 
Federal holiday; and 
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Whereas, traditional observance of Memo-

rial Day has diminished over the years as 
many Americans have forgotten the meaning 
and traditions of Memorial Day and instead 
use that day to celebrate the beginning of 
summer; and 

Whereas, to help re-educate and remind 
Americans of the true meaning of Memorial 
Day, President George W. Bush signed the 
National Moment of Remembrance Act in 
2000 (P.L. 106–579), designating 3 p.m. local 
time on Memorial Day as the National Mo-
ment of Remembrance to encourage citizens 
to pause and remember our fallen soldiers; 
and 

Whereas, to fully return the solemn spirit 
to Memorial Day, this nation should also re-
turn to the traditional day of observance of 
May 30 each year, regardless of the day of 
the week on which it falls; therefore be it 

Resolved, That the Senate of the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania memorialize the 
President and the Congress of the United 
States to enact bill S. 70 of 2007, which would 
designate the legal public holiday of Memo-
rial Day as May 30, call for the flying of the 
flag at half-staff until noon that day and en-
courage Americans to observe Memorial Day 
as a day of ceremonies for showing respect 
for American veterans of wars and other 
military conflicts; and be it further 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be 
transmitted to the President of the United 
States, the presiding officers of each house of 
Congress and to each member of Congress 
from Pennsylvania. 

POM–394. A concurrent resolution adopted 
by the Legislature of the State of Utah urg-
ing Congress to pass balanced immigration 
reform; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 5 
Whereas, the economic relationship with 

Mexico, which shares our border, is vital to 
the United States because Mexico is the 
United States’ second most important trad-
ing partner, the United States is Mexico’s 
most important trading partner, and the 
U.S. is the largest source of direct foreign in-
vestment in Mexico; 

Whereas, economic, historic, and cultural 
ties between the U.S. and Mexico are critical 
to many U.S. industries, including many in 
Utah; 

Whereas, as a result of their shared borders 
and proximity to Mexico, western states, in-
cluding Utah, suffer a disproportionate fi-
nancial burden on health care, education, 
the environment, and criminal justice sys-
tems because of unauthorized immigration 
from Mexico, affecting the economy of the 
entire region; 

Whereas, the economic impacts may be off-
set by allowing more legal and readily avail-
able foreign workers to enter the U.S.; 

Whereas, seasonal industries, including ag-
riculture and hospitality, historically and 
currently play a pivotal role in Utah’s econ-
omy, and are heavily dependent upon a sta-
ble and reliable foreign labor pool; and 

Whereas, current immigration law address-
es neither documented U.S. labor shortages 
nor marketplace dynamics, and without a 
lawful avenue to provide seasonal employees, 
encourages continued unlawful immigration 
to the U.S. which continues to negatively 
impact the state’s economy; now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Legislature of the state 
of Utah, the Governor concurring therein, 
express support for the development of a bal-
anced national immigration policy with the 
overarching purpose of protecting and pre-
serving the safety and interests of the 
United States and its citizens while recog-
nizing the needs of Utah industries to have a 
stable and legal supply of workers quickly 

available where there are no U.S. workers 
otherwise available; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Legislature and the 
Governor urge Utah’s congressional delega-
tion to work with the United States Con-
gress to ensure that any reform efforts focus 
primarily on enabling Utah’s employers to 
hire a legal workforce sufficient to meet the 
needs of Utah industries to enhance the eco-
nomic growth of the state’s private sector; 
and be it further 

Resolved, That the Legislature and the 
Governor urge Congress to reform the cur-
rent systems for obtaining work visas and 
reduce the delay for legal immigration; and 
be it further 

Resolved, That the Legislature and the 
Governor express their opposition to grant-
ing blanket amnesty to undocumented per-
sons and urge that appropriate sanctions be 
a part of any solution; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Legislature and the 
Governor recognize that addressing the sta-
tus of millions of undocumented persons cur-
rently present in the U.S. is a complex issue; 
and be it further 

Resolved, That the Legislature and the 
Governor urge that in passing immigration 
reform Congress not inadvertently create un-
necessary hurdles and lengthy delays for 
those who wish to legally hire non-U.S. 
workers; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Legislature and the 
Governor urge that in passing immigration 
reform Congress not inadvertently create in-
centives for additional illegal immigration 
by creating unnecessary hurdles and lengthy 
delays for those who wish to immigrate le-
gally for work or citizenship; and be it fur-
ther 

Resolved, That the Legislature and the 
Governor urge Congress to reform the For-
eign Worker Visa system as part of any im-
migration reform; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Legislature and the 
Governor urge Congress to eliminate current 
visa backlogs and prevent future backlogs to 
help meet Utah workforce demands; and be it 
further 

Resolved, That the Legislature and the 
Governor recommend that these tasks can be 
accomplished by: 

(1) dramatically increasing the annual im-
migrant visa caps, including the limits on H– 
1B and H–2B visas, particularly in the indus-
tries requiring highly trained and educated 
workers and seasonal hospitality operations; 

(2) streamlining the processing of H–2A 
visas to create a more workable system to 
enable agricultural employers to hire needed 
foreign workers for seasonal jobs; 

(3) maintaining the L–1 visa program; and 
(4) expediting work authorization for for-

eign nationals who complete University- 
level degrees in U.S. institutions to ensure 
that the benefits of the educational invest-
ment the nation has made in these individ-
uals remains in the U.S.; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Legislature and the 
Governor urge Congress to ensure the en-
forcement of current federal employer sanc-
tions for knowingly hiring undocumented 
labor, which requires the federal government 
to adopt a secure, reliable, and fast employ-
ment verification system accessible to em-
ployers electronically 24 hours a day; and be 
it further 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be 
sent to the Majority Leader of the United 
States Senate, the Speaker of the United 
States House of Representatives, the United 
States Department of Homeland Security, 
and to the members of Utah’s congressional 
delegation. 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mrs. MURRAY (for herself and Mr. 
DODD): 

S. 3141. A bill to provide for nondiscrimina-
tion by eligible lenders in the Federal Fam-
ily Education Loan Program; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. REID (for Mr. OBAMA): 
S. 3142. A bill to amend the Public Health 

Service Act to enhance public health activi-
ties related to stillbirth and sudden unex-
pected infant death; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself and Mrs. 
DOLE): 

S. 3143. A bill to assist law enforcement 
agencies in locating, arresting, and pros-
ecuting fugitives from justice; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. BAUCUS (for himself, Mr. 
GRASSLEY, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. 
VOINOVICH, Mr. SALAZAR, Mr. ROB-
ERTS, Mr. BROWN, Mr. SMITH, Mr. 
CASEY, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. LEVIN, Mrs. 
DOLE, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mr. ISAKSON, 
Mr. WYDEN, Mr. BURR, Mr. DODD, Ms. 
SNOWE, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. HATCH, Ms. 
CANTWELL, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. SCHUMER, 
Mrs. CLINTON, Ms. MIKULSKI, and Mrs. 
LINCOLN): 

S. 3144. A bill to amend part B of title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to delay 
and reform the Medicare competitive acqui-
sition program for purchase of durable med-
ical equipment, prosthetics, orthotics, and 
supplies; to the Committee on Finance. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 1117 
At the request of Mr. BOND, the name 

of the Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
CASEY) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1117, a bill to establish a grant program 
to provide vision care to children, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 1120 
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the 

name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1120, a bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to provide grants 
for the training of graduate medical 
residents in preventive medicine and 
public health. 

S. 1232 
At the request of Mr. DODD, the name 

of the Senator from Rhode Island (Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1232, a bill to direct the Secretary 
of Health and Human Services, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of Edu-
cation, to develop a voluntary policy 
for managing the risk of food allergy 
and anaphylaxis in schools, to estab-
lish school-based food allergy manage-
ment grants, and for other purposes. 

S. 1418 
At the request of Mr. DODD, the name 

of the Senator from New York (Mrs. 
CLINTON) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1418, a bill to provide assistance to im-
prove the health of newborns, children, 
and mothers in developing countries, 
and for other purposes. 
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