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Whereas estriol has been prescribed and
used for decades in the United States;

Whereas Congress has long recognized ac-
tive pharmaceutical ingredients meeting
standards set by the United States Pharma-
copeia as permissible options for physician
prescribing and pharmacy compounding;

Whereas the Food and Drug Administra-
tion (FDA) has announced that it will no
longer permit compounding pharmacists to
prepare medications containing estriol pur-
suant to a doctor’s prescription;

Whereas insurers are now denying women
reimbursement for compounded medications
containing estriol as a result of the FDA’s
announcement; and

Whereas the FDA has acknowledged that it
is unaware of any adverse events associated
with use of compounded medications con-
taining estriol: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That it is the sense
of the Congress that—

(1) physicians are in the best position to
determine which medications are most ap-
propriate for their patients;

(2) the Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) should respect the physician-patient
relationship; and

(3) the FDA should reverse its policy that
aims to eliminate patients’ access to com-
pounded medications containing estriol that
their physicians prescribe for them, unless
the FDA holds a public comment period on
the issue and can document evidence of ad-
verse events and other safety issues to jus-
tify such policy.

————

NOTICE OF HEARING

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that a hearing has been scheduled be-
fore the Senate Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources. The hearing
will be held on Tuesday, June 17, 2008,
at 10 a.m., in room SD-366 of the Dirk-
sen Senate Office Building.

The purpose of the hearing is to ex-
amine the challenges and regional so-
lutions to developing transmission for
renewable electricity resources.

Because of the limited time available
for the hearing, witnesses may testify
by invitation only. However, those
wishing to submit written testimony
for the hearing record may do so by
sending it to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources, United States
Senate, Washington, DC 20510-6150, or
by e-mail to Gina_weinstock@energy
.senate.gov.

For further information, please con-
tact Leon Lowery at (202) 224-2209 or
Gina Weinstock at (202) 224-5684.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate, on Tuesday, June 10, 2008, at
2:30 p.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND

TRANSPORTATION
Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-

mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Tuesday, June 10, 2008, at 2:30 p.m., in
room 253 of the Russell Senate Office
Building.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Tuesday, June 10, 2008, at 10 a.m., in
room 215 of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on June 10, 2008, at 2:30 p.m. to
hold a closed hearing.

THE PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that Joshua Mayer, an
intern in Senator BINGAMAN’s office, be
granted privileges of the floor for the
remainder of today, June 10, 2008.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I ask unani-
mous consent that Sara McElroy from
my staff be allowed floor privileges for
the rest of the afternoon.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——
AMERICAN VETERANS DISABLED
FOR LIFE COMMEMORATIVE
COIN ACT

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 757, H.R. 634.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will state the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 634) to require the Secretary of
the Treasury to mint coins in commemora-
tion of veterans who became disabled for life
while serving in the Armed Forces of the
United States.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs, with an amendment, as follows:

(Omit the part in boldface brackets
and insert the part printed in italic.)

H.R. 634

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘American
Veterans Disabled for Life Commemorative
Coin Act”.
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SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

The Congress finds as follows:

(1) The Armed Forces of the United States
have answered the call and served with dis-
tinction around the world—from hitting the
beaches in World War II in the Pacific and
Europe, to the cold and difficult terrain in
Korea, the steamy jungles of Vietnam, and
the desert sands of the Middle East.

(2) All Americans should commemorate
those who come home having survived the
ordeal of war, and solemnly honor those who
made the ultimate sacrifice in giving their
lives for their country.

(3) All Americans should honor the mil-
lions of living disabled veterans who carry
the scars of war every day, and who have
made enormous personal sacrifices defending
the principles of our democracy.

(4) In 2000, Congress authorized the con-
struction of the American Veterans Disabled
for Life Memorial.

(5) The United States should pay tribute to
the Nation’s living disabled veterans by
minting and issuing a commemorative silver
dollar coin.

(6) The surcharge proceeds from the sale of
a commemorative coin would raise valuable
funding for the construction of the American
Veterans Disabled for Life Memorial.

SEC. 3. COIN SPECIFICATIONS.

(a) $1 SILVER COINS.—The Secretary of the
Treasury (hereafter in this Act referred to as
the ‘“‘Secretary’) shall mint and issue not
more than 350,000 $1 coins in commemoration
of disabled American veterans, each of which
shall—

(1) weigh 26.73 grams;

(2) have a diameter of 1.500 inches; and

(3) contain 90 percent silver and 10 percent
copper.

(b) LEGAL TENDER.—The coins minted
under this Act shall be legal tender, as pro-
vided in section 5103 of title 31, United States
Code.

(c) NuUMISMATIC ITEMS.—For purposes of
sections 5134 and 5136 of title 31, United
States Code, all coins minted under this Act
shall be considered to be numismatic items.
SEC. 4. DESIGN OF COINS.

(a) DESIGN REQUIREMENTS.—

[(1) IN GENERAL.—The design of the coins
minted under this Act shall be emblematic
of the design selected by the Disabled Vet-
erans’ LIFE Memorial Foundation for the
American Veterans Disabled for Life Memo-
rial.]

(1) DESIGN.—The design of the coins minted
under this Act shall be emblematic of the service
of our disabled veterans who, having survived
the ordeal of war, made enormous personal sac-
rifices defending the principles of our democ-
racy.

(2) DESIGNATION AND INSCRIPTIONS.—On
each coin minted under this Act, there shall
be—

(A) a designation of the value of the coin;

(B) an inscription of the year ‘2010°’; and

(C) inscriptions of the words ‘‘Liberty”’,
“In God We Trust’, ‘“United States of Amer-
ica”, and “‘E Pluribus Unum”’.

(b) SELECTION.—The design for the coins
minted under this Act shall be—

(1) selected by the Secretary, after con-
sultation with the Disabled Veterans’ LIFE
Memorial Foundation and the Commission of
Fine Arts; and

(2) reviewed by the Citizens Coinage Advi-
sory Committee.

SEC. 5. ISSUANCE OF COINS.

(a) QUALITY OF COINS.—Coins minted under
this Act shall be issued in uncirculated and
proof qualities.

(b) MINT FACILITY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Omnly 1 facility of the
United States Mint may be used to strike
any particular quality of the coins minted
under this Act.
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(2) USE OF THE UNITED STATES MINT AT WEST
POINT, NEW YORK.—It is the sense of the Con-
gress that the coins minted under this Act
should be struck at the United States Mint
at West Point, New York, to the greatest ex-
tent possible.

(c) PERIOD FOR ISSUANCE.—The Secretary
may issue coins under this Act only during
the calendar year beginning on January 1,
2010.

SEC. 6. SALE OF COINS.

(a) SALE PRICE.—The coins issued under
this Act shall be sold by the Secretary at a
price equal to the sum of—

(1) the face value of the coins;

(2) the surcharge provided in section 7 with
respect to such coins; and

(3) the cost of designing and issuing the
coins (including labor, materials, dies, use of

machinery, overhead expenses, marketing,
and shipping).
(b) BULK SALES.—The Secretary shall

make bulk sales of the coins issued under
this Act at a reasonable discount.

(¢) PREPAID ORDERS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall ac-
cept prepaid orders for the coins minted
under this Act before the issuance of such
coins.

(2) DISCOUNT.—Sale prices with respect to
prepaid orders under paragraph (1) shall be
at a reasonable discount.

SEC. 7. SURCHARGES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—AIl sales of coins issued
under this Act shall include a surcharge of
$10 per coin.

(b) DISTRIBUTION.—Subject to section
5134(f) of title 31, United States Code, all sur-
charges received by the Secretary from the
sale of coins issued under this Act shall be
paid to the Disabled Veterans’ LIFE Memo-
rial Foundation for the purpose of estab-
lishing an endowment to support the con-
struction of American Veterans’ Disabled for
Life Memorial in Washington, DC.

(c) AuDITS.—The Comptroller General of
the United States shall have the right to ex-
amine such books, records, documents, and
other data of the Disabled Veterans’ LIFE
Memorial Foundation as may be related to
the expenditures of amounts paid under sub-
section (b).

(d) LIMITATION.—Notwithstanding sub-
section (a), no surcharge may be included
with respect to the issuance under this Act
of any coin during a calendar year if, as of
the time of such issuance, the issuance of
such coin would result in the number of com-
memorative coin programs issued during
such year to exceed the annual 2 commemo-
rative coin program issuance limitation
under section 5112(m)(1) of title 31, United
States Code (as in effect on the date of the
enactment of this Act). The Secretary of the
Treasury may issue guidance to carry out
this subsection.

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the committee
amendment be agreed to, the bill, as
amended, be read the third time and
passed, the motions to reconsider be
laid on the table, with no intervening
action or debate, and that any state-
ments related to the bill be printed in
the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee amendment
agreed to.

The bill (H.R. 634), as amended, was
ordered to be read a third time, was
read the third time, and passed.

was
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LOCAL PREPAREDNESS
ACQUISITION ACT

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 768, H.R. 3179.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will state the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 3179) to amend title 40, United
States Code, to authorize the use of Federal
supply schedules for the acquisition of law
enforcement, security, and certain other re-
lated items by State and local governments.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the bill be
read the third time, and passed, the
motion to reconsider laid upon the
table, with no intervening action or de-
bate, and that any statements related
to the bill be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 3179) was ordered to be
read a third time, was read the third
time, and passed.

————

NATIONAL HEALTH INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY WEEK

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 589, which was sub-
mitted earlier today by Senator
STABENOW of Michigan.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 589) designating the
week beginning June 9, 2008, as ‘‘National
Health Information Technology Week.”’

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, the motions to reconsider be laid
upon the table, with no intervening ac-
tion or debate, and that any state-
ments related to the resolution be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 589

Whereas the Healthcare Information and
Management Systems Society has worked
collaboratively with more than 60 stake-
holder organizations for more than 47 years
to transform healthcare with improved uses
of information technology and management
systems;

Whereas the Center for Information Tech-
nology Leadership estimates that the imple-
mentation of national standards for inter-
operability and the exchange of health infor-
mation would save the United States re-
sources relating to healthcare each year;

Whereas healthcare information tech-
nology has been shown to improve the qual-
ity and safety of the delivery of healthcare
in the United States;

The
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Whereas healthcare information tech-
nology and management systems have been
recognized as essential tools for improving
the quality and cost efficiency of the
healthcare system;

Whereas the President and the Secretary
of Health and Human Services have made a
commitment to leverage the benefits of the
healthcare information technology and man-
agement systems by establishing the Office
of the National Coordinator for Health Infor-
mation Technology and the American Health
Information Community;

Whereas Congress has placed an emphasis
on improving the quality and safety of the
delivery of healthcare in the United States;
and

Whereas, since 2006, organizations across
the United States have come together to
support National Health Information Tech-
nology Week to improve public awareness re-
lating to the potential benefits of the im-
proved quality and cost efficiency that the
healthcare system could achieve by imple-
menting healthcare information technology:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week beginning June 9,
2008, as ‘‘National Health Information Tech-
nology Week’’;

(2) recognizes the value of healthcare infor-
mation technology and management systems
in transforming healthcare for the people of
the United States; and

(3) calls upon all stakeholders to promote
the use of healthcare information technology
and management systems to transform the
United States healthcare system.

———

CELEBRATING THE 233RD
BIRTHDAY OF THE ARMY

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 590, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 590) celebrating the
233rd birthday of the Army and commending
the men and women of the Army as excep-
tional individuals who live by the Army val-
ues of loyalty, duty, respect, selfless service,
honor, integrity, and personal courage.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. AKAKA. Mr President, today
Senator INHOFE and I celebrate the
Army’s 233rd birthday. For over two
centuries, the Army has fought to pre-
serve the principles of democracy not
only here in the United States but
around the world.

Our Nation’s Army soldiers have
served this Nation with honesty, cour-
age, and dignity, and it is my privilege
to take this opportunity to commemo-
rate its birth. Both in times of peace,
and in times of war, the U.S. Army has
answered the call of duty and re-
sponded to the challenge of defending
our Nation. All of our Army units, Ac-
tive, Guard and Reserve, share the her-
itage of the first Continental Army
which fought so valiantly to ensure the
birth of a nation founded on the ideals
of justice and freedom.

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, the com-
mitment and duty of the Army soldiers
who have risked their lives to preserve
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