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As he retires from providing leader-

ship and guidance to the faculty, stu-
dents, and staff of numerous institu-
tions of higher education and to count-
less communities in California, I am 
pleased to ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring a true leader in edu-
cation and community development.∑ 

f 

HONORING NELL SOTO 
∑ Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask my 
colleagues to join me in honoring Cali-
fornia Assembly member Nell Soto on 
a lifetime of achievement and advocacy 
for the people of California. Through-
out her tenure in both the California 
Assembly and the California State sen-
ate, Nell Soto has worked tirelessly to 
improve the quality of life for the peo-
ple of California and our Nation. De-
spite recent health challenges, this 
June she will celebrate her 82nd birth-
day and can look back on a proud ca-
reer in public service. 

A sixth-generation resident of the 
City of Pomona, Nell Soto has been a 
lifelong member of the southern Cali-
fornia community and has been a 
strong advocate for its communities 
throughout her life. Before coming to 
the California Legislature, Nell Soto 
served 12 years on the city council in 
Pomona. Her late husband Philip Soto 
served two terms in the state legisla-
ture from 1962 to 1966. Nell was the first 
woman from the San Gabriel Valley to 
serve on the South Coast Air Quality 
Management Board. She served 10 
years as a public affairs representative 
with the Los Angeles County Metro-
politan Transportation Authority. In 
1998 she was elected to the California 
Assembly and in March of 2000 won a 
special election to secure a seat in the 
California State senate, a seat that she 
held until 2006. She now serves once 
again in the California Assembly. 

Throughout her tenure in the Cali-
fornia Legislature, Nell has been an 
impassioned advocate for stronger 
communities and an improved quality 
of life and has worked to make im-
provements throughout the California 
educational system. She has been a 
strong advocate of improvements in in-
frastructure and transportation and 
worked hard to secure the development 
of the Alameda Corridor East, an im-
portant rail transportation project in 
inland southern California. She has 
been an equally impassioned advocate 
for crime prevention, public safety, and 
the environment, and recently served 
as chair of the Assembly Select Com-
mittee on Perchlorate Contamination 
and has worked to secure funding for 
improvements in drinking water safety 
from perchlorate contamination. 

A lifelong resident of southern Cali-
fornia, mother of 6, grandmother of 11, 
great-grandmother of 3, and spirited 
supporter of community advocacy and 
selfless service, Nell Soto is a wonder-
ful public servant. As she looks back 
on decades of leadership and celebrates 
her 82nd birthday, I am pleased to ask 
my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing her good work.∑ 

TRIBUTE TO ELTON ‘‘MICK’’ 
RINGSAK 

∑ Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, today I 
pay tribute to an outstanding advocate 
of small and rural business, Elton 
‘‘Mick’’ Ringsak, who will be con-
cluding his time as Small Business Ad-
ministration Region VIII Adminis-
trator in July of 2008. 

For nearly 8 years he has been a 
champion for small business in rural 
America. He has recognized the impor-
tant role they play in strengthening 
the local and national economies of our 
country and I have appreciated the ex-
cellent work he has done for the State 
of North Dakota. Mick has worked 
hard to provide Federal assistance to 
small businesses so they can be produc-
tive and grow. 

Not only is Mick Ringsak an advo-
cate for small and rural businesses in 
America, he is also an outstanding per-
son. He has never lost the values he 
gained growing up in Grafton, ND. Dur-
ing my years as Tax Commissioner for 
the State of ND, I had the opportunity 
to work closely with his father, a legis-
lator in the State Senate from the 
Grafton area. 

Mick and his wife Claire are parents 
of three sons, Quint, Justin and Zach. 
He is trustworthy, honest, and dedi-
cated to making the economic environ-
ment friendlier to small and rural busi-
nesses. Prior to his appointment ap-
pointed as the SBA Region VIII Admin-
istrator in 2001, Mick, a Vietnam vet-
eran, owned and managed Miller’s 
Boots and Shoes along with his broth-
er-in-law in Butte, MT. 

I appreciate his work as SBA Region 
VIII Administrator, and I wish Mick 
well in his future endeavors. I have en-
joyed working with him in developing 
North Dakota’s small and rural busi-
nesses and he has also been a good 
friend. I wish him all the best in his up-
coming retirement and look forward to 
his continuing leadership for small 
business for many years to come.∑ 

f 

125TH ANNIVERSARY OF AYR, 
NORTH DAKOTA 

∑ Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to honor a community in North 
Dakota that is celebrating its 125th an-
niversary. On June 21 and 22, the resi-
dents of Ayr will come together to cel-
ebrate their community and its his-
toric founding. 

Ayr is located in Cass County. Al-
though its population is small, Ayr 
holds an important place in our State’s 
history. Originally founded in October 
1883 as Dunlop, the town was officially 
renamed Ayr by postmaster Frank 
Dickinson. He chose to name the com-
munity Ayr in recognition of Ayrshire, 
Scotland, the ancestral home of many 
of Ayr’s citizens at the time. Later, 
some residents tried to change the 
name of the town again, but the terri-
torial legislature took action to put an 
end to the renaming effort. 

Ayr is a community dedicated to 
service, with many citizens serving 

both in the government and military. 
Many in the community have also 
played a role in defining the preserva-
tion of North Dakotan history, with 
community members such as Keith 
Johnson who was responsible for much 
of the restoration of historic buildings 
in the Cass County ‘Pioneer Village’ 
project. 

Mr. President, I ask the United 
States Senate to join me in congratu-
lating Ayr, ND, and its residents on 
their 125th anniversary and in wishing 
them well for the future. By honoring 
Ayr and all other towns of North Da-
kota, we keep the pioneering, frontier 
spirit alive for future generations. It is 
places such as Ayr that have helped to 
shape this country into what it is 
today, which is why this fine commu-
nity is deserving of our recognition. 

Ayr has a proud past and a bright fu-
ture.∑ 

f 

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF HAGUE, 
NORTH DAKOTA 

∑ Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to honor a community in North 
Dakota that is celebrating its 100th an-
niversary. On July 4 and 5, the resi-
dents of Hague will gather to celebrate 
their community’s history and found-
ing. 

In 1882, a rural post office was estab-
lished to serve the Grandin Brothers 
Bonanza Farm. In 1882, the Bonanza 
farm was 40,000 acres, which made it 
the largest wheat farm in the world. 
This Bonanza farm was managed by a 
man named John A. Hague, and he 
eventually lent his name to the town of 
Hague. 

Today, Hague is a small but vibrant 
community in south, central North Da-
kota. Residents of the community are 
truly proud of the St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church, a Gothic-style, brick building 
built in 1929 that is on the National 
Register of Historic Places. St. Mary’s 
Church possesses an iron cross ceme-
tery that is a German-Russian tradi-
tion, which makes it a unique cultural 
gem. 

To celebrate its 100th anniversary, 
the town of Hague will be having a 
wide range of events. To start off the 
festivities, the residents will be par-
ticipating in a Tractor Trek. The town 
will also have a rodeo, parade, con-
certs, a magician, cloggers, and fire-
works. Kristi Goblade, a local resident 
of Hague, will be performing cowgirl 
yodeling at the opening ceremony. A 
performance by Mylo Hatzenbuhler, a 
country humorist, is also expected. 

Mr. President, I ask the United 
States Senate to join me in congratu-
lating Hague, ND, and its residents on 
their first 100 years and in wishing 
them well in the future. I believe that 
by honoring Hague and all the other 
historic small towns of North Dakota, 
we keep the frontier spirit alive for fu-
ture generations. It is places like 
Hague that have helped to shape this 
country into what it is today. I believe 
that Hague is deserving of our recogni-
tion. 
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Hague has a proud past and a bright 

future.∑ 

f 

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF KIEF, 
NORTH DAKOTA 

∑ Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I am 
pleased today to recognize a commu-
nity in North Dakota that will be cele-
brating its 100th anniversary. On June 
21–22, the residents of Kief will gather 
to celebrate their community’s history 
and founding. 

Kief is a small town located in the 
center of North Dakota with a popu-
lation of 16. The land upon which Kief 
was founded was first homesteaded by 
a Ukrainian immigrant named Anton 
Bokovoy. In 1908, he sold half of his 
land to the Tri-State Land Company, 
which then sold the land to other set-
tlers from Scandinavia, Russia, and 
Germany, effectively establishing the 
town of Kief. It was customary to give 
the first settler the opportunity to 
name the town. Anton Bokovoy chose 
to name the settlement after his birth-
place of Kiev, Ukraine. 

Kief grew throughout the years. In 
1910, the town was able to construct a 
schoolhouse, which served the commu-
nity’s students until it was closed in 
1959. Kief officially became a village in 
1918. At that time, the town had about 
300 inhabitants. The many businesses 
that opened in Kief made the town a 
pleasant place to live. Multiple grain 
elevators and businesses related to ag-
riculture offered a livelihood to many 
of the town’s residents. In their free 
time, residents of Kief could be found 
enjoying themselves at the outdoor 
theater, pool hall, and bowling alley. 

Today, Kief supports three busi-
nesses. Krueger’s Standard Grocery has 
been in operation since 1982. Recently, 
a long haul trucking company and a 
truck freight brokerage have been es-
tablished. 

Current and former residents of Kief 
will gather to celebrate the 100th anni-
versary. They will enjoy a parade, an 
ice cream social, and a street dance. 
Children and adults will play horse-
shoes, tug o’ war, and other games 
throughout the weekend. Horse and 
buggy rides will remind celebrants of 
the conveyances of yesteryear. 

Mr. President, I ask the United 
States Senate to join me in congratu-
lating Kief, ND, and its residents on 
their first 100 years and in wishing 
them well through the next century. I 
believe that by honoring Kief and all 
the other historic small towns of North 
Dakota, we keep the frontier spirit 
alive for future generations. It is places 
like Kief that have helped to shape this 
country into what it is today. I believe 
that the community of Kief is deserv-
ing of our recognition. 

Kief has a proud past and a bright fu-
ture.∑ 
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125TH ANNIVERSARY OF LAKOTA, 
NORTH DAKOTA 

∑ Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I wish 
to recognize a community in North Da-

kota that will be celebrating its 125th 
anniversary. During this year’s July 
4th celebration, the residents of 
Lakota will gather to celebrate their 
community’s history and founding. 

In 1882, Lakota, a Great Northern 
Railroad site, was founded. Lakota was 
named by Gov. Nehemiah G. Ordway 
for the Sioux word meaning ‘‘allies.’’ 
Lakota’s post office was established in 
1883, and it was designated as the coun-
ty seat in 1883. Lakota officially be-
came a city in 1889. 

Today, Lakota remains a small, 
proud farming community. Lakota 
residents enjoy many outdoor activi-
ties, from hunting to fishing in nearby 
Devils and Stump Lakes. Many resi-
dents take pride in the local golf 
course, Lakota Rock Creek Golf 
Course, saying that it is the ‘‘best 
course around.’’ The community is 
home to the A. M. Tofthagen Library 
and Museum, which was recognized in 
1991 as a North Dakota historical site 
by the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

To celebrate the 125th anniversary, 
the residents of Lakota will gather for 
a wide range of events. An All School 
Reunion will be held during the same 
weekend of the anniversary celebra-
tion. Lakota will also celebrate with a 
variety show, banquet, craft show, pa-
rade, BBQ, a dance, car and motorcycle 
show, and lots of activities for the 
kids. 

I ask the Senate to join me in con-
gratulating Lakota, ND, and its resi-
dents on their first 125 years and wish-
ing them well in the future. By hon-
oring Lakota and all the other historic 
small towns of North Dakota, we keep 
the great pioneering frontier spirit 
alive for future generations. It is places 
such as Lakota that have helped to 
shape this country into what it is 
today, which is why this fine commu-
nity is deserving of our recognition. 

Lakota has a proud past and a bright 
future.∑ 

f 

125TH ANNIVERSARY OF NEW 
ROCKFORD, NORTH DAKOTA 

∑ Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize a community in Eddy 
County, ND, that will be celebrating 
its 125th anniversary. From July 3–6, 
the residents of New Rockford will 
gather to celebrate their community’s 
history and founding. 

The Eddy County region was popu-
lated mainly by settlers of Scandina-
vian origin. The first pioneers followed 
the trail blazed by earlier Red River 
buffalo hunters. Later, they came by 
way of the Northern Pacific Railway. 

In 1882, Captain Walter G. Dunn es-
tablished his merchandise store and 
post office just to the south of present- 
day New Rockford. As the railroads 
stretched northward, townsite pro-
moters appeared a year later. These ad-
vocates sited the settlement along the 
James River and initially called it Gar-
rison. Since Garrison was the name of 
another post office, the settlers decided 

upon the name New Rockford, derived 
from the area’s river crossing. 

Today, New Rockford is a quiet, sce-
nic place of 1,463 people. The township 
anchors a dynamic farm economy and 
contains a 117-acre industrial park. 
New Rockford is renowned for holding 
the Central North Dakota Steam 
Thresher’s Reunion every third week-
end of September, where a unique col-
lection of antique operational steam 
engines is displayed. In addition, the 
community’s rugged pioneering tradi-
tion persists and has been passed on to 
hometown son James Buchli, an astro-
naut and American hero. 

New Rockford boasts a vibrant nat-
ural heritage and offers some of North 
Dakota’s finest wildlife habitats. 
Blessed to be near the Sheyenne and 
James Rivers, the town is a prime lo-
cale for fishing. New Rockford is also a 
hub for hunters because of the water-
fowl, whitetail deer, and upland game 
that populate the area. 

To celebrate their 125th anniversary, 
the people of New Rockford have 
planned a number of events, including 
pitchfork fondues, dances, children’s 
games, and a fireworks display. 

Mr. President, I ask the United 
States Senate to join me in congratu-
lating New Rockford, ND, and its resi-
dents on their first 125 years and in 
wishing them well through the next 
century. By honoring New Rockford 
and all the other historic small towns 
of North Dakota, we keep the great 
pioneering frontier spirit alive for fu-
ture generations. It is places such as 
North Rockford that have helped to 
shape this country into what it is 
today, which is why this fine commu-
nity is deserving of our recognition. 

New Rockford has a proud past and a 
bright future.∑ 

f 

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF REEDER, 
NORTH DAKOTA 

∑ Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I am 
pleased today to honor a community in 
North Dakota that is celebrating its 
100th anniversary. On June 20–22, the 
residents of Reeder will gather to cele-
brate their community’s founding and 
history. 

Reeder is located in the scenic south-
western part of North Dakota with a 
population of about 181. The town was 
named after E.O. Reeder, an assistant 
chief engineer with the Milwaukee 
Road Railroad, which established a sta-
tion in Reeder in 1908. By the end of 
1908, it was a thriving prairie town 
with numerous businesses. 

In celebration of the community’s 
centennial, there are many activities 
planned for entertainment and to re-
member the town’s history. Events will 
include a parade, variety show, bike 
races, dances, and plenty of food. 

The centennial celebration will also 
serve as a high school reunion for the 
graduates of Reeder High School. The 
school closed in 2000, but the town has 
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