
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S541 January 31, 2008 
The Lansdowne Police and Fire Depart-
ments have developed a strong rela-
tionship with the association to ensure 
that residents are kept informed about 
crime and other safety issues. 

This year, as part of the 100th anni-
versary celebration, the Lansdowne 
Improvement Association is bringing 
back the once-traditional Lansdowne 
Parade, featuring music and entertain-
ment. 

I wish to express my congratulations 
to the Lansdowne Improvement Asso-
ciation, and I ask my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing this important mile-
stone for the Lansdowne community.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO TAMMI MACKEBEN 

∑ Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize one of my constitu-
ents, Tammi Mackeben, who has been 
named the 2008 School Counselor of the 
Year by the American School Coun-
selor Association. Mrs. Mackeben was 
also named the Texas Multi-Level 
School Counselor of the year by the 
Texas School Counselor Association in 
2007. 

The School Counselor of the Year 
contest is open to all 100,000 members 
of the school counseling profession. 
Mrs. Mackeben was nominated for this 
award by Principal Ricardo Damian 
and was evaluated by a select panel of 
industry experts on several criteria in-
cluding: creative school counseling in-
novations, effective counseling pro-
grams, leadership skills and their con-
tribution to student advancement. Mrs. 
Mackeben is 1 of 10 finalists from 
across the Nation, and the only rep-
resentative from Texas. 

Mrs. Mackeben has worked as a coun-
selor at the Ernesto Serna Two Way 
Dual Language School in El Paso, TX, 
for 7 years. She and her colleague 
Norma Guerra are responsible for coun-
seling close to 700 students in grades 
kindergarten through eighth grade. 
Mrs. Mackeben works with students in 
the sixth through eighth grades, help-
ing them to navigate personal and aca-
demic challenges, and preparing them 
to continue their education in high 
school. Both Mrs. Mackeben and Ms. 
Guerra have implemented Comprehen-
sive Developmental Guidance and 
Counseling on their campus. The Guid-
ance and Counseling Program received 
the CREST Award—Counselors Rein-
forcing Excellence for Students in 
Texas—from the Texas School Coun-
selor Association and the RAMP 
Award—Recognized ASCA Model Pro-
gram—from the American School 
Counselor Association during the 2006– 
2007 school year. 

The guidance, support and compas-
sion that Mrs. Mackeben shares in her 
daily work is perhaps one of the best 
gifts a teacher can offer to her stu-
dents. For all this and for being such a 
great Texan, I can only say: Thank 
You, Mrs. Mackeben!∑ 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 1:16 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bill, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 1528. An act to amend the National 
Trails System Act to designate the New Eng-
land National Scenic Trail, and for other 
purposes. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bill was read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 1528. An act to amend the National 
Trails System Act to designate the New Eng-
land National Scenic Trail, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

f 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS 

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and 
were referred or ordered to lie on the 
table as indicated: 

POM–277. A resolution adopted by the Co-
lumbus City Council in the State of Ohio rel-
ative to the foreclosure crisis; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

POM–278. A resolution adopted by the 
Board of County Commissioners of Miami- 
Dade County of the State of Florida urging 
the Florida Legislature to pass legislation 
allowing for local licensing of tour guides; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

POM–279. A joint resolution adopted by the 
Alaska State Legislature urging Congress to 
take action to honor the sovereignty of indi-
vidual states to regulate and command the 
National Guard of the states; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

LEGISLATIVE RESOLVE NO. 6 
Whereas the National Guard is the oldest 

component of the armed forces of the United 
States and one of the nation’s longest-endur-
ing institutions; and 

Whereas the National Guard traces its his-
tory back to the earliest English colonies in 
North America, who were responsible for 
their own defense and, as such, organized 
their able-bodied male citizens into militias; 
and 

Whereas the authors of the United States 
Constitution empowered the United States 
Congress to provide for organizing, arming, 
and disciplining the militia, and, to recog-
nize the militia’s state role, the founding fa-
thers reserved the appointment of officers 
and training of the militia to the states; and 

Whereas the federal government’s preemp-
tion of the authority of the state or governor 
in natural and manmade disasters is opposed 
by all of the nation’s governors; and 

Whereas the role of the National Guard in 
the states and in the nation as a whole is too 
important to have major policy decisions 
made without full debate and input from 
governors through the policy process; be it 

Resolved, That the Alaska State Legisla-
ture exhorts the United States Congress and 
the federal administration to understand the 
significant effect on Alaska and all the 
states by the expansion of presidential au-
thority over the National Guard during nat-
ural and manmade disasters; and be it fur-
ther 

Resolved, That the Alaska State Legisla-
ture urges federal action to honor the sov-
ereignty of the individual states to regulate 
and command National Guard troops during 
emergencies and disasters, and to take what-
ever actions are necessary to correct the en-
croachment of constitutional authority to 
protect the citizens of each state. 

POM–280. A joint resolution adopted by the 
Alaska State Legislature opposing any inter-
national designation of land in the state 
without the consent of the affected local 
governments; to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. 

LEGISLATIVE RESOLVE NO. 18 
Whereas the United Nations has designated 

over 60 sites in the United States as ‘‘world 
heritage sites’’ or ‘‘biosphere reserves,’’ 
which altogether are equal in size to the 
State of Colorado, the eighth largest state; 
and 

Whereas art. IV, sec. 3, United States Con-
stitution, provides that the United States 
Congress shall make all needed rules and 
regulations respecting the territory or other 
property belonging to the United States and 
nothing in the constitution shall be con-
strued to prejudice any claims of the United 
States or of any state; and 

Whereas many of the United Nations’ des-
ignations include private property 
inholdings and contemplate buffer zones of 
adjacent land; and 

Whereas some international land designa-
tions, such as those under the United States 
Biosphere Reserve Program and the Man and 
Biosphere Program of the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organi-
zation, operate under independent national 
committees such as the United States Man 
and Biosphere National Committee that have 
no legislative directives or authorization 
from the United States Congress; and 

Whereas local citizens and public officials 
concerned about job creation and resource- 
based economies usually have no say in the 
designation of land near their homes for in-
clusion in an international land use pro-
gram; and 

Whereas these international designations 
are an open invitation to the international 
community to interfere in domestic econo-
mies and land use decisions; and 

Whereas environmental groups and the 
United States Department of the Interior, 
National Park Service, have been working to 
establish an international park, a world her-
itage site, and a marine biosphere reserve 
called Beringia covering parts of western 
Alaska, eastern Russia, and the Bering Sea, 
and in Glacier Bay National Park; and 

Whereas foreign companies and countries 
could use these international designations in 
western Alaska to block or inhibit economic 
development that they perceive as competi-
tion; and 

Whereas animal rights activists could use 
these international designations to generate 
pressure to harass or block harvesting of ma-
rine mammals by Alaska Natives; and 

Whereas international designations may be 
used to harass or block industrial develop-
ment in the state, including projects related 
to fishing, mining, timber harvesting, rail-
roads, power transmission lines, pipelines, 
and other oil and gas development; and 

Whereas the subsistence and recreational 
use of fish and game resources in the state 
could be severely and negatively affected by 
international land use designations; and 

Whereas the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific, and Cultural Organization, with 
the collaboration of the United States De-
partment of the Interior, has recognized the 
Kluane/Wrangell-St. Elias/Glacier Bay/ 
Tatshenshini-Alsek World Heritage Site in 
Alaska, and has listed the Aleutian Islands 
Unit of the Alaska Maritime National Wild-
life Refuge, Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, 
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Cape Krusenstern Archaeological District, 
Denali National Park, Gates of the Arctic 
National Park, and Katmai National Park on 
the Tentative List of areas nominated for 
full status; and 

Whereas the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific, and Cultural Organization’s Man 
and the Biosphere Programme has identified 
the Glacier Bay—Admiralty Island, Noatak, 
Denali, and Aleutian Islands Biosphere Re-
serves in Alaska; and 

Whereas, under current law, the United 
States Secretary of the Interior can nomi-
nate world heritage sites, and the United 
States Secretary of State can nominate bio-
sphere reserves, both without approval by 
the Congress; be it 

Resolved, That the Alaska State Legisla-
ture recognizes and reaffirms the constitu-
tional authority of the United States Con-
gress as the elected representatives of the 
people over the federally owned land of the 
United States; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Alaska State Legisla-
ture objects to the nomination or designa-
tion of any site in Alaska as a world heritage 
site, biosphere reserve, or any other type of 
international designation without the prior 
consent of the Alaska State Legislature and 
affected local governments; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Alaska State Legisla-
ture urges the United States Congress to 
pass and the President to sign legislation 
that will require approval by an Act of Con-
gress before any area in the United States or 
its territories can be studied as a potential, 
or nominated to be a, world heritage site, 
biosphere reserve, or any other type of inter-
national designation. 

Copies of this resolution shall be sent to 
the Honorable George W. Bush, President of 
the United States; the Honorable Richard B. 
Cheney, Vice-President of the United States 
and President of the U.S. Senate; the Honor-
able Dirk Kempthorne, United States Sec-
retary of the Interior; the Honorable 
Condoleezza Rice, United States Secretary of 
State; the Honorable Nancy Pelosi, Speaker 
of the U.S. House of Representatives; the 
Honorable Harry Reid, Majority Leader of 
the U.S. Senate; the Honorable Mitch 
McConnell, Minority Leader of the U.S. Sen-
ate; the Honorable Steny Hoyer, Majority 
Leader of the U.S. House of Representatives; 
the Honorable John Boehner, Minority Lead-
er of the U.S. House of Representatives; the 
Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable 
Lisa Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Hon-
orable Don Young, U.S. Representative, 
members of the Alaska delegation in Con-
gress; and all members of the 110th United 
States Congress by electronic transmission. 

POM–281. A joint resolution adopted by the 
Alaska State Legislature urging Coeur Alas-
ka, Inc., to pursue all legal options to re-
solve the issues present in a court case it is 
involved with; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works. 

LEGISLATIVE RESOLVE NO. 19 
Whereas the state is rich in natural re-

sources and is dependent on the development 
of those resources for its well-being; and 

Whereas the policy of the federal govern-
ment expressed in 30 U.S.C. 21a is to foster 
and encourage private enterprise in the de-
velopment of economically sound and stable 
domestic mining, minerals, metal, and min-
eral reclamation industries; and 

Whereas the United States District Court 
for the District of Alaska found that the de-
cision of the United States Army Corps of 
Engineers to allow the disposal of tailings 
from the proposed Kensington Mine into 
Lower Slate Lake is consistent with the re-
quirements of the Clean Water Act; and 

Whereas the United States Court of Ap-
peals for the Ninth Circuit stated in an order 

issued in Southeast Alaska Conservation 
Council v. United States Army Corps of En-
gineers, Case No. 06–35679, that the court in-
tends to reverse and vacate the Record of De-
cision authorizing the use of Lower Slate 
Lake as a disposal facility, and remand the 
case to the district court with instructions 
to enter summary judgment in favor of 
Southeast Alaska Conservation Council; be 
it 

Resolved, That the Alaska State Legisla-
ture encourages Coeur Alaska, Inc., to pur-
sue all legal options, including an appeal to 
the United States Supreme Court, to resolve 
the issues presented in Southeast Alaska 
Conservation Council v. United States Army 
Corps of Engineers, Case No. 06–35679, on be-
half of itself and consistent with the state’s 
efforts to enforce its rights as a state over 
its resources. 

POM–282. A joint resolution adopted by the 
Alaska State Legislature urging Congress to 
defeat H.R. 39; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works. 

LEGISLATIVE RESOLVE NO. 21 
Whereas H.R. 39, titled ‘‘To preserve the 

Arctic coastal plain of the Arctic National 
Wildlife Refuge, Alaska, as wilderness in rec-
ognition of its extraordinary natural eco-
systems and for the permanent good of 
present and future generations of Ameri-
cans,’’ has been introduced in the United 
States House of Representatives; and 

Whereas the oil industry, the state, and 
the United States Department of the Interior 
consider the Arctic coastal plain to have the 
highest potential for discovery of very large 
oil and gas accumulations on the continent 
of North America, estimated to be as much 
as 10,000,000,000 barrels of recoverable oil; 
and 

Whereas oil and gas exploration and devel-
opment of the Arctic coastal plain of the ref-
uge and adjacent land could result in major 
discoveries that would reduce our nation’s 
future need for imported oil, help balance 
the nation’s trade deficit, and significantly 
increase the nation’s security; and 

Whereas, in 16 U.S.C. 3142 (sec. 1002 of the 
Alaska National Interest Lands Conserva-
tion Act (ANILCA)), the United States Con-
gress reserved the right to permit further oil 
and gas exploration, development, and pro-
duction within the coastal plain; and 

Whereas enhancements in technology can 
be used in a manner that minimizes the area 
within the refuge that is used for exploration 
and development, while providing the nation 
with a needed supply of oil and gas; and 

Whereas the oil industry is using innova-
tive technology and environmental practices 
that are directly applicable to operating on 
the Arctic coastal plain and that enhance en-
vironmental protection beyond traditionally 
high standards; and 

Whereas the state will strive to ensure the 
protection of the land, water, and wildlife re-
sources during the exploration and develop-
ment of the Arctic coastal plain; and 

Whereas 8,900,000 of the 19,000,000 acres of 
the refuge have already been set aside as wil-
derness; be it 

Resolved, That the Twenty-Fifth Alaska 
State Legislature urges the United States 
Congress to defeat H.R. 39. 

POM–283. A resolution adopted by the Cali-
fornia State Lands Commission expressing 
its support for the United Nations Conven-
tion on the Law of the Sea; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

RESOLUTION 
Whereas, California’s 1,100 mile coastline, 

with its beautiful beaches, wild cliffs, abun-
dant fish stocks and fragile environment is a 
national treasure and a valuable state re-

source, which is at the heart of a tourist in-
dustry that generates nearly five billion dol-
lars in state and local taxes each year; and is 
central to the state’s $46 billion ocean econ-
omy; and 

Whereas, the California State Lands Com-
mission has jurisdiction over the state- 
owned tide and submerged lands below the 
mean high tide line out to three miles from 
the coast as well as the lands underlying 
California’s bays and rivers; and 

Whereas, the Commission is charged with 
managing these lands pursuant to the Public 
Trust Doctrine, a common law that requires 
these lands to be used for commerce, fishing, 
navigation, recreation and environmental 
protection; and 

Whereas, protecting and improving the en-
vironmental integrity of the Pacific Ocean 
affects the public trust values of the lands 
under the Commission’s jurisdiction and the 
utility of these lands to the public and the 
environment; and 

Whereas, the United Nations Convention 
on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) is an inter-
national treaty ratified by more than 150 
countries; and 

Whereas, UNCLOS secures a member coun-
try’s sovereign rights over the waters and 
natural resources off its shores, while also 
obligating the member country to protect 
the marine environment within its terri-
torial seas, along its continental shelf, and 
on the high seas; and 

Whereas, specifically, UNCLOS’s marine 
environmental protections address marine 
pollution, dumping, fisheries, living re-
sources, mining, oil and gas exploration, and 
scientific research; and 

Whereas, UNCLOS provides a general gov-
ernance framework that establishes a means 
to address future marine environmental 
problems not specifically addressed in the 
convention; and 

Whereas, the United States has not ratified 
UNCLOS despite the fact that there is strong 
bipartisan support for ratification; the trea-
ty is supported by all major environmental 
groups, shipping and oil interests, and cur-
rent and former political figures across the 
ideological spectrum; and 

Whereas, if the United States ratifies 
UNCLOS, it could, among other things, en-
force its environmental laws in its exclusive 
economic zone. Moreover, the United States 
will be in a position to lead in the future ap-
plication and development of UNCLOS, and 
develop regional and international coopera-
tion to protect and preserve the marine envi-
ronment; and Therefore be it 

Resolved by the California State Lands Com-
mission, That it supports the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea, which 
would promote the United States’ interest in 
the environmental health of the oceans, se-
cure sovereign rights over extensive marine 
areas, and protect national security inter-
ests; and, be it further 

Resolved, that the Commission’s Executive 
Officer transmit copies of this resolution to 
the President and Vice President of the 
United States, to the Governor of California, 
to the Majority and Minority Leaders of the 
United States Senate, to the Speaker and 
Minority Leader of the United States House 
of Representatives, and to each Senator and 
Representative from California in the Con-
gress of the United States. 

f 

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF 
COMMITTEES 

The following executive reports of 
nominations were submitted: 

By Mr. LEAHY for the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mark R. Filip, of Illinois, to be Deputy At-
torney General. 
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