S4432

500,000 and 5 million seniors in our
country are abused. They are abused,
neglected, or exploited, and, sadly,
most of those abuses go unreported.

This historical problem will only
worsen as 77 million baby boomers
begin to age. The Elder Justice Act
confronts elder abuse in the same way
we combat child abuse and violence
against women—through law enforce-
ment, public health programs, and so-
cial services at all levels of govern-
ment. We are not talking about rein-
venting the wheel, we are talking
about using what we have learned in
the abuse of children and in the abuse
of women and applying those tools to
one of our greatest blessings, the elder-
ly of this country.

The bill also establishes research
projects to assist in the development of
future legislation. The Elder Justice
Act will take steps to make older
Americans safer in their own homes, in
nursing home facilities, in neighbor-
hoods all across this country. It en-
hances the detection of elder abuse,
and it helps seniors recover from abuse
after it happens. It increases collabora-
tion between Federal agencies and be-
tween Federal, State, local, and private
entities, law enforcement, long-term
care facilities, consumer advocates,
and families to prevent and treat elder
abuse.

I urge my colleagues, all of them, to
remember those individuals in your
life, certainly in your communities,
and others who have given so much to
this country, whether it was somebody
years ago who helped to build this
great Nation through education as a
teacher, perhaps, an educator; maybe it
was building our economy in this coun-
try by building a great company or a
great effort there; perhaps it was a sol-
dier from years past who defended the
rights of this country and our freedoms
today. Look back and consider the spe-
cial people in your life, such as an el-
derly neighbor or a grandparent. I
know there is not a day that goes by in
my life that I don’t think about those
people who have so tremendously af-
fected my life, who have taught me val-
ues, and who have shared stories with
me, who have helped me become who I
am. Each one of us needs to stop and
think of those individuals.

Maybe it was a teacher in the first
grade. Maybe it was a coach. Maybe it
was a music instructor. Maybe it was a
Sunday school teacher. Maybe it was a
police officer. I think of all those dif-
ferent people who have made a dif-
ference in my life, and I want to ensure
that as a nation we respect their safety
and their ability to live in this country
with dignity and security.

I hope all my colleagues will consider
whomever those special people were in
their lives, who helped support their
dreams, provided wisdom, perhaps, and
advice throughout their development—
there are millions out there—and each
one of us needs to take the time to re-
member them. It is time for Congress
to pass comprehensive legislation to
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address elder abuse and protect those
in their twilight of life.

I urge my colleagues to take a look
in this month of May, when we 1look in
respect and admiration to the older
Americans of this country, and provide
the kind of law that we have provided
for children and for women to protect
them from abuse and exploitation.

Mr. President, I yield the floor. I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

————
ENERGY

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, a
few weeks ago, I came here and said
that each week I was going to give a
talk on the floor about another piece of
the puzzle of why it is so important to
pass climate change legislation this
year; about how we cannot wait as we
see tremendous changes to our environ-
ment and our way of life. We need to
act and we need to act now.

Last summer, I took a trip to Green-
land with other members of the Envi-
ronment and Public Works Committee
to see firsthand the effects of global
climate change. One of the scientists
traveling with us described Greenland
as a canary in the coal mine when it
comes to global warming.

Greenland has lost an amount of ice
in 1 year equal to two times all the ice
on the Alps. People in Greenland are
planting potatoes in places where they
used to run sled dogs on the ice. What
we saw on that trip only confirmed for
us what the scientific community has
now asserted in an overwhelming con-
sensus. Average global temperatures
are up 1 degree in the last century.
Now, that does not sound like much,
but to put it in perspective, they are
only up 5 degrees since the height of
the Ice Age.

The EPA forecasts an increase of 3 to
8 degrees for the next 100 years. It is up
1 degree in the last century, estimated
3 to 8 degrees in this 100 hundred years.
Ice caps are melting, ocean levels are
rising, and glaciers are shrinking.

The Intergovernmental Panel on Cli-
mate Change has concluded there is ir-
refutable evidence of climate change
on every continent, with risks to sev-
eral species and the danger of increas-
ing violent weather events.

When I arrived in the Senate a little
over a year ago, people were still de-
bating whether climate change was
real; was it actually happening? The
debate is over, the facts are in, and
now we are finally debating solutions.

I am proud to say it is science that
has affected our actions and that this
shift in our thinking is because there
are people now in this Chamber who
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are willing to look at and talk about
the science.

Last year in the Energy bill, we
raised fuel economy standards for cars
and trucks and other vehicles for the
first time in years and years, for the
first time in decades. The new standard
will boost fuel efficiency by 40 percent
and cut millions of tons in carbon
emissions. And, most importantly, as
we look at how much gas costs, it is
going to save the average family, de-
pending on how many children they
have, something like $1,000 a year.

So this is not only about environ-
mental issues, this is about economic
pocketbook issues as well. In the farm
bill agreement the conferees approved
last week and this Senate passed, we
have important incentives to move
farmers toward the next generation of
clean, renewable biofuels, using cel-
lulosic crops that can be grown on mar-
ginal farmland with minimal chemical
input.

This is the mnext generation of
biofuels; using other parts of the corn,
looking at switchgrass, prairie grass,
things that actually are consistent
with conservation and can be good for
our environment and can help to wean
us off our dependency on foreign oil.
Instead of investing in the sultans of
Saudi Arabia, we can be investing in
the farmers and the workers of this
country.

Now it is time for us to take the next
crucial step in energy and conservation
policy: enact strong, comprehensive
climate change legislation, the
Lieberman-Warner bill, that will come
before the Senate in a few weeks.

I referred a moment ago to our trip
to Greenland last summer. But today I
wish to discuss a second trip I took re-
cently, that is, around my State, vis-
iting many small towns in the State of
Minnesota.

I visited the campus of the Univer-
sity of Minnesota-Morris, where they
are building a biomass gasification
plant. It turns farm and forest byprod-
ucts into gas and produces electricity.
Within a year or two, it will meet the
heating, cooling, and electricity needs
for the entire campus without burning
any carbon-emitting fossil fuels. I vis-
ited southwestern Minnesota, where I
have been many times, where there is a
sprawling windmill farm on the rise of
land called Buffalo Ridge. You can see
towering turbines for miles, and they
are now supplying a significant share
of Minnesota’s power needs—in fact,
with the standard enacted on a bipar-
tisan basis by our State legislature, 25
percent by 2025 for renewable energy of
all kinds for the provision of elec-
tricity. In tiny Starbuck, MN, 10 people
left their jobs to join a solar panel fac-
tory manufacturing solar panels to
make electricity from the Sun. These
projects are reducing our dependence
on fossil fuels and cutting our emis-
sions of greenhouse gases.

The point I wish to discuss today as
part of this week’s discussion is that
they are creating good jobs. I mention
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these examples because when we dis-
cuss climate change and solutions, too
many people think it has only to do
with doing without, cutting back, and
doing less. It is true conservation must
play a central role in a comprehensive
energy policy to clean up our planet
and reduce our dependency on foreign
oil. This isn’t the days of Jimmy
Carter putting on a sweater and going
on TV and looking glum. People actu-
ally see this as an economic benefit, if
they conserve, because they are going
to save money. It is also true that by
adopting a strong, sensible policy to-
ward reducing greenhouse gas pollu-
tion, we can open the door to a world of
opportunities, which means new jobs.

As we prepare to discuss action on
climate change, here is what we must
remember. There is a possibility, a
strong possibility, an opportunity that
we can get more out of this. This
means manufacturing a new generation
of refrigerators, air-conditioners, and
other household appliances that meet
the needs of consumers while con-
suming less electricity. It means de-
signing buildings with ‘‘smart glass”
and rooftop gardens that conserve en-
ergy and water. Some people think
these rooftop gardens are some kind of
landscaper’s lark, but they aren’t.
They Kkeep buildings warmer in the
winter and cooler in the summer and
capture airborne pollutants that other-
wise would enter the air we breathe.
JPMorgan, a huge investment bank, re-
cently redesigned its Manhattan head-
quarters with a rooftop garden and es-
timates it will save 30 percent on its
utility bills.

Since cars and trucks are a major
source of our greenhouse gas emissions,
this next generation of looking at the
world differently means exploiting the
full potential of hybrid automotive
technology. Hybrid cars and trucks,
however, have already shown them-
selves to be a great success story, on
the sales lot and in the engineering
laboratory. The old version required
you to plug in the car and carry around
extra batteries. Because we invested in
research and provided some limited
Federal incentives, we are not only see-
ing a better product; we are also seeing
an explosion in consumer demand that
would have been unthinkable a few
years ago.

Now Chevrolet has developed another
breakthrough, the Chevy Volt, a bat-
tery-powered car which could be on the
market in less than 2 years. You will
be able to plug the Volt into an ordi-
nary household outlet and then drive
up to 40 miles without using a drop of
gasoline. Your car isn’t going to stop
when it finishes up 40 miles. It converts
over to fuels and biofuels. The waiting
list for hybrid vehicles shows con-
sumers welcome efficient designs and
are buying vehicles that will create
good jobs for autoworkers and other
people in manufacturing.

Taken together, this sort of tech-
nology has the potential to create
thousands, perhaps millions, of good
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jobs and spur millions of dollars in pro-
ductive new investment.

Consider the potential of biomass,
burning dedicated crops to produce
electricity. The U.S. Department of
Energy estimates that a concerted ef-
fort to develop dedicated energy crops
for biomass powerplants could generate
120,000 new jobs over the next 15 years.
Consider the potential of wind energy.
Each large utility-scale wind turbine
that goes on line generates over $1.5
million in economic activity. Each tur-
bine provides up to $5,000 in lease pay-
ments per year for 20 years or more to
farmers, ranchers or other landowners.

When we start putting all the pieces
of this puzzle together, a whole new
vista for the economy opens. The
Union of Concerned Scientists esti-
mated last year that merely adopting a
strong national renewable energy
standard, one important step toward
reducing greenhouse gas pollution,
would create 185,000 jobs in industries
such as wind and solar by the year 2020.

Daniel Kammen, who runs the Re-
newable and Appropriate Energy Lab-
oratory in California, points out that
$1 invested in renewable energy creates
three to five more jobs than $1 invested
in fossil fuels, as we can see here. That
is because renewables create jobs in en-
gineering and manufacturing and be-
cause that money is invested here at
home, instead of being shipped overseas
for foreign oil producers.

This institute estimates that if our
country met 20 percent of its elec-
tricity needs from wind power, solar,
biomass, and other renewables, those
industries would employ more than
250,000 people every year, compared to
fewer than 100,000 jobs if we continue
to get all our electricity from fossil
fuels.

This week, the U.S. Department of
Energy estimated that by the year 2030,
it would be feasible for wind power to
supply 20 percent of our country’s elec-
tricity needs, matching the output of
nuclear powerplants.

Finally, the Apollo Alliance esti-
mates that if we made a full-bore na-
tional commitment to climate change
through energy-conserving technology,
building design, more efficient vehi-
cles, and renewable fuels, we could cre-
ate 3 million new jobs and an addi-
tional $1 trillion of economic output in
the next decade. This is our oppor-
tunity. But it is only that. It is only an
opportunity unless we seize it because
our country will not mobilize the auto-
mobile engineers, the landscape archi-
tects, the building designers, the appli-
ance manufacturers, the power compa-
nies, unless we send the right signal to
the economy as a whole, the signal
that our country is committed to tech-
nologies that will help us battle cli-
mate change.

Consider this: Despite the wind farms
and solar energy companies cropping
up here and there across the country,
the United States is no longer a leader
in these clean energy technologies. We
rank third in wind power, third in pho-
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tovoltaic power installed. Ironically,
our country has been surpassed by
countries that took the technology de-
veloped in the United States, and it has
allowed foreign competition to leapfrog
over American businesses.

Here is my answer: We need leaders.
We need American leaders, not fol-
lowers. The private sector has read the
evidence and is waiting for us to show
leadership. Last winter, the Environ-
ment Committee heard from the chief
executives of 10 major corporations, in-
cluding General Electric, DuPont and
Duke Energy. They have formed the
United States Climate Action Partner-
ship. They seek a mandatory, market-
driven approach to reducing green-
house gas emissions, an approach they
believe will drive development of new
greener technology and become an en-
gine for new economic growth and job
creation. They are waiting for leader-
ship from Washington. In a few weeks,
we will have the opportunity to dem-
onstrate that leadership. My col-
leagues, Senators LIEBERMAN and WAR-
NER, have written climate change legis-
lation that is bold but practical, for-
ward thinking but pragmatic. They
recognize that the time for study is
over, the time for hesitation has
passed. The time for action is upon us.

I yield the floor.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Pennsylvania.

——————

JIMMY STEWART’S 100TH
BIRTHDAY

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I rise to
pay tribute to a native Pennsylvanian.
Today we honor what would have been
the 100th birthday of one of Pennsylva-
nia’s most famous sons, Jimmy Stew-
art. The fact that we call him Jimmy
tells a lot about who he was, what he
meant to our State, what he meant to
America. Jimmy Stewart is most fa-
mous for his unforgettable roles in
movies such as ‘“Mr. Smith Goes to
Washington,” “It’s a Wonderful Life,”
and on and on, so many great movies
to remember him by. But Jimmy Stew-
art mnever forgot his Pennsylvania
roots.

He was born in Indiana, PA, on May
20, 1908. His family owned the home-
town hardware store where the Stewart
family could trace their roots in Indi-
ana County back to 1772. Stewart at-
tended Princeton University, where he
studied architecture and graduated in
1932. Because of the stock market crash
of 1929 and the Great Depression that
followed, Jimmy Stewart questioned
whether he would find employment as
an architect, and he accepted a posi-
tion in an acting troop. Shortly after
joining, Stewart began working on
Broadway, which eventually led to
screen tests with major motion picture
production companies. His work in
“Mr. Smith Goes to Washington,” in
which he played a freshman Senator,
earned him his first nomination for an
Academy Award. He was also nomi-
nated for Oscars for best actor for “It’s
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