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House considers the Israeli press to be
the only free press in the region.

Israel’s economy has also prospered
under democratic rule. According to
the Economist Intelligence TUnit,
“Israel’s economy is far more diversi-
fied and sophisticated than its neigh-
bors.” ‘“Israel has the highest propor-
tion of engineers in the workforce
[worldwide], and mnearly double the
share of second-place US and Japan.”
Its well-educated populace has enabled
its high-tech industry to make ad-
vances in research and development,
enabling Israeli firms ‘‘to achieve glob-
al leadership in a number of fields, in-
cluding various segments of the soft-
ware industry, anti-virus protection
and computer security systems, as well
as in the areas of fiber optics and
electro-optics, medical instruments
and medical imaging systems.”’

During my time in the Senate, I have
worked to ensure Israel’s security. One
aspect of this has been securing eco-
nomic and military assistance for
Israel. During my most recent trip to
Israel, in December 2007, I met with
President Shimon Peres and Prime
Minister Ehud Olmert. We discussed,
among other things, the Israeli-Pales-
tinian peace process, Iran’s role in the
region, and the U.S.-Israeli bilateral
relationship. In each instance, it was
clear to me that both the United
States and Israel benefit greatly from
our strong ties and shared ideals.

At the core of the United States-
Israeli relationship is the Middle East
peace process. There have been so
many developments since Israel
emerged as a state. The enmity which
has existed for decades has meant
senseless killing, terrorism in Israel,
and Hezbollah and Hamas firing rock-
ets into Israel, prompting the justified
retaliation by Israel as a matter of self
defense.

It is crucial that Israel’s neighbors
understand the importance of words
and perceptions in the peace process,
bringing the region closer to the goals
set forth in the November 27, 2007 Joint
Israeli-Palestinian Declaration at An-
napolis: “We express our determination
to bring an end to bloodshed, suffering
and decades of conflict between our
peoples; to usher in a new era of peace,
based on freedom, security, justice,
dignity, respect and mutual recogni-
tion; to propagate a culture of peace
and nonviolence; to confront terrorism
and incitement, whether committed by
Palestinians or Israelis.”

The democratic principles set forth
in the Declaration of the Establish-
ment of the State of Israel have en-
abled Israel to thrive for the past 60
years and will continue to guide it into
the future.

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I rise
today to acknowledge the 60th anniver-
sary of the founding of the modern
State of Israel.

On May 14, 1948, the people of Israel
proclaimed the establishment of the
sovereign and independent State of
Israel, and the Government established
full diplomatic relations.
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The United States and Israel share a
deep friendship and alliance. Our alli-
ance is based on the belief of the
United States in Israel’s right to exist
and our countries’ shared values of de-
mocracy.

Both Israel and the United States un-
derstand the values of life, liberty, op-
portunity, security, and freedom. Addi-
tionally, we both seek to address the
common threat of terrorism. We recog-
nize that terrorist organizations have
denounced the values of freedom, and
we are dedicated to ensuring that ter-
rorism does not prevail.

Throughout Israel’s history, the
country has strived to build a demo-
cratic nation despite severe obstacles.
Yet the people of Israel continue to
show great strength and perseverance
as they seek peace with their neigh-
bors.

I extend my congratulations to our
friends, the people of Israel, and I join
them in celebrating this occasion.

———
THE MATTHEW SHEPARD ACT OF
2007
Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise

today to speak about the need for hate
crimes legislation. Each Congress, Sen-
ator KENNEDY and I introduce hate
crimes legislation that would strength-
en and add new categories to current
hate crimes law, sending a signal that
violence of any kind is unacceptable in
our society. Likewise, each Congress I
have come to the floor to highlight a
separate hate crime that has occurred
in our country.

In the early morning hours of Satur-
day, May 10, 2008, in Muncie, IN, Kyle
Flood was attacked for being gay in
what he believes was a hate crime.
Flood, a 21-year-old college student at
Ball State University, says he was
leaving a bar at about 3 a.m. when two
college-aged men approached him and
his friends using anti-gay epithets.
When the two groups crossed paths, a
fight erupted. Flood was shoved to the
ground and punched in the face. He was
later treated at the local hospital for a
scratched cornea, swollen eye, cuts and
bruises. The Ball State community has
reacted to the beating, and students
have been informed to stay calm and
try to travel to and from social events
in groups. Police Chief Gene Burton
has said that bias-motivated attacks
are rare among students, but that they
have happened before. No arrests have
been made in connection with the as-
sault.

I believe that the Government’s first
duty is to defend its citizens, to defend
them against the harms that come out
of hate. Federal laws intended to pro-
tect individuals from heinous and vio-
lent crimes motivated by hate are woe-
fully inadequate. This legislation
would better equip the Government to
fulfill its most important obligation by
protecting new groups of people as well
as better protecting citizens already
covered under deficient laws. I believe
that by passing this legislation and
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changing current law, we can change
hearts and minds as well.

NATIONAL FOSTER CARE MONTH

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize National Foster Care
Month, an effort to raise awareness
about our responsibility to support the
more than half a million children
across the Nation who are living in fos-
ter care. I would also like to take this
opportunity to pay tribute to the dedi-
cated adoptive parents who provide
these vulnerable youth with the perma-
nent families they deserve.

Having a family is vitally important
to foster youth like JoJo Carbonell,
from my home State of California.
When she was in school, JoJo had to
ask her teacher to excuse her from the
assignment to make a family tree be-
cause she didn’t know any of her rel-
atives except her birth mother and her
sisters. For JoJo, one of the most im-
portant reasons that she is now suc-
cessful and stable is her foster parent,
Sue Crowley. From Sue, JoJo learned
the importance of family and began to
develop heartfelt traditions she will
carry with her forever. As JoJo grew
older, she and Sue decided to become a
permanent family through adoption.

I am proud of California’s success in
finalizing more than 66,500 adoptions of
children from foster care between 2000
and 2006, but sadly many foster youth
are never united with a permanent,
stable family.

For Priscilla Davis, who ‘‘aged out”
after spending 3 years at nine different
placements in California’s foster care
system, having a family would mean
having someone she could call if she is
having a problem; having a family
would mean there is someone to catch
her if she makes a mistake; having a
family would mean someone to call if
something wonderful happens.

Unfortunately, Priscilla is one of
about 4,000 foster youth in California,
and more than 20,000 youth nationwide
who emancipate, or ‘‘age out’ of foster
care every year without ever finding a
permanent family or establishing a re-
lationship with an adult who will love,
support, and guide them.

A recent report by Kids Are Waiting
and the Jim Casey Youth Opportuni-
ties Initiative found that while the
total number of children in foster care
has declined, the number of young peo-
ple aging out of foster care has in-
creased 41 percent since 1998.

Last year, I introduced the Foster
Care Continuing Opportunities Act, S.
1512, which would extend Federal fund-
ing to those States that try to provide
services that help foster youth transi-
tion to adulthood. Right now, the fu-
ture for foster youth when they are
emancipated is often bleak. In Cali-
fornia, about 65 percent of emancipated
youth face homelessness, less than 3
percent go to college, and 51 percent
are unemployed.

While extending support for these
services at a Federal level could make
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an extraordinary difference in the suc-
cess of these youth in transitioning to
adulthood, the best way for us to en-
sure these youth find the families they
deserve is to reauthorize the Federal
Adoption Incentive Program.

The Adoption Incentive Program en-
courages States to find foster children
like JoJo and Priscilla permanent
homes through adoption, with an em-
phasis on finding adoptive homes for
special needs children and foster chil-
dren over the age of 9. This important
program must be renewed before it ex-
pires on September 30 this year.

I urge my colleagues to celebrate Na-
tional Foster Care Month by sup-
porting these important efforts to en-
sure that the Federal Government
meets its responsibility to care for
these youth—not just their future, but
the future of our Nation depends on it.

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, in
recognition of May as National Foster
Care Month, I want to extend my per-
sonal thanks to all of the families in
Washington State and throughout our
country who have adopted children
from the Nation’s foster care system.
Foster children, through no fault of
their own, face unique challenges in at-
taining permanent, loving homes. We
can all agree that, regardless of back-
ground, all children in our country de-
serve to have a safe, loving home and
the opportunity to pursue their
dreams.

In 2005, almost 1,200 of Washington’s
children left foster care to join adop-
tive families—but that same year more
than 2000 foster children in Washington
were still waiting to be adopted. They
had to wait an average of over 3 years
to find adoptive families. Vulnerable
children should not have to wait so
long for the safe, permanent families
that all children need.

The Federal Adoption Incentive Pro-
gram, a program first enacted by Con-
gress in 1997, plays an important role
in encouraging adoption. The program
provides States like Washington with
incentive payments for adoptions that
exceed an established baseline and in-
cludes additional incentives for adop-
tions of older foster children and chil-
dren with special needs. Between 2000
and 2006, the Adoption Incentive Pro-
gram helped 5,700 children in Washing-
ton’s foster care system join adoptive
families.

I am also pleased to support the Kin-
ship Caregiver Act, introduced by Sen-
ator CLINTON in February 2007. The
Kinship Caregiver Support Act is in-
tended to assist the millions of chil-
dren who are being raised by their
grandparents and other relatives be-
cause their parents are not able to care
for them. Among other things, this im-
portant legislation would establish a
Kinship Navigator Program to help
link relative caregivers to a broad
range of services and supports that
they need for their children and them-
selves.

I join my colleagues in the Senate in
paying tribute to the many prospective
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and veteran adoptive families, and I
look forward to pursuing reforms that
support children in foster care.

————
NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS
VIDEOTAPING
Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, the
Patriots engaged in extensive

videotaping of opponents’ offensive and
defensive signals starting on August 20,
2000, and extending to September 9,
2007, when they were publicly caught
videotaping the Jets.

The extent of the taping was not dis-
closed until the NFL was pressured to
do so. Originally, Commissioner Good-
ell said the taping was limited to late
in the 2006 season and early in the 2007
season. In his meeting with me on Feb-
ruary 13, 2008, Goodell admitted the
taping went back to 2000. Until my
meeting with Matt Walsh on May 13,
2008, the only taping we knew about
took place from 2000 until 2002 and dur-
ing the 2006 and 2007 seasons.

That left an obvious gap between 2003
and 2005. In response to my questions,
Matt Walsh stated he had season tick-
ets in 2003, 2004 and 2005 and saw Steve
Scarnecchia, his successor, videotape
games during those seasons including:

The Patriots’ September 9, 2002,
game against the Steelers.

The Patriots’ November 16, 2003,
game against the Cowboys.

The Patriots’ September 25, 2005,

game against the Steelers, which the
Steelers resoundingly won 34-20.

Walsh stated he observed
Scarnecchia filming additional Patri-
ots home games, though he could not
recall the specific games.

Walsh said he did not tell Goodell
about the taping during 2003, 2004 and
2005 because he was not asked.

The NFL confiscated the Jets tape on
September 9, 2007; imposed the pen-
alties on September 13, 2007; on Sep-
tember 17, 2007, viewed the tapes for
the first time; and then announced
they had destroyed those tapes on Sep-
tember 20, 2007. Commissioner Goodell
made his judgment on the punishment
to be levied before he had viewed the
key evidence.

Matt Walsh and other Patriots em-
ployees, Steve Scarnecchia, Jimmy
Dee, Fernando Neto and possibly Ed
Bailey were present to observe most if
not all of the St. Louis Rams walk-
through practice in advance of the 2002
Super Bowl, including Marshall
Faulk’s unusual positioning as a punt
returner.

David Halberstam’s book, ‘“The Edu-
cation of a Coach,” documents the way
Belichick spent the week before the
Super Bowl obsessing about where the
Rams would line up Faulk.

Walsh was asked and told Assistant
Coach, Brian Daboll, about the
walkthrough. Walsh said Daboll asked
him specific questions about the Rams
offense and Walsh told Daboll about
Faulk’s lining up as a kick returner.
Walsh also told Daboll about Rams
running backs ‘‘lining up in the flat.”
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Walsh said Daboll then drew diagrams
of the formations Walsh had described.
According to media reports, Daboll de-
nied talking to Walsh about Faulk. We
do not know what Scarnecchia, Dee,
Neto or Bailey did or even if they were
interviewed.

The Patriots took elaborate steps to
conceal their filming of opponents’ sig-
nals. Patriots personnel instructed
Walsh to use a ‘‘cover story’’ if anyone
questioned him about the filming.

For example, if asked why the Patri-
ots had an extra camera filming, he
was instructed to say that he was film-
ing ‘‘tight shots’ of a particular player
or players or that he was filming high-
lights. If asked why he was not filming
the play on the field, he was instructed
to say that he was filming the down
marker.

The red light indicating when his
camera was rolling was broken.

During at least one game, the Janu-
ary 27, 2002, AFC Championship game,
Walsh was specifically instructed not
to wear anything displaying a Patriots
logo. Walsh indicated he turned the Pa-
triots sweatshirt he was wearing at the
time inside-out. Walsh was also given a
generic credential instead of one that
identified him as team personnel.

These efforts to conceal the filming
demonstrate the Patriots knew they
were violating NFL rules.

The filming enabled the Patriots
coaching staff to anticipate the defen-
sive plays called by the opposing team.
According to Walsh, he first filmed an
opponents’ signals during the August
20, 2000, preseason game against the
Tampa Bay Buccaneers. After Walsh
filmed a game, he would provide the
tape for Ernie Adams, a coaching as-
sistant for the Patriots, who would
match the signals with the plays.

Walsh was told by a former offensive
player that a few days before the Sep-
tember 3, 2000, regular season game
against Tampa Bay, he—the offensive
player—was called into a meeting with
Adams, Bill Belichick and Charlie
Weis, then the offensive coordinator for
the Patriots, during which it was ex-
plained how the Patriots would make
use of the tapes. The offensive player
would memorize the signals and then
watch for Tampa Bay’s defensive calls
during the game. He would then pass
the plays along to Weis, who would
give instructions to the quarterback on
the field. This process enabled the Pa-
triots to go to a ‘‘no-huddle’ offensive,
which would lock in the defense the op-
posing team had called from the side-
line, preventing the defense from mak-
ing any adjustments. When Walsh
asked whether the tape he had filmed
was helpful, the offensive player said it
had enabled the team to anticipate 75
percent of the plays being called by the
opposing team.

Among the tapes Walsh turned over
to the NFL is one of the AFC Cham-
pionship game on January 27, 2002, in
which the Patriots defeated the Steel-
ers by a score of 24-17. When the Patri-
ots played the Steelers again during
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