
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES4100 May 13, 2008 
TRIBUTE TO CONGRESSMAN 

WILLIAM LOUIS ‘‘BILL’’ DICKINSON 
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, today 

I pay tribute to my friend, former Con-
gressman William Louis ‘‘Bill’’ Dickin-
son, who recently passed away after an 
extended illness. He represented the 
Second District of Alabama as a Mem-
ber of Congress from 1965 to 1993. 

Bill was born in Opelika, AL, on June 
25, 1925. After graduating from Opelika 
public schools, he enlisted in the Navy, 
serving from 1943 to 1946 and then 
joined the Air Force Reserves. 

After graduating from the University 
of Alabama Law School, Bill returned 
to Opelika where he practiced law be-
fore becoming an Opelika city judge. 
He later served as a judge of the Lee 
County Juvenile Court, and as a judge 
for the Fifth Judicial Circuit of Ala-
bama. 

In 1964, Bill was elected as a Repub-
lican to Congress for the Second Dis-
trict of Alabama. He was known to his 
colleagues on both sides of the aisle as 
an honest and collegial statesman and 
a first-rate legislator. The people of 
southeast Alabama were proud of Bill’s 
work in representing them in Congress, 
as evidenced by his election to 14 terms 
in the U.S. House of Representatives. 
Bill never wavered from his conserv-
ative principles. It would be difficult to 
count the ways that Alabama and our 
Nation benefited from Bill’s time in 
Congress. Though we did not serve to-
gether, I knew him well, campaigning 
for him when I was in college and bene-
fiting from his strong support and wise 
advice since I have been in the Senate. 

As a long standing member of the 
House Armed Services Committee, he 
worked arduously for our men and 
women in uniform. His work was deci-
sive in supporting military bases in 
Alabama that have become strong, en-
during installations like Maxwell Air 
Force Base and Fort Rucker. He was a 
fixture on the Armed Services Com-
mittee, serving 10 years as ranking 
member. Indeed, it was ironic that if he 
had chosen to seek another term, he 
would have been the chairman of the 
House Armed Services Committee. As 
the committee’s leading Republican, he 
gave his support to President Reagan’s 
defense buildup in the 1980s which 
helped to bring down the Soviet Union. 
Our Nation’s military continues to 
reap the benefits of programs and poli-
cies adopted under his watch. 

There are times when our Nation has 
to defend itself and Bill Dickinson 
fully understood that reality. That 
knowledge made him a steadfast advo-
cate for the proposition that the best 
way to peace was through strength. 

Finally, despite all of his accomplish-
ments, Bill’s family and his many 
friends will miss his wit and humor. As 
we say in the South, he was ‘‘good 
company’’. People loved to hear him 
speak. The smiles on the faces of the 
audience would start even before he 
reached the podium. His humor and a 
realistic approach to life were surely 
great assets to his work. 

He is survived by his wife, Barbara, 
four children, and grandchildren. They 
have all been superb citizens, and I am 
proud to say that his son, Bill, worked 
for me when I was attorney general 
doing a great job for the people of the 
State of Alabama. 

Our State and our Nation are better 
places because of Bill Dickinson’s lead-
ership. Let his service be an example 
for those of us who continue to serve in 
public office. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SANDER LURIE 

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, 
today I pay tribute to a truly remark-
able person. Sander Lurie came to my 
office as legislative director in 2001, 
and was an integral member of my 
staff for 7 years, including serving as 
my chief of staff. 

Sander was pivotal in getting my of-
fice up and running as I made the tran-
sition from the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives to the U.S. Senate in 2001. 
I could not have asked for a better per-
son to direct my legislative efforts; 
with his support I was able to hit the 
ground running and work for the great 
people of the State of Michigan from 
the very start. 

Prior to joining my staff in 2001, 
Sander spent 10 years working for the 
honorable Senator from the State of 
New Jersey, Mr. FRANK LAUTENBERG, 
including serving as his chief of staff 
prior to Senator LAUTENBERG’s retire-
ment in 2000. When I asked Senator 
LAUTENBERG about Sander and his con-
tributions to his office, Senator LAU-
TENBERG told me, ‘‘Sander was an inte-
gral part of my team for many years 
and played a large role in our successes 
during that time. He is a smart, nat-
ural leader with a real dedication to 
public service.’’ I could not agree more. 
For the 7 years he spent on my staff no 
one was more tireless, more hard-
working, or more dedicated to helping 
the citizens of Michigan and the citi-
zens of the United States. He was a 
constant source of motivation and in-
spiration. 

Sander has always been the kind of 
person whose first priority is to im-
prove the lives of those around him. 
This was clearly evident during his 
time in Senator LAUTENBERG’s office. 
He was instrumental in assisting Sen-
ator LAUTENBERG’s push for major re-
forms in tobacco and was very helpful 
to the state attorneys general who 
took on the tobacco industry. Sander 
played a key role in the Senator’s suc-
cessful battle to reduce drunken driv-
ing deaths by making the .08 blood al-
cohol level the law of the land. Amidst 
all this, Sander was able to work with 
Senator LAUTENBERG and help craft the 
historic 1997 Balanced Budget Agree-
ment that helped to produce the budget 
surpluses of the late 1990s. 

As he made his way to my office, 
Sander used his experience with the 
balanced budget agreement to become 
the go-to person on my staff regarding 
the budget, and all of us here in the 

Senate can attest to the complexity 
that comes along with it. Sander al-
ways prided himself in knowing the ins 
and outs of the budget process and he 
never ceased to amaze me with his abil-
ity to recall rules and regulations at 
will. His work and knowledge was a 
pivotal part of my ability to be a lead-
er and contributor to the budget com-
mittee, and I cannot thank him 
enough. 

Sander was born in Warwick, RI, and 
raised for most of his early life in Mil-
waukee, WI. He earned his bachelor’s 
degree from the University of Wis-
consin-Madison, and following that he 
earned his master’s degree in public ad-
ministration from the Lyndon B. John-
son School of Public Affairs at the Uni-
versity of Texas-Austin. Sander’s pri-
ority of working for the people in his 
community and his commitment to 
public service began at a young age be-
fore he ever made his way to Wash-
ington. He spent time working for both 
the Wisconsin State Assembly and the 
Texas Employment Commission, mak-
ing sure to give back to the States that 
he called home. This selflessness fol-
lowed him to Washington as he spent 
the last 17 years of his life serving the 
citizens of Michigan and New Jersey. 

Sander has now begun a new chapter 
in his life. And though everyone in my 
office and those that know him best 
were saddened to see him leave, we are 
all incredibly proud of the work he has 
done and are deeply grateful for the 
positive impact he has had on all of our 
lives. 

Today, Sander resides in Washington, 
DC, with his wonderful wife Dorian 
Friedman, and their beautiful daughter 
Mara. As Sander continues on in what 
will certainly be an illustrious career, I 
wish him well. He is sorely missed, but 
I, and everyone around him, know that 
the same selflessness that brought him 
to public service will follow him to 
whatever path he chooses, and he will 
undoubtedly continue to improve the 
lives of those around him. I am hon-
ored to have had Sander serve as my 
chief of staff, and I wish him only the 
best in the years ahead. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CITY 
OF BURLINGAME 

∑ Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I take 
this opportunity to recognize the 100th 
anniversary of the city of Burlingame, 
located in San Mateo County, CA. 

The city of Burlingame was incor-
porated into the State of California on 
June 6, 1908. This year, we celebrate its 
centennial anniversary. Also known as 
the ‘‘City of Trees’’ because of its 18,000 
public trees, the city of Burlingame 
has fascinated and charmed visitors for 
decades. 

Situated in eastern San Mateo Coun-
ty near San Francisco Bay, Burlingame 
is named after diplomat Anson Bur-
lingame, the former U.S. Minister to 
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China who stopped in the bay area on 
his way to China in 1866 and purchased 
1,043 acres in what is currently Bur-
lingame and Hillsborough. In the mid- 
1860s, a railroad line was built down 
the Peninsula, with many wealthy San 
Franciscans building secondary homes 
south of San Francisco. When the great 
earthquake devastated much of San 
Francisco in 1906, many people looking 
to escape the dangers and hardships of 
the city also moved south, this time 
permanently. 

In 1894, the Burlingame Train Sta-
tion was built to service the Bur-
lingame Country Club, which was 
founded in 1893. This station, which 
was financed largely by country club 
members, was built to resemble the 
style of California’s missions. Today, 
the Burlingame Train Station is on the 
National Register of Historic Places 
and has also been designated a State 
historic landmark. 

For 100 years, the city of Burlingame 
has not only served as a historical won-
derland for those visiting the city but 
a place to call home for its more than 
28,000 residents. I commend Burlingame 
for maintaining the natural beauty and 
historical significance of this fine city. 

The city of Burlingame’s vision and 
commitment to protecting its small 
piece of California history should be 
commended. I congratulate the city of 
Burlingame for its hard work on this 
special occasion and I look forward to 
future generations having the oppor-
tunity to visit and enjoy this unique 
city for another 100 years.∑ 

f 

125TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
JAMESTOWN, NORTH DAKOTA 

∑ Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to honor a community in North 
Dakota that is celebrating its 125th an-
niversary. From June 28 to July 6, the 
residents of Jamestown will come to-
gether to celebrate their community 
and its historic founding. 

Founded in 1883 on the intersection 
of the Pipestem and James Rivers, 
Jamestown was named by GEN Thomas 
La Fayette Rosser whose hometown 
was Jamestown, VA, which was also lo-
cated on a James River. In 1883 and 
again in 1932, the city of Jamestown 
made an attempt, though unsuccessful, 
to become the capital of the State. 
Jamestown is known as the ‘‘Pride of 
the Prairie’’—and it has much to be 
proud of. 

The city’s dedication to promoting 
both conservation and tourism resulted 
in the construction of the World’s 
Largest Buffalo. This massive 60-ton 
monument, which began as an art 
project of students from Jamestown 
College, draws visitors from all over 
the country. The buffalo is the center 
of the Frontier Village, a gathering of 
genuine Frontier-era buildings and the 
National Buffalo Museum—all of these 
together attracting over 100,000 visitors 
a year. 

Adding to Jamestown’s celebrity is 
the presence of two of only a few albino 

bison in North America. The first, 
known as White Cloud, gave birth to an 
albino calf this last year, bringing an-
other albino bison to the herd tended 
by the National Buffalo Museum. The 
rarity of this occurring is immense and 
has added to interest in the city. 

Jamestown has also helped shape the 
direction of North Dakota. And, for 
many, as the city that brought us 
Louis L’Amour and Peggy Lee, James-
town has helped shape a generation. 
Coming into its 125th year, I am cer-
tain that Jamestown will continue in 
its role to provide leadership to many 
of our communities for years to come. 

Jamestown will be commemorating 
this special occasion with over a week 
of fireworks, car shows, races, ban-
quets, socials, air shows, golf tour-
naments, school reunions, presen-
tations, and parades. 

Mr. President, I ask the U.S. Senate 
to join me in congratulating James-
town, ND, and its residents on their 
125th anniversary and in wishing them 
well for the future. By honoring James-
town we keep the pioneering, frontier 
spirit alive for future generations. It is 
places such as Jamestown that have 
helped to shape this country into what 
it is today, which is why this fine com-
munity is deserving of our recognition. 

Jamestown has a proud past and a 
very bright future.∑ 

f 

125TH ANNIVERSARY OF VALLEY 
CITY, NORTH DAKOTA 

∑ Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to recognize a community in 
North Dakota that will be celebrating 
its 125th anniversary. On June 11–15, 
the residents of Valley City will gather 
to celebrate their community’s history 
and founding. 

Founded by the Northern Pacific Rail 
Road in 1872, this community went 
through an assortment of names before 
settling on Valley City. After being 
known as Second Crossing, Fifth Sid-
ing, Wahpeton, and Worthington, Val-
ley City was chosen to describe this 
beautiful town located in the Sheyenne 
River Valley. 

Because the community was devel-
oped around the winding Sheyenne 
River, its eight historic bridges have 
become an integral part of Valley 
City’s rich history. This ‘‘City of 
Bridges’’ offers many one of a kind and 
original bridge designs, including the 
Valley City State University suspen-
sion footbridge and the concrete arched 
Rainbow Bridge. 

Valley City has a lot to offer its resi-
dents and visitors alike. With its an-
tiques, crafts and collectables Valley 
City offers a distinctive shopping expe-
rience. Some of its hidden treasures in-
clude a visitor’s center, the Barnes 
County Museum, and the Sheyenne 
River Valley National Scenic Byway. 
The scenic byway stretches 63 pictur-
esque miles along the Sheyenne River, 
following ancient Native American 
foot paths. The area has become a mag-
net for hunters, fisherman, and outdoor 

enthusiasts of all kinds. It is also the 
proud hometown of our Congressman, 
EARL POMEROY. 

Valley City is the ideal location for 
its residents to grow and prosper to-
gether. To celebrate its 125th anniver-
sary, the city will hold a rubber duck 
race, a street dance, a craft fair, a pa-
rade and fireworks. 

Mr. President, I ask the U.S. Senate 
to join me in congratulating Valley 
City, ND, and its residents on their 
first 125 years and in wishing them well 
in the future. It is places such as Val-
ley City, North Dakota that have 
helped shape this country into what it 
is today, which is why this fine com-
munity is deserving of our recognition. 

Valley City has a proud past and a 
bright future.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LINDA NELSON 
∑ Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, there is 
an old saying that no exercise is better 
for the human heart than reaching 
down to lift up a child. Whenever I 
think about Linda Nelson, that saying 
comes to mind because she had devoted 
her life to nurturing and educating and 
lifting up children. 

Likewise, for the past 4 years, as 
president of the Iowa State Education 
Association, Linda Nelson has devoted 
herself to lifting up the teaching pro-
fession in the State of Iowa. She has 
fought for better pay and professional 
development, for more generous fund-
ing for public education, and for com-
monsense reforms to the No Child Left 
Behind Act. She has done an excep-
tional job for Iowa’s teachers and edu-
cation support professionals. However, 
I know that she is looking forward to 
returning next fall to her real love, 
which is the classroom at Carter Lake 
Elementary School and the students 
she has missed so much. 

Linda Nelson has led and served 
ISEA with true distinction. Under her 
leadership, membership has increased 
and local associations have been 
strengthened. She tirelessly criss-
crossed the State of Iowa to visit 
schools and to consult with teachers 
and support professionals. I am told 
that she has been away from home so 
much that her cats no longer recognize 
her. 

Mr. President, I have always loved 
what Lee Iacocca said about teachers. 
‘‘In a completely rational society,’’ he 
said, ‘‘the best of us would be teachers, 
and the rest would have to settle for 
something less.’’ Fortunately, in Iowa, 
so many of our best do go into teach-
ing. And Linda is one of those truly 
outstanding classroom professionals. 

She graduated from the University of 
Nebraska at Lincoln and has taught for 
more than 30 years. She has been an ac-
tive member of ISEA throughout her 
career. She has held leadership posi-
tions at the local, State, regional, and 
national levels. In 1992, the National 
Education Association recognized her 
outstanding contributions to public 
education with the Charles F. Martin 
Award. 
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