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(3) to establish levee maintenance prior-
ities and an appropriate levee modernization
program; and

(4) for other purposes that further the goal
of identifying or implementing levee im-
provement and modernization measures.

(f) FEDERAL SHARE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraphs (2) and (3), the Federal share of
levee improvement and modernization ac-
tivities carried out with financial assistance
under the program shall be not more than 50
percent.

(2) RURAL AND ECONOMICALLY DISADVAN-
TAGED COMMUNITIES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Federal share of
levee improvement and modernization ac-
tivities carried out in a community de-
scribed in subparagraph (B) with financial
assistance under the program shall be not
more than 65 percent.

(B) COMMUNITIES.—A community described
in this subparagraph is—

(i) a rural community (as determined by
the Director);

(ii) a town with a population of not more
than 20,000 individuals; or

(iii) an area in which the average income is
15 less then the State-wide median income
for the applicable State, as determined by
the Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment.

(3) WAIVER.—The Director may waive para-
graph (1) in extreme circumstances, as deter-
mined by the Director.

(g) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than
18 months after the date of enactment of this
Act, the Director, in consultation with State
and local governments, shall submit to Con-
gress a report evaluating the efforts of the
Director to carry out this section.

(h) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to
the Director $400,000,000 to carry out the pro-
gram.

———————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs
be authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on May 7, 2008, at 10
a.m., to conduct a hearing entitled
“Turmoil in the Credit Markets: Exam-
ining the Regulation of Investment
Banks by the Securities and Exchange
Commission.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, May 7, 2008, at 9:30 a.m., in room
2563 of the Russell Senate Office Build-
ing.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, May 7, 2008, at 2:30 p.m., in room
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253 of the Russell Senate Office Build-
ing.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES
Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources be au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate to conduct a business meet-
ing on Wednesday, May 7, 2008, at 9:45
a.m., in room SD-366 of the Dirksen
Senate Office Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Foreign Relations be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, May 7, 2008, at 9:30 a.m.,
to hold a nomination hearing.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Foreign Relations be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, May 7, 2008, at 2:30 p.m.,
to hold a hearing on international trea-
ties.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental
Affairs be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, May 7, 2008, at 10 a.m. to conduct
a hearing entitled ‘‘Fuel Subsidies: Is
There an Impact on Food Supply and
Prices?”.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate, to conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘Ju-
dicial Nominations” on Wednesday,
May 7, 2008, at 10 a.m., in room SD-226
of the Dirksen Senate Office Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS
Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent for the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs to be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, May 7, 2008 to conduct a
hearing. The Committee will meet in
room 106 of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building, at 9:30 a.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON ANTITRUST, COMPETITION
POLICY AND CONSUMER RIGHTS
Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, Sub-
committee on Antitrust, Competition
Policy and Consumer Rights, be au-
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thorized to meet during the session of

the Senate, to conduct a hearing enti-

tled ‘‘Concentration in Agriculture and
an Examination of the JBS/Swift Ac-

quisitions’ on Wednesday, May 7, 2008,

at 2:30 p.m., in room SD-226 of the

Dirksen Senate Office Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SECTOR SOLUTIONS
TO GLOBAL WARMING, OVERSIGHT, AND CHIL-
DREN’S HEALTH PROTECTION
Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Committee on

Environment and Public Works, Sub-

committee on Public Sector Solutions

to Global Warming, Oversight, and

Children’s Health Protection be au-

thorized to meet during the session of

the Senate on Wednesday, May 7, 2008

in room 406 of the Dirksen Senate Of-

fice Building to hold a hearing enti-
tled, ‘‘Oversight Hearing on Science
and Environmental Regulatory Deci-
sions.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
——

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that Dionne Thompson, a fellow in
my office, be granted privileges of the
floor for the remainder of the 110th
Congress.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

———

TEMPORARILY EXTENDING PRO-
GRAMS UNDER THE HIGHER
EDUCATION ACT OF 1965

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask the
Chair to lay before the Senate a mes-
sage from the House on the bill, S. 2929,
to temporarily extend the programs
under the Higher Education Act of 1965.

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the House of Representatives:

S. 2929

Resolved, That the bill from the Senate (S.
2929) entitled ‘‘An Act to temporarily extend
the programs under the Higher Education
Act of 1965, do pass with the following
amendment:

Strike out all after the enacting clause and
insert:

SECTION 1. EXTENSION OF HIGHER EDUCATION
PROGRAMS.

(a) EXTENSION OF PROGRAMS.—Section 2(a) of
the Higher Education Extension Act of 2005
(Public Law 109-81; 20 U.S.C. 1001 note) is
amended by striking ‘‘April 30, 2008’ and insert-
ing ‘“May 31, 2008".

(b) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this
section, or in the Higher Education Extension
Act of 2005 as amended by this Act, shall be con-
strued to limit or otherwise alter the authorica-
tions of appropriations for, or the durations of,
programs contained in the amendments made by
the Higher Education Reconciliation Act of 2005
(Public Law 109-171) or by the College Cost Re-
duction and Access Act (Public Law 110-84) to
the provisions of the Higher Education Act of
1965 and the Taxpayer-Teacher Protection Act
of 2004.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment made
by subsection (a) shall take effect as if enacted
on April 30, 2008.



S3930

Mr. DODD. I ask unanimous consent
that the Senate concur in the House
amendment, and the motion to recon-
sider be laid upon the table with no in-
tervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———————

AUTHORIZING THE USE OF THE
CAPITOL GROUNDS

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to the immediate consideration of H.
Con. Res. 308, which was received from
the House.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 308)
authorizing the use of the Capitol Grounds
for the National Peace Officers’ Memorial
Service.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the concurrent res-
olution be agreed to, the motion to re-
consider be laid upon the table, with no
intervening action or debate, and any
statements related to the measure be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 308) was agreed to.

——————

HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO
BURMA AFTER CYCLONE NARGIS

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to the immediate consideration of S.
Res. 554, which was submitted earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 554) expressing the
Sense of the Senate on humanitarian assist-
ance to Burma after Cyclone Nargis.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I further
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be
agreed to, the motions to reconsider be
laid upon the table, with no inter-
vening action or debate, and that any
statements relating to this measure be
printed in the RECORD.

Mr. President, I also ask unanimous
consent that I be included as a cospon-
sor of this resolution.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 554

Whereas, on May 3, 2008, Cyclone Nargis

devastated Burma, leaving an estimated
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22,600 people dead,
1,000,000 homeless;

Whereas, on May 5, 2008, the United States
embassy in Burma issued a disaster declara-
tion authorizing $250,000 in immediate hu-
manitarian assistance to the people of
Burma;

Whereas, on May 5, 2008, First Lady Laura
Bush stated that the United States will
“work with the U.N. and other international
nongovernmental organizations to provide
water, sanitation, food, and shelter. More as-
sistance will be forthcoming’’;

Whereas, on May 5, 2008, Department of
State Deputy Spokesman Tom Casey stated
that the United States has ‘‘a disaster assist-
ance response team that is standing by and
ready to go in to Burma to help try to assess
need there’’;

Whereas, on May 6, 2008, President George
W. Bush said, ‘“The United States has made
an initial aid contribution, but we want to
do a lot more. We’re prepared to move U.S.
Navy assets to help find those who’ve lost
their lives, to help find the missing, to help
stabilize the situation. But in order to do so,
the military junta must allow our disaster
assessment teams into the country.”’;

Whereas, on May 6, 2008, President Bush
pledged $3,000,000 in emergency assistance to
victims of Cyclone Nargis, and stated that
allowing the disaster assistance response
team to enter the country would facilitate
additional support;

Whereas the European Union has pledged
to deliver $3,000,000 in initial emergency dis-
aster assistance to Burma;

Whereas according to the United Nations
Country Team in Burma, the average house-
hold in Burma is forced to spend almost 34 of
its budget on food and 1 in 3 children under
the age of 5 is suffering from malnutrition;

Whereas the prevalence of tuberculosis in
Burma is among the highest in the world,
with nearly 97,000 new cases detected annu-
ally, malaria is the leading cause of mor-
tality in Burma, with 70 percent of the popu-
lation living in areas at risk, at least 37,000
died of HIV/AIDS in Burma in 2005 and over
600,000 are currently infected, and the World
Health Organization has ranked the health
sector of Burma as 190th out of 191 countries;

Whereas the failure of Burma’s ruling
State Peace and Development Council to
meet the most basic humanitarian needs of
the people of Burma has caused enormous
suffering inside Burma and driven hundreds
of thousands of Burmese citizens to seek ref-
uge in neighboring countries, creating a
threat to regional peace and stability; and

Whereas, in the aftermath of Cyclone
Nargis, the State Peace and Development
Council continues to restrict the access and
freedom of movement of international non-
governmental organizations to deliver hu-
manitarian assistance throughout Burma:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the Sense of the Sen-
ate—

(1) to express deep sympathy to and strong
support for the people of Burma, who have
endured tremendous hardships over many
yvears and face especially dire humanitarian
conditions in the aftermath of Cyclone
Nargis;

(2) to support the decision of President
Bush to provide immediate emergency hu-
manitarian assistance to Burma through
nongovernmental organizations that are not
affiliated with the Burmese regime or its of-
ficials and can effectively provide such as-
sistance directly to the people of Burma;

(3) to stand ready to appropriate additional
funds, beyond existing emergency inter-
national disaster assistance resources, if nec-
essary to help address dire humanitarian
conditions throughout Burma in the after-
math of Cyclone Nargis and beyond;
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(4) to call upon the State Peace and Devel-
opment Council to immediately lift restric-
tions on delivery of humanitarian assistance
and allow free and unfettered access to the
United States Government’s disaster assist-
ance response team and any organizations
that legitimately provide humanitarian as-
sistance; and

(5) that the United States Agency for
International Development should conduct a
comprehensive evaluation of which organiza-
tions are capable of providing humanitarian
assistance directly to the people throughout
Burma without interference by the State
Peace and Development Council.

—————

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF NATIONAL WOMEN’S
HEALTH WEEK

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to the immediate consideration of S.
Con. Res. 81, submitted earlier today
by Senator FEINGOLD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 81)
supporting the goals and ideals of National
Women’s Health Week.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the concurrent res-
olution be agreed to, the preamble be
agreed to, the motions to reconsider be
laid upon the table, with no inter-
vening action or debate, and any state-
ments relating to the measure be print-
ed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (S. Con.
Res. 81) was agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. CoN. RES. 81

Whereas women of all backgrounds have
the power to greatly reduce their risk of
common diseases through preventive meas-
ures, such as leading a healthy lifestyle that
includes engaging in regular physical activ-
ity, eating a nutritious diet, and visiting a
healthcare provider to receive regular check-
ups and preventative screenings;

Whereas significant disparities exist in the
prevalence of disease among women of dif-
ferent backgrounds, including women with
disabilities, African-American women,
Asian-Pacific Islander women, Latinas, and
American Indian-Alaska Native women;

Whereas healthy habits should begin at a
young age;

Whereas preventive care saves Federal dol-
lars designated for health care;

Whereas it is important to educate women
and girls about the significance of awareness
of key female health issues;

Whereas the offices of women’s health
within the Department of Health and Human
Services, the Food and Drug Administration,
the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion, the Health Resources and Services Ad-
ministration, the National Institutes of
Health, and the Agency for Healthcare Re-
search and Quality are vital to providing
critical services that support women’s health
research and education and other necessary
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