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By Mrs. BOXER (for herself and Mr.
LIEBERMAN):

S. 2965. A bill to require a report on the in-
clusion of severe and acute Post Traumatic
Stress Disorder among the conditions cov-
ered by traumatic injury protection coverage
under Servicemembers’ Group Life Insur-
ance; to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mrs. DOLE:

S. 2966. A bill to require the Secretary of
the Army to implement the First Sergeants
Barracks Initiative (FSBI) throughout the
Army in order to improve the quality of life
and living environments for single soldiers;
to the Committee on Armed Services.

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Mr.
BENNETT, and Mr. REID):

S. 2967. A bill to provide for certain Fed-
eral employee benefits to be continued for
certain employees of the Senate Restaurants
after operations of the Senate Restaurants
are contracted to be performed by a private
business concern, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Rules and Administration.

By Mr. ROCKEFELLER:

S. 2968. A bill to provide emergency assist-
ance for families receiving assistance under
part A of title IV of the Social Security Act
and low-income working families; to the
Committee on Finance.

By Mr. AKAKA:

S. 2969. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to enhance the capacity of the
Department of Veterans Affairs to recruit
and retain nurses and other critical health-
care professionals, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

———————

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. HATCH (for himself, Mrs. CLIN-
TON, Mr. COCHRAN, and Mr. SANDERS):

S. Res. 544. A resolution designating May 5
through 9, 2008, as National Substitute
Teacher Recognition Week; considered and
agreed to.

By Mr. PRYOR (for himself and Mrs.
LINCOLN):

S. Res. 545. A resolution honoring the re-
cipients of the El Dorado Promise scholar-
ship; considered and agreed to.

By Mr. THUNE (for himself and Mr.
WYDEN):

S. Res. 546. A resolution designating May
2008 as ‘‘National Physical Fitness and
Sports Month” and the week of May 1
through May 7, as ‘‘National Physical Edu-
cation and Sports Week”; considered and

agreed to.
By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr.
ISAKSON, Mr. KENNEDY, and Mr.
OBAMA):

S. Res. 547. A resolution designating the
week of May 4 through May 10, 2008, as
“North American Occupational Safety and
Health Week” and May 7, 2008, as ‘‘Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Professionals Day”;
considered and agreed to.

By Mr. DODD (for himself, Mr. COCH-
RAN, Mr. KENNEDY, Ms. MURKOWSKI,
Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. MCcCAIN, Mrs.
CLINTON, Ms. SNOWE, Mrs. MURRAY,
Mr. WICKER, Mr. OBAMA, Mr. SMITH,
Mr. BROWN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. ROCKE-
FELLER, Mr. FEINGOLD, Mr. BAYH, Mr.
CASEY, Mr. MENENDEZ, and Mr.
LIEBERMAN):

S. Res. 548. A resolution recognizing the
accomplishments of the members and alumni
of AmeriCorps and the contributions of
AmeriCorps to the lives of the people of the
United States; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.
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ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 17
At the request of Mr. AKAKA, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KERRY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 717, a bill to repeal title
II of the REAL ID Act of 2005, to re-
store section 7212 of the Intelligence
Reform and Terrorism Prevention Act
of 2004, which provides States addi-
tional regulatory flexibility and fund-
ing authorization to more rapidly
produce tamper- and counterfeit-resist-
ant driver’s licenses, and to protect
privacy and civil liberties by providing
interested stakeholders on a negotiated
rulemaking with guidance to achieve
improved 21st century licenses to im-
prove national security.
S. 796
At the request of Mr. BUNNING, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
OBAMA) was added as a cosponsor of S.
796, a bill to amend title VII of the Tar-
iff Act of 1930 to provide that exchange-
rate misalignment by any foreign na-
tion is a countervailable export sub-
sidy, to amend the Exchange Rates and
International Economic Policy Coordi-
nation Act of 1988 to clarify the defini-
tion of manipulation with respect to
currency, and for other purposes.
S. 803
At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER,
the name of the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. REED) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 803, a bill to repeal a provision
enacted to end Federal matching of
State spending of child support incen-
tive payments.
S. 1008
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. SALAZAR) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1003, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to im-
prove access to emergency medical
services and the quality and efficiency
of care furnished in emergency depart-
ments of hospitals and critical access
hospitals by establishing a bipartisan
commission to examine factors that af-
fect the effective delivery of such serv-
ices, by providing for additional pay-
ments for certain physician services
furnished in such emergency depart-
ments, and by establishing a Centers
for Medicare & Medicaid Services
Working Group, and for other purposes.
S. 1070
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from Washington
(Mrs. MURRAY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1070, a bill to amend the So-
cial Security Act to enhance the social
security of the Nation by ensuring ade-
quate public-private infrastructure and
to resolve to prevent, detect, treat, in-
tervene in, and prosecute elder abuse,
neglect, and exploitation, and for other
purposes.
S. 1415
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. DoDD) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1415, a bill to amend the Public
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Health Service Act and the Social Se-
curity Act to improve screening and
treatment of cancers, provide for survi-
vorship services, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1661
At the request of Mr. DORGAN, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
NELSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1661, a bill to communicate United
States travel policies and improve
marketing and other activities de-
signed to increase travel in the United
States from abroad.
S. 2059
At the request of Mrs. CLINTON, the
names of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Mr. FEINGOLD) and the Senator from
Washington (Ms. CANTWELL) were
added as cosponsors of S. 2059, a bill to
amend the Family and Medical Leave
Act of 1993 to clarify the eligibility re-
quirements with respect to airline
flight crews.
S. 2067
At the request of Mr. MARTINEZ, the
name of the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. COBURN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2067, a bill to amend the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act relating
to recreational vessels.
S. 2279
At the request of Mr. BIDEN, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
SNOWE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2279, a bill to combat international vio-
lence against women and girls.
S. 2314
At the request of Mr. SALAZAR, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mrs. LINCOLN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2314, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to make geo-
thermal heat pump systems eligible for
the energy credit and the residential
energy efficient property credit, and
for other purposes.
S. 2372
At the request of Mr. SMITH, the
names of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
MARTINEZ) and the Senator from Ne-
vada (Mr. ENSIGN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2372, a bill to amend the
Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the
United States to modify the tariffs on
certain footwear.
S. 2408
At the request of Mr. KERRY, the
names of the Senator from Tennessee
(Mr. CORKER) and the Senator from Illi-
nois (Mr. DURBIN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2408, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to re-
quire physician utilization of the Medi-
care electronic prescription drug pro-
gram.
S. 2533
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2533, a bill to enact a safe,
fair, and responsible state secrets privi-
lege Act.
S. 2561
At the request of Mr. REID, the name
of the Senator from Maine (Ms. SNOWE)



S3700

was added as a cosponsor of S. 2561, a
bill to require the Secretary of the In-
terior to conduct a theme study to
identify sites and resources to com-
memorate and interpret the Cold War.
S. 2585
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mrs. McCASKILL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 25685, a bill to provide for
the enhancement of the suicide preven-
tion programs of the Department of
Defense, and for other purposes.
S. 2598
At the request of Mr. DORGAN, the
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr.
HARKIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2598, a bill to increase the supply and
lower the cost of petroleum by tempo-
rarily suspending the acquisition of pe-
troleum for the Strategic Petroleum
Reserve.
S. 2618
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2618, a bill to amend the Pub-
lic Health Service Act to provide for
research with respect to various forms
of muscular dystrophy, including Beck-
er, congenital, distal, Duchenne,
Emery-Dreifuss Facioscapulohumeral,
limb-girdle, myotonic, and
oculopharyngeal muscular dystrophies.
S. 2672
At the request of Mr. CONRAD, the
name of the Senator from Washington
(Mrs. MURRAY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2672, a bill to provide incen-
tives to physicians to practice in rural
and medically underserved commu-
nities.
S. 2702
At the request of Mr. SALAZAR, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2702, a bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to improve access
to, and increase utilization of, bone
mass measurement benefits under the
Medicare part B Program.
S. 2723
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2723, a bill to expand the den-
tal workforce and improve dental ac-
cess, prevention, and data reporting,
and for other purposes.
S. 2772
At the request of Mr. LIEBERMAN, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
BAYH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2772, a bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to provide for the inves-
tigation of suicides committed by
members of the Armed Forces, and for
other purposes.
S. 2778
At the request of Mr. LIEBERMAN, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
BAYH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2778, a bill to amend title 37, United
States Code, to expand certain bonus
and special pay authorities for mem-
bers of the Armed Forces in order to
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enhance the recruitment and retention
of psychologists, social workers, men-
tal health nurses, and other mental
health professionals in the Armed
Forces, and for other purposes.
S. 2782
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. ROCKEFELLER) was added as
a cosponsor of S. 2782, a bill to amend
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to
impose a temporary windfall profit on
crude oil and transfer the proceeds of
the tax to the Highway Trust Fund,
and for other purposes.
S. 2818
At the request of Mr. ENZI, the names
of the Senator from Mississippi (Mr.
WICKER), the Senator from Texas (Mrs.
HuTcHISON) and the Senator from
North Carolina (Mr. BURR) were added
as cosponsors of S. 2818, a bill to amend
the Employee Retirement Income Se-
curity Act of 1974 and the Public
Health Service Act to provide for en-
hanced health insurance marketplace
pooling and relating market rating.
S. 2863
At the request of Mr. VITTER, the
names of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. COLEMAN) and the Senator from
South Dakota (Mr. THUNE) were added
as cosponsors of S. 2863, a bill to amend
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to
provide a Federal income tax credit for
certain stem cell research expendi-
tures.
S. 2874
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
CRAPO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2874, a bill to amend titles 5, 10, 37, and
38, United States Code, to ensure the
fair treatment of a member of the
Armed Forces who is discharged from
the Armed Forces, at the request of the
member, pursuant to the Department
of Defense policy permitting the early
discharge of a member who is the only
surviving child in a family in which the
father or mother, or one or more sib-
lings, served in the Armed Forces and,
because of hazards incident to such
service, was killed, died as a result of
wounds, accident, or disease, is in a
captured or missing in action status, or
is permanently disabled, and for other
purposes.
S. 2880
At the request of Mr. GREGG, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mr. SUNUNU) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2880, a bill to provide that
funds made available for reconstruc-
tion assistance for Iraq may be made
available only to the extent that the
Government of Iraq matches such as-
sistance on a dollar-for-dollar basis,
and for other purposes.
S. 2031
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. SALAZAR) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2931, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to ex-
empt complex rehabilitation products
and assistive technology products from
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the Medicare competitive acquisition
program.
S. 2938
At the request of Mr. THUNE, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
2938, a bill to amend titles 10 and 38,
United States Code, to improve edu-
cational assistance for members of the
Armed Forces and veterans in order to
enhance recruitment and retention for
the Armed Forces, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 2942
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
names of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. SPECTER), the Senator from
Massachusetts (Mr. KERRY) and the
Senator from Rhode Island (Mr.
WHITEHOUSE) were added as cosponsors
of S. 2942, a bill to authorize funding
for the National Advocacy Center.
S.J. RES. 28
At the request of Mr. DORGAN, the
names of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) and the Senator from Michi-
gan (Mr. LEVIN) were added as cospon-
sors of S.J. Res. 28, a joint resolution
disapproving the rule submitted by the
Federal Communications Commission
with respect to broadcast media owner-
ship.
S. RES. 483
At the request of Mr. BROWNBACK, the
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. BYRD) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 483, a resolution rec-
ognizing the first weekend of May 2008
as ‘“‘Ten Commandments Weekend”’.
S. RES. 543
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
names of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
HATCcH) and the Senator from Maine
(Ms. CoLLINS) were added as cosponsors
of S. Res. 543, a resolution designating
the week beginning May 11, 2008, as
“National Nursing Home Week’’.
AMENDMENT NO. 4580
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
names of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. SPECTER) and the Senator
from Oregon (Mr. SMITH) were added as
cosponsors of amendment No. 4580 in-
tended to be proposed to H.R. 2881, a
bill to amend title 49, United States
Code, to authorize appropriations for
the Federal Aviation Administration
for fiscal years 2008 through 2011, to
improve aviation safety and capacity,
to provide stable funding for the na-
tional aviation system, and for other
purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 4586
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 4586 intended to
be proposed to H.R. 2881, a bill to
amend title 49, United States Code, to
authorize appropriations for the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration for fiscal
years 2008 through 2011, to improve
aviation safety and capacity, to pro-
vide stable funding for the national
aviation system, and for other pur-
poses.
AMENDMENT NO. 4589
At the request of Mr. DORGAN, the
names of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
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NELSON) and the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. SPECTER) were added as co-
sponsors of amendment No. 4589 in-
tended to be proposed to H.R. 2881, a
bill to amend title 49, United States
Code, to authorize appropriations for
the Federal Aviation Administration
for fiscal years 2008 through 2011, to
improve aviation safety and capacity,
to provide stable funding for the na-
tional aviation system, and for other
purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 4615
At the request of Mr. DoDD, the name
of the Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr.
SPECTER) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 4615 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 2881, a bill to amend title
49, United States Code, to authorize ap-
propriations for the Federal Aviation
Administration for fiscal years 2008
through 2011, to improve aviation safe-
ty and capacity, to provide stable fund-
ing for the national aviation system,
and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 4616
At the request of Mr. ENSIGN, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. SPECTER) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 4616 in-
tended to be proposed to H.R. 2881, a
bill to amend title 49, United States
Code, to authorize appropriations for
the Federal Aviation Administration
for fiscal years 2008 through 2011, to
improve aviation safety and capacity,
to provide stable funding for the na-
tional aviation system, and for other
purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 4618
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. LAUTENBERG) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 4618 in-
tended to be proposed to H.R. 2881, a
bill to amend title 49, United States
Code, to authorize appropriations for
the Federal Aviation Administration
for fiscal years 2008 through 2011, to
improve aviation safety and capacity,
to provide stable funding for the na-
tional aviation system, and for other
purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 4621
At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the
names of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. SALAZAR) and the Senator from
Maryland (Ms. MIKULSKI) were added as
cosponsors of amendment No. 4621 in-
tended to be proposed to H.R. 2881, a
bill to amend title 49, United States
Code, to authorize appropriations for
the Federal Aviation Administration
for fiscal years 2008 through 2011, to
improve aviation safety and capacity,
to provide stable funding for the na-
tional aviation system, and for other
purposes.

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. CRAIG (for himself, Mr.
WARNER, and Mr. INHOFE):

S. 2953. A bill to provide for the de-

velopment and inventory of certain

outer Continental Shelf resources, to
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suspend petroleum acquisition for the
Strategic Petroleum Reserve, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources.

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, during
consideration of the reauthorization of
the FAA, a great deal of conversation
has gone on on this floor about energy
and the cost of energy. It is appro-
priate that we talk about it at a time
when our airlines are struggling and we
are attempting to reauthorize FAA.
Part of the reason our airlines are
struggling is the unprecedented avia-
tion fuel prices. It is only one of the
many reasons they are having dif-
ficulty today, but clearly the doubling
of their costs are putting at risk their
corporate structure and their ability to
serve an American public.

But it is not just the airlines that are
at risk. Every American consumer and
every business is finding the tremen-
dous increase in the cost of energy a
significant problem. For example, just
a few minutes ago, my BlackBerry
buzzed. My wife Suzanne is out in
Boise, ID. I got an e-mail about the
temperature, which is 31 degrees in
Boise this morning. At the bottom of
the e-mail, she said regular gas just hit
$3.53 a gallon. That is a lot of money.
Now, that is not as much as others are
paying across our Nation, but when an
Idahoan fills their tank and they go
from community to community, often-
times they drive hundreds of miles—
not just a few miles but literally hun-
dreds of miles. Idaho is a great big
Western State. Our distance is often-
times a significant part of our com-
merce and our ability to conduct eco-
nomic activity, and fuel prices have al-
ways been significant and important.

Idaho is also a large agricultural
State. The cost of the production of
foods today has gone up dramatically
because of the cost of diesel, if you
will, the cost of fertilizer, and all of
those components that go into the pro-
duction of food and the transporting of
the food.

Part of the reason food is going up on
the retail shelf of the supermarket
today is the cost of getting it there, let
alone the cost of producing and refin-
ing it. Many truckers are saying that
just to fill up their truck now can be as
much as $1,000. They are not able to
change their freight rates to adjust as
quickly to the high cost of energy, and
they simply have to—this is the term—
“eat it.” Well, they cannot afford to
eat it. Oftentimes, those trucks are
simply turning off their motors and
sitting idle.

So the impact of energy costs on our
economy can be dramatic. I came to
the floor yesterday to talk about it and
to say that, in large part, the Amer-
ican consumer, in their frustration, is
saying: Whom do we blame? I don’t
think they have to look any further
than the U.S. Congress and the failure
of this Congress—the House and Sen-
ate—over the last 20 years to do the
things that were necessary to continue
production, to ensure refinery capac-
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ity, to ensure exploration and the de-
velopment of reserves, while we were
doing all of the other things in con-
servation, in CAFE standards, assuring
that we had a new form of transpor-
tation energy. But, no, we have failed
to do the right things, and as a result
of that, the American consumer is, in
fact, paying a great deal for our fail-
ure.

What do we do to change that? In-
stead of just wringing our hands, there
are all kinds of ideas out there about
changing it.

Some would suggest that you just tax
the big oil companies; if you just tax
those big o0il companies and put that
money somewhere else, that will solve
the problem. There is an old adage in
economics that is quite simple: You
usually get less of that which you tax.
In other words, the higher you tax
something, the less you are going to
get from it. Do you want to, by tax-
ation, nationalize America’s inde-
pendent oil companies? Is that a way
to get production and more oil and gas
at the pump? Remember, there are not
any gas lines out there today. There
aren’t the kinds of lines we saw in the
1970s during the last energy crisis.
There is supply. It is the cost of supply
that we are frustrated about and the
impact that cost is having on our econ-
omy.

Here is one of the problems we have.
I talked about a Congress that failed, a
public policy that failed, a policy that
failed to continue to produce as de-
mand went dramatically up—not just
in this country but around the world.

The blue line on this chart is the sup-
ply line. As you can see, in the 1990s it
peaked and it began to drop. That is, of
course, U.S. production versus U.S.
consumption. In other words, as a na-
tion we began to produce less and less
crude oil into our refineries.

Today, we are near 60 percent de-
pendent upon other sources of energy,
from outside our country, to come into
our refineries and to go out of the gas
pump to the consumer. In fact, you can
see that the red line—demand—has
gone up dramatically as our economy
continued to grow over the years, as
more people were driving cars, and as
more cars consumed more gas.

The only way you are going to keep
price down is when the supply line and
the demand line are somewhat in con-
cert, somewhat tracking each other.
That simply stopped in the 1950s, as we
began to grow increasingly dependent
upon foreign nations.

We passed the Energy Policy Act of
2005, but it wasn’t really directed at
transportation fuels. Last year, we
added to that and we began to address
transportation fuels. We brought eth-
anol into the market by subsidizing
that and allowing our farmers, and
those who take corn from them, to
produce ethanol to become increas-
ingly effective in the market. That is
working to some degree. In fact, it is
estimated today that 20 cents would be
put on the price of gas at the pump if
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