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By Mr. SCHUMER:

S. 2947. A bill to amend the Food Security
Act of 1985 to encourage owners and opera-
tors of privately held farm, ranch, and forest
land to voluntarily make their land avail-
able for access by the public for maple-tap-
ping activities under programs administered
by States and tribal governments; to the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry.

By Mr. BROWN:

S. 2948. A bill to provide quality, affordable
health insurance for small employers and in-
dividuals; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. SMITH:

S. 2949. A bill to establish the Mark O. Hat-
field Scholarship and Excellence in Tribal
Governance Foundation and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Indian Affairs.

By Mr. MENENDEZ:

S. 2950. A bill to increase housing, aware-
ness, and navigation demonstration services
(HANDS) for individuals with autism spec-
trum disorders; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

————

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. REID (for Mrs. CLINTON (for
herself, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. FEIN-
GOLD, and Mr. LAUTENBERG)):

S. Res. 542. A resolution designating April
2008 as ‘‘National STD Awareness Month’’; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. THUNE (for himself, Mr. JOHN-
SON, and Mr. BINGAMAN):

S. Res. 543. A resolution designating the
week beginning May 11, 2008, as ‘‘National
Nursing Home Week’’; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

——————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 329
At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 329, a bill to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to provide cov-
erage for cardiac rehabilitation and
pulmonary rehabilitation services.
S. 335
At the request of Mr. DORGAN, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. DopD) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 335, a bill to prohibit the Internal
Revenue Service from using private
debt collection companies, and for
other purposes.
S. 796
At the request of Mr. BAYH, the name
of the Senator from New York (Mrs.
CLINTON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
796, a bill to amend title VII of the Tar-
iff Act of 1930 to provide that exchange-
rate misalignment by any foreign na-
tion is a countervailable export sub-
sidy, to amend the Exchange Rates and
International Economic Policy Coordi-
nation Act of 1988 to clarify the defini-
tion of manipulation with respect to
currency, and for other purposes.
S. 935
At the request of Mr. NELSON of Flor-
ida, the name of the Senator from Ten-
nessee (Mr. ALEXANDER) was added as a
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cosponsor of S. 935, a bill to repeal the
requirement for reduction of survivor
annuities under the Survivor Benefit
Plan by veterans’ dependency and in-
demnity compensation, and for other
purposes.
S. 1232
At the request of Mr. DODD, the name
of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. HARKIN)
was added as a cosponsor of S. 1232, a
bill to direct the Secretary of Health
and Human Services, in consultation
with the Secretary of Education, to de-
velop a voluntary policy for managing
the risk of food allergy and anaphy-
laxis in schools, to establish school-
based food allergy management grants,
and for other purposes.
S. 1340
At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the
names of the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. VITTER) and the Senator from
Minnesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR) were added
as cosponsors of S. 1340, a bill to amend
title XVIII of the Social Security Act
to provide Medicare beneficiaries with
access to geriatric assessments and
chronic care coordination services, and
for other purposes.
S. 1366
At the request of Mr. BUNNING, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
SNOWE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1366, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to permit the consoli-
dation of life insurance companies with
other companies.
S. 1998
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
names of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. CARDIN) and the Senator from New
Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ) were added as
cosponsors of S. 1998, a bill to reduce
child marriage, and for other purposes.
S. 2056
At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER,
the name of the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. KERRY) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 2056, a bill to amend
title XVIII of the Social Security Act
to restore financial stability to Medi-
care anesthesiology teaching programs
for resident physicians.
S. 2161
At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the
name of the Senator from Alabama
(Mr. SESSIONS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2161, a bill to ensure and foster
continued patient safety and quality of
care by making the antitrust laws
apply to negotiations between groups
of independent pharmacies and health
plans and health insurance issuers (in-
cluding health plans under parts C and
D of the Medicare Program) in the
same manner as such laws apply to
protected activities under the National
Labor Relations Act.
S. 2372
At the request of Mr. SMITH, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
BROWNBACK) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2372, a bill to amend the Har-
monized Tariff Schedule of the United
States to modify the tariffs on certain
footwear.
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S. 2536
At the request of Mr. BAYH, his name
was added as a cosponsor of S. 2536, a
bill to amend title 38, United States
Code, to prohibit the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs from collecting certain
debts to the United States in the case
of veterans who die as a result of a
service-connected disability incurred
or aggravated on active duty in a com-
bat zone, and for other purposes.
S. 2575
At the request of Mrs. HUTCHISON, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. BoND) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2575, a bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to remove certain limita-
tions on the transfer of entitlement to
basic educational assistance under
Montgomery GI Bill, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 2682
At the request of Mrs. CLINTON, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2682, a bill to direct United
States funding to the United Nations
Population Fund for certain purposes.
S. 2704
At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2704, a bill to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to provide for
Medicare coverage of services of quali-
fied respiratory therapists performed
under the general supervision of a phy-
sician.
S. 2705
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2705, a bill to authorize
programs to increase the number of
nurses within the Armed Forces
through assistance for service as nurse
faculty or education as nurses, and for
other purposes.
S. 2766
At the request of Mr. NELSON of Flor-
ida, the name of the Senator from Ohio
(Mr. BROWN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2766, a bill to amend the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act to address
certain discharges incidental to the
normal operation of a recreational ves-
sel.
S. 2774
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the
names of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM), the Senator from
Minnesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR) and the
Senator from Minnesota (Mr. COLEMAN)
were added as cosponsors of S. 2774, a
bill to provide for the appointment of
additional Federal circuit and district
judges, and for other purposes.
S. 2775
At the request of Mr. KERRY, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2775, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and the
Social Security Act to treat certain do-
mestically controlled foreign persons
performing services under contract
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with the United States Government as
American employers for purposes of
certain employment taxes and benefits.
S. 2777
At the request of Mr. MARTINEZ, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mr. SUNUNU) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2777, a bill to award a
Congressional Gold Medal to Dr. Oscar
Elias Biscet, in recognition of his cou-
rageous and unwavering commitment
to democracy, human rights, and
peaceful change in Cuba.
S. 2785
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. VITTER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2785, a bill to amend title XVIII of
the Security Act to preserve access to
physicians’ services under the Medi-
care program.
S. 2812
At the request of Mr. CONRAD, the
name of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. BINGAMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2812, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to im-
prove the provision of telehealth serv-
ices under the Medicare program.
S. 2822
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
name of the Senator from Washington
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2822, a bill to amend the En-
ergy Policy Act of 2005 to repeal a sec-
tion of that Act relating to exportation
or importation of natural gas.
S. 2867
At the request of Mr. BINGAMAN, the
name of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. DOMENICI) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2867, a bill to authorize addi-
tional resources to identify and elimi-
nate illicit sources of firearms smug-
gled into Mexico for use by violent
drug trafficking organizations, and for
other purposes.
S. 2928
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. BOXER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2928, a bill to ban bisphenol A in
children’s products.
S. 2934
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. LAUTENBERG) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2934, a bill to amend title
38, United States Code, to direct the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to pro-
vide a plot allowance for spouses and
children of certain veterans who are
buried in State cemeteries.
S. 2935
At the request of Mr. LAUTENBERG,
the name of the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 2935, a bill to prevent
the destruction of terrorist and crimi-
nal national instant criminal back-
ground check system records.
AMENDMENT NO. 4579
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr.
McCAIN) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 4579 intended to be pro-
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posed to H.R. 2881, a bill to amend title
49, United States Code, to authorize ap-
propriations for the Federal Aviation
Administration for fiscal years 2008
through 2011, to improve aviation safe-
ty and capacity, to provide stable fund-
ing for the national aviation system,
and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 4582
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
SMITH) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 4582 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 2881, a bill to amend title
49, United States Code, to authorize ap-
propriations for the Federal Aviation
Administration for fiscal years 2008
through 2011, to improve aviation safe-
ty and capacity, to provide stable fund-
ing for the national aviation system,
and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 4584
At the request of Ms. LANDRIEU, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. VITTER) was added as a cosponsor
of amendment No. 4584 intended to be
proposed to H.R. 2881, a bill to amend
title 49, United States Code, to author-
ize appropriations for the Federal Avia-
tion Administration for fiscal years
2008 through 2011, to improve aviation
safety and capacity, to provide stable
funding for the national aviation sys-
tem, and for other purposes.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. KENNEDY:

S. 2939. A bill to expand and improve
mental health care and reintegration
programs for members of the National
Guard and Reserve, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Armed
Services.

Mr. KENNEDY. Today, I introduce
the National Guard and Reserve Men-
tal Health Access Act, which provides
greater access to mental health serv-
ices for our members of the National
Guard and Reserve.

The wars in Iraq and Afghanistan are
taking an excruciatingly high toll on
veterans and their families and the Na-
tion obviously needs to give greater
priority to their mental health needs,
including the National Guard and the
Reserve.

As of April 29, 2008, 31,848 service-
members have been wounded in Iraq
and Afghanistan. Thirty percent of our
soldiers struggle with brain injuries,
mental illnesses, including post-trau-
matic stress disorder and depression, or
a combination of these physical and
mental wounds.

Earlier this month, the RAND Cor-
poration released a report documenting
the alarmingly high numbers of vet-
erans who struggle with mental health
problems and brain injuries. One in 5 of
these brave men and women report
mental health problems.

These mental health problems take
various forms, including post-trau-
matic stress disorder, depression, suici-
dal tendencies and substance abuse,
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and they can persist for months or
even years after their service. Some
will never be the same again.

It is our duty to give our National
Guard and Reserves the best possible
treatment, whatever their injury. Men-
tal conditions should be treated with
the same care and concern as physical
conditions.

This bill calls for the implementa-
tion of the Yellow Ribbon Reintegra-
tion Program, which provides coun-
seling, education and family services
to returning members of the Guard and
reservists. It establishes a Joint Psy-
chological Health Program in the Na-
tional Guard Bureau to oversee and co-
ordinate support for Guard members
with mental illness or brain injuries,
and it creates a pilot project for pro-
viding new applications of technology
in tele-mental health and anti-stigma
treatment.

The National Guard and Reserve
Mental Health Access Act is a three-
part approach to targeting these men-
tal health needs, which require special-
ized access to care and services.

Our National Guard and Reserves
make incredible sacrifices for our
country and we owe them the very best
access to care possible.

By Mr. BROWN:

S. 2940. A bill to promote green en-
ergy production, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, energy
independence is no longer an option for
our Nation. It is an imperative. The
clock is ticking. If we do not break the
ties, our children and grandchildren
will have to clean up our mess. It is not
too late.

Today I introduced legislation to
help U.S. companies and U.S. workers
chart a new course. This is an energy
bill. It is a jobs bill. It is an environ-
ment bill. It will help companies turn
green energy research into green en-
ergy products. It will help workers
build careers around green energy de-
velopment and production. It will help
our Nation break free of foreign oil and
grow our economy by growing green
energy. It is an important step that,
along with comprehensive climate
change legislation, will put our coun-
try on a path to energy independence.

While the first oil well in the United
States was in the Presiding Officer’s
State of Pennsylvania, just a year later
oil was being produced in Ohio. Before
long, derricks dotted the landscape in
every corner of our State. My bill be-
gins to address what Ohio and Pennsyl-
vania have known for years about en-
ergy.

The history of my State is also rich
in coal. Frontiersmen discovered large
deposits of coal in Tuscarawas County
in the mid-1700s, long before Ohio be-
came a State. Today, coal power is
more than 90 percent of Ohio’s elec-
tricity production.

0Oil and coal powered this Nation
through two World Wars. They helped
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