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Our Nation today is relying more 

than ever on National Guard and Re-
serve troops to fulfill our missions 
around the world and especially to 
carry on the work these men and 
women are doing in Iraq. Without these 
citizen soldiers placing their lives on 
the line to contribute to our national 
security, we could not carry out all our 
vital missions. National Guard and Re-
serve members know the sacrifices 
they need to make whether they enlist, 
but no Reserve members should be 
forced to choose—as they are now, if 
this policy is implemented without the 
bill passing—no Reserve member 
should be forced to choose selling his 
or her primary residence in order to 
fulfill a temporary mobilization order 
or deciding not to reenlist due to this 
unnecessary burden. In addition to 
being unfair in the first instance, it 
acts as a disincentive to those who 
might want to give even more service 
to their country. 

When citizen soldiers enlist, they 
sign agreements to train and deploy 
when they are called up. That is the 
commitment they make to us and to 
our national security. However, I do 
not believe, and no one in this Chamber 
believes, that this is a one-way street 
or a one-way deal. The Nation, at the 
end of this bargain, promises to ac-
knowledge their unique role as citizen 
soldiers and to aid in the transition be-
tween Active and Reserve Duty. 

I am proud to have introduced the 
Reserve Residence Protection Act of 
2008 because it will ensure that Amer-
ica is keeping its promise, keeping our 
promise to those who serve in our Na-
tional Guard and Reserve, and we are 
keeping our promise to their families 
as well. 

In conclusion tonight, I wish to talk 
about the war for a few moments, from 
the perspective of one victim, but I 
think this one victim tells a very dear 
and sad story. Today’s Washington 
Post had a picture on the front above 
the headline. The headline read: ‘‘U.S. 
Role Deepens in Sadr City.’’ The sub-
headline reads, ‘‘Fierce Battle Against 
Shiite Militiamen Echoes First Years 
Of War.’’ 

I would say this in the context of 
where we are today. Tomorrow is the 
fifth anniversary of President Bush de-
claring, ‘‘Mission Accomplished.’’ That 
is one thing we are thinking about 
today and tomorrow—all the time that 
has passed, all the trauma to our coun-
try and to the people of Iraq since 
then. But also we note, in yesterday’s 
press, in the month of April, as of April 
29, yesterday, 44 Americans died in 
Iraq, the highest number since Sep-
tember of 2007. 

So why do I say that in the context 
of this story? The story, which is an 
ominous sign for what is happening in 
Sadr City with regard to our troops— 
and we have seen the loss of life this 
week. But above that story is this hor-
rific picture. I know you may not be 
able to see it from a distance, but 
many have seen it today. I will read 
the caption before I show the picture. 

The caption reads: ‘‘Ali Hussein is 
pulled from the rubble of his home 
after a U.S. airstrike in Baghdad’s Sadr 
City. The 2-year-old died at a hos-
pital.’’ 

The picture depicts two men, one 
holding this 2-year-old child above his 
head. The 2-year-old, this child, would 
look like any child in America with the 
kind of sandals you can connect with 
Velcro. He has shorts on and a shirt. 

Unfortunately, I know you cannot 
see it from here, unfortunately for this 
child, who later died, apparently when 
this picture was taken he is still alive, 
he looks at that moment, in fact, dead. 
His eyes are closed, his mouth is open. 
You can see the soot or the dust from 
an explosion covering his body. So at 
that moment he had not died, but he 
died a short time after. And what does 
this mean? Well, it means a lot of 
things. It means this war grinds on, 
and that the lives of our soldiers, the 
effect on their families, and we see 
other victims—we do not see pictures 
like this very often of children dying in 
Iraq. 

This is not the fault of any one per-
son or any side of the aisle here. It is 
something we have got to be more cog-
nizant of, especially in the context of 
this raging debate we are having in 
America about our economy. And it is 
so important that we have a debate 
about our economy. It is so important 
that we focus on those who have lost 
their jobs, focus on those who have 
been devastated by the loss of their 
homes, focus on the increasingly dif-
ficult challenge that people have pay-
ing to fill their gas tank; all of the hor-
rific and traumatic economic cir-
cumstances we face. 

But as that debate is taking place, 
we are still at war. We still have sol-
diers coming home who, as Lincoln 
said, in his second inaugural when he 
spoke of ‘‘him who has borne the battle 
and his widow and his orphan.’’ 

So many soldiers are coming home 
either maimed or coming home dead 
for their final rest. And even victims in 
Iraq, young victims such as this young 
boy, 2 years old. He lost his life in an 
airstrike. So whether it is a 2-year-old 
in Sadr City who happened to be Iraqi 
or whether it is a 2-year-old boy or girl 
here in America who lost their mother 
or their father in Iraq serving our 
country, we have to remind ourselves 
that this anniversary challenges all of 
us to do all we can to bring this con-
flict to an end. 

No one has a corner on the market of 
truth. No one knows the only way to do 
this. But we have to continue to worry 
about it and think about this war and 
its victims, and we have to figure out a 
way to get our troops out of this civil 
war. 

As we do that, unfortunately, these 
pictures of the victims, whether they 
are nameless and faceless, or whether 
they are, in fact, identified, as this 
poor child was identified, must be re-
minders to all of us that we have a lot 
of unfinished business in the Senate 

and in Washington when it comes to 
the policy that has led to the loss of 
life we have seen here in America. 

In my home State of Pennsylvania, 
like the Presiding Officer’s, Ohio, we 
are up to 184 deaths and more than 
1,200 wounded, in many cases griev-
ously, permanently, irreparably 
wounded. 

So this picture reminds us that we 
have a lot of work to do when it comes 
to the policy as it relates to the war in 
Iraq. 

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
CASEY). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 
Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to a period of morning busi-
ness, with Senators permitted to speak 
for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

AAA SCHOOL SAFETY 
PATROLLERS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today 
in recognition of three young Ameri-
cans recently chosen by the American 
Automobile Association to receive the 
School Safety Patrol Lifesaving award. 

In 1920, the American Automobile As-
sociation, AAA, began the School Safe-
ty Patrol Program in order to ensure 
that children across the country could 
commute to school in a safe manner. 
Today over 500,000 young people par-
ticipate in this program, and every 
year since 1949, the AAA has recognized 
those patrollers who go above and be-
yond their duties. 

For nearly 50 years, the AAA has 
given its highest School Safety Patrol 
honor, the Lifesaving Award, to those 
patrollers who have risked their own 
lives to save the life of another. Today 
I have the great honor of recognizing 
three courageous patrollers who, while 
on duty, showed the kind of clear- 
thinking, quick-acting skills that save 
lives. 

Nicole Epstein participates in the 
School Safety Patrol Program at North 
Chevy Chase Elementary in Chevy 
Chase, MD, not far from where we 
stand today. In June of 2007, an 8-year- 
old boy watched the traffic light turn 
to green and began to cross a busy 
road, unaware that a car making a 
right-hand turn was heading directly 
toward him. Nicole, seeing the oncom-
ing car, stepped off the curb and 
grabbed the boy’s backpack to pull him 
to safety. The driver of the car must 
not have seen the boy, because the ve-
hicle completed the turn and drove on 
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with out slowing down or acknowl-
edging the children. Through her brav-
ery and quick thinking, Nicole saved 
this young boy from being hit by that 
car. 

Raul Valdez, a AAA school safety 
patroller at West Gate Elementary in 
Manassas, VA, showed great courage 
when he saved a young girl who ran out 
in front of an oncoming van on April 
13, 2007. Following an adult guard’s 
‘‘hold back’’ instruction, Raul put his 
arms up to prevent students from 
crossing the busy area of the school 
drive where buses and daycare vans 
collect children. When a young girl at-
tempted to run across the drive, Raul 
reached for her shoulder and swiftly 
pulled her out of the way of an ap-
proaching daycare van. Thanks to 
Raul’s attentiveness and his speedy re-
action time, that young girl was saved 
from harm. 

Clarissa Sourada is a safety patroller 
at Union Mill Elementary in Clifton, 
VA. On a morning in February 2007, 
Clarissa was holding two children at 
the edge of a residential driveway near 
her post, waiting for the clear to cross, 
when she noticed a vehicle backing to-
wards them. She alerted the children 
to the danger and called for them to 
move out of the way. When one child 
did not heed her warning, Clarissa 
pushed the child from the driveway to 
the sidewalk, safely out of the path of 
the car. That child’s life was saved 
thanks to Clarissa’s quick thinking 
and attentive supervision. 

As these three exceptional young 
people have demonstrated, the partici-
pants in the AAA School Safety Patrol 
Program serve an important role in en-
suring that our young people get to 
school safely. This program has helped 
save countless lives, and I thank the 
AAA and the program volunteers for 
making it all possible. I know I speak 
for every Member of the Senate in ex-
pressing our gratitude for their valu-
able work in our communities. 

f 

ONE YEAR AFTER VIRGINIA TECH 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, April 16 
marked 1 year since the deadliest 
shooting rampage in our Nation’s his-
tory, a tragedy that took the lives of 32 
Virginia Tech students and faculty 
members and wounded 17 more. April 16 
was a day that forever changed the 
lives of many and we struggle to make 
sense of this senseless tragedy. 

In almost 32 States, and on at least 32 
college campuses, survivors and family 
members of those killed or injured in 
that shooting recently joined students, 
parents, and concerned citizens to re-
member the lives lost on April 16, 2007. 
During remembrance events across the 
country, hundreds laid silently on the 
ground in groups of 32 to honor the 32 
innocent victims murdered at Virginia 
Tech. In my home State of Michigan, 
people gathered in Detroit and Kala-
mazoo to ring bells, read names, and 
recite prayers, all to remember the vic-
tims of this horrible tragedy. 

These commemorations also sought 
to remember the families and loved 
ones of the more than approximately 
100,000 people who are killed or injured 
by a firearm every year in America. 
Hundreds joined in expressing their 
frustrations at the glaring gaps in our 
Nation’s gun laws. In August 2007, a 
panel of experts, commissioned by Vir-
ginia Gov. Tim Kaine, issued a report 
based upon their independent review of 
the tragedy at Virginia Tech. Among 
other things, the report pointed to 
weak enforcement of and gaps in regu-
lations regarding the purchase of guns, 
as well as holes in State and Federal 
laws. It also emphasized the critical 
need for improved background checks 
and the danger firearms can present on 
college campuses. 

Despite these calls from experts and 
outcries from the American people, the 
Congress has yet to act to make it 
harder for dangerous people to obtain 
dangerous weapons. By strengthening 
our background check system, closing 
the gun show loophole, and renewing 
the assault weapons ban we could help 
put an end to the type of tragedies 
such as the one that occurred at Vir-
ginia Tech. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE SERVICE OF 
FORMER SENATOR WALTER 
‘‘FRITZ’’ MONDALE 

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent to have printed 
in the RECORD a statement made by 
Senator LEAHY at the University of 
Minnesota on April 7, 2008. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

Mr. LEAHY. Thank you Senator 
Klobuchar. And what a joy it still is to say 
those two words together. Minnesota’s new 
senator already is bringing even more dis-
tinction to the seat that Hubert Humphrey 
held. She is another star who was mentored 
by Fritz Mondale, and she is upholding that 
grand DFL tradition. 

When I was asked if I could be here with 
you, I was more than glad to clear my cal-
endar to do it. It is a special honor and a 
great pleasure to be here with you in rec-
ognition of the service, the historical signifi-
cance, and the 80th anniversary year of a 
friend, a former colleague, and an American 
statesman. 

In this room we know him as ‘‘Fritz.’’ Oth-
ers call him Walter. When he was a halfback 
in high school, they called him ‘‘Crazylegs 
Mondale’’ for some reason. He has also gone 
by Mr. Attorney General, Senator, Mr. Vice 
President, Mr. Ambassador, and Dad. I think 
I like Crazylegs best. I can’t wait to ask him 
about how that happened. 

The history of the era of his public service 
has not yet taken full form for the ages, but 
even now Fritz Mondale looms large as a 
model and as a catalyst, in his roles in the 
Senate and as Vice President. 

I have been asked to focus particularly on 
his time in the Senate. 

Walter Mondale is sometimes described as 
the paradigm figure of the transition be-
tween two eras—the FDR Coalition up to the 
War in Vietnam, and the social ferment that 
came after the war. And perhaps this is so. 
But to me, who Fritz Mondale is, and what 
he stands for, are just as important as when 

he stood there. Deep echoes resonate 
throughout his service of the first principles 
of our Republic. The issues he led on then 
are as fresh as today’s news, and as enduring 
as our founding documents. 

Issues like the concentration and abuse of 
power. Or social and economic justice and 
the consolidation of wealth in the pockets 
and portfolios of just a few. Or the role of 
government in protecting the little guy 
when powerful market forces run roughshod. 
Or the tension between freedom and secu-
rity. Or the challenge of achieving energy se-
curity. Or the very roles of both the Senate 
and the Office of the Vice President in the 
American system. Even the question of 
whether a woman ever could credibly assume 
the highest office in the land. Trace any of 
these issues back in time, and you will find 
Fritz Mondale at earlier decision points. For 
example, just imagine how loose from our 
moorings we might be right now without the 
guideposts of the FISA law, which resulted 
from the investigation that he, Frank 
Church and others launched into earlier 
abuses of the power of government to snoop 
into Americans’ lives. 

Here is something to which we all can at-
test. Fritz Mondale is a good man whose de-
cency elevated every institution in which he 
served. Who he is has everything to do with 
what he achieved. 

Clarence once said that his brother’s poli-
tics were, as he put it, ‘‘an extension of our 
father’s preaching,’’ and I can see that. Their 
father, the farmer-turned-minister, felt and 
saw the ravages of the Great Depression on 
the farms and the communities of the heart-
land. And when Fritz entered politics, he did 
it for the right reasons, to make life better 
for the people. 

In the Senate we mostly chalked Fritz’s 
personality up to clean air, clean living and 
Norwegian genes. He was and is well liked on 
both sides of the aisle. Fritz’s dad taught 
him that your integrity is everything, and 
the lesson stuck. He kept his word and ev-
eryone trusted him. He was always well pre-
pared. And he surrounded himself with good 
and competent people. He had one of the best 
staffs on the Hill, and it’s a treat to see some 
of those staffers sprinkled around the room 
today. 

I’ve known Fritz a long while, but you still 
pick up some new perspectives in preparing 
for an occasion like this. I knew he was avid 
about hunting and fishing in the North 
Woods, but I hadn’t known his reputation for 
being such a good ‘‘bull cook.’’ 

I looked it up. A bull cook is the fellow 
stuck with doing the chores around camp, 
cutting fuel, cleaning up and cooking. But 
when he rings the bell in the morning, every-
one has to get up. I think that after being in 
a place like the Senate where no one is able 
to give orders that stick, Fritz likes that 
sense of real power when he rings that bell. 

One side of Fritz that the public did not 
see as readily as we did in the Senate was his 
sense of humor—one of the best I have ever 
known. In many a tense moment, his sense 
of humor often defused the tension and re-
stored the spirit of comity that is so crucial 
in getting things done in the Senate. 

I wish the American people had seen more 
of that side of Fritz Mondale. Mike Berman 
told Fritz’s biographer Finlay Lewis that the 
staff was always urging Fritz to loosen up in 
public. Mike said, ‘‘I can’t count the number 
of lit cigars I have stuffed in my pocket over 
the years.’’ 

He loved the Senate, and the Senate loved 
him back. He once said that he ‘‘found his 
sweet spot’’ in the Senate. He was a quick 
learner and craved learning new things. He 
said the Senate ‘‘was like mainlining human 
nature.’’ And it’s true. You pick up any day’s 
Congressional Record, and it’s like Amer-
ica’s newspaper. Whatever is happening in 
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