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S. 2766
At the request of Mr. NELSON of Flor-
ida, the name of the Senator from Min-
nesota (Mr. COLEMAN) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 2766, a bill to amend the
Federal Water Pollution Control Act to
address certain discharges incidental
to the normal operation of a rec-
reational vessel.
S. 2785
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
name of the Senator from Washington
(Mrs. MURRAY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2785, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Security Act to preserve
access to physicians’ services under the
Medicare program.
S. 2819
At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER,
the name of the Senator from Mary-
land (Mr. CARDIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2819, a bill to preserve ac-
cess to Medicaid and the State Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program dur-
ing an economic downturn, and for
other purposes.
S. 2836
At the request of Mr. CHAMBLISS, the
name of the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. INHOFE) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2836, a bill to amend title 10,
United States Code, to include service
after September 11, 2001, as service
qualifying for the determination of a
reduced eligibility age for receipt of
non-regular service retired pay.
S. 2840
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2840, a bill to establish a
liaison with the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation in United States Citizen-
ship and Immigration Services to expe-
dite naturalization applications filed
by members of the Armed Forces and
to establish a deadline for processing
such applications.
S. 2867
At the request of Mr. BINGAMAN, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr.
KyL) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2867, a bill to authorize additional re-
sources to identify and eliminate illicit
sources of firearms smuggled into Mex-
ico for use by violent drug trafficking
organizations, and for other purposes.
S. RES. 510
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Res. 510, a resolution sup-
porting the goals and ideals of National
Cystic Fibrosis Awareness Month.
S. RES. 518
At the request of Mr. DoODD, the name
of the Senator from Massachusetts
(Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Res. 518, a resolution desig-
nating the third week of April 2008 as
“National Shaken Baby Syndrome
Awareness Week’’.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. DODD (for himself, Mr.
KENNEDY, Mr. BROWN, Mrs.
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MURRAY, Mr. and
Mrs. CLINTON):

S. 2895. A bill to amend the Higher
Education Act of 1965 to maintain eli-
gibility, for Federal PLUS loans, of
borrowers who are 90 or more days de-
linquent on mortgage loan payments,
or for whom foreclosure proceedings
have been initiated, with respect to
their primary residence; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions.

SANDERS,

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I rise
today with Senator KENNEDY, Senator
BROWN, Senator MURRAY, Senator

SANDERS, and Senator CLINTON to in-
troduce the PLUS Loan Borrower Pro-
tection Act of 2008. This bill is designed
to ensure that students and parents
can get access to PLUS Loans even if
they have been caught up in the
subprime mortgage crisis.

In recent months there have been in-
dications that students may face a
challenge getting access to some Fed-
eral Stafford loans and private edu-
cation loans because of the growing
credit crisis in the financial markets.
While T am unaware of an instance to
date when a student has been unable to
secure a loan, the withdrawal of cer-
tain lenders, the ongoing turmoil in
U.S. credit markets and the absence of
liquidity in the student loan market
have fueled concerns that a potential
student loan credit crunch may be
looming. One which could leave mil-
lions of students in a last-minute dash
to secure the financial assistance they
need to attend college this academic
year.

Last week I held a hearing in the
Senate Banking Committee to examine
this issue and consider how to address
this situation. Based on what I heard in
that hearing I have contacted Treasury
Secretary Paulson and Federal Reserve
Board Chairman Bernanke to urge each
of them to utilize all existing tools, in-
cluding options allowing federally-
backed and AAA-rated private student
loans to be used as collateral at the
Fed’s temporary secured lending facil-
ity, TSLF, and using the Federal Fi-
nancing Bank under Treasury to help
prime the pump of liquidity, in order to
help avert a funding crisis in the stu-
dent loan market. I have also cospon-
sored the Strengthening Student Aid
for All Act to bring stability and cer-
tainty to several Federal financial aid
programs. Sen. KENNEDY took the lead
in introducing that legislation and I
am proud to support him.

But during the hearing another ele-
ment of this issue came to my atten-
tion—Federal PLUS loans. PLUS loans
are supposed to be available to individ-
uals who do not meet the financial
needs tests of other Federal financial
aid programs. But current law and reg-
ulation prevent individuals who have
been more than 90 days delinquent on a
mortgage payment or who have gone
through a foreclosure within the pre-
vious 5 years from getting a PLUS
loan. Normally that is a good standard
to have—it helps ensure that individ-
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uals do not get themselves so much
into debt that they cannot get out. But
with our recent history in the
subprime mortgage market and the en-
suing credit crisis, this requirement
can have a much broader and more
damaging result—denying college edu-
cation to the next generation. Individ-
uals who may need PLUS loans more
than ever this fall because other
sources of aid and lending may be un-
available, might be denied this aid be-
cause of the mismanagement of our
housing market. This is unacceptable.

Ensuring that students have avail-
able and affordable access to a college
education should be among our highest
priorities. Our world is growing more
complex by the day. Never has higher
education been more crucial to the suc-
cess of our people and our country.
Today, 60 percent of the new jobs being
created by our economy require at
least some post-secondary education.
Compare that to a half-century ago,
when only 15 per cent of new jobs re-
quired some amount of college. If our
children are to achieve their highest
aspirations, and if our Nation’s eco-
nomic backbone is to continue to re-
main strong, then we must ensure that
the doors of higher education remain
open for all who have the desire and
ability to walk through them.

That is why we are introducing the
PLUS Loan Borrower Protection Act of
2008 today. It would eliminate delin-
quency and foreclosures during this tu-
multuous time from being a disquali-
fying factor in awarding PLUS loans.
Lenders would still be able to make
judgments about the credit of a PLUS
loan borrower on the basis of other
parts of their credit history. But if the
only mark against a borrower is being
caught up in the current mortgage cri-
sis, the lender could not disqualify
them. Given the current upheaval in
our economy, this is a simple and nec-
essary step to make sure our children
can still get a needed education.

As the Congress moves to address ac-
cess to student loans and the current
credit crisis, I will work to include this
bill in our response. I want to thank
Senators KENNEDY, BROWN, MURRAY,
SANDERS, and CLINTON for joining with
me on this bill and I urge my other col-
leagues to cosponsor this important
legislation and join me in this effort.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the bill be printed
in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 2895

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “PLUS Loan

Borrower Protection Act of 2008’.

SEC. 2. SPECIAL RULES FOR FEDERAL PLUS
LOANS.

Section 428B(a)(3) of the Higher Education
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1078-2(a)(3)) is amend-
ed—

(1) by striking ‘“Whenever’”’ and inserting
the following:
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‘““(A) PARENT BORROWERS.—Whenever’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

*(B) EXTENUATING CIRCUMSTANCES.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of deter-
mining if a borrower has an adverse credit
history under paragraph (1)(A) on the basis
of a delinquency or foreclosure related to a
mortgage loan, an extenuating circumstance
exists if, during the period beginning Janu-
ary 1, 2007 and ending December 31, 2012, the
borrower is 90 or more days delinquent on
mortgage loan payments, or foreclosure pro-
ceedings have been initiated, with respect to
the primary residence of the borrower.

‘(ii) DEFINITION.—The term ‘mortgage
loan’ means an extension of credit that is se-
cured by the primary residence of the bor-
rower.”.

——————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 523—EX-
PRESSING THE STRONG SUP-
PORT OF THE SENATE FOR THE
DECLARATION OF THE NORTH
ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZA-
TION AT THE BUCHAREST SUM-
MIT THAT UKRAINE AND GEOR-
GIA WILL BECOME MEMBERS OF
THE ALLIANCE

Mr. BIDEN (for himself, Mr. LUGAR,
Mrs. CLINTON, Mr. OBAMA, and Mr.
McCAIN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 523

Whereas, prior to the Bucharest Summit in
April 2008, the Government of Georgia and
the Government of Ukraine each expressed
the desire to join the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO), have committed their
countries to programs of reforms consistent
with membership in the Euro-Atlantic com-
munity, and have worked consistently for
membership in NATO; and

Whereas, in April 2008 at the Bucharest
Summit, the assembled leaders of NATO
issued the following statement: “NATO wel-
comes Ukraine’s and Georgia’s Euro-Atlantic
aspirations for membership in NATO. We
agreed today that these countries will be-
come members of NATO. Both nations have
made valuable contributions to Alliance op-
erations. We welcome the democratic re-
forms in Ukraine and Georgia and look for-
ward to free and fair parliamentary elections
in Georgia in May. MAP is the next step for
Ukraine and Georgia on their direct way to
membership. Today we make clear that we
support these countries’ applications for
MAP. Therefore we will now begin a period
of intensive engagement with both at a high
political level to address the questions still
outstanding pertaining to their MAP appli-
cations. We have asked Foreign Ministers to
make a first assessment of progress at their
December 2008 meeting. Foreign Ministers
have the authority to decide on the MAP ap-
plications of Ukraine and Georgia.”’”: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the declaration of the Bucha-
rest Summit, which stated that Ukraine and
Georgia will become members of NATO;

(2) reiterates its support for the commit-
ment to further enlargement of NATO to in-
clude democratic governments that are able
and willing to meet the responsibilities of
membership; and

(3) urges the foreign ministers of NATO
member states at their meeting in December
2008 to consider favorably the applications of
the governments of Ukraine and Georgia for
Membership Action Plans.
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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION TT—SUPPORTING THE
GOALS AND IDEALS OF NA-
TIONAL SEXUAL ASSAULT

AWARENESS AND PREVENTION
MONTH 2008

Mr. CASEY (for himself and Mr.
SPECTER) submitted the following con-
current resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on the Judiciary:

S. CoN. RES. T7

Whereas, on average, a person is sexually
assaulted in the United States every 2% min-
utes;

Whereas the Department of Justice reports
that 191,670 people in the United States were
sexually assaulted in 2005;

Whereas 1 in 6 women and 1 in 33 men have
been victims of rape or attempted rape;

Whereas the Department of Defense re-
ceived 2,688 reports of sexual assault involv-
ing members of the Armed Forces in fiscal
year 2007;

Whereas children and young adults are
most at risk of sexual assault, as 44 percent
of sexual assault victims are under the age of
18, and 80 percent are under the age of 30;

Whereas sexual assault affects women,
men, and children of all racial, social, reli-
gious, age, ethnic, and economic groups in
the United States;

Whereas only 41 percent of sexual assault
victims pursue prosecution by reporting
their attacks to law enforcement agencies;

Whereas 25 of sexual crimes are committed
by persons who are not strangers to the vic-
tims;

Whereas sexual assault survivors suffer
emotional scars long after the physical scars
have healed;

Whereas prevention education programs
carried out by rape crisis and women’s
health centers have the potential to reduce
the prevalence of sexual assault in their
communities;

Whereas, because of recent advances in
DNA technology, law enforcement agencies
now have the potential to identify the rap-
ists in tens of thousands of unsolved rape
cases;

Whereas aggressive prosecution can incar-
cerate rapists and therefore prevent them
from committing further crimes;

Whereas free, confidential help is available
to all survivors of sexual assault through the
National Sexual Assault Hotline, more than
1,000 rape crisis centers across the United
States, and other organizations that provide
services to assist survivors of sexual assault;
and

Whereas April is recognized as ‘‘National
Sexual Assault Awareness and Prevention
Month’’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That—

(1) it is the sense of Congress that—

(A) National Sexual Assault Awareness and
Prevention Month provides a special oppor-
tunity to educate the people of the United
States about sexual violence and to encour-
age the prevention of sexual assault, the im-
proved treatment of its survivors, and the
prosecution of its perpetrators;

(B) it is appropriate to properly acknowl-
edge the more than 20,000,000 men and
women who have survived sexual assault in
the United States and salute the efforts of
survivors, volunteers, and professionals who
combat sexual assault;

(C) national and community organizations
and private sector supporters should be rec-
ognized and applauded for their work in pro-
moting awareness about sexual assault, pro-
viding information and treatment to its sur-
vivors, and increasing the number of success-
ful prosecutions of its perpetrators;
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(D) public safety, law enforcement, and
health professionals should be recognized
and applauded for their hard work and inno-
vative strategies to increase the percentage
of sexual assault cases that result in the
prosecution and incarceration of the offend-
ers;

(2) Congress strongly recommends that na-
tional and community organizations, busi-
nesses in the private sector, colleges and uni-
versities, and the media promote, through
National Sexual Assault Awareness and Pre-
vention Month, awareness of sexual violence
and strategies to decrease the incidence of
sexual assault; and

(3) Congress supports the goals and ideals
of National Sexual Assault Awareness and
Prevention Month 2008.

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I rise
today to speak about a resolution Sen-
ator SPECTER and I have introduced
supporting the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Sexual Assault Awareness and
Prevention Month, which occurs this
month of April.

In the U.S. a person is sexually as-
saulted on average every two and a half
minutes. One in six women and one in
33 men have been victims of rape or at-
tempted rape. According to the Depart-
ment of Justice, 191,670 people in the
United States were sexually assaulted
in 2005. These are disturbing statistics.

National Sexual Awareness and Pre-
vention Month serves many valuable
purposes. It provides a special oppor-
tunity to educate people about sexual
violence and increase public awareness
about the impact of this crime that
changes many lives forever and some-
times irrevocably.

It pays tribute to the many survivors
of sexual violence and honors their
compassionate efforts to help others in
the face of their own anguish. Many
courageous individuals, themselves
survivors of sexual assault, rise above
their own suffering to help assuage the
pain of others and assist in the preven-
tion of sexual assault.

This resolution also recognizes and
applauds the work of community orga-
nizations and other supporters who
help survivors and promote prevention
and awareness. These are important
and vital services in the lives not only
of those who have been assaulted but
all of us. Increasing public awareness
helps in the fight to prevent sexual as-
sault and reduce the number of people
who are sexually assaulted, saving
those individuals from the nightmare
others know all too well.

Sexual violence is a crime we must
all work to eradicate. While women
comprise the majority of victims, this
crime is perpetrated against women,
children, and men. It is my goal that
this resolution helps us to understand
our role in assisting these individuals
and preventing this crime from hap-
pening in the future.

I ask all my colleagues to support
this important resolution and encour-
age communities across our country to
pay tribute to all those whose lives
have been touched by sexual assault
and those who have dedicated their
lives to work to end it.
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