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Jan’s 18-year career with SOLV has 
seen many changes to the organization. 
Founded in 1969 by Oregon Governor 
Tom McCall, SOLV has focused on 
bringing together government agen-
cies, businesses and Oregon citizens to 
work together on programs and 
projects that were meant to enhance 
the livability of our State. When Jack 
and Jan assumed leadership of SOLV in 
1990, they worked out of their home 
and operated a very small organization 
of volunteers. Today, SOLV is the larg-
est volunteer non-profit agency in the 
Northwest and has provided inspiration 
to similar organizations around the 
country and the world. 

Oregonians pride themselves in doing 
their part to protect and conserve the 
State’s treasures and natural re-
sources. The first beach cleanup in the 
United States was held in Oregon in 
1984. Since then, annual beach cleanups 
now occur all along the west and east 
coasts of our country and in over 100 
countries around the world. Just last 
month, SOLV organized Oregon’s 24th 
annual spring beach cleanup. All 362 
miles of Oregon’s coastline were can-
vassed by almost 4,000 volunteers who 
accumulated over 110,000 pounds of 
trash. 

As a young Boy Scout, I was taught 
that one’s duty was to respect and pro-
tect the world around you. I believe 
that we have a responsibility to en-
courage efforts in conserving our nat-
ural resources by responsibly using 
them, not abusing them. Jack and Jan 
McGowan have made major contribu-
tions to a proud Oregon pioneering 
spirit of innovation and conservation. 
What they have given back to their 
community is invaluable, for they have 
taught us that everyone doing their 
small part can achieve huge successes. 
I wish Jack and Jan well as they pur-
sue future endeavors in their retire-
ment.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING BLACK HILLS STATE 
UNIVERSITY 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Black Hills State University 
as they celebrate their 125th anniver-
sary. 

Throughout the past 125 years, Black 
Hills State University, BHSU, has 
served the State of South Dakota by 
providing a quality educational experi-
ence. BHSU’s commitment to edu-
cation began in 1883 when the school 
was founded as the Dakota Territorial 
Normal School. With only 40 students 
and a 2-year budget of $2,000, BHSU 
began its journey in becoming a pre-
mier educational institution in South 
Dakota. 

The school underwent a name change 
in 1941 and became the Black Hills 
Teacher’s College. In the early 1940s, 
the rise of World War II resulted in a 
nationwide decline in university en-
rollment. In response, BHSU chipped in 
and hosted the training operations for 
Air Corp Cadets for the Manpower 
Commission to assist the war effort. 

After the war, the school rebounded 
and enrollment increased rapidly with 
the help of the G.I. Bill of Rights and 
BHSU’s addition of graduate courses to 
its university catalogue. 

Black Hills State University received 
its present name in 1964, and since, has 
continued to thrive in the South Da-
kota educational community. Now 
with three different colleges, an excel-
lent academic environment, and many 
athletic opportunities, I am confident 
that BHSU will continue to serve the 
Spearfish community and the State of 
South Dakota for the next 125 years. 

It gives me great pleasure to rise 
with the students, faculty, and alumni 
of Black Hills State University on this 
milestone anniversary and wish them 
continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 

f 

HONORING THE LOUISIANA 
HONORAIR 

∑ Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, today I 
wish to acknowledge and honor a very 
special group, the Louisiana HonorAir. 
Louisiana HonorAir is a not-for-profit 
group that flies as many as 200 World 
War II veterans a year up to Wash-
ington, DC, free of charge. On April 7, 
2008, a group of 95 veterans will reach 
Washington as part of this very special 
program. 

I want to take a moment to thank all 
the brave veterans visiting our Capitol 
city this trip: 

Durelle L. Allen, Sr.; Elmer R. Allison; 
Daniel Angelle, Jr.; Aline M. Arceneaux; 
Louis Armes; Charles Barber; Billy J. Bar-
rett, Sr.; Charles Barber; Harry P. Becnel; 
Nicholas D. Bernard; James H. Booksh, Jr.; 
James L. Boulet; Valentin D. Breaux, Jr.; 
Warren J. Breaux, Sr.; John W. Broussard; 
Don L. Broussard; Emery Broussard; Tony 
Collette; Elmer Corkern; Jack H. Crouchet; 
Frank J. Culotta, Sr. 

Frank Deerman; Joseph I. DeVille; James 
G. DeVille; Julian A. Didier; Irving A. 
Domingue; Carl Dougherty; Charles H. 
Driggers; Russell J. Duet; Stanley T. Duhon; 
Donald K. Dutt; Robert M. Fleming; Ernest 
E. Fontaine; Lucius J. Forsyth, Jr.; Thomas 
R. Fournet; Paul U. Gary; Buren J. 
Gautreau; Hewitt B. Gomez; Gerald M. 
Gossen; Milton L. Guilbeau. 

Donald C. Harmon; Didier J. Hebert, Jr.; 
Joseph W. Hebert; Adlar Hebert; James M. 
Jennings, Jr.; Joseph Kenner; Ruth M. Kil-
gore; Robert S. King, Jr.; William A. Koch, 
Jr.; John E. Landry; Wilfred R. LeBlanc; 
Walter A. Leonard; Grady A. Lewis; Robert 
H. Little; Thomas W. Logan; Jack P. Martin; 
Frank M. Mathews; Remie McGee, Jr.; Ray 
J. Melancon; John M. Menard; A.G. Moulder. 

William G. Neef; Richard D. Nunez; Peter 
C. Piccione, Sr.; Charles D. Pierce; Ulysses J. 
Prevost; Wilfred Racca; Antoine W. Richard; 
Javis J. Robert; Forrest Sadler; Leroy 
Salsman, Jr.; Shirley L. Savoy; Lannie Scar-
borough; William P. Scott; Emmet G. Sell-
ers; William R. Shelton; Robert D. Snyder; 
Hubert Sonnier; Albin H. Steiner; C. W. Sun-
day; Robert Sutter; Edward Swearingen. 

Vernon O. Tekell; Joseph Thibodeaux; An-
drew Thibodeaux; Wilbur P. Thousand; 
Emery F. Toups; Prudhome J. Trahan; 
Frances C. Trahan; Walton Trahan; William 
O. Walker; Camile E. Weber, Sr.; Charles 
Webre, Jr.; Richard M. Whaley; Walter C. 
White; Frank S. Williams. 

While visiting Washington, DC, these 
veterans will tour Arlington National 
Cemetery, the Iwo Jima Memorial, the 
Vietnam Memorial, the Korean Memo-
rial, and the World War II Memorial. 
This program provides many veterans 
with their only opportunity to see the 
great memorials dedicated to their 
service.∑ 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message from the President of the 
United States was communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGE REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate a mes-
sage from the President of the United 
States submitting a treaty which was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

(The nomination received today is 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

LEGISLATION AND SUPPORTING 
DOCUMENTS TO IMPLEMENT THE 
UNITED STATES-COLOMBIA 
TRADE PROMOTION AGREE-
MENT—PM 43 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Finance: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
I am pleased to transmit legislation 

and supporting documents to imple-
ment the United States-Colombia 
Trade Promotion Agreement (the 
‘‘Agreement’’). The Agreement rep-
resents an historic development in our 
relations with Colombia, which has 
shown its commitment to advancing 
democracy, protecting human rights, 
and promoting economic opportunity. 
Colombia’s importance as a steadfast 
strategic partner of the United States 
was recognized by President Clinton’s 
support for an appropriation in 2000 to 
provide funding for Plan Colombia, and 
my Administration has continued to 
stand with Colombia as it confronts vi-
olence, terror, and drug traffickers. 

This Agreement will increase oppor-
tunity for the people of Colombia 
through sustained economic growth 
and is therefore vital to ensuring that 
Colombia continues on its trajectory of 
positive change. Under the leadership 
of President Alvaro Uribe, Colombia 
has made a remarkable turnaround 
since 1999 when it was on the verge of 
being a failed state. This progress is in 
part explained by Colombia’s success in 
demobilizing tens of thousands of para-
military fighters. The Colombian gov-
ernment reports that since 2002, 
kidnappings, terrorist attacks, and 
murders are all down substantially, as 
is violence against union members. 
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The Government of Colombia, with 

the assistance of the United States, is 
continuing its efforts to further reduce 
the level of violence in Colombia and 
to ensure that those responsible for vi-
olence are quickly brought to justice. 
To speed prosecutions of those respon-
sible for violent crimes, the Prosecutor 
General’s Office plans to hire this year 
72 new prosecutors and more than 110 
investigators into the Human Rights 
Unit. These additions are part of the 
increase of more than 2,100 staff that 
will be added to the Prosecutor Gen-
eral’s Office in 2008 and 2009. To sup-
port these additional personnel and 
their activities, Colombia has steadily 
increased the budget for the Prosecutor 
General’s Office, including by more 
than $40 million this year, bringing the 
total outlay for that office to nearly 
$600 million. 

In negotiating this Agreement, my 
Administration was guided by the ob-
jectives set out by the Congress in the 
Trade Act of 2002. My Administration 
has complied fully with the letter and 
spirit of Trade Promotion Authority— 
from preparation for the negotiations, 
to consultations with the Congress 
throughout the talks, to the content of 
the Agreement itself. In addition, my 
Administration has conducted several 
hundred further consultations, led con-
gressional trips to Colombia, and last 
year renegotiated key labor, environ-
mental, investment, and intellectual 
property rights provisions in the 
Agreement at the behest of the Con-
gress. By providing for the effective en-
forcement of labor and environmental 
laws, combined with strong remedies 
for noncompliance, the Agreement will 
contribute to improved worker rights 
and higher levels of environmental pro-
tection in Colombia. The result is an 
Agreement that all of us can be proud 
of and that will create significant new 
opportunities for American workers, 
farmers, ranchers, businesses, and con-
sumers by opening the Colombian mar-
ket and eliminating barriers to U.S. 
goods, services, and investment. 

Under the Agreement, tariffs on over 
80 percent of U.S. industrial and con-
sumer goods exported to Colombia will 
be eliminated immediately, with tariffs 
on the remaining goods eliminated 
within 10 years. The Agreement will 
allow 52 percent of U.S. agricultural 
exports, by value, to enter Colombia 
duty-free immediately, with the re-
maining agricultural tariffs phased out 
over time. This will help to level the 
playing field, as 91 percent of U.S. im-
ports from Colombia already enjoy 
duty-free access to our market under 
U.S. trade preference programs. 

My Administration looks forward to 
continuing to work with the Congress 
on a bipartisan path forward to secure 
approval of this legislation that builds 
on the positive spirit of the May 10, 
2007, agreement on trade between the 
Administration and the House and Sen-
ate leadership, and the strong bipar-
tisan support demonstrated by both 
Houses of Congress in overwhelmingly 

approving the United States-Peru 
Trade Promotion Agreement last year. 
The United States-Colombia Trade 
Promotion Agreement represents an 
historic step forward in U.S. relations 
with a key friend and ally in Latin 
America. Congressional approval of 
legislation to implement the Agree-
ment is in our national interest, and I 
urge the Congress to act favorably on 
this legislation as quickly as possible. 

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, April 7, 2008. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–5681. A communication from the Con-
gressional Review Coordinator, Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Service, Department 
of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Karnal 
Bunt; Removal of Regulated Areas in Texas’’ 
(Docket No. APHIS–2007–0157) received on 
April 7, 2008; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–5682. A communication from the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Acquisition, Tech-
nology and Logistics), transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the Selected Acquisition Reports 
for the quarter ending December 31, 2007; to 
the Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–5683. A communication from the Chair-
man, Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
a report relative to the Buy American Act; 
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

EC–5684. A communication from the Chief 
of Regulations and Administrative Law, U.S. 
Coast Guard, Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Drawbridge Oper-
ations Regulations (including 6 regulations 
beginning with USCG–2007–0070)’’ (RIN1625– 
AA09) received on April 7, 2008; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–5685. A communication from the Chief 
of Regulations and Administrative Law, U.S. 
Coast Guard, Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Drawbridge Oper-
ations Regulations (including 4 regulations 
beginning with USCG–2008–0151)’’ (RIN1625– 
AA09) received on April 7, 2008; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–5686. A communication from the Chief 
of Regulations and Administrative Law, U.S. 
Coast Guard, Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Security Zone; Wa-
ters Surrounding U.S. Forces Vessel SBX–1, 
HI’’ (RIN1625–AA87) received on April 7, 2008; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC–5687. A communication from the Chief 
of Regulations and Administrative Law, U.S. 
Coast Guard, Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Security Zone; 
Manbirtee Key, Port of Manatee, FL’’ 
(RIN1625–AA87) received on April 7, 2008; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–5688. A communication from the Chief 
of Regulations and Administrative Law, U.S. 
Coast Guard, Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Drawbridge Oper-

ations Regulations: Atlantic Intracoastal 
Waterway (AIWW), Sunset Beach, NC’’ 
(RIN1625–AA09) received on April 7, 2008; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–5689. A communication from the Chief 
of Regulations and Administrative Law, U.S. 
Coast Guard, Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Drawbridge Oper-
ations Regulations (including 5 regulations 
beginning with USCG–2008–0046)’’ (RIN1625– 
AA09) received on April 7, 2008; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–5690. A communication from the Chief 
of Regulations and Administrative Law, U.S. 
Coast Guard, Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Security Zone Regu-
lations (including 4 regulations beginning 
with USCG–2008–0080)’’ (RIN1625–AA00) re-
ceived on April 7, 2008; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5691. A communication from the Chief 
of Regulations and Administrative Law, U.S. 
Coast Guard, Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Security Zone; Cape 
Fear River, Wilmington, North Carolina’’ 
(RIN1625–AA87) received on April 7, 2008; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–5692. A communication from the Attor-
ney Advisor, U.S. Coast Guard, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘2008 
Rates for Pilotage on the Great Lakes’’ 
(RIN1625–AB23) received on April 7, 2008; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–5693. A communication from the Chief 
of Regulations and Administrative Law, U.S. 
Coast Guard, Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Anchorage Regula-
tions Yarmouth, Maine, Casco Bay’’ 
(RIN1625–AA01) received on April 7, 2008; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–5694. A communication from the Attor-
ney Advisor, U.S. Coast Guard, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Sec-
tor Anchorage Western Alaska Marine In-
spection and Captain of the Port Zones; 
Technical Amendment’’ (RIN1625–ZA15) re-
ceived on April 7, 2008; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–5695. A communication from the Chief 
of Regulations and Administrative Law, U.S. 
Coast Guard, Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Regulated Naviga-
tion Area Regulations (including 2 regula-
tions beginning with USCG–2008–0045)’’ 
(RIN1625–AA11) received on April 7, 2008; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–5696. A communication from the Attor-
ney, U.S. Coast Guard, Department of Home-
land Security, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Landowner 
Defenses to Liability Under the Oil Pollution 
Act of 1990: Standards and Practices for Con-
ducting All Appropriate Inquiries’’ (RIN1625– 
AB09) received on April 7, 2008; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–5697. A communication from the Chief 
of Regulations and Administrative Law, U.S. 
Coast Guard, Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Special Local Regu-
lations (including 2 regulations beginning 
with USCG–2007–0076)’’ (RIN1625–AA08) re-
ceived on April 7, 2008; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 
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