April 2, 2008

RECOGNIZING JOHNNY’S
SELECTED SEEDS

e Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, today I
recognize an extraordinary business
from my home State of Maine, John-
ny’s Selected Seeds. A mail-order seed
producer and seller from Kennebec
County, Johnny’s Selected Seeds re-
cently garnered the U.S. Small Busi-
ness Administration’s Entrepreneurial
Success Award. But what is most grati-
fying about the recognition for John-
ny’s is that the company won the
award on the district, regional, and na-
tional levels.

Chairman Rob Johnston, Jr. founded
Johnny’s Selected Seeds in 1973 at the
age of 22. With only $500 in his savings
account, but with a deep appreciation
for and knowledge of agriculture, Mr.
Johnston began his venture in the attic
of a farmhouse before finally settling
in Albion, ME, in 1975. As Johnny’s
grew, so did demand for its product,
largely due to the firm’s easy-to-use
and straightforward catalog with de-
tailed descriptions of available seeds
and handy growing information, as
well as the company’s production of
various vintage heirloom seeds. John-
ny’s moved its headquarters to Wins-
low, ME in 2002 and later opened a
catalog store in the same town. The
employee-owned company continues to
maintain its property in Albion as a
working farm and research facility
while offering seed enthusiasts and cu-
rious visitors self-guided farm tours
throughout the summer months.

Johnny’s employees take seriously
their pledge to provide their customers
with tools, seeds, plants, and supplies
of the utmost quality. The company’s
minimum germination standards are
well above those required by law, and
Johnny’s goes to great lengths to en-
sure that commercial varieties are free
of certain viruses and diseases. John-
ny’s also offers various organic seeds,
and since 1999, has adhered to the prin-
ciples of the Safe Seed Pledge, sig-
naling that the company does not ‘. . .
knowingly buy or sell genetically engi-
neered seeds or plants.” Additionally,
in an effort to stay on the cutting edge,
Johnny’s takes great pride in the re-
search it does to maintain its innova-
tive reputation. In particular, the firm
focuses on developing new seed vari-
eties, as well as leading the way in
quality control.

Johnny’s Selected Seeds has truly
made a name for itself through its out-
standing achievements and reliable
service. But the company has also
maintained a loyal customer base be-
cause of the basics. Johnny’s vends a
wide array of seeds, tools, and supplies
to both home gardeners and small com-
mercial growers. Offering a vast selec-
tion of vegetable seeds, from arti-
chokes to watermelons, Johnny’s also
sells fruit seeds, herb seeds, and an im-
pressive collection of flower seeds. Con-
tinually updating its stock, Johnny’s
adds new seeds to its list each year,
and 2008 is no exception. Some of the
dozens of new products available range
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from colorful spring flowers to dif-
ferent corns, cantaloupes, and greens.
And for convenience, home growers can
order a small packet of 25 seeds, and
larger growers can often request up to
10,000 or 25,000 seeds, depending on the
product.

A truly entrepreneurial business,
Johnny’s Selected Seeds constantly
seeks new ways to grow, improve, and
impress. It has, without a doubt,
earned its latest accolades handily. To
succeed as superlatively as Johnny’s
does speaks volumes about the resolve
and passion of Mr. Johnston, but it is
also a testament to the hard work and
dedication of the company’s over 80
full-time and 50 seasonal employees. I
congratulate Johnny’s Selected Seeds
for earning the U.S. Small Business
Administration’s Entrepreneurial Suc-
cess Award at all levels and for the ex-
ample it sets for small businesses ev-
erywhere.®

———
TRIBUTE TO DR. SHEA PENLAND

e Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, I wish to
acknowledge Dr. Shea Penland, one of
the leading experts on coastal restora-
tion, for his dedicated service to Lou-
isiana. I would like to take some time
to make a few remarks on his accom-
plishments.

Dr. Penland passed away suddenly at
the age of 54 on Tuesday, March 25,
2008. He was a respected professor in
the Department of Earth and Environ-
mental Sciences at the University of
New Orleans and the director of the
Pontchartrain Institute of Environ-
mental Science. His investigations in-
cluded the coastal regions of the Gulf
of Mexico, Alaska, the Great Lakes,
the U.S. Atlantic and Pacific coasts,
and the North Sea. Dr. Penland had
been an advocate for coastal protection
and restoration in Louisiana and spoke
passionately about how coastal wet-
lands and barrier islands functioned as
natural storm surge barriers during
hurricanes and tropical storms.

Several years ago I sponsored and
passed a bill to bring together a num-
ber of individuals and entities to co-
ordinate efforts to clean up Lake Pont-
chartrain and promote the restoration
of the Lake Pontchartrain Basin. Dr.
Penland took a leadership role in this
effort by helping to bring the univer-
sity community together to prioritize
and coordinate their research activi-
ties. The program has been very suc-
cessful over the last several years, and
Dr. Penland deserves a great deal of
credit for helping to achieve that suc-
cess.

Dr. Penland’s passing is a great loss
to the State of Louisiana, and Wendy
and I send our thoughts and prayers
out to his family, friends, and cowork-
ers. I am positive that Dr. Penland’s
work will continue to benefit Lou-
isiana and coastal regions throughout
the United States for years to come.

Thus, today, I am proud to honor a
fellow Louisianan, Dr. Shea Penland,
and thank him for his dedicated and
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tireless service to our State and coun-
try.e

———

RETIREMENT OF BRIGADIER
GENERAL ROBERT CREAR

e Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, I wish to
acknowledge the retirement of BG Rob-
ert Crear from his distinguished career
in the Army Corps of Engineers. I
would like to take some time to make
a few remarks on his accomplishments
and contributions to Louisiana and the
United States.

In 1975 he graduated from Jackson
State University, where he received a
bachelor’s degree in mathematics and a
Regular Army commission as a second
lieutenant in the Corps of Engineers.
He holds a master’s degree in national
resource strategy from the Industrial
College of the Armed Forces and has
held various other command and staff
positions in the United States and
overseas, including Commander for the
Corps’ Southwest Division and Chief of
Staff for the U.S. Corps’ Headquarters
here in Washington, DC. During Oper-
ations Enduring Freedom and Iraqi
Freedom, General Crear served as com-
mander, Task Force Restore Iraqi Oil,
which safely and effectively helped to
ensure the economic recovery of Iraq.

In June of 2004, General Crear as-
sumed command of the Mississippi Val-
ley Division. As MVD commander, he is
responsible for a $1 billion civil works
program. He also played a vital role in
managing the Corps’ water resources
program in the Mississippi River Val-
ley. As a member of the Environment
and Public Works Committee, which
has jurisdiction over the Mississippi
River Commission, I helped approve
General Crear’s nomination as Presi-
dent and Commissioner of MRC. After
the devastation of Hurricane Katrina,
General Crear created Task Force
Hope, a program dedicated to the res-
toration and rebuilding efforts in New
Orleans and southeast Louisiana. It is
among the largest disaster recovery op-
erations in the history of the Corps of
Engineers.

I am honored to have worked closely
with General Crear. His devotion to the
rebuilding and recovery efforts of the
gulf coast region is a testament to his
leadership and commitment. Louisiana
and the gulf coast are forever grateful
for his dedication and tireless effort.

Again, I would like to congratulate
him on his retirement and exemplary
service to our state and the country. I
hope he enjoys his well deserved retire-
ment and wish him well in all his fu-
ture endeavors.e

BRINGING TEAM USA SUCCESS

e Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, I wish to
acknowledge Tara Bounds and Phyllis
Mitchell, a mother-daughter team that
fought adversity and brought home a
Gold and Bronze Medal from the 2007
World Games Special Olympics in
Shanghai, China. I would like to take a
few moments to discuss their tireless
efforts to bring Team USA success.
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Tara Bounds, a 25-year-old Ball, LA,
resident, was diagnosed with Down’s
syndrome at birth. She began com-
peting in the Special Olympics at age 8.
However, it is only by miracle that
Tara could even compete athletically.
She also has a congenital heart defect
and needed two surgeries before the age
of 5 in order to live. Phyllis Mitchell
coached Bounds along to help her win
the Gold Medal in the softball throw
and the Bronze Medal in the 50-meter
run.

The World Games were held from Oc-
tober 2 to October 11, 2007, with over
7,000 athletes participating from 110
countries. Tara persevered past three
competitions: the area competition,
the State competition in Hammond,
LA, and the national competition in
Iowa. In order to continue, you must
win at least one Gold Medal in the
State and national competition. How-
ever, Tara almost did not make it due
to monetary reasons, but she held
fundraisers, and the people of Lou-
isiana chipped in to send her to the
World Olympics.

In order to practice, Tara ran at two
local high schools, Pineville and Tioga.
She also set up a target in her back
yard to prepare for the softball toss.
Tara ended up with a distance of 16.94
meters to win gold in the softball toss
and ran the 50-meter run in 11.68 sec-
onds to win bronze.

Tara continues to strive for excel-
lence and hopes to participate in the
2011 Special Olympics in Athens,
Greece. We should all aspire to follow
her example. Today, I congratulate
Tara Bounds and Phyllis Mitchell for
their victory, and I wish them contin-
ued success.®

—————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mrs. Neiman, one of his
secretaries.

—————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations,
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

2008 NATIONAL DRUG CONTROL
STRATEGY—PM 42

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary:

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit the 2008 Na-
tional Drug Control Strategy, con-
sistent with the provisions of section
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201 of the Office of National Drug Con-
trol Policy Reauthorization Act of 2006.

My Administration published its first
National Drug Control Strategy in
2002, inspired by a great moral impera-
tive: we must reduce illegal drug use
because, over time, drugs rob men,
women, and children of their dignity
and of their character. Thanks to bi-
partisan support in the Congress; the
work of Federal, State, local, and trib-
al officials; and the efforts of ordinary
citizens, 6 years later fewer Americans
know the sorrow of addiction.

We have learned much about the na-
ture of drug use and drug markets, and
have demonstrated what can be
achieved with a balanced strategy that
puts resources where they are needed
most. Prevention programs are reach-
ing Americans in their communities,
schools, workplaces, and through the
media, contributing to a 24 percent de-
cline in youth drug use since 2001.
Today, approximately 860,000 fewer
young people are using drugs than in
2001. We have expanded access to treat-
ment in public health settings, the
criminal justice system, and in sectors
of society where resources are limited.
The Access to Recovery program alone
has extended treatment services to an
additional 190,000 Americans, exceeding
its 3-year goal by over 50 percent. We
have seized unprecedented amounts of
illegal drugs and have denied drug traf-
fickers and terrorists the profits they
need to conduct their deadly work.
During the first three quarters of 2007
we saw significant disruptions in the
cocaine and methamphetamine mar-
kets, with prices rising by 44 percent
and 73 percent, and purities falling by
15 percent and 31 percent, respectively.

These results do not mean that our
work is done. Rather, they provide a
charter for future efforts. By pursuing
a balanced strategy that addresses the
epidemiology of drug use and the eco-
nomics of drug availability, we can fur-
ther reduce drug use in America.

I thank the Congress for its support
and ask that it continue this noble
work on behalf of the American people.

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, March 3, 2008.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 1:20 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bill, without amendment:

S. 550. An act to preserve existing judge-
ships on the Superior Court of the District of
Columbia.

The message also announced that the
House has passed the following bills, in
which it requests the concurrence of
the Senate:

H.R. 1312. An act to expedite adjudication
of employer petitions for aliens of extraor-
dinary artistic ability.

H.R. 2040. An act to require the Secretary
of the Treasury to mint coins in commemo-
ration of the semicentennial of the enact-
ment of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.
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H.R. 5168. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 19101 Cortez Boulevard in Brooksville,
Florida, as the ‘“‘Cody Grater Post Office
Building”.

H.R. 5551. An act to amend title 11, District
of Columbia Official Code, to implement the
increase provided under the District of Co-
lumbia Appropriations Act, 2008, in the
amount of funds made available for the com-
pensation of attorneys representing indigent
defendants in the District of Columbia
courts, and for other purposes.

The message further announced that
the House has agreed to the following
concurrent resolutions, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate:

H. Con. Res. 154. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that the fatal
radiation poisoning of Russian dissident and
writer Alexander Litvinenko raises signifi-
cant concerns about the potential involve-
ment of elements of the Russian Government
in Mr. Litvinenko’s death and about the se-
curity and proliferation of radioactive mate-
rials.

H. Con. Res. 310. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing support for a national day of re-
membrance for Harriet Ross Tubman.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 1312. An act to expedite adjudication
of employer petitions for aliens of extraor-
dinary artistic ability; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

H.R. 2040. An act to require the Secretary
of the Treasury to mint coins in commemo-
ration of the semicentennial of the enact-
ment of the Civil Rights Act of 1964; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs.

H.R. 5168. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 19101 Cortez Boulevard in Brooksville,
Florida, as the ‘“‘Cody Grater Post Office
Building”’; to the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs.

H.R. 5551. An act to amend title 11, District
of Columbia Official Code, to implement the
increase provided under the District of Co-
lumbia Appropriations Act, 2008, in the
amount of funds made available for the com-
pensation of attorneys representing indigent
defendants in the District of Columbia
courts, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs.

The following concurrent resolutions
were read, and referred as indicated:

H. Con. Res. 154. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that the fatal
radiation poisoning of Russian dissident and
writer Alexander Litvinenko raises signifi-
cant concerns about the potential involve-
ment of elements of the Russian Government
in Mr. Litvinenko’s death and about the se-
curity and proliferation of radioactive mate-
rials; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions.

H. Con. Res. 310. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing support for a national day of re-
membrance for Harriet Ross Tubman; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

——————

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME

The following bills were read the first
time:

S. 2807. A bill to protect the liberty and
property of all Americans.
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